
MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, HELD ON THURSDAY 14TH MAY 2015 AT 

THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM. 

Present:   Cllrs M Richter, B Benjafield, R Pitcher, B House, S Munnings, T Bates, T Bennett, L 

Fairhurst 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

Also present: PCSO Phil Murray 6507, 8 members of the public 

Cllr Ventham welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave his report for the year to the 31st March 
2015. A copy of his report is available on the Parish Council web site.  
 
PCSO Murray reported that the crime rate is fairly low but there has been a problem recently with 
fraudulent telephone calls. He gave out Crime Prevention Advice packs. The telephone calls are 
specifically targeting the elderly who are giving out their bank account details. Cllr Benjafield will put 
something about this on the Facebook page. Residents are also receiving telephone calls from 
companies saying they are able to get refunds on council tax for a £50 administration fee. This is also 
fraudulent. 
 
Reports from Parish Organisations 
 
Twinning – Judy Newton gave a report of the group’s activities saying that 2014 has been a very busy 
and successful year. Events through the year included a Chinese evening, a Mexican evening, cream 
teas in August and the main event being hosting Cerences in September.  Cerences have gained a lot 
of new people who are very interested in getting involved. In November a coach will be going from 
Bere Regis to Cerences and there are still places available should anyone wish to go. You do not have 
to be able to speak French and attendance will not commit you to hosting a family next year.  
 
Autumn Leaves – Kath Jeeves sent a report about the group saying that it is going from strength to 
strength and now has 40 or 50 members. They thanked the Parish Council for their donation towards 
the running costs.  
 
Pop In Place – Lynn Simmonds gave a report from the Hall Committee saying that the hall has had 
another really good year with several regular user groups. This year a new regular user has joined 
and has already booked dates up to 2016. Work to the lower hall was finally finished and thanks are 
extended to the Parish Council for the grant given towards the work. All the regulations set down for 
a public building are now all in place. The Committee is looking forward to having a representative 
from the Parish Council join them, adding further links between the two organisations.  
 
 Pop In Place – Jo Syrett gave a report on the events over the past year. They were able to donate 
£3,889.62 to various charities through the year and special thanks were extended to the team of 
industrious knitters who have produced numerous blankets, baby clothes and toys for the 
hospital/orphanage in Bulawayo. Thanks to the legacy left by Barbara Charles, they have been able 
to purchase a play house called Barbara’s House for the poppet children. Rod Osmond has created 
the new web site – www.popinplace.org. Events during the year included the Easter Bonnet 
morning, the village quiz, the Sing As We Go summer show, the Big Chinwag and Strictly Cabaret. 
They now look forward to their 20th anniversary in September 2016.  
 

http://www.popinplace.org/


Scouts – Sylvia Bayliss gave a brief report from the Scout Group. They now have over 100 children 
involved and it is a thriving group. At the moment they are collecting for Nepal as several of the 
scouts were on the expedition there 2 years ago, where they helped to build a school. They have 
raised about £500 to date to benefit the families who they worked with. 
 
Church – Judy Newton, as Church Warden Elect, reported that the new vicar has been appointed. 

Bob Naylor will remain to help. The new vicar and his wife will be moving into the vicarage in 

September and will take up his duties in October.  Charles and Felicity are looking forward to moving 

to the area. Cllr Ventham reminded everyone of the bells appeal and the raising of over £60,000 by 

the community to get the bells recast and the machinery in the tower overhauled. The First World 

War commemorative bell was one of those overhauled. 

Open Spaces Report - Cllr Pitcher reported on Souls Moor, which has now been in parish ownership 

for 3 years. There is some light grazing planned to encourage species into the wet meadow area of 

the SNIC. New information boards will be going up in the near future. The open space area is now 

being cut regularly and once the school driveway is in place, we will have a better idea of what can 

be done with the area. The Lengthsman is now cutting the Elder Road open space and it is looking 

much better. The Shitterton Bridge was finally repaired by DCC. 3 work parties have been working on 

the area along the streamside walk to encourage the flora and fauna which, until then, did not have 

sufficient sunlight.  More work parties are planned for later in the year. Volunteers are always 

welcome. The Lengthsman is now also maintaining the cemetery.  Play Park – the Scouts spent their 

community day putting down new wood chip, the fence has been replaced along the road front and 

the rest of the fence will be replaced in the near future. The Lengthsman will be undertaking any 

repairs to the play park that were highlighted by the recent RoSPA inspection. 

NeighbourCar Scheme – This is still proving very popular with new clients regularly signing up and we 

now have 40 clients on the database. Most of the trips are for medical appointments but we are now 

offering “free within the parish” trips to clients, allowing more access to all of the village amenities. 

Although these are free for the client, drivers are still reimbursed their mileage and we need to 

ensure future funding and grants to allow us to continue this service. Since starting in January 2014, 

we have covered over 5987 miles, 332 trips including 35 “free” ones. We have received £3,250 in 

grants and £55 in donations and this means that we are comfortably covering our expenses. 

Salt & Pepper – The Lunch Club has become increasingly well received with clients now up to 55 and 

new members coming along most months. In November many of our volunteers attended, and 

passed, a Food Hygiene Training Course at Westport House in Wareham. With our 1st birthday 

coming up in July, we are hoping to celebrate the occasion by providing a glass of wine and some 

birthday cake. As well as the lunch club being a social event, we also try and invite relevant guest 

speakers along to the lunches to pass on information to our clients. This month we are hoping PC 

Jake Williams will be able to come along and discuss the recent spate of hoax calls being made to 

pensioners. The Police have started a new campaign to try and make individuals aware of the scam 

and, with over 300 reports made to the Police within the last two months, we felt that it was 

important to let our clients know about it.  

Both the NeighbourCar and the Salt & Pepper Club rely hugely on our dedicated teams of volunteers 

as, without them, neither of these initiatives could continue. If anyone would like to become a 

volunteer for either of these schemes, please contact Cllr Brenda House. 



 

Dementia Awareness – This is a new initiative being carried out in conjunction with Pop In Place. The 

next training session is planned for July. 

Banter – Started 2 years ago. It has run quite successfully with highs and lows but hit a crisis recently 

with not enough adult volunteers being able to attend. It is necessary to have 3 adults in attendance 

at each of the meetings. There is going to be a meeting shortly to relaunch the club. The Parish 

Council is going to withdraw from Banter as it is now running independently with its own bank 

account and committee, etc. This means the group will have to arrange its own insurance but the 

Parish Council will make a donation of up to £200 to cover this. 

Open Forum  

What length of time are we looking at for opening the new school? Providing the Planning Inspector 

gives his confirmation at the meeting on the 27th May, work should start very quickly and the school 

may open in September 2016. There will be activity in the field from SSE. A wayleave has been 

signed to allow the drainage work to be commenced.  

Dropping off. Parents will not be able to use the drive to the new school to drop their children off; it 

will only be used for the teachers and deliveries.  

There was some talk about putting a layby in on Elder Road. Highways were not keen on this as, 

according to their way of thinking, if you provide parking spaces; you will be encouraging more car 

use. They feel that Elder Road is wide enough for parking and passing. They are not averse to putting 

in a pinch point in Elder Road near to the play park and this is being actively pursued by the Parish 

Council.  

The school is looking into a walking bus from the central car park. It may be possible for the Scout 

car park to be used for longer term parking.  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:02pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


