
 

BRPC Minutes 2013/14  Page 1 
 

 
MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11TH APRIL 2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, 

BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 
 

Present: Cllrs A Duncanson, L Alderman, R Pitcher, L Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder,  

S Munnings, M Howard, District Cllr P Wharf 

 

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also Present:  9 members of the public, County Cllr A Brenton 

 

The Chairman informed all present of the resignation of Ron Margetts and that we would like to extend our 

thanks to him for his work over the past 3 years. This leaves a vacancy on the Parish Council. Mr Jon Parker 

has gathered together sufficient votes to make this a general election for the one post. Nominations will need 

to be in by 16
th

 May with the election date of 13
th
 June. Should there be only one candidate to stand, the 

election will be uncontested but, should more than one person submit a nomination, an election will have to 

take place at a minimum cost of £2,000 which will have to be borne by the electorate of the parish. Post 

meeting note: Purbeck District Council have confirmed that an election will be necessary and will take 

place on the 13
th

 June. They have also confirmed that the cost, to include polling cards, will be in the region 

of £4,500.00 for a contested election. 
 
13.1 Public Participation 
 

13.1.1 Rogershill Turbine – A question was raised with regard to the planning for the turbine. The Clerk informed 

the meeting that the planning will last for 20 years, this being the life expectancy of the turbine. 
 

13.1.2 Teen Café – 17 volunteers are now in place and a presentation was made at the Sports Club last week.  A 

response is still awaited from the Club with regard to the venue which is now the main holdup for the group 
being able to move forward. The youths have decided to name the club the Banter Club. Cllr Wharf asked 

Mr Wright if he could let him have a brief outline of the actions to date to go into the Parish Magazine. 

Thanks are extended to Cllr Duncanson for her work with the group to date and for acting as the link between 
the Club and the Parish Council. 

 

13.1.2 CARS Report   

 
13.1.2.1 North Street - Mr Parker reported that he had been approached by a resident of North Street regarding the 

30mph sign in North Street which had, until recently, been obscured by the hedge. Some non-local drivers use 

the road, thinking it is a short cut to the garage without realising it is, in effect, a cul de sac.  Having spoken to 
residents, there is a feeling that they are at risk from traffic when walking along the road. Mr Parker visited all 

those who were in on Wednesday and, with the exception of 2 people, everyone spoken to would like to have 

the 30mph sign removed and the speed along the road reduced to 20mph. He presented a petition containing 

31 names, all residents of North Street or Griffins Gardens, and asked for the Parish Council to submit the 
petition to DCC. In the meantime, he has contacted various companies dealing with sat navs to inform them 

that North Street is no longer a through road. As this was not an agenda item for this meeting, it will be 

discussed at the May meeting. 
13.1.2.2 Pledge 20 – The campaign was launched on Sunday 7

th
 April and was well attended by villagers, together with 

the County and District Councillors and Annette Brooke MP. 267 Bere Regis residents are reported to have 

signed their Pledge20 cards. By signing the Pledge20 card, the signee will be showing their support for the 
village speed limit to be decreased from 30mph to 20mph and specifying that they will endeavour to drive at 

20mph. This is in no way enforceable and is completely voluntary. CARS have contacted Dorset Police 

asking if it was legal to drive at 20mph in a 30mph zone and PC Jeremy Smith (7406) told them that it was not 

compulsory to drive at 30 in a 30mph zone, so long as the car is driven carefully and safely. When asked if 
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such a practice is likely to cause over-taking, he replied that so long as the driver over-taking did not break the 

speed limit or basic road rules then it would be perfectly legal. Consultation with the Institute of Advanced 

Motorists confirmed that, as long as driving at 20mph is for safety reasons, it is fine. (A full transcript of the 
CARS report is available upon request). 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr Parker for his report - CARS had clearly done a great deal of research into the 
matter and the Parish Council welcome any measures which are legal and encourage safety in front of the 

school. 

 

Cllr Alderman, as an experienced MOD driving instructor, reported that, in his experience, to drive at 20mph 
in a 30mph zone would result in a failure on a driving exam. He had likewise asked the Police for advice and 

Sergeant Burke (1662) had stated that if there was a road traffic accident resulting from someone driving at 

20mph and they are found to be on the Pledge 20 list, they could be liable for prosecution. People should drive 
responsibly and sensibly for the road conditions. As it was clear we have two completely opposite pieces of 

advice, the Chairman suggested that the Parish Council endorse anything that increases safety outside the 

school the but could not endorse any reduction in speed limit elsewhere in the village. He requested that 
CARS make sure they have sufficient public liability insurance to cover any potential issues that may arise as 

a result of their campaign.  

Mr Smith of Rye Hill informed the meeting that, with his driveway opening directly on to Rye Hill, he was 

keen to raise awareness of the speed of traffic in the 30mph zone. Of primary concern is the quarry trucks 
which come down the hill at a greater than 30mph speed. He would like to endorse the Pledge20 campaign but 

only for the area in front of the school and on Rye Hill, not throughout the whole village. He also asked if it 

would be possible to have more frequent visits of the speed camera to this part of the village. 
 

With regards to North Street, Cllr Howard said he felt that this was a special case. Many sat navs do show it as 

a through road. In addition, the junction of Griffins Garden and North Street is a blind corner and the parking 

up to and around the corner only increases the problem of exiting. He would like to support the petition being 
drawn to the attention of DCC. Cllr C Maunder told members that, in the 50 years he has lived here, there has 

only been one accident in this area and that was on the junction with West Str. He felt that unless the speed 

limit could be enforced, any reduction would become a pointless exercise. Cllr Fairhurst stated that some of 
his neighbours complained about the speed limit. When he visited the Highways Agency in Exeter, they were 

sympathetic towards allowing access to the sports club off the roundabout rather than via North Street and this 

is something that will be highlighted within the Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk will talk to the Police team 
regarding enforcing the speed limit more frequently. Cllr Brenton reminded members that, because of the cut 

in funding budget, DCC are taking no new representations to speed limits, traffic calming, etc. They are 

looking at new ways of completing the applications which may reduce costs but in the meantime, it means 

limiting demand. The list of requests already submitted will go through but there will be no new applications 
accepted. DCC responded some time ago regarding our request for 20mph speed limit in front of the school, 

saying if the road is not seen to be a sensible speed for traffic given the conditions, it will not be enforced as 

the road will be seen to be a main road. In the case of the C6, it is a major thorough fare and a recommended 
route for HGVs and will not be reduced to a 20mph zone.  Cllr Brenton recommended that the Parish Council 

puts their demands in a sensible way and just keep lobbying the Council. It is very unlikely that they will 

consider reducing the speed limit but we can keep asking. In the meantime, the Police will be asked to enforce 
the existing speed limits and the Parish Council will agenda the question of speed limits in a July once the C6 

survey has been carried out and any effect of the Pledge20 campaign would be seen. The North Street petition 

will be put as an agenda item for May. 

 
13.1.3 Tony Bates – Commented that he found it astonishing that North Street, having been closed for 31 years, is 

still being shown as a through road on maps. 

The Wildlife Group have been offered a presentation the Environment Agency regarding the Bere Stream and 
would like to involve the Parish Council and Group to organise a suitable date for the presentation.  

 

13.1.4 Souls Moor Fencing – The grant money should be en route to the Parish Council’s account. Once received, we 

can proceed with fencing the site. Mr Bates will send  a paragraph to Cllr Wharf for including in the Parish 
Magazine. 

 

13.2 To receive apologies for absence   
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No apologies had been received. 

 

13.3 To receive the County Councillor’s Report 

 

Cllr Brenton reported that there was not a lot happening at County at present due to the elections in May. There 
has been a great deal of reports from the Environment Directorate – specifically Highways. Due to the weather 

experienced this winter period, there has been an additional 3,000 category 1 calls out. These refer to defects to 

be mended within 36 hours and most frequently relate to pot holes and road damage. The teams have still 

repaired 95% of the defects within 32 hours, although a lot of the patching is not standing up to use. An extra  
£2million grant has been sent from Central Government for Highways use and £1.2mill of it will be used to 

carry out a patching programme.  

 
There is no further news on the school and dates for going ahead. 

 

13.4 To receive the District Councillor’s Report 
 

13.4.1 Land South of Elder Road – Mr Lockyer owns some land in this area, which he has now fenced. However, 

part of the fenced area is not his land but is owned by PDC.  PDC solicitors are now on the case and it should 

be stressed that in no way will they allow any building on this land. Mr Lockyer has also erected a “No 
Through Road” sign on Elder Road which should be ignored. Post Meeting Note: A recommendation has been 

received from the PDC solicitors telling the Parish Council to remove the fence at the western end of the land 

and put the materials onto Mr Lockyer’s land. A notice will be put in place explaining that this has been done 
and requesting residents contact PDC if they have any queries or questions relating to this course of action.  

 

13.4.2 Neighbourhood Plan – The District Council was going to consider possible funding to assist the Parish 

Council with its expenses at the April meeting. This has now been delayed until May in order to see what the 
new scheme from Central Government may have to offer. This is due to be initiated from 15

th
 April.  

 

13.4.3 Community Infra-structure Levy (CIL) – This comes into place in 2015 and will be going out for consultation 
shortly.  

 

13.4.4 Affordable Housing – Further consultation documents will be coming out shortly.  
 

13.4.5 Rye Hill Close - A series of posts have been put at the entrance to the Close for no apparent reason. No-one at 

either District or County seems to know why they were put in. Cllr Brenton will look into this.  

 

13.5 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 14
th

 March 2013 

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  Cllr Fairhurst 
proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Howard and 

agreed unanimously. The Chairman signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

 

13.6 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

13.6.1 Grit Bin for Butt Lane – The Clerk had been in touch with Highways and they have confirmed that a grit bin 

in this area would be filled by the County Council. An exact location has yet to be determined. 
 

13.6.2 Green Close mirror – The Clerk spoke to both PDC and Highways. Neither was prepared to sanction a mirror 

in this location and both said it would be contrary to their policies to allow one to be sited on the Highway or 
on Highway property. It is understood that CARS have approached the owner of the nearest gardens and they 

have agreed to allow a mirror to be sited on their properties. A request was made by the Clerk to CARS that 

they ensure all the relevant procedures have been followed with regard to installing the mirror and that the 

landowner is made aware that they would most likely be responsible for replacing/repairing the mirror if it is 
damaged and they are very likely to be held responsible should an accident occur as a result of the mirror’s 

usage. 
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13.6.3 Dog Mess – Bright yellow paint has now been purchased for highlighting the problem. A campaign will be 

run in May to bring the size of the problem to the attention of villagers in the hope that it will encourage 

people to clear up after their animals. 
 

13.7 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and review dispensations 

received 
 

No interests were declared at this stage. 

 

13.8 Key Topics  
 

13.8.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update  

 
It has been quite difficult to get a date that everyone is able to attend. The Working Parties will next meet on 

Tuesday 30
th
 April 2013. The Chairman of each Group will be asked to confirm the latest version of their 

section and we will then be able to start working on writing the plan.  
 

13.8.2 Rogershill turbine payments 

 

Following the last meeting, the Clerk wrote to the company responsible for the turbine regarding the statement 
on their web site saying they were giving money to the local parish council. At the time, this was not the case. 

However, the company have responded saying that the proposed payment is 3% or their gross annual earnings 

from production which, for the first year, looks like it generate revenues for the parish council of just over 
£6,000. It is their intention to pay the first quarterly payment at the end of May 2013 and the initial payment 

will be in the region of £2,000. Thereafter, quarterly payments will be made at the end of August, November 

and February each year. These payments will be made direct into the parish council bank account and we 

would need to send them an invoice or receipt for their accounts each time.  
 

The Chairman stated that members are now faced with two points of view;  

- Should we take this money and use it for the benefit of the community? 
- By taking the money it may look as though we consented to the turbine because of the money, 

which is not the case.  

 
Cllr Fairhurst – technically this is not profit from the venture but subsidised money from the taxpayer so, in 

effect, we have contributed to it. We did not object to the turbine as it was a single one. At that time there was 

no mention of money. 

Cllr Pitcher – when they first mentioned money the application was withdrawn. When the second application 
was submitted, there was no mention of money. We should accept the money but it should not be included 

with the general precept and it should be used for projects rather than for general running costs. 

Cllr Duncanson – agrees that the money should be kept separate and used for projects. 
Cllr Alderman – it is clear that we did not do this for the money but we should take the money. 

Cllr Wharf – reminded members that he took no part in any debate regarding this application but felt that it 

would be contrary for us not to take the money. However, he felt that the money should be included within 
other budgeted income. 

Cllr Munnings – the Parish Council did not support the turbine because of any potential income. If the money 

will benefit the people of Bere Regis, then we should take it. 

Cllr Howard – the money was excluded from any discussion that took place at the time and it did not 
prejudice the views of the council at the time. 

Cllr T Maunder – we should take the money and it should go into the main pot with the precept. 

Cllr C Maunder – agrees that we should take the money and put it in the main pot.  
 

It was unanimously agreed that the money should be accepted. The Chairman then asked for a vote on 

whether or not the money should be made available purely for projects within the village and kept entirely 

separately or should it be put it in the main pot but shown separately.  
 

Those in favour of ring-fencing for projects  - 2 

Against      - 6 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Cllr Wharf did not take part in the vote and the Chairman withheld his vote. 

 
Action: The money will be put into the general fund and used as the parish council sees fit. 

 

 

13.9 Finance 

 

13.9.1 To approve monthly expenditure 

 
The following payments were requested: 

 

DCC   Play Park Signs    1478         238.25 
DAPTC  Legislation Update   1479           35.00 

Bere Regis PCC Councillor vacancy advert  1480             9.00 

Bere Regis Show Grant for promotion, etc   1481         200.00 
Autumn Leaves  Grant towards speakers, etc  1482         200.00 

Hardy Signs  Amizing Prack signs   1483         130.73 

AM Edwards  2.5 days rights of way clearing  1484         250.00 

P Critchell  Lengthsman – March   1485       1161.20 
Mrs A Crocker  April wages & expenses   1486         739.15 

HMRC   PAYE & NIC – April 2013  1487         129.10 

 
 

The total amount of expenditure is £3092.43, all of which will come from the Precept. The payments were 

proposed by Cllr Howard, seconded by Cllr T Maunder and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by 

two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 
 

13.9.2 To confirm year end reconciliation of accounts 

 
A copy of the reconciliation had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No questions 

were raised. The Clerk pointed out that this was to give members a view of the position at the year end. The 

full year end accounts will be brought to the May meeting for confirmation, once they have been audited. The 
audit date is set for 6

th
 June, 2013. 

 

13.9.3 To Review the year end position against budget  

 
A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were made. 

 

13.9.4 To consider grant application of £200 for Bere Regis Teenage Café 
 

A grant application had been submitted by the newly formed group in order to assist with their setting up 

costs. The Chairman, Cllr Duncanson and the Clerk had attended the inaugural meeting and it was very 
positive and well represented. (See note under Public Participation).  It was proposed by Cllr Munnings, 

seconded by Cllr Fairhurst. The Chairman requested that the group provide regular feed backs to the Parish 

Council. 

 

13.10 Planning & Housing  

 

13.10.1 To consider planning applications 
      

6/2013/0161- Bere Heath Farm; station a mobile home – renewal for further 3 years 

 

6/2013/0164 – Piddle Cottage, The Warren – erect single storey rear extension 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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The Planning Working Party recommended No Objections to both applications this was proposed by Cllr 

Alderman, seconded by Cllr T Maunder and agreed unanimously. 

 
13.10.2 To consider tree work applications  

 

There were no applications for consideration. 
 

13.10.3 To consider mapping options  

 

Cllr Munnings reported that he had trialled a cheaper system but it was not capable of doing what we needed. 
He will be looking at another scheme and will report back at the May meeting. 

   

 

13.11 Village Environment  

 

13.11.1 To consider the quotations for work on the cemetery railings   
 

 This will be considered at the May meeting. 

 

13.11.2 Village walks & waymarking 
 

Cllr Pitcher will be working on defining the various walks around the village. Cllr Ventham asked that he 

make contact with someone from the Explorer Scouts who are keen to get involved with this project, Julien 
Lightfoot could then be approached and asked for assistance in the production of a leaflet. The mapping 

scheme, currently being reviewed by Cllr Munnings would be a useful tool in this exercise. 

 

13.11.3 Community Right to Bid  
 

Members had been issued with a follow up schedule regarding the buildings and sites listed at the February 

meeting. This followed the Clerk’s discussions with PDC. It was  proposed that the list is maintained but not 
formally registered at the moment. Should we think the building on the list is likely to come up for sale, we 

can then move on getting it registered. The list will be kept under constant review. 

   
13.11.4 Village tidy – Sunday 12

th
 May 

 

Cllr Howard will, once again, take on the organisation of this event. It is proposed that all those helping out 

will meet in the car park at 10am. Nearer the time, the traditional cleaning areas will be reviewed and PDC 
will be asked to come around after and pick up all the debris. He suggested that, rather than rely on the usual 

groups, everyone in the village is asked to do something, no matter how small. He will draft a paragraph for 

Cllr Wharf to include in his article in the Parish Magazine and will also do a flier to go into the magazine. It 
was suggested that this could be tied in with the “Target the Dog Mess” campaign.  

 

13.11.5 Horses on Souls Moor  
 

Cllr Ventham reported that we now have a contact number for the owner and the number will be put on the 

bridge nearby in case there is a problem with the horses at any time. It was suggested that the “Rights to 

Grazing” rules should be checked although it is understood that they do not come into effect until the animals 
have been on the site for over a year. As it is hoped the fencing work will start in May, the owners will be 

contacted with a view to getting the horses moved by the end of April. 

 
13.11.6 Defects 

 

There were no new defects reported. Cllr Ventham reported that the pothole in Shitterton has now been 

repaired. 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR MUNNINGS 
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13.12 Traffic, Public Transport and Roads  

 

13.12.1 Traffic Survey 
 

Cllr Alderman confirmed that this has been arranged and the invoice should arrive shortly. 

     
13.13.1 Children & Youth  

 

The Play Area final accounts cannot be completed until the work is completed. The trampoline is now the 

main issue and, once this is installed, we will be sent a final account. 
 

Cllr Pitcher reported that fund raising events are planned and discussion is underway for the skate park.  A 

proposal will be brought before the council in July. 
 

13.14 Community Liaison  

 
13.14.1 Village Business Promotion Plan  

 

John Scott has agreed to put together a small group of people to try to promote the village businesses and to 

try to encourage villagers to use them. There is a small percentage of people in the village for whom the 
existing shops and facilities are vital. Cllr Duncanson reported that the group has been formulated and consists 

of 6 people. They will be having their first meeting in about 4 weeks and will start to contact all the businesses 

and find out what they each supply. Progress will be reported at the May meeting. Cllr Ventham reminded 
members that this is a Parish Council led activity. Cllr T Maunder asked if this was purely for retail businesses 

or would it include the large number of other self-employed people working from home. Cllr Ventham replied 

that, at the moment, it would be aimed purely at the retail outlets but it may be possible to expand on this at a 

later date.     
 

13.14.2 School Facilities Group – Terms of Reference 

 
The draft terms had been circulated prior to the meeting and a meeting with Annetta Allen, Chair of the 

Governors, is to be arranged. A formal proposal will be brought to the May meeting once a discussion has 

been held with the school governors.    
 

13.14.3 Village Hall Representative  

 

It was noted that, following Cllr Margetts’ resignation, the Parish Council no longer had a representative on 
this group. Cllr Duncanson kindly offered to take on this role.  

 

13.15 Police and Security 
       

Cllr Alderman will be taking over this role. Contact numbers for the PCSO and PACT will be passed to him. 

 
 

 

13.16 Correspondence received and meetings attended 

 
13.16.1 Purbeck Healthcare Briefing  

 

Cllr C Maunder attended the meeting on the 27
th

 March on behalf of the Parish Council. The meeting set out 
the terms for the Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group but it was felt that, as the 40 members, were all 

County and District Councillors, they were distanced from what will be needed at the grass roots level and the 

group should contain more end users. Cllr Maunder reported that, as we all get older, we need to realise what 

this new organisation means to each of us and what we are required to do to help ourselves when we get older. 
He issued a note showing 7 guiding principles (attached).  

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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13.17 Communications  
 

The following items will be included in Cllr Wharf’s article: 

 
- Jon Parker calling an election and the dates of the election and nomination  
- Full election in May 2014 

- Youth Project 

- Pledge20 – there are some issues, it is voluntary, etc 

- Tony Bates to put something re Bere Stream 
- Debate on money regarding Rogershill Farm 

- Village tidy 

- Agenda put up on notice board, on web site 
- Speed cameras 

- Christmas trees the same as last month 

 
Cllr Wharf reported that, under the Representation of the People Act, neither he nor Cllr Brenton should put in a report 

but, as the magazine will be coming out after the election, it will not matter. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended 8:45pm. 
 

 


