
 
 

Chairman’s Report for the Annual Parish Meeting 
14th May 2015 

 
At the Parish Forum, last November, I reported in some considerable detail on our plans for Souls 
Moor and other Open Spaces in the village, on the Neighbourhood Plan, and on various other 
initiatives that were underway. I shall use this meeting to report progress on the same matters. 
 
Much that we do in the Parish Council is ongoing, and often unseen. For instance, we meet regularly 
with our Community Police Team led by PC Jon Stuart to review crime and anti-social behaviour in the 
parish. I’m pleased to report that we have very low levels of crime and very little anti-social behaviour. 
There has been just one incident that the police were called out to in the last few months.  
 
Another ongoing matter is our regular scrutiny of planning applications and tree work applications by 
our planning sub-committee led by Laurie Fairhurst.  
 
Perhaps more noticeable is the work carried out by our lengthsman, Tony King, to keep our open 
spaces well-maintained, clean and tidy. Tony has recently been re-appointed as our contractor. In the 
first quarter of this year, the breakdown of his time was: 100hrs working on the Elder Road site, 
71hours working at the cemetery, 19 hours picking up litter and clearing dog mess, 9 hours making and 
repairing finger posts and signs. 
 
Turning now to our more specific activities: 
 
The NeighbourCar scheme and The Salt and Pepper lunch club, both initiatives of Brenda House, go 
from strength to strength.  
 
The First World War Commemorative Programme started with the centenary Church Service, held on 
Sunday 3rd August last year. The series of 6 monthly talks was initiated with an excellent talk on the 
naval battle of Coronel last November, and there is another in the series this coming Saturday by an 
eminent speaker, Dr. Spencer Jones 
Senior Lecturer in Armed Forces and War Studies, University of Wolverhampton. His subject is 
“Courage without Glory: The British Army on the Western Front 1915”. 
 
Remembrance Sunday was made memorable last November by the appearance of our guests from our 
twinned village of Cerence. Who will forget the French Tricolour being carried through the village, and 
the singing of the French National Anthem in honour of the 70th anniversary of the liberation of 
France and the Centenary of the outbreak of the First World War? 
 
Closer to home, Robin Pitcher and our environment team have done sterling work in clearing areas of 
undergrowth in the Elder Rd streamside nature reserve. 
 



We continue to work closely with our school and with DCC to bring the new school to fruition. As the 
owners of Souls Moor, which will provide the access route to the new school, we have been heavily 
involved in a complicated swap of common land to enable this to happen. 
 
We have now been authorised to carry out Community Speed Watch patrols with a small radar gun on 
Rye Hill, in Elder Rd, and on West Street. Watch out for the appearance of hi-vis jackets shortly! 
 
Finally I want to report on the disappointingly slow progress in creating the Neighbourhood Plan. I will 
not repeat the main content of the plan, as you will remember we consulted widely on it in the 
autumn. However our efforts to gain agreement in principle with the Drax Estate to our proposal to 
allow 48 houses to be built on the allotment site near Back Lane are presently stalled, as the 
landowner would like to see many more houses than we are prepared to agree to. However, the good 
news is that another landowner is keen to bring forward ideas for the smaller sites near White 
Lovington, and we await these.  
 
Our consultation exercise in the autumn did raise another interesting possibility. Responses to our 
question about future uses of the existing school site were fairly evenly split between those wanting to 
see housing there, and those wanting to retain the school buildings either for community use or for 
commercial use. We have therefore been speaking to officers at DCC, who have no firm plans at 
present, and who have proved receptive to the possibility of some housing on the current school 
playing field and the possible use of the school buildings for community purposes. These ideas are 
being pursued. 
 
 
Ian Ventham 
 


