
MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT THE 
DRAX HALL, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 
Present:  Cllrs  A Duncanson    R Pitcher    R Margetts    C Maunder 
      T Maunder    M Howard   
 
Chair:    Cllr I Ventham 
 
Clerk:    Mrs A Crocker 
 
Also present were 8 members of the public 
 
The Chairman opened by  informing all present that the order of the meeting had been changed to allow 
for discussion to take place regarding the planning applications as a number of representations had been 
received  from villagers. This  item would be brought  forward,  the meeting would  then be adjourned and 
the Village Walkabout would take place, after which, the Parish Council meeting would be reopened. 
  
11/123 To receive apologies for absence  
  
 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Alderman, Fairhurst, Munnings and Wharf. 
 
The Chairman then asked the members of the public present if they had any comments they would like to make: 
 

- Mr Booth – with regard to the Tower Hill application – he had written to the District Council expressing his 
concerns and a copy of his letter had been given to the Parish Council. He explained that the boundary of his 
house is being infringed by the widening of the road. The last two tarmackings of the lane have resulted in the 
post holes that were originally marking his boundary fence line being covered over. Should the plans remain 
in their current form, it would result in the turning circle of any vehicle extending on to their land. Vehicles 
have continued to encroach onto their property despite the various signs that have been put up. In addition, he 
expressed concern that, when building commenced, lorries accessing the site would block the lane. The 
addition of two houses in this area would result in additional traffic on a day to day basis. 

- Mr & Mrs Bicknell – Tower Hill application – expressed concern with regard to the height of the proposed 
No. 74. The plan indicates a pitched roof, containing rooms. 

- Mr Cleave – Central Stores application – expressed concern that he had heard nothing about this proposal 
until he had seen it on the agenda. Whilst he was not against the development of this site, he felt the proposal 
seemed large. The Chairman reported that the plans had not been published in time for discussion at this 
meeting and would be covered at the October meeting. 

- Paul Harrington, architect for the Tower Hill scheme – reported that the boundaries had been set following 
consultation with Highways. They were aware that the property would overlook the Bicknell’s and that was 
why there were no windows on the side facing no. 73. 

 
As there were no further public comments at this stage, the Chairman closed the public meeting and opened the Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
11/124 Declaration of interests in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 

 
The Chairman declared a pecuniary and prejudicial interest in the second of the planning applications and 
would leave the room during any discussions. 
  

11/125 Planning & Housing          
 

As Cllr Fairhurst was unable to attend the meeting, Cllr Howard had been briefed on the Planning Working 
Groups deliberations and addressed the meeting. 

 
11/125/1  6/2011/0526/7 – Tower Hill, 74 & 75 West St – alterations & enlargement of outbuilding to form 

dwelling & demolish garage & erect new dwelling. The PWP had two concerns regarding this 
application:  a) Tower Hill is very narrow and any delivery vehicles will block the road 

   b) Two new dwellings will create more parking than is catered for.  



 The recommendation is to suggest that there should be no gates for the mews house, allowing delivery 
vehicles to pull off the road. In addition, the footprint of the house and garages should be dropped 
back one car’s width to create more off road parking and allow delivery vehicles to pull off the road. 
It was agreed 5 in favour and 2 non-votes that the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. 

 
Cllr Ventham withdrew from the meeting and Cllr Howard took the Chair. 
 
11/125/2 6/2011/0527 – The Old Mill – Change of use to residential only 
  Due to the nature of this application, the PWP made no recommendations. No objection. 
 

ACTION: CLERK  
 
The applications in respect of 88 Central Stores – convert to one bed flat & 2 bed maisonette and erect 2 x 3 bed semi-
detached dwellings with garages & associated parking had not been received in time for this meeting and will be 
discussed at the October meeting. 
 
Cllr Ventham returned to the meeting and declared the meeting temporarily closed whilst members took part in the 
Village Walkabout. 
 
8.30pm The Parish Council meeting resumed. 
 
11/126 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11th August  2011 
 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. They were proposed to be a 
true and accurate record of the meeting by Cllr Howard and seconded by Cllr T Maunder. They were signed by 
the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 
11/127 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 
 

None  
 
11/128 Key Topics 
 
11/128/1 Village Forum 

Saturday 24th September. Cllr Wharf has agreed to chair the meeting in Cllr Ventham’s absence. It is hoped 
that, from the meeting, the Parish Council will be able to establish: 

 Souls Moor -what the village would like to use the communal area for  
 Jubilee Celebrations – try to achieve the makings of a committee to organise the event, ideally 

with a chairman who is not a Parish Councillor. On a National level, the 3rd June has been set 
as the date for the National Street Party and the Scouts are being actively encouraged to take 
charge of the beacon and beacon lighting ceremony. It would be nice to think this could be 
done on Souls Moor.   
 

11/129 Village Environment 
 
11/129/1 Village Tidy  

This will take place on Sunday 23rd October between 10 am and 12 mid-day. As in the past, it will take the 
form of small teams working in one hourly slots. Soup will be available at the Royal Oak afterwards. Cllr 
Howard will send the contact details and flier to the Clerk who will submit it to the Village Distribution List 
and Cllr Ventham will post it on the village web site and Facebook. 

 
ACTION: CLERK/CLLRS HOWARD & VENTHAM  

 
11/130 Finance 
 
11/130/1 To approve monthly expenditure 
 
 The following payments had been requested: 
 P Critchell  July 2011 – Lengthsman  1310   314.00 
 J Hiscock  Cemetery grass cutting contract  1311   230.00 
 Valuation Office Report re Souls Moor   1312   432.00 
 Mrs A Crocker  September wages, training  1313   485.60 



 HMRC   PAYE September   1314     86.40 
   Total payments requested from the Precept     1548.00 
  

It was proposed by Cllr T Maunder and seconded by Cllr Margetts that the payments are made and the 
cheques were signed by Cllr Ventham and Cllr Howard in the presence of the meeting.  
 
11/131/2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 
 

A copy of the reconciliation had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no 
questions raised. 

 
11/131/3 Comparison to budgets 
 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. The Clerk reported that should 
income and expenditure continue according to the budget, the Parish Council would finish the year in an 
overall loss situation of £1,018.35. This had increased since the last meeting, following the unbudgeted 
granting of £500 to the Mini Soccer Club and offset in part by the receipt of monies from DCC in respect of 
the Lengthsman. 

 
11/132  Communications 
  
 Items for the Parish Magazine: 

 The Village Walkabout 
 Souls Moor 
 Village Forum 

 
As this was not a normal meeting and many of the usual agenda items had been omitted, the Chairman permitted 
AOB. 
 

- Cllr T Maunder reported that the cemetery had been cut on Monday 5th. The main path will be sprayed to 
alleviate the moss problem and will then be cleared on the next visit. 

- Cllr C Maunder asked for an update on the asset list. The Clerk will produce a draft and circulate it with the 
minutes. 

ACTION: CLERK  
 
- Cllr Ventham reported that reported that he had been in touch with the Community Pay Back team who had 

confirmed that they would be willing to supply some volunteers for the path work. A meeting will be arranged 
and costings, etc put before the October meeting. 

- Cllr C Maunder reported that he had received confirmation of the Christmas tree order. It was decided that, 
beneficial to arrange to have a permanent external socket fitted. 

- County Cllr Brenton reported some success regarding the taxibus service. Virtually all are being withdrawn 
due to lack of use. However, the 316 will be utilised on Thursdays to cover Bere Regis to Blandford and 
Wareham. The timetable is still a discussion document but will be introduced week commencing 2nd October 
2011 to replace the Taxibus service which is finishing on Saturday 1st October. It will not need a telephone 
booking and will be run by Dorset Community Transport. Notification will be put in the Parish Magazine. 

 
ACTION: CLERK  

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………..   Dated: ……………………………… 


