
Bere Regis Parish Council – Minutes 2013/14 Page 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13
th

    

FEBRURY 2014 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM. 

 

 

Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  C Maunder  S Munnings  A Duncanson  

  L Alderman  B House  T Maunder  M Howard  

  County & District Cllr P Wharf 

 

Chair:  Cllr L Fairhurst 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

In attendance: 18 members of the public, Annette Brook MP.   

 

13.157 Public Participation  
 

13.157.1 Tree works application - Tony Bates reported that the tree work application submitted is slightly 

wrong – it should not include a cherry or Leylandii. 

 

13.157.2 Wind Turbines - Moira Fripp informed members that she had attended the West Coast Energy 

exhibition in Tolpuddle earlier in the day and asked what the Parish Council’s thoughts were on the 

new scheme. The Parish Council is unable to make any comment at this stage as no plans have been 

submitted. Once they are, we will then be able to consider them and comment accordingly. It should 

be noted that, on this occasion, West Coast Energy have made it clear that they will not be holding 

any further exhibitions.  

 

13.157.3 Back Lane – A ditch has been dug in front of one of the properties to direct water away from the 

property and down the lane. As a result, the water is running down the lane and making it very 

muddy. The weather is particularly exceptional at the moment so we will wait for it to dry out before 

seeing what action may be required. 

 

13.157.4 Minerals Sites Plan - Cllr Fairhurst read out the following: 

 

“At the last council meeting it was agreed that the Clerk attempt to get a day’s grace for submission 

to the Mineral Plan. Subsequent to that, several councillors and the Clerk attended the consultation 

meeting on 13
th

 January and proposed an observation to be submitted in case we were not given the 

extra day. This observation was sent to all councillors and no councillor requested any changes. 

 

Unfortunately, the Clerk made the mistake of ticking the “Agree” box instead of the “Comment” 

box, thus giving the impression the Parish Council supported Philliols being included whereas the 

comment was intended to be neutral. 

 

However, DCC have agreed that we can make a late submission and have removed our comments 

pending a debate this evening. 

 

It is unfortunate that a comment regarding BRPC “support” was placed on Facebook before the 

initiator received a response to their e-mail from the Chairman as this invoked totally unwarranted 

criticism of the Clerk and abuse of this Council. I would like to point out that everyone around this 

table gives of their time voluntarily and receives no payment or expenses and all members sit here 

because they love this village and do their best to serve its interests. I would add that the initiator 

accepted that they were rather hasty and I hope in future we can all moderate our language, have 

more respect for each other and debate in a courteous and civilised manner.” 

 

Cllr Wharf reported that there has been a lot of criticism about the sites that have been submitted. It 

should be remembered that the Minerals Plan is drawn up on the basis that, if there is gravel on a 
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site, that site has to be put into the consultation – it does not mean an application is automatically 

going to be submitted. It will take another year before any applications are submitted. He will be 

putting in objections to 3 of the 4 sites suggested in his ward, one of which is Philliols. The site has a 

great deal going against it but the owners, i.e. the Drax Estate, are heavily promoting the location. 

There is known to be a covenant on the farm saying that three generations of the family currently in 

occupation have the right to use the farm and they are currently on the third generation. The public 

must understand that just because it is on the consultation it does not mean it will be accepted. He 

will also be objecting to Woodsford, Gore Heath and the Plantation site.  

 

Julian Brook-Fox asked, if the parish council represents the views of the parishioners, why was only 

a neutral view being put forward in the first instance, rather than consulting with everyone. Cllr 

Fairhurst replied saying the only way we can hear people’s views is if they come to the monthly 

meeting. It was felt necessary to put something on the DorsetforYou web site before the consultation 

deadline passed.  

 

Richard Smith felt that the attitude adopted by the County Council has been appalling. When the site 

was withheld at the last consultation, the County Council put in a codicil saying there could be 

potential for mitigation but, 18 years on, there is no proof that anything has been done to warrant any 

such mitigation. The site cannot be held in a state of limbo indefinitely as this could mean it will then 

come up again in 10 years’ time. For the peace of mind of all residents, a final decision needs to be 

made once and for all. 

 

Mrs Constantinides felt that the Parish Council must have known that the whole of Hyde was against 

the Philliols site following the consultation in 1996 and Mr Smith’s comments at the January 

meeting. 

 

Annette Brooks reported that she had been contacted by David King and has checked the comments 

she submitted in 2008 and the views of the 1999 inspector’s decision. As nothing has changed in 

respect of the land, she will repeat her comments made at the last consultation in 2008. A copy will 

be sent to Cllr Wharf and he will make reference to it in his response. 

 

Pat Bowering reported that he was at the meeting in 1998 and nothing has changed since then 

regarding the Philliols site. 

 

Jon Parker asked if the Parish Council’s comment could be changed from neutral to against. 

 

Matthew Smith asked if the Parish Council could have done anything more to communicate the 

consultation to members of the public. The Clerk reminded people that an e-mail group is available 

for people to sign up to and they would then receive notification of any such consultations. The other 

ways contact is made is via the meetings, Parish magazine, and notice boards. Cllr Wharf reported 

that, when this consultation first appeared, there was a reference to it in the parish magazine, and in 

his report as well. 

 

Cllr T Maunder commented that the sad fact is, unless it is something that affects residents 

personally, there is very little response from the community when any notice or report is put out. 

 

Mrs Constantinides said that nothing was seen on the notice board at Hyde. 

 

Richard Smith felt that residents can make a comment as an individual but to know that comment 

will be backed up by a comment from the Parish Council is important. The importance of the Parish 

Council’s comment is enormous as it will be seen as representing the whole parish. 
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13.158 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 Apologies had been received from Cllr I Ventham (holiday). 

 

13.159 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 9
th

 January 2014  
 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr House 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr T 

Maunder and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the 

meeting. 

 

13.160 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda  
 

None that are not on the agenda. 

 

13.161 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

requests for dispensations 

 

 No interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

 

13.162 Key Topics  
 

13.162.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 

 The Steering Group will be meeting on Monday 17
th

 February following the meeting with PDC who 

felt the plan was not in conformity with the Local Plan. 

 

13.162.2 Gravel extraction at Bere Heath 

 

 Cllr Wharf took no part in the debate.  

 

 The Clerk has been doing some research and gave all members of the council a copy of a suggested 

response for consideration.  

 

 Cllr Howard suggested that the comments heard from the floor are only a few of those that had been 

expressed on the various web sites. 

 

 Cllr Munnings – the paper prepared deals with the issues raised. It is a very sensitive area of the 

parish. 

 

 Cllr C Maunder – the length of time of the consultation has been raised. Although seeming only to 

have had since 19
th

 December 2013 to consider this, it came up many years ago so everyone has had 

ample time to respond. The paper presented is specific. 

 

 Cllr Duncanson – the paper covers everything. 

 

 Cllr Alderman – Bovington is getting larger and larger and the number of vehicles on the road 

continues to increase. The additional vehicles that will accompany this extraction will virtually 

double the daily lorry movements along the C6 and C7. 

 

 Cllr Fairhurst read out the proposed submission (a full copy is available and can be found on the 

Parish Council web site). 
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 It was proposed by Cllr Pitcher and seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed unanimously that the paper, 

together with two suggested amendments is submitted. Copies of the paper were available to 

members of the public on the evening.  

  

13.162.3 Open Spaces Project 

 

 A copy of the suggested Terms of Reference had been issued to all members prior to the start of the 

meeting. It was proposed by Cllr C Maunder and seconded by Cllr T Maunder that they are accepted 

and this was unanimously agreed. At the last meeting, Cllr Pitcher volunteered to head this. Cllr 

Fairhurst proposed that he take the lead and this was seconded by Cllr Wharf. Cllr Pitcher reported 

that he has spoken to a few residents with a view to them joining the committee but this is an ideal 

opportunity to keep the whole area working together. Souls Moor has been cut and will now need to 

be kept cut on a regular basis to keep the nettles under control. This may become part of the 

Lengthsman’s duties. 

 

13.162.4New School Update  

 

Cllr Wharf reported that he had attended a meeting at the school and had stressed it was their 

responsibility to arrange a progress report on the new school. The project has started and the 

feasibility study has now been completed. The project is on schedule and the end date is now June 

2016 but has gone over budget, partly because DCC did not buy enough land. All the evidence is that 

Dr May is happy to sell the required piece of land. There is also a delay built in due to the 

requirement to sink bore holes and allow for anything they may find.  

 

13.163 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Report  
 

13.163.1 County Council Report 

 

Cllr Wharf has been asked about the fencing and work taking place on the corner of Puddletown 

Road. This relates to work being carried out by Wessex Water who are building a pumping station 

underneath the site. The barriers are there to prevent anyone from moving on to the site. They will be 

removed once the pumping station is complete. 

 

The debt to Icelandic bank has been sold on at a relatively small cost. 

 

The council tax increase has been agreed at 1.99%. 

 

Cllr Wharf has toured the parishes with Steve Mepham of Dorset County Highways to discuss issues 

such as potholes and there are many problems around the area. Pot holes can be reported on the 

Dorsetforyou web site under “confirm”. An operative will then go out the following day and fix it. 

This method means there is relatively little management input and the whole process can be speeded 

up. 

 

13.163.2 District Council Report   

 

 Cllr Wharf informed members that he is also chair of the Planning Board and there is a Policy 

Development Panel in progress asking parishes to comment on the current planning policies and the 

involvement of the parishes.  

 

 The Community Infrastructure Levy has now been agreed.  

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 



Bere Regis Parish Council – Minutes 2013/14 Page 5 
 

13.164 Finance  
 

13.164.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

   

 P Boreham  Collection of Christmas trees – 54 miles at 45p/mile 1569      24.30 

 Humphries Kirk Completion on Elder Rd transfer   1571    557.00 

 Huck Nets  Mini trampoline     1572  5185.20 

 Mrs A Crocker February wages + expenses    1573    933.85 

 HMRC   February PAYE & NIC    1574    106.70 

 A King   Lengthsman – February 2014    1575  1924.88 

  

 The total amount requested from the Precept is £8,731.93. The payments were proposed by Cllr 

Munnings, seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two 

councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

13.164.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

13.164.3 To review the position against budget to date  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

13.165 Planning & Housing 
 

 Cllr Wharf took no part in any discussions relating to planning applications. 

 

13.165.1 Planning Applications:  

 

 6/2014/0001 – 7 North Street – erect front porch  

 

 The Planning Working Party had discussed the application and recommended no objections.  

 

 6/2014/0059 – Merrydown, Shitterton – remove existing extensions, build new single extension to 

east side 

 

 The PWP had discussed the application and recommended no objection in principle. The restoration 

work proposed is welcome but reservations were expressed regarding the proposed roof design on 

the new extension as it is out of keeping with the conservation area. Concern was also expressed that 

there is only provision for one off road car park space. Cllr Maunder suggested that the comment 

regarding the roof is removed. Cllr Alderman proposed the PWP comments are accepted. This was 

seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed, 7 in favour, 1 objection 

 

13.165.2 Tree Work Applications:  

 

 TWA/2014/0005 – Watermead, Shitterton – western cedar, Leylandii, holly, cherry – height 

reduction 

 

 TWA/2014/0003 – The Beeches, Barrow Hill – Beech, cherry and Leylandii – reduce height; ash, 

holly & birch – fell 
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 The PWP recommended no objection to both applications. This was agreed unanimously. 

  

 

13.166 Village Environment  
 

13.166.1 Souls Moor Update 

 

 Two SNCI management meetings have been held since the last Parish Council meeting. The first was 

to discuss grazing. At the moment it is too wet to put the sheep on the site. Cllr Pitcher will be 

speaking to the owner of the sheep before the next meeting but, in the meantime, Tony Bates will be 

looking into getting some conservation grazing. Some tree management is necessary and the area of 

woodland will need mapping.  

 There were some drainage issues with water lying on the boardwalk. A trench has now been dug to 

try and alleviate the problem. 

 A bat walk will take place at the end of May. 

 There will be a working party day on the 8
th

 March to clear the area around the orchards. 

 It has been suggested the fenced site is called Souls Moor Nature Reserve. The lower end will be 

referred to as Souls Moor Open Space. Cllr C Maunder proposed the name and this was seconded by 

Cllr T Maunder and agreed unanimously. 

 The second meeting discussed interpretation notice boards which will be funded by grants from 

DWT. 

 

13.166.2 Business Group Update  

 

 Mr Scott is now out of hospital but will be bed bound for 2 months. Work will now start on the 

business programme. 

 

13.166.3 Souls Moor Management Group Update 

 

 This has already been covered under 13.166.1. 

 

13.166.4 Elder Road land transfer Update 

 

  The Clerk reported that the legal transfer has now taken place and the final account has been received 

from the solicitors. The Parish Council is now the legal owner of the Elder Road land. 

   

13.166.5 Defects  

 

- Woodbury Cottages – the brick wall has fallen onto the path. As many bricks as possible 

have been removed and the Lengthsman will be asked to have a look and put a rope round 

if necessary 

- Tree has been removed from the back of Shitterton Close 

- The potholes in Elder Road have been reported 

     

13.167 Police, Traffic, Public Transport and Roads  
 

 The North Street traffic survey will be undertaken on an annual basis, as will the Rye Hill survey. 

 

13.167.1 Bere Regis NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

 Cllrs Alderman and House attended a PPG meeting in January in order to explain the scheme and the 

PPG have invited them to the Healthy Life event which will now be used as the date to help launch 

the NeigbourCar Scheme. This will take place on Saturday 8
th

 March, 10am until 12.  

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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13.167.2 Community Speedwatch Update  

 

 PC Jephcott has contacted the Clerk and will arrange a suitable date to visit the proposed sites in 

order to carry out a risk assessment.  

 

13.168 Children & Youth  
 

13.168.1 Play area & general update  

 

 BRCPA met three weeks ago and there was a good turnout and more volunteers have put their names 

forward. Fundraising continues apace. Cllr Pitcher has met with a supplier of concrete skate parks 

based in Poole and it appears the cost would be similar to that of a synthetic or wooded design. There 

are several advantages in that they are low maintenance and much quieter. 

 There will be another meeting with the contractor and the young people of the parish so the 

contractor can hear what the youngsters want. 

 

13.168.2 To consider the cost of replacing the play park fencing 

 

 The Lengthsman had been asked to price up the cost of wood for the task and the work would be 

carried out as part of his time.  He has submitted a quote of £1,071.32.  It is envisaged that the fence 

will be put on the outside of existing hedge and the hedge will be removed.  Cllr Howard proposed 

this go ahead and this was seconded by Cllr Alderman. Cllr Wharf asked if Anthony King had now 

taken over as the Lengthsman and, if so, when was this ratified. The Clerk explained that, when the 

original Lengthsman went off sick, Mr King had stepped into the role as he had been working with 

him for some time. It had been hoped that Paul would be back at some point but this is now clearly 

unlikely to happen. The whole scheme is due to be reviewed at the end of March.  

 

13.168.3 Banter Group update  

 

 Everything is going along nicely. Cllr Duncanson will check to see if the bank account has been 

opened. The youngsters come and go as was expected and are using it as we thought they were going 

to. 

 

13.169 Community Liaison  
 

 Cllr C Maunder informed members that he had attended the wind farm proposal at Tolpuddle today. 

 PPG – a survey is now underway. Could everyone please take one away and complete it. They are 

easy to fill in and need to be back by the end of February. The results will be out by the end of 

March. The PPG will be holding an exhibition in March aimed at having a healthy life. There will be 

15 to 20 different exhibits on the day. Refreshments will be available. 

 Cllr C Maunder said he has been tasked to put an item in the parish magazine explaining that people 

will be asked for a contribution of £5 towards their Christmas tree. He also has a letter to go to each 

individual – about 65 people in all.  

 

13.170 Correspondence Received and meetings attended  
 

 A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to all members.  

 

 The Clerk drew members’ attention to the PDC request for comments regarding the current system of 

notifying parish councils of planning applications and how the system works. Cllr C Maunder 

proposed that we accept the guidelines set out. He felt that there was a set of rules put down and they 

seem to work. Cllr Munnings felt that the e-mail was clear and simple to follow and if this is what is 

happening now then there is no reason to change it. Cllr Howard would endorse what Cllr Munnings 

has said. The Clerk reminded members that they had, in the past, complained about how planning 
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applications were dealt with and Cllr Ventham felt strongly that the present system did not work 

adequately. 

 

 Cllr Fairhurst felt that we could not recommend any changes at the moment and it should be included 

on the agenda for March in case there is any need for a follow up. Cllr Wharf asked for a response to 

be returned to PDC, even if it was a request for additional time to respond in full. 

 

 

 The Clerk drew members’ attention to the revised Parish Boundaries following the Community 

Governance Review recommendations. This means that Weatherby House will now be within the 

parish of Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle and the properties at Stroud Bridge will remain as they are. 

Although PDC are likely to send a letter to each of the residents, Cllr Wharf asked the Clerk to send a 

follow up letter as well.  

 

13.171 Items for the March meeting  
 

 - PDC Planning Board review 

 

13.172 Communications  
 

 Items to be included in the Parish Magazine: 

- Souls Moor 

- Open Spaces Project 

- Christmas Trees 

- Elder Road 

- NeighbourCar scheme 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:38 pm 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………..  Dated: ………………………………….. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 


