Your Ref: 38.Elder Rd,
Our Ref: Bere Regis,
Wareham,

Dorset.
BH20 7NA.

9th June 1998.
Mr Robin James.
Housing Services Manager.
Purbeck District Council
Westport House,
Wareham,

Dorset.
BH20 4PP.

MILLENNIUM GREEN PROJECT-PUBLIC OPEN SPACE-ELDER RD, BERE REGIS.
Dear Mr James

Following a recent meeting of the Bere Regis Parish Council and liaison with ClIr Jo Briggs, it
was agreed that a formal enquiry of possible purchase or tenure be sought from Purbeck District
Council, of part of the land that is currently identified as public open space in Elder Road, Bere
Regis.

We have, with your help, modified the grass cutting and maintenance regime to allow ball games
in the area, however through contact with the Countryside Commission we realise that this land
has significant potential for additional recreative use. A transfer or gift of this land would present
the village with an ideal opportunity to secure a "millennium green" for perpetuity, giving this
Council the opportunity to plan and adapt the space to further benefit local residents.

The Parish is greatful that the concept of open space was included with the development of site
88 in 1988 with the Westbury Homes "Orchids " scheme. However we feel that the area has been
managed primarily with conservation and landscaping in mind to the detriment of wider potential
use because of its close proximity to the SNCI immediately to the west (see plan), an area for
which we have no desire to manage or disturb. We respect the need for designated areas for
wildlife conservation, but feel that with some imagination and careful planning the area could
be simply enhanced using soft timber structures or fittings that would be enjoyed by all and with
minimal impact on the planting or layout of any structures already in place.

To successfully secure a grant from the Commission we must have the approval of the landowner
prior to making an application, hence the need for this letter. To assist this process we would
appreciate a reply well before the June 30th if the scheme is to succeed.

In return for any gift or transfer of the land the Parish Council would undertake to manage the
area, so freeing the District Council from a degree of maintenance costs in the Parish as a whole,
a point we readily make in leu of the fiscal constraints being placed upon the District Council at
present.



Our only wish is that an element of flexibility be maintained when proposals are put forward to
enhance the space, particularly with the siting of minor structures or fittings normally associated
with village greens ie; shelters, seats and in particular modifications to the popular boardwalk.
With that in mind we have already identified adjacent land as one of several potential sites for
a new village community centre, by submission of a report to your Planning colleague Mr Evans.

Naturally we would seek guidance prior to having final approval from the planning department
and if successful we would wish to work across all community groups to ensure a worthwhile
and sustainable outcome. To assist you we enclose a few images and plans of the space with
ideas broadly sketched
on them, a full scheme
would of course be
presented after due
consultation.

Photo 1. Looking west
from eastern boundary
near the Scout Hut.

Ramp

Photo 2. Looking south from
eastern boundary near the
Scout Hut.




In summary the principal additions we seek for this area are:-

1. A low profile earth banked timber activity wall with bark filled safety pad.

2. Communal seat around the base of large central Ash tree.

3. New footbridge extension to a new permissive path linking Egdon Close.

4. Addition of a ramp to the eastern end of the boardwalk for disabled use etc.
5. Extension of boardwalk stubs to make pond dipping areas into Bere Stream.
6. An area of flat hard surface for roller-blading etc, ie near timberwall.

7. Small wooden weather shelter with internal seating.

All materials to be of low cost treated half round timbers for vertical structures except for the
seating and the footbridge which would be similar to the existing crossing upstream near
Bitcham's Mead.

It is expected that much negotiation will be required over the details of suggestions included here
and we hope these ideas will give you some indication of what this council wishes to achieve if
we are successful in obtaining custody of this land.

By enhancing informal recreation alongside natural habitats we believe we can widen the appeal
and respect for the environment particularly in the younger generations that will follow in the

next millennium. Your comments and support for this venture would much appreciated by both
the this council and the residents of Bere Regis.

Yours faithfully

Cllr M. S. Munro.



