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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13
th

 

AUGUST 2015 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS COMMENCING 7PM  
 
Present:   Cllrs B House, R Pitcher, B Benjafield, T Bennett, T Bates, S Munnings, P Wharf, D Bishop and L 

Fairhurst 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:   29 members of the public, including Michael Tomlinson MP 

 

The Chairman welcomed Michael Tomlinson MP and all members of the public to the meeting. He reminded 

everyone present that members of the public should conduct themselves civilly and make their points 

succinctly within the 3 minutes allowed per person. He went on to give some background on the parking 

issues along West Street, the surveys that had been sent out in 2012 and 2015 and subsequent meetings that 

had taken place with Dorset County Highways. This led on to the bus company threatening to withdraw the 

bus service. This had all been discussed at the June and July meetings when the suggestion to move the bus 

stops was discussed. This was vociferously objected to. Following this, Highways then suggested the 

installation of single yellow lines in West Street. The Chairman explained that this is not just about the bus 

service; it is also about the heavy vehicles and agricultural vehicles passing through the village. The fire 

station has issues relating to North Street but also have some issues about the West Street parking. Between 

the Royal Oak and Manor Farm Road there are about 25 spaces on either side of the road, giving a total of up 

to 50 spaces, 25 of which could be lost, should the proposal go through. We need to find a solution to meet 

everyone’s needs – the businesses, the farmers and the bus users. 

 

15.48  Public Participation  
 

John Pitts – this is parish meeting but those outside the village of Bere Regis did not receive the letters. He 

would like to take this up with the Chair and Cllr Wharf at a later date. He reminded those present that he was 

a parish councillor when the decision to put the existing yellow lines down was originally made and there was 

much dissent at the time. He supports the proposal for the new yellow lines as there is an accident waiting to 

happen. The corner by the Royal Oak is a blind spot. Do as much as you can for the yellow lines as they are 

necessary. 

 

Janet Woodhouse – the village was built before people owned cars. She has never witnessed a bus stuck as a 

result of the parking. She has always believed that the Parish Council was there to protect the business. The 

yellow lines proposed outside the post office would kill the business. The bus service is holding the village to 

ransom and there could be many other alternative routes the bus could take. A restriction of 7am to 7pm on 

parking would cover the opening times of the shops, the hairdressers and other businesses. The letter reads in 

such a way to suggest that the Parish Council is anxious to try an 18 month trial period which means that the 

Parish Council would appear anxious to close the businesses. 

 

Paul Doyle, West Street – the yellow lines suggested outside Cllr Wharf’s house would achieve nothing as no 

one parks there. The pavement is wide enough that it could be reduced sufficiently to allow parking and 

enable vehicles to get through. 

 

Glo Curtis – people do not park, they land. We do need parking regulations and the yellow lines need to go 

beyond Manor Farm Road. She stressed her need for the bus in order to get to work. It is not only buses that 

have difficulty, but rubbish collections and farm vehicles. A long time ago this was a main road and no-one 

could park along West Street but the businesses still managed to keep going. 

 

Patricia Burton – she gets the bus every morning and is aware of the problems. So far, no suggested solution 

works. The bus service is vital. 

 

Rod Camp – is the first paragraph in the letter true? The school bus goes down Manor Farm Road, why can’t 

the other bus use this route as well? He feels the problem has been fabricated by the bus company to find an 
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excuse to withdraw the facility. Enforcement of yellow lines – is there any enforcement now? Enforcement of 

the existing restrictions is a problem. 

 

Bill Steggles – safety must be the top priority, especially around the corner outside the Royal Oak. Any action 

needs to be enforced. 

 

Sue Steggles – can’t the bus service take an alternative route.  

 

Sally Cheeseman – nothing has been said about  Elder Road but the residents here are concerned about what 

will be happening in the future when the school busses drop off there, the increased amount of traffic from 

parents dropping children off, etc. 

 

Anita Moorse – the suggested parking restriction from 7am to 7pm covers their opening hours. They are going 

to have cars parked outside their shop preventing the elderly customers from getting near to the shops. Could 

the restrictions not be in place only for when the buses go through? 

 

Mike Moorse – all the parking will be moved on to the shop side of the road. How will the parking be 

enforced? If the yellow lines are going to come, the times could be restricted to co-inside with the bus time 

table. Driving is the only means by which some of the elderly customers can get to the shops.  

 

Sue Hazlerigg – coming into West Street, where cars are parked outside the Royal Oak is dangerous.  

 

Peter Fysh – there is no statistical analysis or facts in the letter. He would not want to see action being taken 

on hearsay and anecdote. Traffic survey needs to be carried out as to why cars are parked here. Are they 

tourists, park and riders, shop users, etc? Why are people doing what they are doing? Do we need a big bus? 

There is no basis to go ahead with a plan. If you do this, it will move the problem elsewhere, e.g. into North 

Street. If this goes ahead, he will demand residents parking. 

 

Lyn Simmonds – as she doesn’t drive, she depends on the bus service. It is not the wholly about the bus. The 

rubbish lorries cause equally as many problems when they block the road. It is not just the amount of traffic, it 

is the nature of the parking. Something does need to be done but how we go about it and if the yellow lines are 

the answer, she doesn’t know. 

 

Nigel Hill, Moreton Parish – wishes to ask about the Neighbourhood Plan. Target date and number of houses, 

etc.  This will be covered later. 

 

Matthew Richter – having moved around the country before settling in Bere 2 years ago, he has had 

experience of pinch points and the do not work. Delivery vehicles, etc. all go down Manor Farm Road without 

difficulty, so why can’t the bus? 

 

Carol Cox – the post office and shop are vital to the village. She has friends who rely on driving to the post 

office and shop and parking outside as they cannot walk far. When she was younger the bus stopped in the 

church layby and not Manor Farm Road. There is a problem but the solution is not to prevent parking in front 

of the shop. 

 

Gilbert Griffin – when the final decision is reached, please make sure the post office and shop are maintained. 

 

Chris Maunder – can see no reason why we shouldn’t go to Elder Road where there is a wide section for 

parking the bus. He investigated this when he was on the council and the idea was rejected by the parents from 

the school. This should be reinvestigated with the buses going down Elder Road, reverse at the junction of 

Manor Farm Road and come back along Elder Road. This would deal with the school buses. Yes, the traffic 

has increased but there were times when we had an hourly bus service from Dorchester to Poole in the 

summer. He suggested that the village is no longer on the map and we need to be put back on the map. The 

buses may have difficulty getting through from time to time but that is life. The road is just not wide enough.  

 

Alix Patterson – doesn’t support yellow lines along West Street. No one has mentioned the car park and this 

could be highlighted. Perhaps the ordinary buses could use Elder Road as do the school buses.  Perhaps a 

roundabout could be installed when the school is built. 
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Mr Patterson – lives opposite the doctors’ surgery and had their parking removed when the yellow lines were 

installed. We might want to think about doing some restrictions. Perhaps dotted yellow lines for short stops 

could be considered. 

 

Mark Newbold – gave up his car 12 years ago and so depends on the bus. Now there is only 2 or 3 a day. The 

real pinch point is at the post office. Cars go through every 10 to 12 seconds at this point. The yellow lines 

outside the shop and the Drax are not legal – Chair: yes they are legal and this has been confirmed by 

Highways. Mr Newbold has spoken to bus drivers who have said they don’t really have a problem – they do 

occasionally, but not all the time. Regarding the surgery stop; this was originally put there so that patients 

only had a short walk to the surgery. This is now not really a problem. Could the stop not be moved 25 yards 

down the road? 

 

John Burn – the pub, shop and buses are absolutely vital. A bit of common sense in the way people park 

would solve the problem.  

 

The Chair informed everyone that all comments will be taken on board during the councillors’ discussions. 

We can go back to DCC with alternative suggestions but our concern is that we may lose the bus which we are 

desperately trying to avoid. In the end, the installation of yellow lines and where they can go is down to DCC. 

 

19:42 Michael Tomlinson MP left the meeting. 

 

Glo Curtis – the path that runs behind the flats in Elder Road – who is responsible for it? Synergy. It is very 

overgrown and is becoming impassable.   

 

Nigel Hills repeated his request for information relating to the Neighbourhood Plan. The Chair informed him 

that we are looking at 70 houses, of which 40% are affordable, on four different locations. However, we are 

stalled at the moment as we have, effectively, one main landowner who does not want to talk to us. So we 

have no implementation date.  

 

15.49 To receive apologies for absence  

 

 Apologies have been received from Cllr Munnings (illness). 

 

15.50 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 9
th

 July 2015 

 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded 

by Cllr Benjafield and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the 

meeting. 

 

15.51 Matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda – for report only  

 

Woodbury Court barrier – all in hand. 

 

Play park fence – no quotes have been received. Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the task be given to the 

Lengthsman and this was unanimously agreed.  

 

Leylandii – The Clerk had written to Aster but no reply had been received and no action taken. A follow up 

letter will be sent. 

 

Fire Station – papers have been received. 

 

White Lovington – Cllr Wharf visited the resident and suggested he liaise with the steering group. 

 

Souls Moor – looking to get the area cut in the autumn. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 



BRPC Minutes 2015/16 Page 4 
Signed: ………………………………….. 

Notice board – in progress 

 

Tilhill – invite has been sent and a reminder followed. They are willing to give a talk but a date has yet to be 

set. 

 

Levelling of Souls Moor – the Clerk had contacted Colin Eversdon regarding the use of the waste soil and 

been told that this would not be possible as it would be necessary to rethink the flood mitigation works and 

would set the project back further. This will no longer be pursued.  

 

15.52 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

No requests for dispensations have been received. Cllr Pitcher declared an interest in the tree works on North 

Street and will refrain from the discussion. 

 

15.53 To receive the County and District Councillor’s report  

 

15.53.1 District Report – 7
th
 September drop in session relating the latest stage of the partial review.  

 

Issues were raised regarding cars on West Street that were not taxed. The Police checked and all were taxed. 

Also, Mr Doyle expressed concern that a business relating to cars was being conducted on West Street. The 

Police are looking into this. 

 

Dorset Green has been granted Enterprise status. 

 

The centre car park is being relined by PDC. 

 

Tree on Stanbarrow Close has been felled and residents had expressed concern as to whether or not this had 

been done with the correct authority. Everything was in order. 

 

15.53.2 County Report – 6
th
 September bike ride. This is a non-competitive event so does not require marshalling. 

13
th
 September is the triathlon, which is competitive and will have marshals and certain roads will be closed. 

Although this will be disruptive, it does bring a lot of business in to the area. 

 

Mineral site plan – Bere Regis is relatively unaffected. Cllr Wharf has the plans if anyone wishes to view 

them. There will be some additional traffic movements along Rye Hill. 

 

Superfast Broadband – Bere is now almost completely covered, as is Bloxworth.  

 

15.54 Key topics 

 

15.54.1Neighbourhood Plan progress update  

 

We have heard from the Drax trustees saying they do want to talk. This is the first response from them for a 

year and Mr James Bainbridge has been delegated to get in touch. He is on leave until the 27
th

 August. 

Hopefully this means that we can then move forward. The big issue from the Estate’s point of view is the 

SANG. The next meeting of the Joint Steering Group with PDC will be discussing all the SHLAAs in the 

parish.  

 

15.54.2 To consider the installation of yellow lines in West Street  

   

Cllr Wharf – pointed out that the decision regarding the yellow lines is the Parish Council’s. Nothing is going 

to happen unless the Parish Council responds. He has spoken to Michael Tomlinson, as it is possible we may 

want him to do some work for us. He is extremely concerned by some of the comments. You cannot restrict 

the parking times to when the buses run, as the buses could be running late or early. We are trying to keep the 

service whilst not losing the businesses. He would like to pause the exercise and set up a user group made up 

from councillors, residents, and businesses, where they consider all the options. Michael Tomlinson is to 

arrange a meeting between the bus company and Cllr Wharf to see if there is any other way forward. Some 
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suggestions have been made tonight. A traffic survey is a very good idea. The yellow lines are not a fait a 

compli. White lines on the road for parking could be considered. This may encourages people to park more 

sensibly. He suggested sending a letter to all residents asking for their views and, at the same time, asking 

everyone to park more considerately. Ask the bus company where they could stop. Actions: 1- pause the 

process; 2 - set up a user group; 3 – Michael Tomlinson to write to the bus company. Start the user group with 

a clean canvass and all options are considered. 

  

Cllr Ventham – disappointing that we have asked twice for the bus company to attend our meetings but they 

have declined on both occasions.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst – agrees with Peter Fysh – an awful lot is not based on fact. The road is wide enough to take 

buses with the cars parked so what is the problem. How many post office and shop users drive? We need more 

facts and figures. 

 

Cllr Bishop – we need figures. Everything is anecdotal. If speaking to the bus company, what guarantee is 

there that they will not cancel the bus service in a year’s time? 

 

Cllr Fairhurst – the bus service is subsidised by DCC so they cannot stop it until the subsidy is withdrawn. 

 

There is no evidence that there is any problem with the bus other than the parking. 

 

Cllr Wharf – there is no guarantee that the subsidy will not be withdrawn in 2 years’ time but that is not on the 

table at the moment. 

 

Cllr Pitcher – go back to the County Council to ask for a traffic survey and get more advice. Could pavement 

narrowing be considered? The car park is going to be relined and the path to it properly signed. He likes the 

idea of the roundabout at the bottom of Manor Farm Road. We need to pause things and get a lot more 

information. He agrees with setting up the user group. 

 

Cllr Bates – vital that we have a proper analysis and base our decision on that. 

 

Cllr House – has clients with NeighbourCar who need to be able to park outside the shop as they cannot walk 

far. 

 

Cllr Bennett – we need to find a compromise. 

 

Cllr Benjafield – agrees with the need for a survey. 

 

Cllr Ventham – what we are dealing with is inconsiderate parking and no survey is going to solve this.  

 

Cllr Wharf – send letters to as many people as possible asking people to park considerately.  

 

Cllr Pitcher – perhaps the businesses could also put up notices in their windows asking customers to ensure 

they park considerately.  

 

Clrl Wharf proposed that the discussion is paused; that a user group consisting of himself, Cllr Bishop, Janette 

Woodhouse from the Royal Oak and Mike Moorse from the shop, together with a bus user, and, perhaps Peter 

Fysh – Cllr Wharf to act as Chair. Communicate to DCC and the bus company. Cllr Wharf to speak to 

Michael Tomlinson to arrange a meeting with the bus company. He will draft some simple terms of reference 

for the user group. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously.  

 

 

15.55.3 To consider the recommendations of the Parish Remuneration Panel  

 

The Clerk read the response that had been received from David Fairbairn, the PDC solicitor. It was proposed 

by Cllr Fairhurst, seconded by Cllr Ventham and agreed unanimously that this Parish Council will not take up 

the option of Parish Councillor remunerations. 

 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF 
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15.56  Finance   

          

15.56.1 To approve the monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

  

 I Ventham  July Lunch Club     1769      42.57 

Graham Duke  NeighbourCar – March & June 2015   1770      22.05 

J Woodhouse  Lunch Club – June & July    1771    135.07 

PDC   Planning training     1772      50.00 

Anvil Ground Maint Souls Moor – 2 cuts      1773    336.00 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar mileage – July 2015   1774      26.54 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar mileage – July 2015   1775    126.90 

 B House  NeighbourCar expenses – April-July 2015  1776    163.25 

D Fairhurst  NeighbourCar – July 2015    1777      49.50 

Gardening Club  Grant re Village Show     1778    250.00 

Mrs A Crocker  August wages + expenses    1779   966.65  

 HMRC   August PAYE      1780     93.23 

 DC Pension  August contribution     1781   182.86 

 Cheap Printing  A5 letters re yellow lining West St – 400  1782     40.00 

 

 The total amount payable from the Precept is £2,484.62 

  

It was proposed by Cllr Bates seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously that the payments are made. 

The cheques were signed by two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

15.56.2To confirm the reconciliation of accounts  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised.  

 

15.56.3To review the position against budget  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised. 

 

15.57 Planning & Housing  

 

Cllr Wharf took no part in the discussions regarding the planning applications. 

 

15.57.1 To consider planning applications  

 

6/2015/0406 Bloxworth House – opening up old kitchen fireplace 

 

The PWP recommended no objections 

 

6/2015/0468 35 West Street – replace roof on porch, increase pitch 

 

The PWP recommended no objections 

 

6/2015/0421 Land east of Binnegar Lane – extension to quarry and restoration of land at lower final level 

 

The PWP recommend discussion at full council. Cllr Fairhurst – the only thing that could impinge on the 

village would be additional traffic movements. A response will be returned expressing concern regarding 

additional traffic movements along the C6.  

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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15.57.2 To consider tree work applications 

 

Cllr Pitcher took no part in the discussion. 

 

TWA/2015/0119  13 North Street – various tree works 

 

The PWP recommended no objections. Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the PWP recommendations are accepted. 

This was seconded by Cllr Ventham and agreed unanimously. 

   

15.58 Village Environment  

 

15.58.1 Open Spaces update 

 

The notice boards have been printed and are with Eddie Butterfield. He has local oak from the parish and 

would like to put something on the Parish Council web site explaining what he is doing and where the wood 

has come from. It was agreed that he could do this. 

 

There is a survey of the reserve on Saturday morning with DWT. Everyone is welcome. We have not been 

able to implement grazing but the site has become more colourful. The plan is to give it a good cut and Cllr 

Bennett will find someone who can bail the cuttings. The brush will be removed when the next set of work is 

carried out in the autumn. We need a team of volunteers to do the work. Cllr Bates noted that, towards 

Shitterton, there is a trackway adjacent to the stream which could be made into a small woodland walk. There 

is still a lot of work to do but we are getting there.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst asked who clears the weed out of the stream.  Cllr Bates – we will be having a meeting in 

September with DWT to appraise what is going to happen with the weed. This year has been very dry so 

there is more weed. DWT have put in an application to Wessex Watermark and have been allocated some 

funding for the project. The areas of erosion by the water outlets are all part of the plan.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst – reported on the pathway which runs from West Street to Turberville Road, known as Chapel 

Lane. DCC had sent a letter back in 2011 which had not been seen by the Parish Council at the time saying 

that the original submissions to have the path added to the Definitive Map were incorrect. We now have to 

start the process again and the Clerk will be issuing members of the parish with Evidence Sheets to complete. 

It is possible that this process could now take up to 8 years to complete as the Rights of Way office at DCC 

are very short staffed.  

 

15.58.2 To consider parish notice boards 

 

This has already been covered. 

 

15.58.3 Defects 

- the path and overgrown trees on the Aster Properties land 

- speed bump outside Church Lane still needs repair although a cone has appeared 

recently which could mean work is imminent 

- white lines covering residents driveways – pick up within the user group 

- parking in bus stops – white lines are only advisory  

 

15.59 Police, Traffic and Roads  

 

What is happening to PACT? The Clerk will try to find out from PC Jon Stewart.  

 

15.60 Community Liaison  

       

15.60.1 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club – first birthday next week.  

 

15.60.2 NeighbourCar Scheme – very busy. 3 new clients in the last 2 weeks. 4 trips have had to be refused as there 

are insufficient drivers. Cllr Ventham suggested putting the driver request out again saying that no response 

has been received marking it as urgent.  

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR BENNETT 

ACTION: CLERK 
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15.60.3 WI has asked if they could plant a tree somewhere in the village as a way of commemorating the centenary of 

the WI. Cllr Pitcher will offer some suggestions as to the type of tree and a location.  

 

 

15.61 Children and Youth 

 

The Banter AGM will be held on Thursday 20
th

 August at the Scout Hut, Elder Road, 7pm.  

 

15.62 Correspondence received since the agenda was set and meetings attended 

 

A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to members prior to the start of 

the meeting. 

 

15.63 Public Relations 

 

The news items to include: 

 

- Traffic in West Street 

- Parish Council vacancy 

- Parish walkabout 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:47pm 

 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER 


