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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9th MAY 2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, BERE REGIS , 
COMMENCING 7PM 

 
Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  C Maunder  M Howard  S Munnings 
   A Duncanson  L Fairhurst  T Maunder  L Alderman  
   County & District Cllr P Wharf  
    
Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 
 
Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 
 
In attendance: 13 members of the public. The meeting was filmed and will be used as part of the Village DVD. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2013/1 Chairman’s Annual Report on Parish Matters  
 

 The Chair read out his report for the year and this is attached and available on the web site. 

He ended by asking what people they would like to do, if anything, to commemorate the start of WW1 on 4
th

 
August 2014 and what they would like to do about some village signs to promote the village. Cllr Howard 

then showed some examples of signs from nearby villages that have been created by Julian Lightfoot. 

 
The Chair then invited Cllr C Maunder to speak about the PPG. This is a point of contact for anyone who may 

have health and welfare issues. 

 

2013/2 Reports from other bodies active in the Parish  
 

The Banter Club - Ian and Angie Wright gave a brief report on the Banter Club. The Club is now affiliated 

with DYA and holds weekly meetings. It is hoped that, as time goes on, the Club will become self-sufficient 
through fund raising and the tuck shop. With the help of DYA, a constitution has been set up and the 

appropriate Child Protection Policy and checks are being carried out. There are now 18 youths from the 

village who have joined the group. 
 

CARS – Jon Parker reported on everything the group had achieved to date. Monthly informal evening 

meetings are now being held, giving villages a forum to air their views and concerns on road safety, together 

with monthly coffee mornings and table top sales. The Pledge20 campaign has been launched and the group is 
liaising with North Street residents regarding their concerns over speeding traffic. Future initiatives include a 

“giant walking bus” in June, a Road Safety Summer Fayre, funniest pumpkin competition in October, Road 

Safety Weed goodies and the Road Safety Christmas Party. The 20mph campaign for outside the school will 
continue, as will the supply of the road safety vests for all new pupils to the school. 

 

Twinning Society – Judy Newton reported that the group has had a very successful year with 40 guests from 
Cerences spending the 15

th
 anniversary weekend in the village last September, during which time a visit to the 

RNLI was organised, together with a lunch at Amity Masonic Hall and an evening BBQ hosted by the 

Venthams at Shitterton Farmhouse. Bere Regis is a totally inclusive Twinning, welcoming anyone who would 

like an inside view of French culture. This year the group will be visiting Cerences in September and there are 
a few seats left on the coach.    

 

Pop in Place – Jo Syrett reported that the Pop in Place is still proving to be a vital and valuable village facility, 
catering for a wide cross section of the community. The Monday Cafe meeting place is getting more popular 

and more volunteers are needed. On Friday mornings the fruit & veg stall is going from strength to strength 

and the “New to You” initiative continues to be well received. The Pop in Performers now have 40 members 
of all ages and the current project is “Climb Every Mountain”. The Pop in Place Poppets meeting now takes 

place in the morning under the leadership of Sarah Leigh. The whole of the Pop in Place operates with a 

community team of 18, with volunteers and helpers taking this up to 40. It is now in its 17
th
 year and last year 

donated £4342.97 to a variety of causes. 
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Bere Regis Sports Club - Mike Boswell, Chairman of Mini Soccer Club reported that the Club overall was 

doing very well. In terms of the community links, the facilities were used by a variety of local groups – form 
Brownies, and the Banter Club, to Weight Watchers, and Slimmer’s World. Having achieved the 

refurbishment of both clubhouses, their expertise in fund raising is growing and they are happy to assist any 

group who wishes to raise funds. The venue is now also being used as a venue for weddings, birthdays and 
social functions. The Club is the preferred choice for DCFA due to the standard of the facilities. They have 

been sponsored by the FA Skills Fund for the last 6 months and the under 10s County Coach is working with 

the youngsters on a Monday night. The Club won the Dorchester 6 a side league last weekend.  They are 

working towards getting a woman’s football team together. A special plea was made to the residents of 
Griffins Gardens for their support as they are expanding hoping to expand the facilities in order to keep up 

with the demand they are currently experiencing. 

 
FoBRS - Vickie Mayo thanked everyone for all the community support the group has received over the last 

year with all the activities they have held. The recycling campaign collected just over 2 tonnes which meant 

they raised just over £1,000 
 

Village Hall Committee - Lynn Simmonds reported that the Village Hall had had a really positive year with 

hardly a day when it has not been hired out. The few fund raising events, including the Easter Bingo, the 

Purbeck Film Festival and the Christmas Bingo, were very well supported and there are now a lot of regular 
user groups. All the necessary checks and insurances are in place and booking enquiries continue to be 

received. The Committee is committed to keeping hiring rates low and a Booking Secretaries report has been 

compiled.  
  

W.I. – Arlene Duncanson informed the meeting that the WI began in Bere Regis 94 years ago. Contrary to 

popular belief, the meetings are not all about making jam and baking the perfect sponge. There is usually a 

speaker at each meeting covering everything from how to make pasta to how to learn to salsa. Other speakers 
have included the National Coastwatch Institute and the local Judiciary & Probation Service.  Members have 

poured hundreds of cups of tea and made countless cakes, cut umpteen sandwiches and been on hand to help 

out at most of the village celebrations, particularly for the Jubilee festivities. Sally Cheeseman, once again, 
organised the Pancake Day Races with members supplying refreshments and the children of the school all got 

involved. The money raised by this event was donated to the Church Bell Appeal. Members were asked to 

supply cakes for the Village Children’s Play Park and have planted daffodil around the Stone Signs as well as 
tidying the area to the west of the village.  The ladies of the WI enjoy doing what they do but are always 

willing to try new things and accepting new challenges. 

 

Play Park - Robin Pitcher reported that, with the new play park now up and running, the group is looking 
towards the next project which will be a skate park. A consultation day will be held in July. 

 

Bere Regis Scout Group - Ian Ventham reported that he is the current Chairman of the Group and Richard 
Teather will be taking over shortly. The group continues to flourish with 104 young people in membership in 

the 4 sections – Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers. In addition, most of the Explorers work as Young 

Leaders assisting the adult leader teams in the younger sections. Currently, as of the 1
st
 May, they have 20 

adult leaders across the Group. This year the Beavers, aged from 6 to 8, will be camping under canvas for the 

first time. Cubs and Scouts will be enjoying a range of activities including camping and cooking. Many of the 

Explorers will be going in the summer for their extraordinary expedition to Nepal, for which they have been 

training and raising funds for the past couple of years. We wish them every success and look forward to 
hearing their stories in September. 

 

Cllr Wharf said he would be doing two separate parish reports for the Parish Magazine this month and asked 
all those who have given a presentation to please pass their report to him by Wednesday 15

th
 May.  

 

2013/3 Open forum discussion  
 

Lynn Simmonds asked what was going to happen to the section of the new footpath alongside Elder Road at 

the end of Bitchams Mead that has been under water for some considerable time now. Cllr Ventham 
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responded that this was largely due to the amount of rain we have had recently and that the water laying on the 

path is the same level as the nearby river and, therefore, has nowhere to go. That said, repairs are in hand. 

 
Sam Bardwell asked if the path created across Souls Moor would be extended along to Egdon Close. Cllr 

Ventham said that it is hoped this, together with other path works, will be done in conjunction with Brian May 

and will become an adopted path. 
 

The Village tidy will take place this coming Sunday, commencing 10am. Cllr Howard asked if people did not 

want to make a major effort, perhaps they could just do the area in front of their house. Soup will be provided 

via the Royal Oak at 1pm.  
 

Chris Maunder proposed a vote of thanks for the Chairman’s annual report for this year and this was 

unanimously agreed. 
 

The meeting closed at 7:50pm 

 
 

Signed: ………………………………………………….   Dated: ……………………………………. 


