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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8TH DECEMBER 2016 AT 

THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

 

Present: Cllrs L Fairhurst, B House, T Bates, A Watkins, B Benjafield, P Wharf, D Bishop, R Pitcher, T 

Bennett, S Munnings 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:    1 member of the public 

 

Cllr Ventham extended thanks to all those who have spent so much time in getting the Village Signs in place. 

This has taken several years and it is good to see the results of all their efforts.  

 

16.106 Public Participation  

 

Barry Heath – resident of Hyde – commented on the planning application in respect of Red Gables. The 

property is located within a residential community and to allow the site to become a site for permanent mixed 

use would mean other businesses might move into the area in the future. He feels that the application is not in 

keeping with the character of Hyde and would like to keep the application on a temporary basis whilst the site 

is being rented. 

 

16.107 To receive apologies for absence  

 

 No apologies had been received.  

 

16.108 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2016  

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. They were proposed by 

Cllr Fairhurst to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and 

agreed unanimously. The minutes were then signed by the Chair in the presence of the meeting. 

 

16.109 Matters arising from the minutes  
 

Cllr Watkins has visited all the commercial premises in the village to check how ‘disabled friendly’ they are. He 

will produce a spreadsheet response and forward it to the Clerk. This will be included in the January agenda. 

 

 

The proposed pond on the nature reserve has yet to be dug. The Clerk will contact the Lengthsman to set a date 

for this to be done, once the insurance company have confirmed that we will be fully insured. Post meeting 

note: The insurance company have confirmed that they will be happy for the pond to be dug so long as all the 

necessary risk assessments are in place. 

 

16.110 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

No interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

 

16.111 To receive the County and District Councillor’s report 

 

Ironman Call-in – A meeting took place involving the Police, County Council officers and the event organisers 

on the 7th December.  Cllr Wharf suggested that this was the third year the event has been run in an 

unsatisfactory manner. The organisers have accepted that they failed to engage with the parish councils in the 

area and made a number of mistakes, not least of which was due to the original marshals pulling out and the 

organisers then employing marshals from outside the area the day before the event was due to take place. This 

meant that they did not know the area and were unable to respond to residents’ queries and concerns in a 
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satisfactory manner. DCC also neglected to apply for the road closures sufficiently in advance to warn 

motorists and other road users. The organisers have agreed to abide by conditions set out and there will be a 

memorandum of understanding drawn up. 

 

Unitary – A presentation by PricewaterhouseCoopers was given to the County Council on the 8th December. 

The justification for Purbeck to adopt a unitary authority is far more difficult to make than the other district 

councils in the County as the council tax is high and Purbeck District Council has no debt. It will be necessary 

for at least three councils to refuse to accept the unitary proposal for the motion to be withdrawn. If this does 

happen, it will be necessary for the district councils to enter into partnership negotiations. 

 

Partial Review – There will be a District Council meeting during the week commencing 12th December. The 

District Council has already requested an independent review into the SHMAA and the processes followed, 

together with a number of reviews into other areas of the Partial Review. The first review will be completed by 

March 2017. There will then be a second consultation in the autumn of 2017, with agreement in the spring of 

2018.  

 

New School – There is a formal handing over of keys at 11am on Monday 12th December. The Chair of the 

Parish Council will be in attendance. There is also a meeting at the school at 10am on the 15 th December to 

discuss the suitability of the old site for various projects. The agent for the neighbouring land will also be in 

attendance.  

 

Village calendars are now available. 

 

Loders Parish Council gully survey – The parish council have not actually shared this with County but are 

using the map for their own purposes and are dealing with the gullies themselves. This may still be a project 

Bere Regis Parish Council might like to consider. 

 

There has been an application at Cold Harbour for a change of use. This is not in our parish but may be of 

interest and Cllr Fairhurst will investigate. 

 

16.112 Key topics           

 

16.112.1 Neighbourhood Plan progress update  

 

No further information to add as no response has been received from Jason Bowerman to our last 

correspondence. Should he attend the meeting on the 12th December, this matter will be raised with him. Post 

meeting note: A letter giving agreement in principle to the Neighbourhood Plan proposals has now been 

received. 

 

White Lovington is beginning to move and the Steering Group will be meeting with Richard Henshaw, the 

Landagent for the owners, and the developer on Monday 12th December, 2016. There is a small area within the 

400m exclusion zone in one corner of the site and it may be possible to use this for a new village hall, open 

space (possible common land swap) or a woodland burial ground. This will be raised at the meeting. 

 

16.112.2 To review the Community Hall Report  
 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members and most parish councillors had been able to attend a 

presentation given by the group on 22nd November 2016. It was felt that there were two items that needed 

further information to be provided: the size of the new hall – could the new hall be larger? Badminton court 

option – need more evidence to explain why this option has been rejected. The Working Party are undertaking 

the additional work and are arranging visits to other village halls, to which parish councillors are invited. The 

revised report will be put before the January Parish Council meeting. Cllr Ventham reminded members that 

we will be looking at a minimum of four years before a new hall is likely to come into being, during which 

time we have the responsibility of helping the Drax Hall Committee to keep the Drax Hall running. 

 

Next steps – Mike Gee is very happy to continuing chairing the group in the future, whatever format this may 

take. Cllr Ventham suggested that Jayne George, a national fund-raiser, living in the village, be asked if she 
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would be willing to take on the fund-raising side of the group. He offered to speak to Ms George in the first 

instance.  

 

The final issue is – where will the new hall be located and how will the governance be arranged? The Parish 

Council has no responsibility for the Drax Hall other than to ensure there is always a hall committee in 

existence. It will be up to the present village hall committee to call a village meeting and decide the future of 

the Drax Hall. They can then decide if they wish monies from the sale of the Drax Hall to go towards the new 

hall. 

 

Cllr Pitcher asked about the size of the main hall – the report is a little ambiguous in the description of the 

existing hall comparison. Pop In works on 65 or 68 seated when there is a play on.  

 

Cllr Watkins will take a look at Hartpury Village Hall, Gloucester as it would seem to fit the remit that we 

have and is of a similar size.  

 

16.112.3 To consider nominations for the Purbeck Volunteer of the Year Award  
 

Despite the frequent requests for nominees, nothing has been received. Cllr Pitcher suggested putting forward 

someone from the Sports Club and will gather some facts. Cllrs Benjafield, Pitcher and the Clerk will liaise. 

 

16.112.4 Items for the Village Forum in March 2016  
 

 Presentation on the new community hall. 

 

 Cllr Wharf offered to do a presentation on the Partial Review and Unitary. 

 

 Feedback on Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 Cllr Wharf will invite Michael Tomlinson MP. 

 

The Clerk will book a Saturday morning at the Scout Hut, start 10am with coffee and finish by 12. Post 

meeting note: The Scout Hut is now booked for the morning of Saturday 25th March. 

 

16.112.5 To consider the consultation on the removal of concessionary travel before 9.30am  
 

Cllr Wharf reported that, at present, if a bus goes before 9.30am and the next one is not due until after 

10.30am. it is possible to use the concessionary bus pass. It is this concession that the bus companies are 

looking to withdraw.  He recommended objecting to this proposal as very little will be saved by this action but 

it will have a great effect of those that use it. It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council oppose this 

proposal. The Clerk will submit a response on behalf of the Parish Council.  

   

16.113 Finance 

 

16.113.1To approve monthly expenditure 

 

The following payments had been requested: 

 

B House   NeighbourCar     1853   525.03 

Sam House   NeighbourCar     1854     43.20 

Bere Regis PCC  Cemetery Maintenance    1855   500.00 

 

Nathan Fairhurst  Web site maintenance    BACS154   120.00 

Cheap Printing   4 interpretation boards    BACS155   216.00 

G Roskelly   NeighbourCar – October 2016   BACS156     61.05 

I Ventham   Lunch Club – October/November 2016  BACS157   194.86 

C Crocker   NeighbourCar – October 2016   BACS158     52.65 

Cheap Printing   12 copies community hall report   BACS159     58.68 

Play Inspection Co  Operational Inspectors course   BACS160   654.00 
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Sam Munnings   Lunch Club – October & November 2016 BACS161     20.60 

Amanda Crocker  Lunch Club & NeighbourCar   BACS162     63.44 

D Fairhurst   NeighbourCar     BACS163     50.40 

DC Pension Fund  December contribution    BACS164   182.39 

HMRC    December PAYE    BACS165      92.96 

A Crocker   December wages + expenses   BACS166   777.25 

A Crocker   December Lunch Club    BACS166   206.18 

Bere Regis PCC  Adverts – NeighbourCar & Lunch Club  BACS167   131.50 

A King    Lengthsman – November   BACS168 2061.43 

 

The total amount requested from the Precept is £6,011.62, of which £1,068.23 is payable by cheque and 

£4,943.39 by BACS transfer. Cllr House proposed the payments are made. This was second by Cllr Bishop 

and agreed unanimously.  

 

As the NeighbourCar and Lunch Club schemes are both self-funding, any payments relating to them will be 

shown separately, giving a clearer representation of the monthly movement with regard to the Precept. 

 

16.113.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.113.3 To review the position against budget  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.113.4 To confirm the Precept for the year 2017/18 

 

A copy of the draft budget had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

The proposal is to increase the Precept by £4,464.15 which equates to an increase of 9.92%. £5,300 is to be 

taken from the Reserves to keep the percentage increase to a minimum. The main cause of the increase is the 

inclusion of £5,000 towards the development costs, legal fees, etc. of a new community hall. Other 

adjustments are: 

 

- A 3% increase in subscriptions to cover the known increase regarding DAPTC and an inflationary 

increase to cover other subscriptions. 

- An increase of £42 to cover the known increase in respect of internal auditor’s fees. 

- The inclusion of a mileage cost for the Clerk which has, hitherto, been included within the contingencies 

figure. 

- The inclusion of £500 to begin building a fund to cover the cost of any potential future referendum. 

- £1,500 to cover the cost of fencing and contractual work on Souls Moor. 

- £1,840 increase in respect of the Lengthsman to allow for an increase in the weekly hours from 25 to 28. 

This will also cover some of the costs the Parish Council may incur in respect of additional work 

previously undertaken by Highways. 

- £2,000 to cover the cost of bark for the play area. 

 

All other costs are held at the current year’s level or have a very small 1% increase.  

 

Cllr Ventham proposed that the Precept is increased by 9.92% to £49,764.15. This was seconded by Cllr 

Munnings and agreed unanimously. 

 

16.113.5 To review the Register of Assets  

 

A copy of the Register had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No amendments were 

necessary. 
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16.114 Planning & Housing 

 

Cllr Wharf took no part in the following discussions. 

 

16.114.1 To consider planning applications  

 

6/2016/0634 51 Elder Road – erect two storey side extension 

 

The Parish Council had no objections to the original application but this was returned by PDC for some 

alterations to be made. This is the revised application. The PWP recommended no objections. This was 

unanimously agreed by the Parish Council. 

 

6/2016/0711 Red Gables, Hyde – removal of condition 3 of planning permission to allow permanent 

permission for use of land as mixed residential and commercial storage 

 

The PWP felt this was inappropriate for a residential area. The Parish Council had objected to the original 

application in 2015 but this overridden by PDC. Scaffolding storage can be a particularly noisy activity and 

generally occurs when vehicles are being loaded in the early morning or late evening. A vote was taken to 

back an outright objection to the application or the renewal of any temporary licence and to overturn the 

mixed residential use -7 in favour. A second vote was taken to consider the lesser option to restrict temporary 

consent – 0 in favour. We will reiterate our objection of a year ago and would ask that the temporary 

permission is withdrawn.  Cllr Fairhurst will contact Alan Davis, PDC Head of Planning, and ask what the 

thinking behind the original decision was. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop. 

 

16.114.2 To consider tree work applications  

 

TWA/2016/0204  2 White Lovington – various tree works 

 

PWP recommended no objections. This was agreed by the Parish Council. 

 

Cllr Bishop proposed the PWP recommendations are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

16.115 Environment & Facilities 
 

16.115.1Open Spaces update  

 

It was felt that the information board would not be welcome at the Chapel. Cllr Bates felt there should be one 

outside the Post Office, alongside the current Parish Council board. He will speak to Mike Moorse to see if he 

is happy for another sign to be put up. It was suggested that an information board could also be put up at the 

garage and the Clerk will speak to the manager.  

 

 The Lengthsman will be asked to dispose of the arisings from previous volunteer working days.  

 

 A fingerpost is required showing the new path alongside the school access road. 

 

16.115.2 Defects 

 

- The new boardwalk does get very icy – the Clerk will ask DCC Rights of Way if they would 

provide the non-slip strips and put them on. 

- Single arm fingerpost at Lane End needs repairing. 
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16.116 Police, Traffic and Roads  

 

16.116.1Winter Maintenance Plan 

 

Cllr Watkins – the grit bins have been checked and he will now update the volunteer list. Perhaps a request 

can be put on Facebook asking for volunteers. 

 

16.117 Community Liaison         
 

16.117.1 NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

Max and Pauline Saywell will be leaving the scheme in the New Year.  We now have 74 clients and have run 

over 4,000 miles to date. There are 14 volunteers on the books but only six are active.  

 

The scheme continues to be very popular with new clients joining all the time. More volunteers are needed 

otherwise the scheme will have to fold. 

 

Cllr Benjafield will put this on Facebook. 

 

16.117.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club  

 

In the process of drawing up the menus for 2017. There are now 84 clients.  

 

Wareham hospital – there will be a drop-in event at Wareham Rugby club on the 4th January between 2pm and 

4pm.   

 

16.118 Children & Youth  

 

Nothing to report.  

 

16.119 Correspondence received since the agenda was set  

 

Nothing to add. 

 

16.120 Public Relations  
 

- Village forum 

- Concessionary travel consultation 

- NC volunteers 

- Wareham hospital 

- Winter maintenance volunteers 

- Ponies on Souls Moor – Cllr Bates will draft something 

 

16.121 Items for the January meeting 

 

Members are reminded to pass any items to the Clerk for inclusion in the January agenda by the 31 st 

December. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9pm. 
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