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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8
th

 AUGUST, 2013 

AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM. 

 

Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  C Maunder  S Munnings  A Duncanson 
   T Maunder  L Alderman  B House 

   County & District Cllr P Wharf 

       

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 
 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 
In attendance: 9 members of the public, 2 representatives from PoPP  

 

13.64 Public Participation 
 
13.64.1 Revised Bus Service  - Brian Sheers of Winterborne Kingston spoke on the loss of the 387 service. He felt that 

some of the money being spent in Dorchester and Weymouth on the urban service should be used to assist the 

rural bus services. The loss of the bus would mean residents of Winterborne Kingston would be unable to get 
to the doctor’s surgery and facilities in Bere Regis. In addition, the loss of the 316 community bus service, 

although only running on a Thursday, means residents will be unable to get into Wareham. The loss of the two 

buses would effectively isolate residents, preventing them from getting to either Poole or Wareham. 
Glennis Jinks – Old Barn Road – expressed concern over the loss of the ability to go to Poole for the shops 

and hospital visits. 

Glo Curtis – as someone who cannot drive, she depends on the bus to get to work in both Dorchester and 

Poole. If the Poole link is being cut now, how much longer will it be before the Dorchester link is also taken 
away? Clearly the people making the decisions do not travel on the buses. Bus service providers should be 

made to keep the less profitable routes. 

Sue Brook – asked why the Blandford bus was being kept running when the majority of people go to Poole. 
Other members of the public commented that, should the Poole bus be removed, signing on and therefore 

work opportunities would be restricted to Dorchester only and, with the current lack of employment, it was 

unreasonable to restrict anyone’s prospects in this way. 
The Government has provided pensioners with bus passes but, with no buses, how are they supposed to use 

them? 

 

The Chairman then asked councillors for their comments (these are recorded under item 13.69.2). 
 

Other items raised by the public included the parking on West Street. It may be helped a little if the yellow 

lines were repainted as many are now quite faded. In addition, drivers are using Manor Farm Road as an 
alternative to avoid the congestion on West Street and, due to the speed they are travelling, it is making it 

quite dangerous to cross the road. The Chairman reported that DCC are investigating the use of yellow lines 

on West Street and the Clerk will follow up the case.  

 

13.65 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 Apologies had been received from Cllrs Fairhurst and Howard (holiday). 
 

13.66 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 11
th

 July 2013  
 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr C Maunder 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and 

agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

13.67 Matters arising from the minutes, for report only  
 

13.67.1 Promoting the Parish Council - Bernie Lightfoot will be invited to attend the September meeting to take 
photographs of councillors for inclusion on notice boards and on the web site. 

ACTION: CLERK 
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 All other matters arising appear as agenda items for this meeting. 
 

13.68 To receive declarations of interest & confirm any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests received  
 
 No interests were declared and no dispensations had been requested. 

 

13.69 Key Topics  
 
13.69.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 

Cllrs Fairhurst, Munnings and Ventham had met to review the current position of the plan. Cllr Munnings is 
now writing up all the various reports in order to maintain a consistent style throughout. Once this has been 

completed, the Work Parties will meet to review the draft proposal and a consultation will be held towards the 

end of September. 

 
13.69.2 Bus Service Review  

 

A copy of the proposal had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  
Cllr Wharf reminded members that there has been no increase in council tax for four years and in order to 

keep within their budget, County must look for ways to make savings. At present, the bus subsidy is around 

£2.8 million per annum and this has got to be reduced by £850,000. In order to achieve this, the existing 
routes were considered in the light of certain criteria; which include any service carrying an average of fewer 

than 7 passengers and rural services costing over £5 per passenger will be withdrawn – the 387 service to 

Poole falls into this category.  Cllr Wharf has put in a formal request for a minimum of one service to go to 

Poole at 7.20am and return at 5.30pm in an effort to try to reduce rural isolation. This is a possibility and he 
asked the Parish Council to support the request. There is very little likelihood of the service continuing in its 

present form and he would like the Parish Council to look into the possibility of setting up a voluntary scheme 

in order to get people to the hospitals, etc in Poole.  
It was noted that the most popular service is the 9.30am bus, carrying 15- 20 people with 8 to 10 getting on in 

Bere Regis. One service each way would not work as very few of the users would want to spend all day in 

Poole. However, any service would be better than none at all and it would go via Winterborne Kingston. 
The Chairman asked councillors for their comments:  

Cllr Pitcher – would like to retain a Saturday service. 

Cllr C Maunder – there is insufficient support for the bus service and there is nothing to be gained by using 

smaller buses.  
Cllr Ventham – we will put the bus service back on the agenda in September. If the County Council is 

spending £2.0mill subsidising the bus service, there might be a case for looking at how this money is being 

spent and it may be worthwhile considering putting the money back into the hands of the consumer by way of 
vouchers for people who meet certain criteria. Such a system might then be able to cover the costs of a taxi 

service or community bus. 

PoPP – Sue Ware, programme manager for Popp gave a brief outline of what the group does and what it is 

able to offer in the way of support and funding for Community Transport Schemes. Transport initiatives are 
only one small area of the group’s work and they will assist with helping set up the transport scheme and 

provide a “toolkit” containing all the information required to make a volunteer car scheme work. The person 

using the transport makes a donation which will cover the cost of the transport. Other solutions are the 
establishment of a telephone help scheme / a mini bus directory / directory of volunteer drivers. In Swanage, 

they have utilised a fleet bus, normally used by DCC to get people to day care services, to run people in to the 

town to do their shopping during the bus’ down time.  
Cllr Wharf – there is often a cost for setting up the voluntary scheme and Popp has the funding for this. After 

that the scheme must be self-funding and this is usually achieved by the passengers being charged a fixed fee 

per mile.  

Cllr C Maunder – such a scheme was considered by the Patient Participation Group but they were unable to do 
anything as no-one was willing to volunteer to be a driver. The nearest they got to it was being able to 

organise delivering prescriptions. Helping Hands in Wareham runs a similar scheme.  

Cllr Munnings – the Neighbourhood Plan identifies the risk of isolation should we lose the bus service. Do we 
look at a self-service scheme? 
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Cllr Duncanson – perhaps the people who do drive could offer lifts to those who don’t drive – more of a car 
sharing scheme.  

Cllr Ventham – we need to be reasonable about this. There is just no money and DCC is going to lose a 

further £850,000 from its already small bus subsidy. It seems completely unreasonable to completely cut the 
Poole service but it is clear that this is what is likely to happen. 

Cllr Wharf – we need to look at both possibilities – the bus service and a community service. 

Cllr Ventham – to run such a service will require a very good leader, someone who can be self-motivated and 

has plenty of time and initiative to do so. We have an advantage that we have 620 people on Facebook and 
need to start asking for volunteers.  

Councillors are asked to think of the names of anyone else they feel may be interested in heading such a 

group. 
It was noted that when the Pop In Place advertised for drivers to bring people to functions, only one person 

responded. 

Cllr Wharf – would like a steer now.  

Cllr Pitcher – we should respond straight away and then again in September. The loss of the buses may result 
in job losses.  

A short response will be drafted for now containing reference to those who people working in Poole – at least 

3 from Bere Regis and asking if the £2mill subsidy could not be spent in a different way ie subsidise 
individuals rather than the bus companies/ rural isolation/employment. The Parish Council would like to learn 

more about voluntary schemes and would be keen to look into setting one up.  

Cllr T Maunder – will speak to a contact and see if he can come up with any information that may help us set 
something up.  

 

13.69.3 Media Group Update  

 
Cllr Duncanson reported the planned leaflet is now well underway and will take the form of an A4 sheet, 

folded into 3. One will be issued to every household and additional copies will be available for visitors in the 

pubs, shops and post office. The main aim is to promote the local businesses to local people and encourage 
them to use them. Of the 10 retail outlets operating in the village, 50% were not particularly helpful but the 

remainder were very positive. Cllr Ventham suggested improved signage at the outskirts of the village, in the 

form of hoardings in nearby fields. This is something the group will look into and will report back at the 
September meeting.  

 

13.70 Finance  

 
13.70.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 
 

 DAPTC   New councillor training   1515      25.00 

 AME    Path clearance 22-23/7/13  1516    200.00 

 K Florek   Cemetery cutting – July 2013  1517    330.00 
 Andy Frost   Play park stage payment   1518  4800.00 

 Community Music Project Grant re CD production   1519    150.00 

 A King    Lengthsman duties – July 2013  1520  1500.78 
 Mrs A Crocker   August wages & expenses  1521    812.34 

 HMRC    PAYE & NIC August 2013  1522    106.90 

 Matthew Elford   Fencing works – Souls Moor  1523    950.00 
 P & J Fencing   Fencing works – Souls Moor  1524  4059.50 

 

The total amount requested from the Precept is £12,934.52. The monies for Andy Frost will come from grant 

money received and funding raising. The last two cheques relating to the fencing works on Souls Moor will be 
covered by grant monies from DCC, via DWT. The payments were proposed by Cllr Munnings, seconded by 

Cllr Duncanson and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two councillors in the presence of the 

meeting. 
 

ACTION: CLLR DUNCANSON 
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13.70.2  To confirm reconciliation of accounts 
 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised.  
 

13.70.3 To review the position against budget to date  

 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 
queries raised.  

 

13.70.4 To consider a grant application for the Drax Hall  
 

 An application for a grant has been received from the Village Hall Committee for money to assist with the 

replastering of the lower hall south wall. Quotations have been received for the work and are in the region of 

£1,700.  
 Cllr C Maunder suggested that the Parish Council is responsible for the Hall’s maintenance and the donation 

received from the wind farm should be used for this purpose. Cllr Pitcher agreed that this would be a valid use 

for the monies and proposed that the Parish Council should pay the £1,700. This was seconded by Cllr C 
Maunder. Post meeting note: It should be noted that, under the Declaration of Trust in respect of the Drax 

Hall, the Parish Council is the custodian trustee only and, as such, the management committee is solely 

responsible for the upkeep of the hall.  
 

13.71 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Reports  
 

13.71.1 District Council Report 
 

It has been confirmed that the hedge in front of Lys Cottages is owned by Synergy. The Clerk added that, 

although Synergy owns the land on which the hedge stands, they rent it to Raglan who, under the terms of the 
lease have a responsibility to keep the hedge in good order. Having spoken to Raglan recently, they have 

confirmed that they are putting the work out to tender and hope to have it sorted in the near future. It was 

suggested that the Parish Council also obtain a quote for the work and pass it to Raglan. 
 

  

 

Talks regarding the combining of services with Poole and Christchurch will continue until October before any 
decisions are made.  

 

The car park sign is missing from the PDC car park and they will reinstate it. 
 

13.71.2 County Council Report 

 

The Modernising Schools Programme Board will be meeting on the 15
th

 September 10am. Cllr Wharf will be 
attending the meeting and will request an additional place for Cllr Munnings. The decision regarding the 

future of the new Bere Regis School will be made at this meeting and it is hoped that the outcome will be 

positive. 
 

Work on Bakers Arms roundabout will be taking place for nearly 3 months and there will be a weekend in 

October when the roundabout will be completely closed. An article will be drafted and put on to the web site 
and also on the village Facebook page. 

 

SIDs and 20mph – DCC are trialling 6 different 20mph SIDs in Dorset, one of which will be outside the 

Purbeck School. Bere Regis is on the consideration list for 2014 should the scheme prove to be successful and 
funding is still available.  

Shell Garage – parking on the verge - tickets were issued recently and the yellow lines have been reinstated.  

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Cllr Fairhurst had previously suggested moving the gate at the end of North Street further down so Sports 
Club traffic accessed the grounds via the roundabout. DCC have not dismissed the suggestion but would need 

proof of a consultation by the Parish Council before they can take any action. This will be included on the 

September agenda. 
 

The hedge at Tower Hill is now overgrown and becoming a hazard. To date, no-one seems to know who it 

belongs to and there is nothing on record at the Land Registry. The Clerk will investigate further. 

 
 

 

Elder Road traffic calming – A formal request will be needed once the Parish Council has considered this 
further. It may be possible to submit a simple request for a chicane. Cllr Pitcher suggested including some sort 

of crossing in as well as, in the near future, it is intended for the skate ramps to go on the other side of the road 

and children will be running from one park to the other. Signage is also needed as there is no warning from 

the Southbrook direction. As a Parish Council, we are able to erect our own signs under Part 12 of the General 
Permitted Development Orders 1995. The Clerk will look into this further. 

 

13.72 Planning & Housing  
 

 No new planning applications or tree work applications have been received since the July meeting. 

  
Cllr Ventham raised his personal concerns regarding recent refusals of planning applications to which the 

Parish Council had no objection. He felt that the Parish Council should, if the application is refused, have the 

opportunity to respond to the planning officer and ask for an explanation. Cllr Wharf offered to invite a 

planning officer to address the meeting and it was agreed that the Planning Working Party would discuss this 
further when they next met and, if necessary, bring a request back to the September meeting. 

 

13.73 Parish Environment  
 

13.73.1 Community Governance Review – Stroud Bridge  

 
A suggestion has been received from Cllr Quinn via Wareham St Martin Parish Council that two properties on 

the western edge of the parish are transferred to the parish of Wareham St Martin. As the nearest properties 

are in Wareham St Martin it was proposed by Cllr T Maunder and seconded by Cllr Munnings that we adhere 

to the request. The Clerk will complete the appropriate paperwork. 
 

13.73.2 Defects  - The manhole cover at Cyril Wood Court has recently been marked so it would appear something is 

due to be done about it.  
   - Youth shelter needs repainting 

 

13.74 Police, Traffic, Public Transport & Roads  
 
13.74.1 Community Speed Watch  

 

The officer in charge of this is PCSO Iain Leslie whom both the Chairman and Clerk have been trying to get 
hold of but without success. Cllr Alderman had contacted him some 2 months ago with regard to setting up a 

Community Speed Watch and still has yet to receive a reply. In the interim, PCSO Leslie has been contacted 

by Jon Parker and set up a team via CARS and their first meeting is to be held on the 30
th
 August.  

 

Cllr Wharf reported that North Street is now 30mph throughout its length, regardless of lack of signage. 

 

Cllr C Maunder reported that he had attended the new Police and Crime Commissioners meeting held in 
Wareham and found it to be very useful. 

Cllr Pitcher reported that a number of residents had complained about a speeding motorcycle in North Street 

at 6.25am each morning. The Clerk will contact PCSO Luke Taylor and report it. Post meeting note: This has 
been reported but unless a licence number can be obtained any action is unlikely. 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: PWP 
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13.75 Children & Youth  
 

13.75.1 Play area & general update  
  

An independent inspection has been carried out, prior to which, various repairs had been undertaken by Andy 

Frost. The trampoline was discussed and the Clerk reported that, despite repeated requests for information on 

when it was likely to be installed, nothing had been received. As a result, a letter will be sent to Andy Frost 
saying the Parish Council will now source its own trampoline. 

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that the Secret Garden Party, despite the weather, had raised £430.00. The proposed 
skate park consultation will now take place in October. 

 

13.75.2 Banter Update  

 
Cllr Duncanson reported that the group resumed last week after having 3 weeks when they were unable to use 

the facilities. As a result, numbers were down but it was hoped they will start building back up to the 17 or 18 

that were attending prior to the shut down. 
 

13.76 Community Liaison  
 
13.76.1 Souls Moor Update   

 

 The fencing has now been completed and Cllr Pitcher is looking at sourcing water for the site. A quote has 

been received for linking with the Scout hut supply and installing a meter but further quotes will need to be 
received. Cllr Pitcher will draft the specifications and pass them to the Clerk. 

 

 
 Area to the north of Egdon Close – Cllr Pitcher reported that the area will need to be flailed in October and it 

was suggested that Tilhill are contacted to see if this is something they would do.  

 
13.76.2 Patient Participation Group 

 

 Cllr C Maunder reported that the PPG would be having a table at the Village Show on Sunday 11
th
 August. 

 

13.77 Communications  
 

Items to be included in the Parish Magazine: 
- Bus Service Review 

- Community transport scheme 

- Souls Moor update (in conjunction with Cllr Pitcher) 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:57pm 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 


