
 
MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10th JANUARY 2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, 

BERE REGIS , COMMENCING 7PM 
 
Present: Cllrs R Pitcher   C Maunder  R Margetts  S Munnings  
  A Duncanson   District Cllr P Wharf M Howard  T Maunder 

  M Howard 

      

Chair:  Cllr L Fairhurst 
 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

  
In attendance:  County Cllr Alex Brenton, J Parker, Debbie Scott 

 

 

12.123 Public Participation 
 

12.123.1 Parking in West Street – Mrs Scott expressed concern over the parking in West Street. The situation has been 

getting steadily worse, to the point where it is now impacting on her quality of life. She wished to ask for 
advice on how to submit a complaint to the County Council and requested the support of the Parish Council. 

She has spoken to the local businesses, First bus service and other residents who all recognise the problem and 

are keen to have something done. It is becoming increasingly difficult for her to access her driveway due to 
parked cars and there have been a number of occasions when the bus has been unable to get through. The 

Chairman responded saying that the parking problems at the Butt Lane/West Street junction were raised at the 

November meeting and, whilst there are residents who are calling for parking restrictions, there are an equally 

large number who do not want yellow lines. Originally, parking along West Street was encouraged as it was 
felt that this, combined with the speed bumps, would slow traffic and there would be no need for yellow lines. 

The section of road from the hairdressers to the post office is particularly narrow and if there is parking on 

both sides of the road, it is difficult for larger vehicles to get through. It may now be necessary to look at 
having double yellow lines on one side of the road in this narrower section. Cllr Fairhurst suggested the 

yellow lines are extended from the Royal Oak, along the south side of West Street and joining up with those 

outside the doctor’s surgery. Cllr Alderman reported that he had written to Highways regarding the Butt Lane 

parking issue and had been told that there were insufficient funds to deal with all the complaints that had been 
received. His letter would be put on the list and considered at a future date.  Cllr Pitcher felt that, should 

yellow lines be necessary, they should be on the south side of the road. Cllr Maunder suggested that the matter 

may be resolved slightly if all those with off road parking were encouraged to use it. Cllr Wharf informed 
members that, before doing anything, County would almost certainly require a public consultation and, should 

they agree to put down yellow lines, we would need to get a commitment that it would be policed beforehand. 

County Cllr Brenton said that any such request must be initiated by the Parish Council before County Hall 
would take any action.  It was proposed by Cllr Ventham, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed unanimously 

that a letter be sent to Highways stating that the Parish Council would support the installation of yellow lines, 

request they carry out a traffic survey of West Street and ask what consultation they would require for action 

to be taken. In addition, the letter will contain a request for written confirmation that, should the yellow lines 
be installed, the area would be regularly policed. A copy of the letter will be sent to Insp. Tracey Baker. 

 

 
12.123.2 Souls Moor footpath  - Mr Parker informed the meeting that he had spoken to Tony Bates regarding the 

condition of the footpaths on Souls Moor – in particular, the path running from the boardwalk extension to the 

Egdon Road garages. Following that conversation, Mr Parker had arranged for wood chippings to be delivered 
and he had, so far, created a woodchip path along 2/3rds of the length of the make shift path that had been 

created there. He has also removed the barbed wire that had fenced off the garages as residents had taped the 

strands together and were climbing through it. The Chairman pointed out that, now the Parish Council owns 

the land, any such action should be discussed with the Clerk or relevant councillor and put before the Parish 
Council prior to any work being undertaken.  Whilst Mr Parker’s actions are appreciated, it is important that 

he goes through the appropriate channels. As far as the partially made up path is concerned, Cllr Pitcher will 

visit the site with Mr Parker at the end of the meeting to view what has been done and what needs doing.   
 

 

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that the Souls Moor Management Plan allowed for the footpath on the south side of the 
site to be made up to a sufficient standard to encourage people to use the path when the Souls Moor SNCI is 

fenced off. 

 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER 



 

12.124 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies had been received from Cllr A Duncanson (illness). 

 

12.125 To receive the County Councillor’s Report 

 

12.125.1 Lychett Minster School – As had been reported in press, the theatre and arts block had burnt down following 

a lightning strike.  This has meant a loss of space and lack of room to accommodate all the children. Until 
alternative arrangements can be made, each child will be working from home one day a week. Thankfully, the 

cost of the rebuild will be covered by insurance.  

 
12.125.2 Parking on West Street – Cllr Brenton requested that as soon as letter is written, she would be able to endorse 

it.  The road is a route for heavy vehicles, so we should have a good case to get the work done. 

 

12.125.3 Work on the A35 – Work is due to start again on the 14
th
 January for 5 weeks so there will be considerable 

disruption whilst the bridge repairs are carried out on the westbound side of the carriageway. 

 

12.125.4 Tower Hill – Complaints have been received regarding the very large hedge on Tower Hill that blocks the 
light from the residents opposite. It is known that the owner lives outside the village but, if anyone knows the 

name or number of the owner, please pass it to either the Clerk or Cllr Brenton and the County Council will 

contact them. Alternatively, County do have the power to cut the hedge back and bill the owner direct. Once 
the owner’s name is known, Steve Mepham of Dorset County Highways will be informed.  

 

12.125.5 Flooding - Correspondence has been received from DCC regarding Flood Mitigation Procedures and a 

Property Level Protection Application has been included. The closing date for the return of the applications is 
the 28

th
 January and it is intended that the individual property owners complete and return the form. However, 

it was suggested that the Clerk could send a list of properties known to have flooded in the past to County Hall. 

These include; the 4 cottages opposite the cress beds along Southbrook; Oak Cottage, Bridge House, No 5 – all 
in Shitterton; and the Long House in North Street. A piece will be included in the Parish Magazine asking in 

villagers knew of any other locations. In addition to this, County have been asking landowners to consider 

mitigation methods to prevent water draining off fields on to people’s properties, such as renewing any 

ditching that has become overgrown. 
 

12.125.6 Pot holes  - A large pot hole has opened at Yearlings Drove and needs reporting. Cllr Pitcher informed 

members that this pot hole had been repaired before Christmas but, due to the amount of rain recently is, once 
again in a very poor state. Affpuddle Parish Council have already put in a complaint about it and we will add 

our support to them. 

 

12.126 To receive the District Councillor’s Report 

 

12.126.1 Affpuddle Parish Council – The parish council are contemplating a walk around Rogers Hill turbine to get a 

better understanding of the impact it has on the local environment. This may be something we would like to 
take part in.   

 

12.126.2 Parish Council Precepts - It has been confirmed that the precepts will not be capped this year. However, there 
is a possibility that a referendum may be imposed on parish councils that have a greater than 3% increase 

next year 

 
12.126.3 Emergency Planning – PDC are responsible for emergency planning within the Purbecks. They hold a list of 

areas that they know are prone to flooding but would not be aware of small local areas that may flood. This is 

something that we could supply them with. Such areas within the parish include White Lovington, Shitterton 

Lane, and Southbrook. (Refer to County Councillor’s report). 
 

12.126.4 Boundary Review – This is now being considered by Parliament and the results awaited. 

 
12.126.5 Shitterton Footbridge – Confirmation has been received that this work will be carried out by PDC within this 

financial year. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 



 

 
12.126.6 Synergy – Confirmation has been received that the Leylandii tree at back of Turberville is the responsibility 

of Synergy and they will need to get it cut down. Cllr Wharf also mentioned that two disable residents of 

Turberville Court had requested assistance from Synergy to help change light bulbs and were told to do it 

themselves. This is clearly not a reasonable response and, should the situation arise in the future, the 
Lengthsman will be asked to assist. 

 

12.126.7 Road Closure – The level crossing closure at Wool will now be for 2 weeks and not one whilst essential 
repair work is carried out. Notification has been placed on the Parish Council web site. 

  

12.126.8 Community Governance Review - PDC will be undertaking this review in the near future. This represents an 
opportunity to make minor changes to parish boundaries and for the smaller villages and hamlets to have a 

say in what parish they would like to be in. Cllr Wharf suggested that it may be worth approaching 

Bloxworth to see if they would like to reconsider their current position. One option would be for them to 

retain their village status but become part of this parish council i.e. Bere Regis & Bloxworth Parish Council. 
Sue Acland, the Chairman of the Bloxworth Village Meeting is quite keen on this idea and she will talk to 

the Community Governance Review people and speak to the residents of Bloxworth in order to gauge an 

initial response. Such a move would be more of a benefit to Bloxworth than Bere Regis. Should they remain 
zero precepted as they are at present, certain future decision may be difficult but not impossible to overcome. 

Other items for consideration would include the number of representatives on the Parish Council. In general, 

members would have no objection to Bloxworth joining with Bere Regis Parish Council but it would be up to 
them to do the groundwork in the first instance.  

 

Rogers Hill Farm – Under the current boundary, the farm buildings and some fields are within the 

Briantspuddle Parish boundary, whilst the rest of the fields are within the Bere Regis Parish boundary. It 
would appear to be sensible to have the whole farm within one or other parish. The Clerk will contact Nick 

Gore, Chairman of Briantspuddle Parish Council, and ask them if they have a preference to have the whole 

farm either in or out of their parish. 
 

 

12.126.9 Shitterton Close - Complaints have been received regarding the trees at Shitterton Close and the Clerk will 

look into this. 
 

 

12.126.10Superfast Broadband – It has been confirmed that, once this is rolled out by 2015, 95% of residents should 
benefit. Allison Debenham and Peter Wharf are the area champions and will keep everyone informed as to the 

progress.  

 

12.127 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 13
th 

December 2012 

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Alderman proposed they be a true 

and accurate record of the meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Munnings. The minutes were then signed by 
the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

12.128 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 
 

12.128.1 Nick Boles MP  - Following last month’s meeting with PDC regarding the Central Government funding for 

Neighbourhood Plans, a letter had been sent to Nick Boles MP expressing our concern that all the funding 
was being given to District Council with no guarantee that any would be passed down to Parish Councils. To 

date no reply has been received. 

 

12.128.2 Autumn Leaves Grant Request  - A letter has been sent saying we are unable to make a grant in this financial 
year but will consider the request at the April meeting as part of next year’s budget.  

 

12.128.3 Stone Signs – All three signs are now in situ and Cllr Alderman has been in touch with the calligrapher. He 
will make all the necessary arrangements and report back to the March meeting. 

 

12.128.4 Shitterton Bridge – The Lengthsman has replaced one of the more rotten boards but the bridge needs a 

complete overhaul as a matter of urgency (see District Councillor report). 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 



 

 

12.129 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and review dispensations 

received 

 

Cllr Munnings declared an interest in the planning application in respect of 67 Butt Close as he is directly 
involved with the application. He will remain in the room but take no part in the discussion or voting. 

 

Dispensations had been received from all councillors in respect of any discussion relating to the Precept or 
accounts and these were all accepted and have since been lodged with PDC. 

 

12.130 To consider the Community Right to Bid scheme 
 

A brief outline explaining the Community Right to Bid had been issued to all members prior to the start of the 

meeting. There are several buildings within the parish that would fit the analysis such as the Sports Club, Scout 

Hut, Post Office, etc and it was generally felt that we should get these buildings registered. Cllrs Chris and Tim 
Maunder offered to draw up a register of all such buildings and will present it to members at the February 

meeting. The list will also include land and facilities which are useful to the community. An item relating to 

this will also be included under Cllr Wharf communications in the Parish Magazine.  
 

 

 
 

12.131 To confirm the budget for the year ended 31
st
 March 2014  

 

A copy of the proposed budget had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting, together with 
the suggested Precept of £37,000. 

 

Cllr Howard asked what effect this Precept would have on a Band D property and the Chairman reported that 
this would represent an increase of £6.17pa taking the Band D cost to £50.50. 

 

Cllr Margetts reported that he had been approached by several residents who had expressed concern regarding 

the large percentage increase in the precept and the Parish Council seemingly spending money on what we do 
not perhaps need. He asked for his concern in this respect to be recorded. 

 

Cllr C Maunder said for years the Precept was kept deliberately down and no money was spent on anything for 
the village. Now there are projects being undertaken and assets being provided for the village in a way that was 

never done before. Once we start acquiring such assets, we must allow for maintenance and, in time, for their 

replacement in respect of such things as the play park.  
 

Cllr Howard said that he would rather stand by the additional increase in the Precept in the knowledge that the 

money will be going to something that is of good value for the village. The general perception is that the Parish 

Council, rather than District or County, provides this and there is physical evidence to show for the 
expenditure. 

 

It was agreed, 8 in favour and 1 against, that the budget be accepted in the format given and the Precept is set 
at £37,000.00 for the year to 31

st
 March 2014.  

 

 
 

A letter is to be sent to DCC regarding the grant in respect of the Lengthsman, saying that we are currently 

renegotiating his contract and would like to know if the grant is going to be continuing beyond the 3 year 

period. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLLRS C & T MAUNDER 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 



 

 
 

12.132 Key Topics 

 

12.132.1Neighbourhood Plan Update  
 

A public meeting took place on 8
th
 December at which the feedback from the questionnaire was presented. 

The Steering Group met on 7
th
 January and discussed – 

- A revised timetable - PDC feel that our original time table was too optimistic and would 

not be achievable. It is unlikely that the independent examination would happen before 

the autumn. 
- PDC presented a draft outline of what was hoped to be a step by step guide to creating a 

Neighbourhood Plan. However, it did not prove particularly representative of the work we 

had carried out to date, nor did it offer a lot of assistance in respect of the work that still 

had to be carried out. We are in the process of redrafting the guide. 
- The Structure of the Plan –The Upper Eden Neighbourhood Plan has just become the first 

Plan in the country to pass an independent assessor and is about to go to referendum. It is 

intended that we use the structure of that Plan to act as a framework for our own.   
- The Working Groups are to produce the first draft of their opening sections ready for the 

open meeting on the 22
nd

 January. 

 
The next meeting of the working groups is to take place at the Drax Hall, 22

nd
 January 7pm. The format of the 

evening will be the review of first drafts and then split into groups to go onto second section. All councillors 

are asked to make every effort to attend. 

 
The Chairman informed members that we have now spent the £2,000 we had set aside in the budget and have 

nothing left to spend. We are still dependent on PDC putting some money up to assist but they are only able to 

do this once the Plan has been approved. We would have to fund the whole project in the first instance but do 
not have any guarantee from PDC that they will let us have any money in the end. Cllr Wharf reported that, 

although nothing was guaranteed, the leader of the council has committed to reimburse the parish council with 

our reasonable expenditure. 

 

12.133 Finance  

           

12.132.1To approve monthly expenditure   
 

The following payments had been requested: 

 
PDC   Planning training fee   1452        50.00 

Andy Frost Design 2
nd

 stage payment   1453  12603.00 

Digley Associates Play park inspection   1454        48.00 

M Howard  Mileage claim    1455        32.00 
HF Bonfield  Stone signs    1456    1200.00 

VP Quinn  Carving stone signs   1457    3000.00 

Mrs A Crocker  Jan 2013 wages, expenses  1458      567.00 
HMRC   PAYE – January 2013   1459        61.00 

 

The total amount of expenditure from the Precept is £17,562.20, with the £12,603 payment to Andy Frost 
coming from grant monies received in respect of the new play area. The payments were proposed by Cllr 

Margetts, seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two councillors in 

the presence of the meeting. 

 
12.132.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made. 
 

12.132.3 To Review position against budget 

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

12.133 Planning & Housing     

 

Cllr Wharf took no part in the discussion or voting during this item. 

  
12.133.1 To consider planning applications      

 

6/2012/00809 67 Butt Lane – Replace rotten window frames & make internal alterations. Add render to 
brickwork on sun room 
 

Cllr Munnings declared an interest as this is his client and he took no part in the discussion. The PWP 

recommended no objections. 
 

EA/2012/00014 Land at Bere Down Farm – request for screening opinion in respect of a solar farm   

 
This is not a planning application but a request for PDC to agree the interpretation of the law, which they do. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Margetts, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed unanimously that the 

recommendations of the Planning Working Group are accepted.  
 

 

12.133.2 To consider tree work applications  
 

There were no tree work applications to consider this month. 

 

12.134 Village Environment  

 

12.134.1 Stone Signs 

 
The third and final stone is now in place and the invoices have been received from the stone mason and the 

engraver.  There will be a small reception on Saturday 19
th
 January for those who contributed towards the 

third stone.  
 

Cllr Alderman reported that the calligraphy plaque cannot be done straight away. It was agreed that we 

would want the cream goatskin parchment for the fabric and Cllr Alderman will liaise with Cllr Howard to 

decide on text type, etc. The cost will be between £75 and £100 depending on the intricacy of the crown and 
there will be an additional cost for the framing.  

 

 
12.134.2 Defects  

- Pot holes Yearlings Drove 

- Dog mess around the village and footpaths 
 

12.134.3 Souls Moor 

 

It has now been determine that the village is not within the NIA for the Purbecks so cannot take advantage of 
the funding for the fencing. However, the Wildlife Trust and the County Council can fund the fencing and this 

may mean more funding will be available. It was suggested that we look into getting the NIA boundary 

amended to include the village by contacting DEFRA directly. Cllr Wharf suggested speaking to Alison 
Turnnock at PDC and ask for her advice on how to approach this. Any funding received must be spent by 31

st
 

March. Cllr Pitcher will draft something for the magazine. There will be a public consultation on 9
th

 February 

from 9am to12am at the Scout Hut at which villagers will be informed of the management plan for the site, 

including fencing, grazing, etc.  Sarah Welton has produced a full page poster to go into the Parish Magazine 
advertising the event. It was agreed that the Parish Council would cover the cost of the advert. 

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that Sarah Welton’s mother, Pat Mills, is restricted to a wheel chair and gets wheeled 
along the improved streamside path regularly and this has completely revolutionised her life. Prior to the 

work, this route was impossible for her to use. A note to this effect will be sent to Viridor. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLRS ALDERMAN & HOWARD 

ACTION: CLERK 



 

 
Cllr Ventham informed members that Tony Bates had been contacted by Tillhill regarding the recently 

acquired land adjoining the Souls Moor site. They have reviewed the land looking at the wildlife aspect and 

Dorset Wildlife will be responsible for the wildlife areas around the planting. Tillhill have asked if they could 

hold a public consultation session within the village. The date will be organised in the near future. 
 

 

 

12.135 Traffic, Public Transport and Roads   

       

12.135.1 Winter Road Arrangements  
 

A copy of the Winter Maintenance Plan will be reissued to all members. 

 

12.135.2 Old Barn Road - It was reported that a burger trailer has been parked in the layby in Old Barn Road for 
several months. It will be reported to PDC to have it removed.  

       

12.136 Children & Youth  
 

12.136.1 Play area update 

        
Cllr Pitcher reported that the old equipment was removed over the Christmas period. Richard Hoare spent a 

day removing the concrete blocks and the Crockers from Rye Hill Farm provided the tractor and trailer. 

Thanks are extended to all the residents who turned out to help despite the weather conditions. The contractor 

has now started the installation of the new equipment. Cllr Pitcher will provide Cllr Wharf with a few lines on 
the progress to go into the parish mag. 

 

The second payment is now due and some of the funds need to be transferred from the play park account. This 
will be sorted out within the next week. A well-known actor has offered to open the park on the 29

th
 January 

and, if the park is in a reasonable state, he will be invited to do so but the main opening will take place when 

everything is completed at which time Brian May could be invited to do an official opening.  

 

12.137 Community Liaison 

 

Nothing to report. 
 

12.138 Police and Security          

 
12.138.1 Shell Garage Verge - Cllr Margetts reported that he had raised the issue of the parking on the verge by the 

garage with the Police and they have said they will try to get to the site and check the situation. 

 

12.138.2 West Street - Speeding on West Street and parking around corners and on the yellow lines was raised with 
the local police officer. However, it was agreed at the last PACT meeting that priority will be given to the 

speeding on the C6 which is seen to be more important than speeding on West Street. 

 
12.138.3 Recent Crimes – Overall the village has a very low crime rate. The only crime recently was a brick being 

thrown through a van window in the car park on the 9
th
 January. 

 

12.139 Correspondence received and meetings attended 

 

A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to all members. There were no 

comments made. 
 

12.139.1 IT and Internet Developments to support Parish Councils 

 
Cllr Margetts attended a meeting on the 19

th
 November covering various computer based topics such as 

council web sites, data storage, ordinance survey maps, etc. He will look into the Parish Council getting a 

commercial package for the digital mapping. Additional notes on the awareness session are available from 

Cllr Margetts and the Clerk.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR MARGETTS 



 

 

12.140 Communications 

 

The following items will be included in Cllr Wharf’s report for the Parish Magazine – 

- Parking in West Street – this will include reference to a public consultation  
- Upton bypass works 

- Community Right to Buy 

- Fencing at Souls Moor and the public consultation 

- Play Area 

- Speeding on C6 

- Dog Mess around the village 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:07pm 

 


