
Bere Regis Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on 10th February 2011 

 
 

Minute 
 

 Action 

Present Councillors L Alderman, A Duncanson, L W Fairhurst, M Howard, 
C Maunder, T Maunder, S Munnings, R Pitcher, I Ventham 
(Chairman), P Wharf 
 

 

 Apologies - Apologies had been received from Mr J Ruddock 
(clerk). 
 

 

 Period for Public Participation - Mrs Mel Miles was present and 
addressed the meeting. Her landlady is selling the house where 
she lives, so her family will be evicted. As a true local family they 
want to stay within the village, but no accommodation is currently 
available. Councillor Wharf advised that there is a shortage of 
social housing in the area. Rehousing is based on need and a 
points system. He had no doubt that the Miles family would justify 
a house in the village when one became available, but if nothing is 
currently available then there is nothing more that can be done. All 
councillors were in agreement that her case should have been 
considered sympathetically and they would support her return to 
the village. 
 

 

 Any Other Business  
 

• Cllr Pitcher reported that garages in Egdon Close were 
being demolished.   

• It was agreed that application would not be made for 
attendance at the Royal Garden Party 2011.  

• Cllr C Maunder volunteered to attend Community Land 
Trust Project and report back. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CM 

 Minutes of Last Meeting  
 
Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the minutes of the meeting on 13

th
 

January 2011 be accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Margetts. 
 

 

 Matters Arising 
 

• A response had been received from Annette Brooks MP 
regarding the clearing of snow.   

• Three grit boxes had been delivered and needed to be 
positioned. 

 

 
 
 
 
MH 

 Bere Regis School Plans - Following the meeting at the school 
on 20

th
 January there was concern that the school was at risk.  

Only 75 pupils attended the school out of a possible 119 school-
aged children within the parish. DCC had indicated that no money 
was available for improved facilities and other schools in the area 
(Bovington, Puddletown etc.) provide better facilities and have 
places available.  However, the feeling of the school meeting was 
to fight for the new school.  There was a chance of becoming an 
academy although the school was too small to get full funding.  
Due to the need for cooking, science, sport facilities to be 
provided until the age of 11, there would be a shortfall.  It was 
agreed that Cllrs Ventham and Margetts should arrange a meeting 

IV 
RM 



with the headmaster and head of the trustees to see whether the 
parish council could provide any useful support. 
 

 Village Forum - The village forum will take place on 19
th

 
February. Invitations are being sent out. The agenda will include 
promotion of organisations around the royal wedding 2011 and 
early planning for the diamond jubilee in 2012.  It was envisaged 
that there might be a street party at the sports club with sports and 
games for the children and an opportunity for organisations to 
promote themselves.  It was agreed that the parish council should 
commit funding in support of the royal wedding celebrations, 
which might be used for hog roast.  Cllr Fairhurst proposed that a 
budget of not more than £1,000 be set aside. This was seconded 
by Cllr Margetts. 
 

AD, All 

 Planning & Housing 
 

 

 The planning working party had discussed the single planning 
application on the agenda. Cllr Ventham did not take part as the 
application had been submitted by his neighbour. Cllr Wharf did 
not take part in the discussions or vote.  
 

 

 The recommendations were as follows: 
 

 

 6/2011/0018 Bluebell Cottage. Erect single 
storey conservatory extension at 
rear. 
 
No objection 
 

 

 The working party also put forward no objections to the proposed 
tree works at 16 Shitterton for crowning the Mulberry tree by 10% 
and pollarding of the willow at Bridge House 
 

 

 Cllr Margetts proposed that all these recommendations be agreed 
and this was seconded by Cllr Pitcher. 
 

 

 Play Park Planning - Cllr Munnings had circulated by e-mail an 
exchange of correspondence with Helen Lilley and Mike Goater of 
PDC. Vanessa Penny, senior rights of way officer at DCC, had 
confirmed that the compulsory creation order for adoption of the 
whole of the boardwalk route including the area of land with 
unknown ownership was being prepared. This will not need to go 
to committee, but can be signed off by the committee chairman. 
However, in order to comply with legal requirements there will be 
a period of consultation with the district council and parish council. 
It was expected that the order could be confirmed after 12 weeks. 
 

 

 Lengthsman Scheme - There had been fifteen applications and 
four had been interviewed. Paul Critchell had been appointed on a 
trial basis for 10 hours per week. It was proposed to increase to 
20 hours from 1

st
 April.  The draft agreement from DCC had 

arrived for 3 years from 1
st
 April but there were numerous errors 

that required correction before the agreement could be signed.  
The lengthsman is to start work on Monday 14

th
 February on a 

trial basis until 31
st
 March 2011. The environmental working group 

need to identify where work is required. Cllr Wharf suggested that 
the lengthsman provide feedback at monthly parish council 
meetings. It could also be agreed at these meetings what works 
were proposed for the coming month. The Chairman stressed that 
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the lengthsman should only take instruction from Martin Howard. 
An article in the parish magazine and posters around the village 
need to make this clear. Paul Critchell has £5 million public liability 
insurance already in place due to him having undertaken work for 
Bere Regis school and at the scout hut.  He can increase his 
hours from 1

st
 April.  

 
Cllr Howard proposed that Paul Critchell be appointed as 
lengthsman on a trial basis until 31

st
 March. Cllr Pitcher seconded 

and the vote was unanimous.  
 
The meeting considered how the lengsthman should respond to 
requests from parishioners to carry out work not included on his 
work list and it was agreed: 

1 Parishioners should contact Cllr Howard direct to request 
that work be included on the work list.  The lengthsman 
may hand out business cards with the name, phone 
number and e-mail address for Cllr Howard as point of 
contact. 

2 Where works are not within a public area the lengthsman 
can work direct for the parishioner outside of his contract 
with the parish council. 

3 The parish council needs to provide clear guidance to the 
lengthsman on the extent of his work so that he does not 
undertake any works that might subsequently prove to be 
on private property. 

 
 Stone Signs - The final statutory undertaker had been contacted 

regarding services in highway verges.  As soon as a response 
had been received it should be possible to agree the location of 
the three stone signs.   
 

MH 

 District Councillor’s Report  

• There will be a public meeting at 9.15 on 31
st
 March at the 

council offices to consider the proposed wind farm at 
Master’s Pit.  

• PDC have agreed a budget that should save 30% 
spending over four years. This will incorporate an 
increase in planning fees.   

• A public conveniences panel had been set up by PDC to 
decide which toilets are still needed.  Cllr Wharf is on the 
panel and suggested that the parish council should also 
have representation.   

• The policy group intend that the period of public 
participation at the start of meetings be deleted. This will 
not stop applicants and their agents addressing the 
planning committee on specific matters.   

 

 

 Play Park - Steve Syrett has done the first post repair to the play 
park and has provided a report showing an additional ten posts 
requiring attention.  The council are awaiting his bill for that work 
and for work that he previously carried out to the council.  Cllr 
Ventham suggested that the lengthsman should undertake the 
remainder of work on the play park.   
 

 

 Boardwalk - The Viridor application for funding towards the 
boardwalk was still progressing.   
 

 

 Footpath - Cllr Fairhurst had received the paperwork from the 
clerk in respect of the path between West Street and Turbeville 
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Court.  He still required more declarations and intended to 
circulate blank forms to all parish councillors in the hope that they 
would be able to complete forms, or would be able to forward 
these to neighbours who might have knowledge of the footpath.   
 

 Defects  

• The drain in Shitterton Close is still blocked.  This will 
require the vacuum tanker to clear and should be reported 
to DCC.  

• Three grit bins are to be installed.  

• Cllr Margetts reported poor reinstatement of the road 
outside the Drax Hall by Wessex Water. The surface had 
subsided, but Wessex Water had returned to site and this 
had been done.  

• Cllr T Maunder had circulated four quotations for carrying 
out works on trees at the cemetery. All quotations were 
based on the same specification.  It was agreed that he 
should talk to the contractor who had put in the lowest 
tender and if he felt that the contractor would complete the 
works to a satisfactory standard he should instruct the 
contractor to proceed with the work.   
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 Traffic - The traffic survey report had been circulated.  Cllr 
Alderman had attended a meeting and reported: 
 

• East Dorset District Council are thinking of linking with 
Hampshire which could reduce finance available for roads 
in our area. 

• Introduction of higher car parking charges for public car 
parking in Poole and the surrounding area. 

• Increased priority for buses will reduce roads available to 
private cars. 

• Initiatives to reduce omissions including a park and ride 
facility for Poole hospital. 

• Combined tickets for bus and rail travel. 

• Possible light railway facility between Christchurch and 
Poole using existing railway lines. 

 

 

 Taxi Service - Cllr Warf suggested that PDC might withdraw 
funding from this facility and Cllr Alderman confirmed that there 
was probably insufficient use to justify continuation of the scheme.   
 

 

 Winter Plan - Cllr Alderman is to produce a draft winter plan for 
circulation to councillors.  
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 Children & Youth - Cllr Pitcher confirmed that he had met with 
Cllr Duncanson and they had been to see Mr Vine at Benny’s.  
The target group that require better facilities in the village are in 
the 11-17 age group.  They require better facilities including 
relocation of the kicking wall. 
 

 

 Community Liaison 

• Projector Screens - The cost of a wall-mounted, pull-down 
screen was £120 to £250 depending on quality.  A drop-
down screen over the stage would be too expensive and a 
free-standing screen could be purchased for about £300.  
Cllr Fairhurst proposed that a screen be attached to the 
wall and it was agreed that Cllr Margetts should discuss 
this with Alison Bennett.  Finance to a maximum of £250 
was agreed. 
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• Village Christmas Tree - Cllr C Maunder was awaiting a 
response from East Borough Housing Association.  

• Patient Participation - Cllr C Maunder was awaiting 
publication of a questionnaire later this month which 
should be available in the post office and the doctor’s 
surgery.  The questionnaire should provide feedback 
regarding the services and facilities available. 

• Drax Hall - Cllr C Maunder reminded the meeting that 
there would be a public show on 24

th
 February, which will 

appeal to the 4+ age group.   
 

CM 
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 PACT - Cllr Margetts advised the meeting that the Pact meeting 
had not met recently. There had been a spate of thefts through 
the village. They were still looking to get more people to sign up to 
the neighbourhood watch.  People on the scheme should 
automatically get text messages whenever there was an incident 
in the village.  Cllr Margetts would write an article for the parish 
magazine.  Cllr Ventham was concerned by the high number of 
incidents reported on the new police website. The theft of tools 
from Paul Critchell’s van was discussed and particularly that 
Steve Syrett had identified two men in a van acting suspiciously. 
This had been reported to the police and it appeared that no 
action had been taken.  Cllr Margetts to bring this up at the next 
Pact meeting to see whether better communication between the 
police and parishioners was possible. 
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 Finance - The payments schedule had been circulated.  Payment 
to Cllr Howard for advertising the lengthsman scheme and 
laminating posters needed to be added to the list.  Cllr Fairhurst 
proposed that the payment schedule be accepted and this was 
seconded by Cllr Margetts. 
 

 

 Risk Assessment - The risk assessment had been approved and 
would be reassessed after six months.  
 

Clerk for 
Diary 

 Communications - Cllr Alderman confirmed that there had been 
a meeting on 24

th
 January to consider how communication within 

the parish could be improved. For the young people it was 
suggested that Twitter and similar modern means of 
communication could be used. It was particularly important to 
involve the young people. Otherwise there was a need to secure 
e-mail addresses from as many people as possible, so that 
information about the village could be sent out as necessary.  
 
It was suggested that e-mail addresses should be gathered at 
village functions. It was suggested that a free copy of the parish 
magazine could be sent to all households occasionally to make 
sure that everyone in the parish knew what was happening.  It 
was pointed out that the parish magazine had a circulation of 500 
out of 800 households, and with magazines being passed 
between households plus the copies available for sale in the shop, 
it was likely that most households had a chance to read the 
magazine anyway.   
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 There being no other business the meeting ended at 9.05pm. 
 

 

 


