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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11th JUNE 2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs G Curtis, J Percy, J Hawkins, B Howard
 
Chair:

Cllr L Fairhurst
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
 8 members of the public
1.
Period of Public Participation
26.058
Concern was raised regarding the proposal for a new barn at Lane End. The access to the barn is along Lane End which is not owned by the applicant and is used by eight residents. The access track is narrow and the proposal will increase the number of farm vehicles using the track. Alternative access is available from the C6. It is believed that the building may not be used for agricultural purposes in the long term. 

Shell Garage – A nearby resident raised concerns regarding the proposal and the HGVs using the garage. The 2021 proposal removed the ability for HGVs to use the site. The overflow parking has been removed which may lead to the nearby residential road being used. This area already gets very crowded and frequently residents have their drives blocked by parked vehicles. HGVs already have trouble exiting nearby industrial units and the increased traffic flow will exacerbate this problem. The store is going to be twice the size of the 2021 proposal so they are clearly trying to encourage use by vehicles not necessarily needing fuel and wanting to purchase food and use the facilities. 

On the 2nd ,3rd and 4th July a show will be held celebrating the 30 years of Pop In and the performers  would welcome the support of the Parish Council, not only to attend but also to help advertise the show. 

2.
To receive apologies for absence 
26.059
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Kevin Hazell, Steve Close, Sam Bardwell, Dominic Bishop and Jon Park, also Dorset Cllrs Mike Baker and Laura Beddow. 

3.
To elect a Vice Chair 
26.060
Cllr Percy proposed Cllr Fairhurst. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously. Cllr Fairhurst was duly elected and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
 To confirm roles for Councillors for the coming year 
26.061
A list of all roles had been issued to members for consideration. The following roles were agreed:

Allotments




Cllr James Hawkins


Human Resources


 
Cllrs Jon Park and Glo Curtis



Environment, Trees and Conservation

Cllr James Hawkins

Planning & Neighbourhood Plan Review
Cllrs Jon Park, Laurie Fairhurst, Steve Close & Jackie Percy

Play Area
Cllrs Kevin Hazell and Steve Close
Finance
Cllrs Jon Park and Glo Curtis

Parish Assets
Cllr Ben Howard

Website, Publications and IT
Cllr Ben Howard

Village Events
Cllrs Jackie Percy and James Hawkins

Community Liaison
Cllrs Glo Curtis and Jackie Percy

Thomas Williams Educational Trust
Cllr Glo Curtis

Rights of Way
Cllrs Laurie Fairhurst and James Hawkins

Children & Youth
Cllrs Sam Bardwell and Kevin Hazell

DAPTC representative
To be agreed

PPG representative
Cllr Glo Curtis


Cemetery
Cllrs James Hawkins and Ben Howard

Police Liaison
Cllr James Hawkins

Emergency Planning
Cllrs Dominic Bishop and Glo Curtis

Play Area Inspections
Cllr Ben Howard

Drax Hall Committee
Cllr Jon Parker
5.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th May 2026
26.062
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Curtis proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Percy and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
6.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.063
Pot Hole machine –This was raised with Dorset Cllr Laura Beddow and will be followed up.
7.
To receive declarations of interest 
26.064 
No interests were declared at this stage. 
8.
Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.065
A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Dogs in public places – It was suggested that perhaps we could remind dog owners that they should be mindful of others who may be wary of dogs and put their dog on a lead in public spaces. This will be included in the monthly report.
9.
Key Topics 
26.066
To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan Review

The Regulation 16 consultation is now underway and will run until the 20th July. 
26.067
To update on Community Hall discussions 

Cllr Park and the Clerk met with representatives of Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) in early May. They subsequently confirmed that they are ‘exploring opportunities to bring forward a carefully planned redevelopment of the Court Farm complex.’ Ideas they have discussed involve the conversion and reuse of the existing farm buildings to create a visitor destination incorporating a visitor centre and café, a range of small-scale commercial enterprise units and, potentially, a village hall. Within this context DWT are prepared in principle, and subject to contract, to grant a long lease of land at Court Farm for the construction of a new hall/community facility. Location, etc would need to be agreed through the planning process and alongside the wider master plan for the site. A suitable development partner has yet to be appointed but it is hoped this would be done by August. Should a site be agreed upon, it would be subject to applicable taxes, professional fees and legal costs. In addition, there may be an ongoing annual charge relating to shared site services, infrastructure, maintenance or estate management arrangements, depending on the final form of the development. DWT will contact us again in August, once the developer is appointed and they may be in a better position to provide us with potential costs, etc. 
10.
Finance 
26.068
 To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Darkin Miller

Internal Audit ye 31.03.26


BACS518
          649.61


AJ Gallagher

Insurance renewal



BACS519
       2,202.95


R Morrall

NeighbourCar trips May 2026

BACS520
            18.00


DC Pension Fund
June 2026 pension contributions

BACS521
          319.27


Minuteman

Posters & fliers for Communibus

BACS522
  
28.08


HMRC


June 2026 PAYE & NIC contributions
BACS523
          358.11


Cloudy IT

June 2026 email support


BACS524
          106.38


K Benjafield

Reimburse cost of DBS checks

BACS525
            16.98


A Crocker

June 2026 salary + expenses


BACS526
          961.70


J Kuerzejewska
NeighbourCar trips May 2026

BACS527
            17.10


I Ventham

Lunch Club May 2026


BACS528
          238.80

A Lynam

Lunch Club April & May 2026

BACS529
            59.58


A King


Lengthsman May 2026


BACS530
       3,108.00


Lloyds


Account charges 10.04.26 to 09.05.26



  4.64

123Reg

.co.uk domain renewal for 1 year




15.59


The total amount requested from the Precept is £8,104.99.

Cllr Curtis proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Hawkins and agreed unanimously.

26.069
To accept the reconciliation of accounts

A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Fairhurst proposed the report is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.
26.070
To confirm the dates for the Notice of Public Rights 

The Exercise of Public Rights will run from Monday 15th June 2026 to Friday 24th July 2026. Cllr Percy proposed the dates are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Hawkins and agreed unanimously.
26.071
To accept the Internal Auditor’s Report 

A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Curtis  proposed it is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Hawkins and agreed unanimously. 
11.
Planning 
26.072
To consider planning applications received 
P/FUL/2026/02527
Land at Lane End, Wareham – Erect agricultural barn
Although the PWP had recommended no objection, following the neighbour’s comments, members felt this should be amended and comment should be made regarding the potential for an increase in traffic on a green lane that floods in the winter. We do not object in principle to an agricultural barn. Access would be a problem with the residents already using it. The comment will also include that the Parish Council is aware that the neighbours have expressed concern regarding the use of the lane for large agricultural vehicles. 


P/LBC/2026/02690
Philliols Farm – Convert existing threshing barn to residential use


The PWP recommended no objection. It is not easily visible. 


P/FUL/2026/02138
Service Station, Townsend Business Park – Redevelopment of existing petrol filling station, including demolition of existing building, erection of new building, bin store, and additional fuel island, replace canopy, provision of EV charging, new boundary treatment

The PWP expressed concern that the staff parking was being turned into EV parking. Also, it appears the intention is for surface water to be discharged into the sewer which is in contravention of the requirements of Wessex Water. Parking in the surrounding roads is already issue. The site is potentially marketing itself as a stop-off point so there is likely to ber increased traffic and additional parking in the surrounding area. Objection. 

12.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
26.073
To receive an update on the Winter and Emergency Resilience Plans

This is a work in progress and will be brought back to the July meeting. 
26.074
General Update

The van apparently abandoned in Elder Road has been reported by numerous people.

26.075
Rights of Way 

Cllrs Fairhurst and Hawkins both confirmed that all rights of way are clear at this time.

13.
Conservation & Environment 
26.076
 Riverfly training has been undertaken for members of the Wildlife Group.
14.
Police, Traffic and Roads 
20.077
No comments were made.
15.
Community Liaison 
20.078
Cllr Curtis continues to liaise with Aster – there are a few trees that have very low hanging branches and these will need to be sorted out. There is a problem with fly tipping at Turberville Court and Cllr Curtis has asked for a gate across the site access to prevent this.
16.
Children and Youth 

20.079
Nothing to report.
17.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
26.080
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
26.081
Parish Councillors’ Reports 

 Cllr Percy reported that she and Cllr Hawkins had a meeting with Daisy from Dorset Wildlife Trust regarding a Village Picnic at Wild Woodbury on 24th July. 
18.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
26.082
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:



- Election of Vice Chair



- Councillor roles



- Keep dogs under control



- Neighbourhood Plan Review



- Community hall update


19.
Items for the July meeting 
26.083
Cemetery wall. Quotes. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 9th July, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.00 hrs.
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Signed: ……………………………………….


