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     Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10th SEPTEMBER  2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs J Percy, J Hawkins, S Close, L Fairhurst, G Curtis, K Hazel, Ben Howard
Chair:

Cllr J Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
2 members of the public
1.
Period of Public Participation
26.142
 Concerns were raised regarding the licence applied for at Fairview Orchard. The licence allows up to 5,000 people to attend the three-day festival, scheduled for the 16th to 18th October. Concerns regarding the public nuisance including noise and litter around the site and in the local area; crime and disorder – there are a number of farms and residences close to the site; public safety for both local residents and other users of the local road network and the footpath that runs across the site. Such events will place substantially increased pressure on the surrounding road network, many of which are essentially single track with no footpaths or lighting in the area, so walkers must be on the road. There is no public transport service within reasonable distant so all festival goers will have to travel there by car. Concern is raised that they may well park on the verges around the area during the winter, as the site becomes waterlogged preventing many vehicles from parking on it. Such parking would damage the local environment and cause further road safety issues. The application does not appear to give any consideration to the footpath that runs across the main fields within the site – how is access to this right of way to be maintained during events.   
2.
To receive apologies for absence 
26.143
Apologies had been received from Cllr Dominic Bishop and Sam Bardwell and from Dorset Cllrs Laura Beddows and Mike Baker. 
3.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th August 2026
26.144
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Park proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.145
All matters are covered by the agenda.
5.
To receive declarations of interest 
26.146 
Cllr Fairhurst declared an interest in item, 26.154, planning application P/HOU/2026/04046 as this is his property and application. No other interests were declared at this stage. 
6.
Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.147
A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 
7.
Key Topics 
26.148
To agree the Tender Document for the Play Park Funding Group 

A copy of the revised document had been issued to members with the agenda. Cllr Fairhurst proposed the document is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will post the tender to the Government website. 
26.149
To receive an update on the Play Park Funding Group’s work to date 

A community event is to be held on Saturday 21st November – to include children’s games, tombola, bacon sandwiches, etc. 10am to midday. 24th October Alison Bennett will be doing her book launch. Profits from the launch will go to the play park. 

A grant for £2,000 has been offered by Williams Education Foundation as and when it is needed. Other grants have been applied for at the same time. A letter is due to go out to businesses for donations or possibly sponsorship. 
8.
Finance 
26.150 To note the salary increase in line with the national pay aware of 3.3% 

Noted.
26.151
To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


J Kurejewska

NeighbourCar trips July 2026


BACS560
       16.80


Dorset Council
Car park rates – September 2026

DDR

     210.00

Minuteman Press
Posters & fliers for play park event

BACS561
       58.01


BR Scouts

Lunch Club hall hire April & June

BACS562
       40.00


I Ventham

Lunch Club food costs – July 2026

BACS563
     165.87


A Lynam

Lunch Club food costs – July & August
BACS564
       31.44


BDO


External audit ye 31.03.26


BACS565
     504.00


DC Pension Fund
Pension contributions September 2026
BACS566
     382.87


Cloudy IT

Email support September 2026

BACS567
     106.38


D Fairhurst

NeighbourCar trips June & July 2026
BACS568
       37.80


GECM


Souls Moor Management Plan

BACS569
     640.00


National Windscreen
Excess on bus windscreen replacement
D/card
  
       75.00


DAPTC

Councillor training 17.08.26


BACS570
       60.00


J Kurejewska

NeighbourCar trips August 2026

BACS571
       18.00


R Morrall

NeighbourCar trips August 2026

BACS572
       26.40


A Crocker

September 2026 salary + expenses

BACS573
  1,169.54


HMRC


September 2026 PAYE & NIC

BACS574
     459.11


Lloyds


Account charges 10.07.26 to 09.08.26


       10.72


A King


Lengthsman August 2026


BACS575
  2,414.25


J Franklin

NeighbourCar trip March to August 2026
BACS576
     207.00

Dorset Council
Cemetery rates



BACS577
     480.00

The total amount requested from the Precept is £7,133.19.

Cllr Close proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fiarhurst and agreed unanimously.

26.152
To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget

A copy of the reports had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Curtis proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously.
26.153
To note the completion of the external audit for the year ended 31st March 2026

The external auditor’s report has now been received and reiterates the comments raised by the internal auditor. Cllr Park proposed that they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Close and agreed unanimously. 
9.
Planning 
26.154
To consider planning applications received 

P/HOU/2026/04046
9 North Street – Install solar panels to roof of external garage in curtilage of listed building.


Cllr Fairhurst took no part in the discussions regarding this application. The PWP recommended no objections. 

P/HOU/2026/04801
8 Boswells Close – Single-storey front extension. Demolish conservatory and replace with terrace. Relocate front door and minor window alterations.


The PWP recommended no objections.

26.155
To consider licence applications 

Fairview Orchard – Premises Licence application. 

Lane End is not single track but two vehicles passing is quite difficult. Concerns include; noise levels, the junction onto the C6, general road safety, use of the right of way, parking, the ability of local roads to cope with additional traffic. Cllr Park proposed objecting to the application. This was seconded by Cllr Close and agreed unanimously. 
10.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
26.156
Update on new community hall

A statement is being drawn up to go with the pre-app.

A meeting is due to be held in October once Dorset Wildlife Trust have more of an idea regarding their developer.

26.157
To review the Winter Maintenance Plan

A copy of the amended plan had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Park proposed the plan is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 
26.158
To confirm a repeat order for the Play Inspection Co to attend the play park in July 2027
Cllr Park proposed the Play Inspection Company are confirmed for the 2027 inspection. This was seconded by Cllr Close and agreed unanimously.
26.159
Defects 


- Cemetery wall

11.
Conservation & Environment 
26.160
 To consider adopting the draft Five-Year Management Plan for Souls Moor Nature Reserve 

A copy of the Plan had been issued to members with the agenda. Cllr Park proposed the Lengthsman is asked to undertake the cutting for the first two years and set out in the Plan. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will arrange this with the Lengthsman. 
12.
Police, Traffic and Roads 
20.161
 Dorset County Show – Cllr Park attended the Show and reported that the Police had a display stand, and he had spoken to them and requested a greater Police presence in the village, even if it is just when they drive back to Winfrith.  Rather than use the bypass, could they drive through the villages.

Cllr Curtis will follow up with the ticketed car in the central car park with a view to getting the vehicle removed. 

13.
Community Liaison 
20.162
Cllr Curtis attended the Thomas Williams Trust group where they pledged grants to various groups.

Aster is due to undertake a tree survey and a copy will be requested. 
14.
Children and Youth 

20.163
The issues regarding children cycling at cars was raised and residents are encouraged to report any such incidents to the Police via their website. 
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
26.164
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
26.165 Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Cllr Percy reported that the Scouts have undertaken to book the band for the Remembrance Parade. The Clerk will contact the Lord Lieutenant’s office and will also organise the wreaths and crosses based on last year’s requirements. 

The Dog Warden will be invited to attend the village to encourage people to clear up after their dogs. 


Cllr Park took the Communibus in to get the windscreen replaced and will be taking the Twinning Group to Poole on Friday 11th and picking them up on the 13th September.
16.
Correspondence received since the agenda was set 
26.166
Nothing to add. 
17.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
26.167
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:

· Christmas trees

· Volunteers for CSW

· Play park update
· Parish concern regarding children on scooters including the Police website details
· Dates for play park events 

18.
Items for the October meeting 
26.168
Any items should be passed to the Clerk before the 30th September for inclusion on the agenda. 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 8th October, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.05pm.
ACTION: CLERK
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Signed: ……………………………………….


