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           Bere Regis Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13TH AUGUST  2026 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, COMMENCING 7PM
Present: 
Cllrs J Percy, J Hawkins, D Bishop, S Close, S Bardwell, L Fairhurst, G Curtis
Chair:

Cllr J Park
Clerk: 
Mrs A Crocker
Also present:
5 members of the public and two representatives from the Dorset Golf and Country Club
1.
Period of Public Participation
26.111
 Judy Newton thanked the Parish Council endorsing the use of the communibus for the Twinning Association’s trip to France on the 11th September. Cllr Park will check the dates and see if he is available to drive.  
2.
To receive apologies for absence 
26.112
Apologies had been received from Cllr Kevin Hazell, also Dorset Cllrs Mike Baker and Laura Beddow. 
3.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th July 2026
26.113
A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Park proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 
4.
Matters arising not covered in this meeting – for report only 
26.114
Stanbarrow Close – The car park area has been cut back and the remainder of the bushes will be cut back in September/October.
5.
To receive declarations of interest 
26.115 
No interests were declared at this stage. 
6.
Dorset Councillors’ Report 
26.116
No report was available. 
7.
Key Topics 
26.117
To consider and accept the Terms of Reference for the Play Park Funding Group

A copy of the Terms of Reference had been issued previously. The Play Park Funding Group had not offered any changes to the original document. Cllr Percy proposed the Terms of Reference are agreed. This was seconded by Cllr Close9999+ and agreed unanimously.  A copy will be posted to the Play Park Refurbishment page on the website. 
26.118
To receive an update on the Play Park Funding Group’s work to date 

Cllr Close reported that thanks had been extended the Pop In Performers for raising £1,050 for the play park refurbishments from their recent performance, Stronger Together. The tender document will be discusses at the next Play Park meeting. A request of a £100 float has been requested to cover the cost of purchase of thermometers to show how the fund raising is going. A ‘Village Lunch’ event is being organised for the 24th November. Alison Bennett will be holding a book launch, some of the funds from which will go towards the play park. The next meeting will be held on the 26th August. 

It has been suggested that the profits from the calendar sales may go towards the play park this year.
26.119
To consider the submission of a Pre-App advice application in respect of the Elder Road site 

Cllr Park informed members that the application would cost £1,004. He proposed that we go ahead with the pre-app. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will undertake the necessary work for the submission.
26.120
To organise a working party for the 2027 calendar 

 Twenty photographs have been received to date but more would be welcome. Residents will be given until the 20th September to forward additional photographs to the Clerk. Cllrs Fairhurst, Park and the Clerk will then consider the ones for the calendar. The theme is parish views. 
26.121
To consider an amended date for the December meeting 

The December meeting is due to be held on Thursday 10th. However, the Pop In Performers have asked if we would consider an alternative date as they need the hall for final rehearsals of the pantomime.  It was agreed that the meeting will be moved to Tuesday 8th December. 
8.
Finance 
26.122
 To approve the monthly expenditure 

The following payments had been requested:


Lloyds


Account charges 10.05.26 to 09.06.26


         11.54


Dorset Council
Car park rates – August 2026 


DDR
   
       210.00


DC Pension Fund
August 2026 pension contributions

BACS550
       319.27


CloudyIT

Email support August 2026


BACS551
       106.38


Play Inspection Co
Annual play area inspection


BACS552
       115.80


J Ahern

NeighbourCar trips July 2026


BACS553
         20.16
SW Ambulance
Donation




BACS554
       500.00


R Morrall

NeighbourCar trips July 2026


BACS555
         75.60


Andrea Pellegram
Review of Reg16 comments re NP

BACS556
       277.42


A Crocker

August 2026 salary + expenses

BACS557   
    1,011.35


HMRC


August 2026 PAYE



BACS558
       358.31


Lloyds


Account charges 10.06.26 to 09.07.26


           5.74


A King


Lengthsman July 2026


BACS559
    2,798.13



The total amount requested from the Precept is £5,809.70

Cllr Fairhurst proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Close and agreed unanimously.

26.123
To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget

A copy of the reports had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Bishop proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.
26.124
To consider a grant application for the Church floral displays

This request had subsequently been withdrawn.

It was noted that a letter of thanks has been received from the SW Ambulance Service for the donation of £500, agreed at last month’s meeting.  


Local groups are reminded that they can apply to the Parish Council for grants. The application form is available on the website or from the Clerk.
9.
Planning 
26.125
To consider planning applications received 

There were no applications at the time of the meeting. 
26.126
To consider tree work applications 

There were no applications at the time of the meeting.
10.
Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 
26.127
To review the Winter Maintenance Plan

The volunteer positions have now all been filled. The plan will be issued with the September agenda for consideration.
26.128
To consider tree memorials at the cemetery 

Interest is increasing in the possibility of having a tree planted as a memorial in the cemetery. An area has been highlighted as a potential site for an orchard. After some discussion it was agreed that the trees should be fruit trees and each tree would cost £500.00. This would be a one-off payment and the tree would be chosen and planted by the Parish Council. The purchaser would provide their own plaque although there will be strict guidelines on size and wording. 
The area allotted would be capable of taking 19 trees in total. 

26.129
To consider taking over the maintenance of an AED at the Scout Hut 
Cllr Bardwell reported that he is trying to get sponsorship for the purchase of a defibrillator for the Scout Hut. Once it is in place, the request is for the Parish Council to take over the management of it – checking and replacing the batteries and pads when necessary. Cllr Park proposed that the Parish Council takes on the maintenance once it is purchased, providing it is outside and available for public use at all times. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. Cllr Bardwell will contact the Clerk once he has raised the necessary funds and the defibrillator is in place. 
26.130
To consider the latest play park inspection report and review any works necessary 
The report will be passed to the Lengthsman and he will be asked to obtain costs for the timber to carry out the repairs specified. Cllr Park proposed the repairs are undertaken to a reasonable standard in order to enable the continued, safe use of the play park. This was seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed unanimously.  
26.131
Defects 


- 30mph sign on Rye Hill still missing
11.
Conservation & Environment 
26.132
 To consider adopting the draft Five Year Management Plan for Souls Moor Nature Reserve 

A copy of the Plan had been issued to members with the agenda. This will be taken forward to September. 
12.
Police, Traffic and Roads 
20.133
To receive a response from the Dorset Golf and Country Club regarding speeding, etc 

Mr Packer from the Golf Club was asked to address the meeting. It is accepted that some cars are travelling too fast past the Golf Club, particularly delivery vans, although it should be remembers that the Golf Club is not the only business that uses this road. A speed restriction would be a good idea but would not be practical. It was suggested speaking that DWT is asked to provide additional signage or collars for the animals. There is no drinking culture at the Club and everything possible is done to prevent this from happening. It was noted that the Gold Club employs around 100 people locally and it is only with the support of the local community that they have been able to grow. 

To their knowledge, no pony has been killed recently. 


Highways will be contacted regarding the existing signage which needs to be straightened and cleared. 
13.
Community Liaison 
20.134
To review the Parish Council Facebook page 

The Clerk will speak to the original administrators. 
20.135
David Sparks, Dorset Supervisor for Aster, met with Cllr Curtis for a walk around the village, highlighting the various issues that have been raised in the past. Aster are currently undertaking a tree survey. The hedge by the play park has been cut back but needs to be cut back further. 

14.
Children and Youth 

20.136
 Nothing further to add. 
15.
To receive the Clerk’s report and Councillors’ reports on items not covered by the agenda 
26.137
Clerk’s Report 

A copy had been issued with the agenda. The contents were noted. 
26.138 Parish Councillors’ Reports 

 Nothing to add. 
16.
Correspondence received since the agenda was set 
26.139
Nothing to add. 
17.
Items for the Parish Magazine 
26.140
The following items will be included in the Parish Magazine:

· Christmas trees

· SW Ambulance response to donation

· Photographs for the calendar

· Change of date for the December meeting

· Volunteers for CSW

· Ponies on Bere Heath

18.
Items for the September meeting 
26.141
Any items should be passed to the Clerk before the 31st August for inclusion on the agenda. 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 10th September, commencing 7pm at the Drax Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.15.
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Signed: ……………………………………….


