
MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2011 AT THE DRAX HALL, 
BERE REGIS , COMMENCING 7PM 

 
Present:  Cllrs  R Pitcher  R Margetts    C Maunder    L Alderman 
      T Maunder  M Howard    S Munnings    A Duncanson 
      District Cllr P Wharf 
 
Chair:    Cllr L Fairhurst 
 
Clerk:    Mrs A Crocker 
 
In attendance:  County Cllr A Brenton 
 
No members of the public. 

 
11/163 To receive the County Councillor’s report 
 
11/163/1 School crossing patrols –  It has been confirmed that Bere Regis will be  losing County support.  It has also 

been determined that, should a sponsor come forward, all they would be liable for would be the salary and not 
any legal fees, redundancy, insurances, etc.  

 
11/163/2 School Buses  ‐ All the Bere Regis 6th form children now have places on buses to Lychett Minster School.  

However,  it would be worthwhile sending a  letter to be sent to Trevor Jones, Chairman of Audit and Scrutiny, 
saying that 6th formers from rural areas are being severely disadvantage by the lack of places being allotted on 
the school buses. The current scheme is in place for 5 years so this problem is likely to continue.  

 
11/163/3 Night closure on the A31 – DCC are now putting in SIDs and cutting back hedges to improve visibility.  Cllr 

Brenton will check to see if it will be possible for traffic to cross at Red Post whilst this closure is in operation. 
 
7.14pm County Cllr A Brenton left for another meeting. 
 
11/164 To receive apologies for absence  

 
Cllr I Ventham (holiday) 
 

11/165 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2011 
 

A copy had been  issued to councillors prior to the meeting. They were proposed to be a true and accurate 
record of the meeting by Cllr Margetts and seconded by Cllr Wharf. The minutes were then signed by the 
Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 
11/166 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 
 
11/166/1 School Crossing  ‐   notification has been  received  from DCC  that a meeting will be  taking place with  the 

school on Thursday 12th  January 2012,  to which  the Chairman and Clerk of  the Parish Council have been 
invited. The annual cost for sponsoring the lollipop lady has been given as £2,771.91. 

 
11/166/2 Volunteer of the Year – Information regarding Mr Vine has been received and the documentation will now 

be sent in. 
ACTION: CLERK 

 
11/166/3 Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Munnings and the Clerk met up with Steve Dring and Diane Bemand from PDC 

on  1st  December  to  discuss  the way  forward.  An  advert  is  going  into  the  January  edition  of  the  Parish 
Magazine  asking  for  volunteers  to  assist  with  the  project.  Cllr Munnings  sent  a  report  to  the  Planning 
Working Party  setting out a proposed  time  scale. This will be  circulated  to all members. The Plan will be 
brought up at the Village Forum in February.  

 



11/166/4 Path from West Street to Tuberville Court – The Senior Rights of Way Officer at DCC can find no record of 
any correspondence from the Morden Estate relating to this path. They will now follow it up with the Estate 
to find out what is happening.  

 
11/167/5 Village Forum – To take place on Saturday 25th February 2012 running 10 to 12 with coffee to start and 

soup and a roll to finish. 
   
11/167 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 
 
  Nothing was declared at this stage 
 
11/168 Key topics 
 
11/168/1 Winter Maintenance Plan 
 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 
It was proposed by Cllr Wharf that the Winter Maintenance Plan  is adopted and this was seconded by Cllr 
Howard and agreed unanimously.  The Plan will now be submitted to Dorset County Highways and posted on 
the web site. 

ACTION: CLERK  
Cllr Wharf left the room. 
 
11/169 Planning & Housing         
 
11/169/1 To consider planning applications  
 
11/169/1/1  6/2011/0714: Larkspur, Snow Hill – create 2 off road parking bays with new retaining wall & external 

steps. Erect storage shed. Modify vehicular access & erect canopy. 
  
 A response had been received from the neighbour and it was felt that the proposed scheme would have a 

detrimental impact on the adjoining property. Following a site visit, the PWP would recommend objecting to 
this application on the grounds of impact on the adjoining property although a lesser scheme may well be 
possible. 

   
11/169/1/2 6/2011/0526 & 0527 Tower Hill – amendments to original plans  
 

It would appear that none of our original comments have been taken into account. Our concerns will be 
reiterated regarding the need to move the footprint to enable any delivery vehicles to pull off the road. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Margetts, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed unanimously that the 
recommendations of the PWP are accepted. 

ACTION: CLERK 
11/169/2 To consider tree work applications 
 
 None received. 
 
Cllr Wharf returned to the meeting. 
 
11/170 Village Environment  
 
11/170/1 Stone signs for the village - To nominate a councillor to manage the donation process  
 

It was agreed that anyone who gives any amount of money, no matter how small, will have their name 
recorded in a commemorative Jubilee Book, to be held in the Church.  Anyone who donates over £100 will 
have their name (maximum of 12 letters) carved onto one of the stones. Cllr Alderman kindly volunteered to 
take on this task and it will be publicised at the Village Forum. It was suggested that this is also put out to all 
the village organisations to ask their members if they would like to make any personal donations. It will not be 
possible to have business names recorded on the stones as this would amount to sponsorship and the stones 
would then require planning permission and may incur business rates. 

 



11/170/2 Lengthsman Scheme    
    

The Clerk, Cllr Howard and the Lengthsman attended a course at DCC to discuss the scheme and find out 
how everyone felt it was going. DCC confirmed that they should have sufficient funding for the full three 
years but there was no real guarantee after that. Since that meeting, a review has taken place with the 
Lengthsman, Cllr Howard, the Clerk and Cllr Ventham. The Lengthsman is keen to carry on and the scheme 
has achieved a lot of positives since it began in April 2011. The repairs to the play park have yet to be 
resolved but a quote has been received for repairs to the 6 legs at £60 per leg. It was agreed Cllr Howard 
should inform the contractor that we are happy with the quote and he goes ahead and carries out the work. 
It should be noted that PDC have donated a dog bin to replace the one that went missing from the 
Shitterton/West Street corner. 
 

11/170/3 Tree Management Plan        
 

The Clerk met with Richard Wilson, Environmental Design Manager for PDC to discuss the Elder Road Plan. 
Since then, an e-mail has been received setting out PDC’s proposals. These are: 

- PDC fund the cost of maintaining the site on a decreasing revenue basis over three years. 
- Funding support is provided to the Parish Council to assist in the cost of preparing a management 

plan for the site to be commissioned by the Parish Council. It was suggested that PDC assess the 
cost of a consultant preparing such a plan and provide the Parish Council with half of the cost. 

- That use of the land is restricted to open space and kick about area, to be so restricted by 
covenant. 

DCC are still in the process of adopting the footpath and associated structures within the site. 
After some discussion is was proposed by Cllr Alderman, seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed 
unanimously that the Parish Council is happy in principle with the proposal as long as the costs are not too 
high. 

  
11/170/4 Cemetery - To consider the renewal of the current contract   
 

Cllr T Maunder and the Clerk met with Hiscocks on 1st December and decided that everything would be done 
by agreement. Cllr Maunder will attend the cemetery after each visit to review the work and discuss what 
needs to be done. Any complaints or problems, from either party, will be made in writing. The contract price 
will remain at £2,760 pa, payable in 12 monthly instalments and the contract will be reviewed in June and 
December.  The agreement has been issued to Hiscocks to sign and return and a copy is attached to the 
minutes for information. 

 
11/170/5 Defects      

• The bench at Shitterton triangle – slat has been replaced but it now needs to be proved and the 
ends of the seat replaced 

 Trees at 43 elder Road – Cllr Howard spoke to the owner and has referred him back to the 
landlord, Sovereign, but has suggested he contact the Parish Council again if he has no 
success with them. 

 Drain at the corner of Shitterton Close – Cllr Howard spoke to Highways and they got a team 
out to sort this out, together with the other drains that were causing problems. They are due to 
clear all the Bere Regis drains in April 2012. Cllr Alderman reported that there are still more 
drains in Old Barn Road that need to be looked at. Cllr Howard will follow this up. 

 2nd light from the west end of the village – the tractor that was cutting the hedging collided 
with the light and it now needs repair. 

 Footpath by the allotments – the bushes have grown over the pavement. Letter to go to the 
Drax Estate. 

 Boardwalk – rails on either side of the bridge by the scout hut are falling off. This is the 
responsibility of the Parish Council and will be passed to the Lengthsman.  

 
11/171 Traffic, Public Transport and Roads  
 
11/171/1 Traffic Survey - Cllr Alderman has now received a response regarding the proposed survey. We have 2 

options:  
 A 12 hour manual survey including processing and reported at a cost of £600. 
 A full week’s survey using tubes outside the school, including processing and reporting at a 

cost of about £350. 
It was proposed by Cllr Margetts, seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously that we take the option of 
the week long tube survey. Cllr Alderman will report back to DCC accordingly. 



11/171/2 2012 Olympics  - Cllr Alderman reported that the Army have been briefed on what will be happening during 
the Olympics. They are anticipating 170,000 visits to Weymouth during the period. Should there be any 
incidents the A31 will be closed and the C6 will become a one way road. 

       
11/172  Children & Youth  
  
11/172/1 To consider the proposal for a play area  
  

Cllr Pitcher has organised a group of parents who are keen to get involved with this project. It is hoped that 
the same parents would then be involved with the Souls Moors project at a later date. All councillors had been 
issued with a proposal for the play area from Mr Martin Cooke of Heritage & Leisure Management who 
would co-ordinate the project. It was proposed by Cllr Wharf, seconded by Cllr Duncanson and agreed 
unanimously that we proceed with the project. An initial meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 14th 
December between the school, Mr Cooke, Andy Frost (the designer), Cllr Pitcher and the Clerk. Councillors 
will be kept informed by way of regular updates. 
 
Cllr Duncanson raised the issue of the youth shelter. It was originally suggested that an enclosed shelter could 
be put on the Elder Road site but, from the Tree Management Proposal, it would appear that this is now no 
longer the case.  However, youth shelters have moved on to such an extent that it would now be worth looking 
at this again in the knowledge that this is a long term project. 

 
8.17 Cllr Wharf left the meeting. 
 
11/173 Community Liaison            
 
11/173/1 Diamond Jubilee Plans  
 

The newsletter has been put in the parish magazine and the working party have had their second meeting. It is 
quite likely that the fireworks will not go ahead as an appropriate site cannot be found. Talks are on-going 
regarding a number of issues. It is now clear that Woodbury Hill cannot be used for either the beacon or 
fireworks. 

    
11/174 Police and Security  
 

Cllr Margetts attended a PACT meeting and reported on local crime. Diesel is the biggest problem but metal 
theft is on the increase. There have been 5 burglaries in total in the parish between September and December 
2011. Beckie Buckler is our new PCSO and we now only have one PCSO and one police officer as we have 
so little crime. We have no graffiti so the PACT priority for the next 3 months is to attend all the groups and 
give crime prevention talks. 
 
As from the 9th January the Holton Heath road will be closed again for 3 months for sewerage work.  

 
11/175 District Councillors Report   
 

• Gypsy & Travellers sites in Dorset documentation is now available. This is for information only as the Parish 
Council has already submitted its response. 
 

• National Planning Policy Framework. Workshops are arranged for January and four councillors are already 
booked on them. 

      
11/176 Finance 
 
11/176/1To approve monthly expenditure 
 
 The following payments had been requested: 
 
 Bere Regis Parish Mag  2 adverts    1332    24.00 
 J Hiscocks   November cemetery grass cutting 1333  230.00 
 Mrs A Crocker   November 2011    1334  420.30 
 HMRC    PAYE November 2011    1335    86.40 
 P Critchell   Lengthsman – November 2011  1336            1224.18  
 DCC    Cost of grit bags   1337   240.00 



The total amount requested from the Precept is £2,224.88. The payments were proposed by Cllr Alderman and 
seconded by Cllr Margetts and signed by two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 
11/176/2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 
 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. It was noted that a sizeable 
amount is being held in the deposit account and we need to think about using this towards some of the up and 
coming projects. 

 
11/176/3 Comparison to budgets 
 
 A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 
 
11/176/4 To consider items for 2012/13 budget 
 

Cllr Maunder suggested that the budget for the Christmas trees next year should be increased to £600 as they 
were likely to come in over budget this year. 

 
11/177 Communications 
 

• Neighbourhood plans 
• Village forum 
• Stone signs 
• School bus 

 
 
 
Cllr Wharf holds a surgery at Turberville Court on the first Saturday of each month from 9.30 – 10am. Originally, 
Parish Councillors took it in turns to attend this surgery but this seems to have fallen by the wayside. The Clerk will 
draw up a new rota to commence in the New Year. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


