
Bere Regis Parish Council 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 10th March 2011 at 7.30pm 
 
Minutes  Action
Present Councillors L Alderman, A Duncanson, L W Fairhurst,  M Howard, 

R Margetts, C Maunder, T Maunder, S Munnings, R Pitcher, I 
Ventham, P Wharf  A Brenton (DCC) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 

 

11/034 Apologies 
 
No apologies for absence have been received.  
 

 

11/035 Any Other Business 
 
More details of the Queen Elizabeth 11 Challenge have been 
received and the Clerk has passed this on to the Sports Club 
Councillor C Maunder said that this also applied to open spaces such 
as Souls Moor. There have been various suggestions about the future 
of Souls Moor however, at present Graingers are not interested in 
letting anything happen there. 
Another open space is the one on both sides of the Bere Stream 
towards Shitterton. Once the County Council have sorted the status 
of the footpath this area could be considered for the Challenge.   
 

 

11/036 Minutes of the last meeting 
 
Minute 11/025 was amended to read Creation Order. 
Councillor Fairhurst then proposed the minutes of the meeting held 
on 10th February 2011 be accepted, this was seconded by Councillor 
C Maunder and agreed. 

 

11/037 Matters Arising 
 
Village Forum 
Mrs A Brooke MP and Councillor A Brenton (DCC) attended the 
meeting on February 19th. The Forum was in favour of a 
Contingency Plan and asked about the position of the public should 
someone fall after they have cleared a path of snow and ice. Mrs 
Brooke said she would raise a question in Parliament and pass the 
answer to the Parish Council. 
 
Royal Wedding 
The Planning Team has been set up and had a meeting 10 days ago. 
A family day at the Sports Club is an idea starting with the young 
and including older groups as the day progress. to finish between 7 
and 8pm. It could be themed day using red, white and blue. There 
would also be a small commemorative gift for the children.   
 
Village Signs 
It was agreed that the signs should mark the Queens Diamond 
Jubilee. 
 
Garden Show 
A view has been expressed that the Show mat be widened in scope  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Street Lights 
There has been some concern regarding the proposed switching off 
of street lights during the night. 
 
Hedge at Southbrook 
Following comments made it was agreed that Councillor Pitcher 
should find out what exactly was needed. 
 
County Council Proposals 
The Chairman has a copy and suggested Councillors might be  
interested to read it on line. 
 
School Crossing Patrol 
The planned end for this service is August 2011. Nothing has been 
heard from the school on this matter. It was pointed out that there is 
now a crossing there, which makes it safer than before. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 RP 

11/038 Planning and Housing 
 
The Planning Working Party met and has made the following 
recommendations: 
 
6/2011/0076    75 West Street. Provide pitched roof to garage and  
                         erect a car port. 
                         No objection in principle but recommended that  
                         discussions took place with the applicant over the  
                         height of the roof. 
 
6/2011/0078     75 West Street. Replace existing ground floor timber   
                          windows, and replace some glazing in the 1st floor 
                          windows. Replace front door (retrospective) and  
                          clean front porch. 
                          No objection. 
 
6/2011/0048      Spratley Wood East Stoke. Continue use of site for  
                          the recovery of aggregates and soils from imported  
                          inert waste. 
 
After a discussion Councillor Margetts proposed no objections to all 
3 applications, this was seconded by Councillor C Maunder and 
agreed. 
 
Councillor Wharf reported that tomorrow is the last day for 
comments regarding conditions to be applied to the wind farm. This 
Council has already made its point on the matter. 
 
Play Park Planning 
Councillor Fairhurst reported that the Creation Order has been made 
and that he has written to the County Council asking for it to be 
extended as far as Shitterton. 
 

 

11/039 Environment 
 
Stone Signs 
Councillor Howard has received a reply from T Mobile UK, and the 

 
 
 
 



site at Poole Hill needs careful planning because of the services 
there. 
Another look is needed at the suggested site at the top of Rye Hill. 
 
Lengthsman 
Councillor Howard reported the Lengthsman has done 10 hours a 
week for the last 3 weeks which has included gully cleaning, street 
weeding and generally clearing at Podgers and elsewhere. Once he 
starts doing 20 hours per week in April his work will be more 
noticeable. 
Councillor Howard will have to set up a monitoring system for the 
future. 
 
Allotments 
A discussion took place on the allotments in the village however, 
neither part of Morden Estate wishes to let any more. 
It was agreed the Sarah Welton be asked if she would like to attend  
the seminar on allotments. The Council would pay her fee and travel 
expenses. This was agreed. 
 
Street Signs 
Councillor Howard produced the new sign for Sitterton Close. It 
cost £65 but will need fitting. It was agreed that it was a suitable 
design and that the Council could look at replacing street signs in the 
future at a rate of 5 per year. 
 
Boardwalk Funding 
The Clerk reported he has heard from Ms Lilley and that there is 
another email received today. He will now be able to proceed with 
the application to Viridor.  
 
Footpath West Street to Turberville Road 
Councillor Fairhurst reported that he has sent the application to DCC 
with the 51 evidence forms. He has also served notice on the Drax 
Estate. 
 
Cemetery Trees 
Councillor T Maunder reported that the work has been done, but as 
the trees are no longer wired up they must be checked to ensure that 
they don’t droop outwards. 
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11/040 Traffic and Transport 
 
Councillor Alderman reported that he had spoken to the proprietor 
of the Taxi service who told him there was no interest in it and that 
it would close. 
With regard to the Contingency Plan he will obtain more 
information from the County Council and meet the Chairman to 
discuss this. It was felt that resources should be allocated to the 
Parish, not just the village. 
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11/041 Children and Youth 
 
The mid teen youth of the village would like somewhere that they 
could just hang out in and relax. If a place could be found the first 
priority is to find people who would supervise the place. 
 
 
Councillor Pitcher also said that the Kicking Wall was in the wrong 
place because the ball often came off of the wall and went into the 
stream 
He felt that the recreation ground, as it belongs to the village, was a 
far more suitable site and that the Kicking Wall should be moved 
there once a space has been found. 
It was agreed that Councillor Pitcher should speak to the Youth 
Organiser about this proposal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

11/042 Community Liaison 
 
Councillor Maunder is waiting for a reply from East Dorset Housing 
Trust regarding siting a Christmas tree outside Cyril Wood Court. 
 
The Patient Participation Group has already received some 
completed surveys and it looks like it will be hard work to analyse 
them. 
 
He had been unable to attend the meeting on the Community Land 
Trust Project. However the starting point is that those taking part 
must have a piece of land available. 
 
The application, from the Sports Club, for help towards 
improvements to their facilities was discussed. They are needed to 
meet FA standards as the club wishes to progress. There is a 
shortfall of £5,000 between the total cost of £125,000 and the 
amount the club has available. Councillor C Maunder proposed that 
the Council offers £2,500 providing a site is found for the |Kicking 
Wall, Councillor Pitcher seconded this and it was agreed. 
Councillor Pitcher will put this forward when talking to the Youth 
Organiser. 
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11/043 District Councillors Report 
 
Councillor Wharf reported that PDC had contractors working on the 

 



trees in the Elder Road open space. This is to tidy up the area and 
clear power lines. 45 trees are being pollarded. 
The Wind Farm application comes before the Council again at the 
end of the month. 
With regard to the Core Strategy PDC has been told it did not do 
enough consultation more will be done delaying things until August 
2012. However, the alternative is to face a challenge. 
Councillor Wharf felt that the work on the A31 had been well done 
and completed on time. He will complete the survey with Councillor 
Alderman. 
DCC has also produced details of properties in Purbeck and who 
owns them. 
Councillor Howard has heard that there will be changes to waste 
management and will this affect Purbeck. Councillor Wharf said that 
PDC, West Dorset and Weymouth are using one set of contractors 
for this and it will not affect the service provided but will be 
cheaper. 
 

11/044 County Councillors Report 
 
Councillor Brenton reported that DCC is carrying out an Asset 
Management survey to find all the property it owns. At present each 
department keeps its own property and the idea of the survey is to be 
able to utilise all the property to which ever department needs it. 
This will also include looking for other unused building in the public 
sector. 
The overall intention is to lose 25% of its properties. 
The Weymouth Relief Road will be opened soon. 
The closure of the B3390 for work at Moreton will now be a full 
closure. The Clerk will put up the notice. 
Cuts are beginning to hit throughout the services. DCC is looking to 
forming one Community Grant body rather than the few they have at 
present. However, there will not be much funding available. 
Councillor Wharf reported that PDC has decided not to continue 
with the Purbeck Community Partnership, 
  
 

 

11/045 Finance 
 
Councillor Alderman proposed that the expenditure for March, of 
£3,449.43, be approved and that the Budgets and Financial 
Statements for January and February 2011 be accepted, this was 
seconded by Councillor Munnings and agreed. 
The matter of Mr Shaves work and that of the Lengthsman was 
discussed and the feeling was that this was part of the Lengthsmans 
job. Councillor Margetts proposed that Mr Shave be given 3 months 
notice, this was seconded by Councillor T Maunder and agreed. He 
will be sent a letter of thanks and the Chairman will speak to him 
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11/046   Communications 
 
Items for the Parish Magazine are The Chairman’s Annual Report, the
Wedding and the Lengthsman 

 

 Actions to be carried forward  



 
Village signs 
Garden Show 
Hedge at Southbrook 
Footpath West Street to Turberville Road 
Allotments 
Boardwalk Funding 
Contingency Plan 
Sports Club/Kicking Wall 
Xmas tree at Cyril Wood Court 
Patient Participation Group 

 
 
 


