
 
MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14TH MARCH 2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, 

BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 
 
Present: Cllrs R Pitcher   C Maunder  R Margetts  A Duncanson 

  M Howard   L Alderman  T Maunder  L Fairhurst 

       

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 
  

In attendance:  County Cllr Alex Brenton, 11 members of the public. 

 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked that they speak for no longer than 2 minutes each. 

 

12.158 Public Participation 
 

12.158.1Grit Bin  

 

Moira Fripp requested a grit bin to go in Butt Lane. The Clerk will look into this and check suitable locations 
with Dorset Highways. 

 

 
12.158.2 Traffic on the C6  

 

Before discussion commenced, the Chairman reminded those present that the Parish Council is not responsible 

for roads and neither is PDC; they are the responsibility of DCC Highways. He explained that there has been 
considerable activity on the village Facebook page following the posting of a photograph taken a few days 

ago, showing a lorry mounting the kerb in order to get through a traffic jam. A survey of the road was carried 

out in May 2012 and it showed that speeding was not as bad as people’s perception of it. The quantity of 
heavy commercial traffic has increased.  Some of the suggestions put forward on Facebook included a speed 

camera, yellow lines, a car park in the field to the south of the school. It might also be possible to try and get 

more parents not to drop their children off by car. Cllr Pitcher stated that many parents are not able to walk 
their children to school. Some of the heavy traffic is a result of commercial vehicles going to the camp picking 

up repaired vehicles. Whilst there are time constraints on military vehicles using the road during the school 

times (they are not allowed off site before 9am and must be back in by 3pm), no such constraints can be 

applied to the contractors.  
To go through each of the suggestions: 

- The Parish Council can talk to the camp to see if any measures can be put in place with regard to the 

contractors.  
- Car park – the field belongs to the Drax Estate and they are unlikely to give this up. Even were this to 

come about, it may lead to more problems with cars entering and leaving the car park across a footpath 

being used by children. 

- Yellow lines may well lead to the increase in the speed of traffic. At present the parked cars, by restricting 
the flow, do restrict the speed of traffic.  

- Speed camera – we can ask but it is unlikely.  

 
Cllr Brenton reported that she had spoken to the Garrison Commander regarding the traffic through Wool, 

which suffers from the same problems. She was told that the MOD cannot restrict the contractors with the 

low-loaders; they can ask them but they cannot tell them. She will ask the County Road Safety Officers to 
visit the site again and see if they are able to offer any suggestions.  

 

The request for a 20mph limit passed the school was dismissed by Highways as this is a strategic route. It may 

be possible for the signage to be altered by directing the heavy traffic bound for Weymouth along the A35 and 
onto the new relief road. 

 

Cllr Margetts reported that he, together with PC Stewart had taken the speed camera to the C6 by the school 
recently during school drop off time.  It was noticeable that the lorries are not speeding but, due to the nature 

of the road and the limited space, they tend to sway and can appear very intimidating to pedestrians.   
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Mr & Mrs Wright and Mr Wareham, all from Green Close, expressed concerns over the access to the Close. 

When pulling out there is very limited visibility in both directions, especially to the right. This is further 

exacerbated by cars parking close to the turning.  They would like a convex mirror positioned opposite the 
entrance. Cllr Brenton will include this request when she speaks to the Road Safety Officers.  This request 

was raised some months ago and it is understood that PDC are aware of it and it is awaiting planning consent. 

The Clerk will speak to PDC and find out what the holdup is. 
 

 

Steve Wareham informed the meeting that Dorset is the only county that does not have a 20mph by the 

school. He personally would like to see single traffic only, with give ways in front of the school. Cllr Brenton 
repeated that DCC policy is they do not approve of 20mph on through roads.  

 

The Chairman suggested that the school might look at “walking buses”. The children meet in the Turberville 
car park and are walked up the school by teachers or volunteers, all wearing their hi-viz jackets. Vicky Mayo 

and Julian Lightfoot, both being School Governors, said they would take this suggestion to the next governors 

meeting. 
 

12.158.3 West Dorset Wind Farm Application  

 

Martin Usherwood, Tolpuddle – informed the meeting that the turbines referred to in the application are 
Danish, with a life span of 12 to 15 years. Denmark is currently removing most of their turbines. The offer of 

the benefit is not binding. There is nothing in the local plans to say any benefit can be enforced. The net profit 

kicks in after 15 years, with the majority of the money coming in between years 20-25. The quantity and size 
of vehicle movements, possibly along the A35, must be taken into account as some of the transporters will be 

over 48 meters long.  

Sharon Newman, Milborne St Andrew stated that she is not against turbines but this is not the right size for 

this location. Although from a different parish, Milborne and the neighbouring villages will have common 
concerns. The site covers from Weatherby to Athelhampton, over the Roman Road, monuments, etc. 498 

letters have already been posted to the WDDC web site but over 900 have been received to date and all will 

eventually appear on the site. Ms Newman went on to express the desire to protect the countryside and local 
history. Guidelines exist as to where such sites should be located and, due to the lack of such sites in Dorset, 

this one has been chosen, not because it is the most suitable, but because there are no other sites. 

Dr Tim Harley put forward the medical issues surrounding such sites. There is enough data saying that the 
huge turbines give off a lot of low frequency noise, leading to sleep disturbance, etc. Bere Regis and the area 

to the east will be downwind of the turbines, in the direct path of the prevailing wind and the most susceptible 

to this noise. 

Mr Moore reported that he had already furnished the parish council with a copy of his response but explained 
that, living at Weatherby House, he is sufficiently close to have some major concerns. He has invited several 

people to his house, including the developer, WCE and all have agreed that he will be majorly affected. Mr 

Moore went on to ask that the council does not to support the application. 
It was noted that the web site covering Rogershill turbine website states that the parish council is receiving 

£3500 to £4000 from the site, this is not true. No money has ever been received and the Clerk will contact the 

developer asking that they amend the web site. 
 

 

 The Chairman then asked Councillors to give their opinion of the application: 

 
Cllr Howard– against the proposal. He informed members that he had attended the presentation at 

Briantspuddle. The size and scale of the proposal is far too big and it will impinge on Bere Regis. 9 turbines in 

this location will impact on the environment that we enjoy, result in a loss of the rural landscape in the area 
and have a detrimental effect on the historic site. The visual impact would be fundamental.  

Cllr T Maunder – in favour of the proposal. He felt that if we do not do something now to conserve energy 

and control the carbon emissions, what is going to happen in the next generation.  

Cllr C Maunder – in favour of the proposal. Like everyone else, he would like to see electrical power continue 
in the village and we must find ways of ensuring it does. In addition, we must find ways of reducing the 

carbon emissions. As for the historical sites within the area; very few people know about them and are they 

necessarily worth preserving.   
Cllr Pitcher – against the proposal. Agrees with Cllr Howard’s comments but would also like to emphasise the 

impact the turbines are likely to have on the road. With so many large structures sited so close to the A35, 

they are bound to draw the eye of motorists and may well lead to accidents. 
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Cllr Margetts – felt the only real cause for objection would be on the visual impact. In addition, any comments 

submitted should include a reference to the low frequency noise levels and the issues raised by the owners of 

Weatherby House. Should the application be passed, then we should stress additional investigation of certain 
areas is required. 

Cllr Duncanson – against the proposal. She felt that the impact on the county would be horrendous. She was 

not convinced that this is the green way to go. The noise could be extremely disturbing not only to people but 
also to animals. 

Cllr Alderman – for the proposal. Agreed that we need to do something about the greenhouse gases. He would 

be in favour with further investigation in respect of the noise levels.  

Cllr Fairhurst – against the proposal. He agreed with the comments that had already been made and felt that 
the low frequency noise and visual impact would be highly detrimental to the community. 

Cllr Ventham summed up by saying all councillors agree that there is a need to find alternative forms of 

energy, whether erecting wind farms is the way forward is open to discussion. The visual impact on the A35 
traffic requires more investigation and we would want to know much more about additional traffic using the 

C6 for transporting aggregate from nearby quarries to the site. 

 
 A vote was then taken; those in favour of supporting the application - 3 

     Those against – 4 

     Abstentions – 1 

 
 The Chairman withheld his vote.   

  

 In addition, it was agreed that, whilst the Parish Council was broadly not in favour of the application, if it 
should go ahead, we would be keen to have more investigation into the low impact noise, the impact of flicker 

and noise on the closest property and more investigation into the impact of increased traffic through the 

village. Whilst the Parish Council sympathises with those villages more immediately affected due to their 

proximity to the development, our response (copy attached) will be from the viewpoint of Bere Regis alone 
and how it is going to directly affect the village.  

    

12.159 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies have been received from District Cllr P Wharf (work) and Cllr S Munnings (holiday). 

 

12.160 To receive the County Councillor’s Report 

 

12.160.1 New School Site  - this is still on target and on budget. 

 
12.160.2 Bus Service Consultation – the whole network is currently in the process of being reviewed by external 

consultants. DCC’s current budget for the service is £2.7million and this is being cut by a further £1.1million. 

The purpose of the consultation is to find out from the representatives who uses the service and relies on it. 
This will be achieved, in part, by asking users to complete a questionnaire. The consultation lasts until the 15

th
 

April, after which a new set of proposals will be submitted. It should be noted that the 387 service is going to 

be funded until September 2013. 
 

 12.161 To receive the District Councillor’s Report 

 

The District Councillor was not present. 
 

12.162 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12
th

 February 2013 

 
A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Margetts proposed them to be a 

true and accurate record of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Duncanson and agreed unanimously. The 

minutes were then signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

12.163 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

12.163.1 Community Governance Review – Communications had been received from Mr & Mrs Hall regarding the 
Parish Council’s proposal at the last meeting. The Chairman had spoken to Mr Hall who was now happy that 

the whole farm should be transferred to Affpuddle Parish. 

 
 

 



 
12.163.2 Rye Hill Close – The drain jetters have been to Shitterton and the Rye Hill Close drain was on their list to do. 

 

12.163.3 Funding for the Neighbourhood Plan - No reply has been received from our letters sent to Angela Harrowing. 
Copies of all correspondence will be sent to Annette Brooks MP to see if she is able to achieve a response. 

 

12.164To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and review dispensations 

received 

 

Cllr Margetts declared a personal interest in the grant application as he is involved with the show. No other 

interests were declared at this stage and no dispensations have been requested.     
 

12.165 Key Topics 

 
12.165.1Turberville Road Car Park  

 

Various communications have been received from both PDC and DCC. The last piece of correspondence from 
PDC suggested that the West Street parking problems need to be resolved and, once this is done, then PDC 

will look at what can be done with regard to the car park. This would appear to be the wrong way around and 

the Clerk will pursue getting the car park re-marked. 

 
 

12.165.2 Information Boards  

 
The Parish Council is very keen to have a board explaining what is available in the village put up in the car 

park. This has also arisen during the Neighbourhood Plan consultations. Cllr Howard will liaise with Julian 

Lightfoot see if they can sort something out and report back to the April meeting. 

 
 

 

12.165.3 Village Notice Board  
 

A request has been made for a village notice board to be put up in the shrubbery at the entrance to the surgery.  

This would be available for villagers to use for all the various notices that are currently put up on telegraph 
poles. It was suggested that a request is also made to Cllr Wharf for a board to be put on his wall to cover that 

end of the village.  

 

12.166 Finance  
           

12.166.1To approve monthly expenditure   

 
The following payments had been requested: 

 

P O Brady Ltd  Stone signs – bases, etc    1467      576.00 
Andy Frost  Interim payment re play park   1468  10000.00 

Wessex Water  50% of cemetery rates to 31.03.14  1469        75.00 

Tradewind  Under 5s play area signs x 2   1470       36.00 

Drax Hall  Offset Tilhill cheque (payee incorrect)  1471       48.00 
ECO Solutions  Turf for play area    1472     313.20 

Bere Regis PCC Donation towards church yard up keep  1473     500.00 

Mrs A Crocker  March 2013 wages, expenses   1474     606.18 
HMRC   PAYE – March 2013    1475         61.00 

Tradewind  Additional play area signs   1476       71.25 

P Critchell  Lengthsman – February    1477   1419.69 

 
The total amount of expenditure is £13,706.32, of which £10,000.00 will be taken from grant monies received 

and the balance will come from the Precept. The payments were proposed by Cllr Margetts, seconded by Cllr 

Howard and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 
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12.166.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made. 
 

12.166.3 To Review position against budget 

 
A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made. 

 

12.167 Planning & Housing     

 
12.167.1 To consider planning applications      

 

6/2013/0122 – 2 Rye Hill Close – extend width of property on the ground and first floor     
 

The Planning Working Group recommended no objection to this application.  

 
It was proposed by Cllr Alderman, seconded by Cllr Duncanson and agreed unanimously that the 

recommendations of the Planning Working Group are accepted.  

 

12.167.2 To consider tree work applications  
 

There were no tree work applications to consider this month. 

 
12.167.3 To receive an update on Mapping Options 

 

Cllr Munnings is looking at the next stage and will report back next month. 

 

12.168 Village Environment  
 

12.168.1 To consider quotes for the cemetery railings 
 

The Clerk requested that this item is postponed until the April meeting. 

 
12.168.2 Supporting local businesses 

 

The Chairman and Cllr Fairhurst met with the owners of both the village shop and the post office. The PO is 

in a very fragile state and may not survive. The impact of home deliveries on the village shop’s business has 
been substantial and may mean the shop will have to stop offering groceries in the future and reduce the 

business to a convenience store only. It may help if a small group of people were to get together and try to 

come up with some ideas as to what we can do to help local businesses. Cllr Fairhurst reported that one of the 
neighbourhood plan volunteers has offered to head this group. Cllr Duncanson will also sit on the group. 

  

 
12.168.3 Village Walks & Waymarking 

 

To be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
12.168.4 Dog Mess - Again  

 

This is a constant problem. Cllr Brenton suggested contacting Sue Powner of Dorset Dogs. They have one 
employee who will attend schools and meetings and will give a presentation, including activities for children. 

It was suggested that perhaps the school could look into this. 

 

The Chairman suggested that the Parish Council could also purchase cans of brightly coloured spray paint and 
volunteers could then spray the dog mess. By doing this, residents would be able to fully appreciate the extent 

of the problem. It was suggested that this is done just for a week and a piece is put in the magazine explaining 

what is happening. The Clerk will purchase some cans. 
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12.168.5 Neighbourhood Plan Update  

 

The Working Parties were due to meet next Monday but, as there have been so many apologies, a new date 
will be set. 

 

12.168.6 Defects    
-   End of North Street – cut hedge and verge is growing across road 

-  Egdon Close – hedge is growing out over again 

 

12.169 Traffic, Public Transport and Roads         
 

12.169.1Road Traffic Survey 

 
This has been confirmed and will take place at the same time as last year. The survey measures volume, time 

and type of vehicle and will enable us to start a comparison with last year. 

    

12.170 Children & Youth  

 

12.170.1 Play area update – the next step        

 
Congratulations are extended to Cllr Pitcher and his team for a fantastic job and a brilliant new facility for the 

village. A letter will be sent to Cllr Pitcher and his team, together with a certificate of merit. 

 
 

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that the Play Group is meeting next Thursday at which time they will be collating the 

financial position and will report back to the next meeting. There have been one or two issues regarding the 
equipment: the zip wire has now been repaired but, should it fail again, a bracing line will be put in.  

 

The next project will be a skate park. Various suggestions have been put forward regarding a possible location 
but this will be discussed at a later date. 

 

There have been complaints regarding youths using the play park for late night drinking sessions. The PCSO 
will be asked to visit the site on a Saturday late night and early morning in order to prevent making this a 

regular occurrence. 

 

12.170.2 New School 
 

As the plans for the new school develop we need a liaison group. The chair proposed that a sub group is 

formed to do with parish facility within the school. 2 councillors and 2 governors – Simon Munnings, Robin 
Pitcher. First thing to do would be to draw up some terms of reference for the group and bring it back to the 

next parish council meeting. May approach the Sports club to see if they would like  a rep on the group as 

well. 
Vickie Mayo – need to find out what we want as a village. Adult education in the evenings, anything that we 

don’t already have in the village. Must be led by demand that exists and not take away from facilities that 

already exist. Take advise from the other school that has a shared facility. 

 
12.170.3 Souls Moor 

 

 Robin and Clerk met with Wessex Water and will report on a proposal at the next meeting. 
 Grant will be coming soon for fencing. Clerk to speak to Tony for photos for Viridor. 
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12.171 Community Liaison  

 

12.171.1 To consider a grant of £200 for the Annual Village Show       
 

Cllr Margetts declared an interest and took no part in the discussion. 

An application for a grant in the sum of £200 had been received from the Bere Regis Show. The money is to 
be used to assist with the cost of promotion, advertising and programmes. It was proposed by Cllr Howard, 

seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously that the grant is given. Monies will be taken from the 

2013/14 precept.  

 
12.171.2 To consider a grant of £200 for Autumn Leaves 

 

This grant had been submitted at a previous meeting and it was agreed it should be resubmitted for the 
2013/14 budget. It was proposed by Cllr Margetts, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed unanimously that the 

grant of £200 is paid. 

 

12.172 Police and Security          

 

Cllr Margetts reported that he had spoken to the Police with regard to incidents reported in and around the 

village for the year to date. There have been 3 thefts of diesel, 1 vehicle break in, and 2 burglaries - both from 
local businesses. In addition, several vehicles have been ticketed on the C6.  

 

12.173 Correspondence received & meetings attended 
 

12.173.1 Police & Crime Commissioner   

 

Mr Underhill, the new PCC, will be invited to the May meeting to give a presentation to the village. 
 

12.173.2 Street lighting  

 
Various e-mails had been received regarding the on-going replacement of the lamp poles that had only been 

installed less than two years ago, throughout the village. The Clerk reported that, having spoken to DCC, it 

appears the posts used were incorrect and did not reach the DCC specification. Discussions had been on-going 
between DCC and SSE since the work had originally been carried out. It had now been determined that the 

posts were not adequate and it would be the responsibility of SSE to replace them at their expense. 

 

12.174 Communications 

 

- Christmas trees – what they are for and who to place orders with 

- C6 issues 
- wind turbines 

- May traffic survey 

- Dog mess – fixed penalty notices 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50 pm 
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