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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13th OCTOBER 2011 AT THE 
DRAX HALL, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 
Present:  Cllrs  R Pitcher    R Margetts    C Maunder    L Fairhurst 
      T Maunder    M Howard    S Munnings    L Alderman 
      District Cllr P Wharf   
 
Chair:    Cllr I Ventham 
 
Clerk:    Mrs A Crocker 
 
Also present:  R French (developer), S Battishill (Head Master, Bere Regis First School), 6 members of the public 
 
Public Session 
 

- Russell French introduced himself as the owner of the West Street development. 
- Sue Hazelrigg – property overlooks the driveway of 88 West – in favour of both planning applications.  
- Kate Willis – school crossing – concerned regarding the possible removal of the school crossing lady.  

 
Note 7.10 Cllr Fairhurst arrived. 
 

- S Flange – has submitted a letter in objection to the 88 West St application (letter is held on file) 
- S Battishill, Head Teacher – the C6 is a very dangerous section of road and vehicles do not stop unless the 

lollipop lady is there. Every time the children go out on a school visit or to the church they have to wait for 
cars to stop. 

- Liz Gale – lollipop lady – has very nearly been knocked over on a number of occasions and vehicles do not 
stop even when she is stood in the middle of the road.  

- Chairman – perhaps a log should be kept for a month to record all such incidents. Evidence is required to try 
to strengthen our case. 

- S Battishill – a log book could be kept in the school for parents to record any problems they encounter on the 
way to and from school. 

  
11/133 To receive apologies for absence 

 
Apologies have been received from Cllr Duncanson (holiday) 

 
11/134 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2011 
 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all councillors prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Howard 
proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Alderman. They 
were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting.  

 
11/135 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 
 
11/136 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 
 

Cllr Wharf – has now been advised that as Chair of the Purbeck District Council Planning Board, it is 
recommended that he does not remain in the room for planning discussions. 
Cllr Margetts declared a personal interest in one of the tree work applications.  

 
It was agreed that, as members of the public were here regarding the planning application, this item would be 
brought forward on the agenda. 
 

7.05 Cllr Wharf left the room. 
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11/137 Planning & Housing         
 
11/137/1 To consider planning applications  
 
11/137/1/1  6/2011/0424 - North Street (3-4 Coach Cottage), Bere Regis, BH20 7LA: to demolish 

existing workshop garage and rebuild as detached single storey two bedroom bungalow with integral 
car port.             
The PWP recommended that the Parish Council re-iterate its concern that, despite the amendments, 
not all the boundaries are shown correctly. 

 
11/137/1/2 6/2011/0416 – 3-4 Coach Cottage, North St, Bere Regis: to demolish existing workshop 

garage and rebuild as detached single storey two bedroom bungalow with integral car port.  
The PWP recommended that the Parish Council re-iterate its concern that, despite the amendments, 
not all the boundaries are shown correctly  
 

 
Note 7.18 Cllr T Maunder arrived. 
 
11/137/1/3 66/2011/0549 & 6/2011/0550 – Central Stores, 88 West Street: Internal and external 

alterations convert the ground floor and basement from a shop and store to a one bedroom flat and a 
two bedroom maisonette with associated access and car parking. 
The PWP recommends that we respond saying the Parish Council does not wish to see the loss of a 
commercial premises in the village centre. Although we appreciate that the premises have been 
offered for sale or rent for two years, the Parish Council is not satisfied that it has been offered at an 
appropriate market price and therefore object until the premises have been offered at a realistic 
market price for a reasonable period of time in accordance with Planning Policy Statement 5: 
Planning for the Historic Environment (Practice Guide) March 2010. 

 
Mr French informed the meeting that the property had been marketed by Matthew Pike, Dorchester 
but no rent had been quoted and no enquiries had been received. After some discussion it was agreed 
that confirmation will be sought from Purbeck District Council to ensure sufficient marketing has 
taken place under the required Standard and Planning Policy Statement 5. The Parish Council will 
object to this application until such proof has been received.  (5 in favour and 3 against) 
 

11/137/1/4 6/2011/0551 – Central Stores, 88 West Street: erect 2 x 3bed semi-detached dwellings with 
integral garages and associated parking 
The PWP recommends that the Parish Council responds saying that whilst welcoming plans for the 
development of this neglected site, the Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds that the bulk 
of the proposed building, occupying the whole width of the site, is too excessive. Also the design is out of 
keeping with traditional buildings in the village. The Parish Council would further recommend that 
resubmitted plans echo the footprint and bulk of the original barn (now demolished). 
 
 
 

11/137/1/3 6/2011/0561 – Bere Regis Sports Club – amendments to approved scheme – external 
cladding and changing room windows. 

 The PWP recommends no objections. 
 
 
 
7.35 Cllr Wharf re-entered the room 
 
11/137/2 To consider tree work applications  
 
11/137/2/1 13 North St – reduction of ash, remove sycamore, fell birch. The PWP recommended no objections. 
 
11/137/2/2 38c West St – fell & replace rowan. The PWP recommended no objections 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

http://planning-purbeck.dorsetforyou.com/planning/PlanAppDisp.asp?RecNum=37352


 	 Page	3� 	
	 	

 
  It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council accepts the PWP recommendations.  
    
 
 
11/138 Key Topics 
 
11/138/1 Village Forum  
 

Minutes were circulated to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Wharf summarised the general 
feeling of the meeting which was very positive throughout. The Diamond Jubilee working party is to meet on 
the 27th October at the Sports Club – 7.30pm 

 
11/138/2 Soul’s Moor update 

 
Cllr Munnings – very positive feedback from the Village Forum. The application for funding is to go before 
Viridor shortly. A desire to assist with fund raising was expressed at the meeting and this should be followed 
up in due course. The Bio Blitz was carried out on 17th September – a great success with many villagers 
turning out. Some weeds will be cut before the end of the month with the assistance of Dorset Wildlife Trust. 
The next job will then be looking into the raising of the boardwalk and improving the route to school.  

 
11/138/3 New School site update 
 

A report was circulated to all the councillors following the governors meeting with Jacqui Groves. 
Confirmation has been received from Savills that they are speaking to DCC regarding the land. Jackie Leeton 
of DCC is awaiting approval from the property committee in order to go ahead with the surveys. Graingers 
should be happy with £75/80k for the land. It is hoped DCC will be happy to purchase the land with a view to 
building the new school on it in 2 or 3 years’ time. It is the intention of the Parish Council that additional land 
is purchased at the same time, in order to allow space to site a new doctors’ surgery, etc. This would involve a 
financial contribution from the Parish Council. Cllr Wharf reported that, following Cabinet discussions, 
Swanage has approval for its free school and the Cabinet recognised the need for investment in the Bere Regis 
School.  
The Chairman reminded members that DCC are still considering two possible sites for the new school – the 
Souls Moor site and the site at the top end of North Street. 
 

11/138/4 Risk Assessment 
  

A copy of the current Risk Assessment was issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. As several 
members did not have the report to hand, it was decided to defer this to the November meeting.  

 
 
 
11/139  Village Environment  
 
11/139/1 Stone signs for the village   
 

It has now been agreed that the third sign will be sited opposite the entrance to Green Close. The utility 
companies have been contacted and there are no cables in the area. The owner of the nearby property has been 
contact and is happy with the proposal. 

 
11/139/2 Lengthsman Scheme 
  

Generally working well but it is evident that there is a need to keep on top of things. A full report will be 
drawn up as is required at six monthly intervals. 
    
 
 

11/139/3 Community Resilience Plan 
 

This item is to be deferred until the November meeting. In the meantime, councillors are asked to go through 
the form and complete any information they can. In addition to completing the blanks on the form, councillors 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR HOWARD 
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are asked to set down any additional ideas they may have that could enhance the Plan. The draft will be 
reissued to councillors and they are asked to respond by the 4th November.  
. 

11/139/4 Boardwalk footpath & land transfer  
 
 On-going.    
 
11/139/5 Path West Street to Turberville Road  
 
 The Clerk will contact Morden Estates and get a progress report. 
 
 
11/139/6 Tree Management Plan 
 
 Helen Lilley of PDC has said that the report will be ready at the end of October.  
 
 
 
11/139/7 Cemetery  

 
Cllr T Maunder reported that he had met with Jason Hiscocks on Tuesday at the cemetery whilst he was there 
to cut the grass but it would appear some of the work has not been completed and the moss on the pathways 
does not appear to have been cleared as was promised. Cllr Maunder will remind them of a review in the New 
Year. Mr Jon Cleave will continue to lay the hedge in Cemetery Lane. 
 
 

11/139/8 Notice Boards 
 

Paul has renovated the existing board at the shop. The Clerk has received a quote from S Brown of 
Puddletown to repair 2 of the notice boards and replace the shop one completely for £500. He will be 
contacted to find out if the shop one can have “Bere Regis Parish Council” carved into it and also find out 
what wood he is likely to use. It was proposed Cllr Wharf, seconded by Cllr Alderman and agreed 
unanimously that the Clerk go ahead and organise the repairs/replacement up to a value of £700. 
 
     
 

11/139/9 Village Tidy 
  

Posters have been put out around the village and the usual suspects have volunteered their services. The aim 
of this year’s tidy is to concentrate on the weeds. If, once removed, they are left in the gutters, the sweepers 
will be around afterwards and will clear them away. All those turning up are reminded to bring their hoes with 
them. Hot soup will be available in the Royal Oak afterwards. 

 
11/139/10 Street Lights Upgrade 
 

This is taking longer than it should do. It appears that the contractors have been experiencing problems with 
deliveries and with getting people to do the work but they should be away by the end of October.  

 
11/139/11 Rights of Way – Footpath survey  
     
 This will now be carried out in the spring and councillors will be allocated a path to check. 

It was reported that the gates on path from the cemetery to Black Hill are missing. The Debenhams will be 
informed.  
 

 
11/139/12 Defects 
 
 - Footbridge – Cllr Howard reported that PDC got a contractor to repair the decayed timber but they 

only did half a job. PDC have now sought two more quotes to complete the work and have said that it 
will be done in 2 to 3 months. 

 - Old Barn Road – drains are blocked. 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR HOWARD 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR T MAUNDER 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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 - Southbrook Road – the tree in the centre of the road should have a blue arrow on it. 
 - Elder Road – the hedge has finally been cut. 
  
 
 

 
 

11/140 Traffic, Public Transport and Roads       
 
11/140/1 Traffic Survey – in hand. £340 to be budgeted for this in the 2012/13 budget.  
 
 
 
11/140/2 Winter Salt  
  

The Clerk and Cllr Alderman met with Steve Mepham of Dorset County Highways two weeks ago and were 
able to confirm the following: 

 2 of the new grit bins have been installed – the third for Old Barn Road will be installed 
shortly. Once they are all in place the Clerk will contact Mr Mepham and he will arrange for 
them to be filled.   

 Mr Mepham confirmed that West Street has been designated a Community Link Route under 
the new scheme and, as such, will be gritted when there is a threat of snow. This should ease 
the problems experienced in Shitterton and on Manor Road as the grit will be carried down on 
car tyres. 

 Shovels and manual grit spreaders – it was proposed by Cllr Fairhurst and seconded by Cllr 
Munnings and agreed unanimously that the Clerk purchases 4 snow shovels and 2 manual salt 
spreaders. Cllr Pitcher will provide training and a Safe System of Work objective. 

 
 
 

11/141 Children & Youth   
 
11/141/1 School Crossing 
  

A copy of the letter sent to the school had been issued to all members prior to the meeting. 
It is understood that of the 61 lollipop ladies within the county, 55 have been saved. Those to go are ones 
covering a recognised crossing such as a zebra crossing and warning lights. 
It was generally felt that we need to fight this as the road is notoriously fast, despite the 30 mile an hour speed 
limit, and often it is only the presence of the lollipop lady that encourages vehicles to stop. It is important that 
we stress the safety of the children.  Despite the Safe Routes to Schools initiative, this area is still unsafe. Cllr 
Brenton offered to contact Rob Camp of DCC and ask him to carry out a speed survey. She also explained that 
when the Policy Development Panel were discussing this action, they went back to the criteria used for setting 
up a school crossing to start with, which included the amount of traffic going over a crossing at a critical time 
and whether or not there was another crossing. The Panel then looked at sheet records showing the number of 
cars using the road but it is not known whether the records used for this exercise were recent. It may be 
possible for the crossing to be upgraded, perhaps to a light control. 
At present the children are accompanied by their parents so there is a safety element there. However, in the 
knowledge that the number of children attending the school is due to increase and the age range is to be 
extended, the children will be of an age when they are more likely to be unaccompanied. The school did 
highlight its concerns when the original policy was floated a year ago. 
The Chairman reiterated the need to obtain evidence of the danger from the school and this can be presented 
with the other arguments. The Parish Council will then contact Rob Camp with an emphasis on the Safe 
Routes to School. At the same time, we will request another volume survey is undertaken, with attention being 
paid to the excessive speed and increased weight of the vehicles now using this road – tanks, lorries, farm 
vehicles, quarry traffic. The Clerk will draft a letter in support of retaining the Patrol. 
 
 
 

11/141/2 Youth Shelter 
 

ACTION: CLLR ALDERMAN 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 



 	 Page	6� 	
	 	

Alex Clothier will be invited to address the meeting in November prior to which his report will be issued to all 
councillors. 
 
 
The death of Terry Vine was reported to members. He ran the Legion Youth Group, Lennies, for many years 
and was well known throughout the village. A letter of condolence will be sent on behalf of the Parish 
Council. 
 
 

11/142 Community Liaison  
    
11/142/1 Patient Participation Group  
 

Meeting dates and Newsletter are to go on Facebook. Cllr C Maunder gave another plea for more members to 
sit on the group. 
     

11/142/2 Diamond Jubilee 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Alderman and seconded by Cllr Margetts and agreed unanimously that a sum of 
£1,000 is set aside to assist with the event. It is hoped that, as with the Royal Wedding Celebrations, the 
project will be self-funding but this will act as a buffer.  

 
11/142/3 Drax Hall 
 
 As busy as ever with some very successful events.  
 
11/142/4 Day Care Services 
 
 A paper had been submitted to all councillors prior to the meeting. 
 Cllr C Maunder spoke in favour of and recommended option 3. 3 in favour, 6 against 

It was generally felt that we were asking to make a decision without having sufficient knowledge but as a 
reply was required by the 24th October, our decision would have to be based on the information to hand. Cllr 
Margetts proposed the Parish Council support option 2 and this was seconded by Cllr Howard with 6 in favour 
and 3 against. The Clerk will respond accordingly. 

 
 
11/142/5 Sports Club 
  

Cllr Howard expressed a personal interest in this item as his property backs on to the site in question. 
A letter has been received from the Sports Club setting out their plans with regard to the field immediately 
south of the recreation ground. They are now in a position whereby they will be looking to make a funding 
application to Sport England and must demonstrate that they have local support. It was proposed by Cllr 
Margetts, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed unanimously that the Parish Council write a letter stating that 
we support their bid in principle but would like to see a certain amount of restriction placed on the site in that 
it can be used for recreation only. The Clerk will draft a letter and e-mail it to councillors for comment before 
sending it. 

 
 
11/142/6 Scouts 
 

Cllr Ventham declared a personal interest as he is involved with the scouts but is not involved with this 
project. . 
The Bere Regis Scout Group has offered to co-ordinate the annual Remembrance Day Parade and is asking 
the Parish Council to meet the Blandford Stour Valley Band’s cost of £110.00.  
It was proposed by Cllr Pitcher, seconded by Cllr C Maunder and agreed unanimously that we support this 
very worthy cause.  

            
 
11/142/7 Volunteer of the Year 
 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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We have received notification of the above awards and have until 9th January 2012 to submit names.  
Councillors are asked to think about who we would like to nominate and inform the Chairman by the 5th 
November. This will then be discussed at the November meeting as a Confidential item. 

 
11/142/8 School governors needed  
 

A request has been made for a Community Governor. Cllr Wharf proposed Cllr Munnings for the role and this 
was seconded by Cllr Margetts and agreed unanimously. 

 
 
11/142/9 Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Cllr Wharf reported that the Localism bill is about to become law. Cerne Abbas Parish Council is being used 
as the path finder in respect of the Neighbourhood Plans and could be contacted for advice on how to get 
started. The Plan must run alongside the Core Strategy and Local Plan. It is proposed that the Planning 
Working Group take this on and produce a first draft to go to PDC for January.  

        
11/143 Police and Security          
 
11/143/1 PACT Panel 
 
 All is very quiet. Please remind villagers to report all incidents no matter how trivial they may think they are. 
 
11/143/2 Enquiry Office Review  
 
 The review is due to take place on Tuesday 8th November. Details will be forwarded to Cllr Margetts. 
  
 
11/144 District Councillor’s Report  
 
11/144/1 The Boundary Commission 
 

They will be making the recommendation that Bere Regis will be part of Blandford and Wimborne.  
In addition, there is a presumption for three-member wards in the Purbecks. Bere Regis is currently a 1 
member ward. Reasons for not making them a 3 member ward now have to be submitted. Cllr Wharf urges the 
Parish Council to support the 1 member ward option. If we change to 3, it will mean the ward will be 
extremely large and we will be less likely to have the councillor attend the parish and local meetings.  

 
11/144/2 PDC Statement of accounts  
 

Available from the Clerk 
 
11/144/3 National Planning Policy Framework  
 

This went to Council on Wednesday 12th. Cllr Wharf pointed out that there has been a presumption for 
development for many, many years. There is now a presumption for sustainable development which is even 
tighter and the media have been creating unnecessary hype regarding this Policy. A request has been 
submitted for inspectors to give equal weight for emerging plans as existing local plans. The core strategy is 
now a year off getting approved. 
 

11/145 County Councillors Report  
  
11/145/1 School transport  
 

There is still a problem getting the children to school. An audited scrutiny session is to be held on Thursday 
20th October. 
  

11/145/2 DCC Offsted checks  
 

This relates to the checks on child safe guarding, on fostering, child care, etc. Dorset has achieved a “good”
 status. 
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11/145/3 Core Mineral Strategy 
 

The response date for comments is rapidly approaching and it is important that the Parish Council submits its 
view. Cllr Howard will review this and liaise with Clerk to draw up a response.  
           

 
 
 
 
 
11/146 Finance 
 
11/146/1 To approve monthly expenditure 
   

The following payments had been requested: 
 
 J Loxton  Domain name renewal   1315     12.59 
 Alan Goldstone  Ssouthbrook hedge cutting  1316   325.00 
 BDO LLP  External audit fees   1317   210.00 
 J Hiscocks  October cemetery grass cutting  1318   230.00 
 Mrs A Crocker  October wages    1319   363.03 
 BWBSL  Standpipe – cemetery Oct-March 1320     64.50 
 HMRC   PAYE – October 2011   1321     86.40 
  
   Total requested from the precept            £1291.52 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Peter Fairhurst and seconded by Cllr Howard that the payments are made and the 
cheques were signed by two councillors and the Clerk in the presence of the meeting. 

 
11/146/2 To confirm asset register 
 
 As several members had not received this in time, this item is deferred until November 
 
11/146/3 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 
 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There being no questions, they 
were signed by the Chairman to be a true and accurate record. 

 
11/146/4 Comparison to budgets 
 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  
 
11/146/5 Matters arising from year end audit  
 

The Clerk reported that the only item highlighted was the need to audit test the internal audit requirements. A 
questionnaire will be submitted to Kingsbere Accountants and included as part of the annual review of the 
Risk Assessment. 

 
 
11/147 Communications 
 

 Items for the Parish Magazine: 
 DCC cabinet meeting comments on school 
 School crossing patrol 
 Village Forum 
 First meeting of the Diamond Jubilee Committee 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed 9.28 pm 
 

ACTION: CLLR HOWARD/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Signed: ………………………………………………………….    Dated: ………………….. 
 


