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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 8
th

 

JANUARY 2015 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS COMMENCING 7PM  
 
Present:   Cllrs S Munnings, R Pitcher, T Bennett, P Wharf, B Benjafield, B House, S Griffin and L Fairhurst 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:  21 members of the public and Colin Eversden, DCC Project Manager for the New School 

 

 The Chairman invited Colin Eversden to speak first.  

 

Colin reported that the drawings for the new school have been prepared and the works packages issued to the 

contractor. One of the main issues to resolve is the access road into the school site. Given that it is hoped to 

start work in the spring, it is necessary to sort out the access first. This involves doing some permanent works 

at the Southbrook junction and concerns the lime tree. It had been hoped, back in August when the application 

was put in, that the tree could be kept. The improvements originally planned involved purchasing a large part 

of the land at the entrance to Southbrook but this is not now possible. The solution is that, if the tree is 

removed, there would be sufficient room for the construction vehicles to enter and exit. DCC then approached 

the Parish Council and presented the revised proposals in December. A professional survey of the tree has 

been undertaken to see if it would be possible to transplant the tree and the findings were read out to the 

meeting. A copy of the survey is available on the web site. The tree is too large and too old to be moved and 

replanted. In summary, the tree is classified as being “in fair condition” which means it is generally healthy 

with some defects but with a limited life expectancy. It is a category C tree – of low quality, with a safe useful 

life expectancy of 10 to 20 years. Any construction traffic over its root area will reduce the life span and the 

crown would need to be severely pollarded in order to allow the construction traffic to get past.  

 

 Public: 

 

Ron Margetts – why was the legal issue of the land not picked up earlier? Colin Eversden – it was identified 

that junction improvements would be needed and an initial approach was made but until the design process 

was quite far along, it was not known how much land would actually be required.  

 

Jim Parsons – has been following the comments of Facebook with particular interest, especially the elements 

regarding the TPO back in 2006. PDC was approached at the time, but it was determined that the tree was in 

the ownership of the County Council and no TPO was ever put on it. However, even if it did have a TPO, it 

could be removed in order to allow the work to proceed. The main issue is the safety of the children and Rye 

Hill is not safe. He would like to recommend that the Parish Council set up a Community Speed Watch. The 

Chairman pointed out that this was already in hand and members of the Parish Council had received training 

and would be carrying out patrols in the near future. Mr Parsons went on to say that he felt it is important to 

get the school away from Rye Hill and the tree, although of great significance, must come down in the 

interests of children’s safety. 

 

14.130 Public Participation 

  

Moira Phipps thanked the Parish Council for putting the dog attack report in the magazine but there has been 

another incident when she has had to ask someone to put their dog on a lead. Cllr Wharf will see about getting 

the Dog Warden to visit the village.  

 

Alison Bennett read out two “Thank you” cards. One from all those who attend the Lunch Club and the other 

from the Pop In Performers for funding the t-shirts. ` 

 

Ron Margetts voiced his concern regarding the increase in the Precept. Having received the 5 Year cost 

projection, it would appear that the forthcoming years will be in a negative situation. The Chair reminded the 

meeting that this was against the backdrop of increasing amounts of work devolving to the Parish Council 
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without any money being passed on from either District or County. Over the past few years, we have kept the 

increase in the Precept above inflation, allowing us to build up some reserves. We are now using some of the 

money held in the reserves to offset the costs in coming years. We have been fortunate enough to pick up 

grant monies in the past but we cannot take into account income that is not guaranteed. Ron – would like to 

ask if the Precept is included in the magazine as well as being available on the web site. He also asked if the 

Lengthsman’s worksheet could be published on the web site so the amount of hours and the work undertaken 

are known. 

 

The issue of parking outside the shop and the Drax Arms was raised. The yellow lines at the corner of Snow 

Hill have disappeared. The Chairman reported that a meeting has been arranged with Highways on the 16
th

 

January to see if there is anything that can be done about the congestion on West Street. It is a problem 

everyone is aware of, but about which there are no easy solutions. 

 

Alison Bennett expressed concern over the whole issue of Facebook where people can express an opinion but 

never turn up at a Parish Council meeting. Cllr Benjafield has spent a great deal of time responding to the 

points raised over the Christmas period. Would it be possible to stop council business from being discussed on 

Facebook? Cllr Benjafield responded to the comments as he felt that it would be more worthwhile to give the 

correct information over the Christmas period rather than let things stand for 4 weeks. Cllr Fairhurst felt that if 

you read Facebook, it gives the impression that councillors are only in it for what they can get. If we then try 

to stop any discussion, it will exacerbate the problem. Cllr Wharf reminded people that he holds a monthly 

surgery and he and the Chair have taken the decision that they will not get involved in any discussion on the 

village Facebook page. Any response put on Facebook by Cllr Benjafield on behalf of the Parish Council will 

be factual and will not be putting any personal opinion forward nor get involved in a backwards and forwards 

discussion. It is noticeable that those who were shouting loudest and longest on the Facebook page about the 

lime tree were not present at this meeting. The Chairman agreed that it was disappointing that none of those 

who were talking about the tree on Facebook have turned up. 

 

Jim Parsons raised the point about putting another lime tree somewhere more appropriate. The Chairman 

reported that this has already been discussed and advice is being taken on the size and type of tree. It is hoped 

that the planting could be done in conjunction with the opening of the new school. 

 

Linda Rowland suggested something could be made out of the old tree such as a table or bench.  

 

Suzie Hamilton informed the meeting that the Facebook discussion started with an 80 year old lady asking the 

question about the tree. As no information had been given out, the various conjectures on Facebook ensued. 

The Chairman reported that the notes from the minutes of the Parish Council are normally put on the 

Facebook page and the web site and in the parish magazine. Unfortunately, without putting something through 

every door, it is difficult to get the information out to everyone. Cllr Benjafield suggested keeping copies of 

the minutes in the Post Office and the Doctor’s Surgery and this will be looked into. 

 

 

Alison Bennett asked Cllr Pitcher if the Open Spaces group had organised the next working party for Souls 

Moor. Cllr Pitcher said that they were in the process of organising it and will be going ahead with the 7
th

 

February. 

  

14.131 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies have been received from Cllr Bates. 

 

14.132 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 December 2014 
 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Pitcher proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr House and agreed 

unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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14.133 Matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda – for report only  
 

Back Lane drain – has been looked at but has since blocked again. Cllr Wharf reported that it will be looked at 

again. 

 

Souls Moor Bridge – it was felt that the anti-slip strip needs to be put on the plastic parts of the bridge as well. 

 

 

Winter Maintenance Plan – Cllr Griffin to bring up to date. 

 

 

Flood mitigation works – The Clerk will formally write to Scouts to inform them of the work. 

 

 

14.134 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

A standing declaration of interest is held for Cllr Griffin in respect of any item relating to Dorset County 

Council as he is an employee of the authority. Cllr Benjafield declared an interest in the grant application for 

the Sports Club. No other interests were declared and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

 

14.135 To receive the County and District Councillor’s report 

 

14.135.1County Report - The County has submitted their final response to Navitus Bay – not in favour due to the 

damage it will do to the tourism of the area and the effect on the skyline. 

 

 After the May elections, DCC are intending to look at how they might operate more effectively as a 

“Combined Authority” throughout the County. They have been allocated a grant of £750k to plan for sharing 

services with Bournemouth BC, Poole BC, DCC and the five District Councils. Extensive consultation will 

take place with the electorate of the County. 

 

14.135.2District Report – The District Council has also responded to the Navitus Bay proposal and put in a stronger 

objection.  

 

On Tuesday Cllr Wharf will be having an interview in Swanage with Tristan Pasco, Southern Politics – Radio 

Solent, regarding affordable housing in the Purbecks. This follows the recent government notice removing the 

requirement for affordable housing in developments of less than 10 houses. 

 

Enforcement policy – being reviewed by the District Council. 

 

The Partial Review – the previous local plan agreed 120 houses per year until 2027. The Inspector only 

approved the Local Plan on the understanding that it would be reviewed and the number of houses increased. 

The SHMAA has come back with 201 houses per annum. The Partial Review will look at where any extra 

housing could be put, taking into account the considerable amount of planning constraints in the Purbecks. 

 

14.136 Key topics 

 

14.136.1Neighbourhood Plan progress update  

 

The Steering Group met on the 30
th
 December. There are 3 main issues that are now top of the agenda: 

 

- Sending out a response to the questionnaire, covering the factual responses. 

- Specific responses to those who made specific points.  

- Where we go from here in respect of the landowners. 

 

ACTION: CLLR GRIFFIN 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Essentially, we have only one major landowner and, although they have put land into a SHLAA, this does not 

equate to an agreement in principle. Following recent policy issued from Central Government, developments 

of 10 or fewer houses do not have to provide any affordable homes. This may result in the number of 

affordable houses being diminished, but it does mean we may be able to bring the landowners back to the 

table to continue discussions. We await the formal guidance from PDC regarding this. 

 

Cllr Wharf reported that PDC are also still awaiting guidance regarding the planning amendments but will 

report back as soon as he hears anything. 

 

Rural exception site at Shitterton – The site has been highlighted for 4 or 5 affordable houses. The officers are, 

in principle, in favour of the development but it is still very early days. A representative from Hastoe Housing 

will be addressing the February meeting. 

 

14.136.2 New School and Southbrook Junction proposal  

  

Already discussed under the Public section. Cllr Wharf suggested sending a note of thanks to Colin for the 

amount of work and effort he has put in to this. 

 

14.137 Finance   

          

14.137.1 To approve the monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 Marquis of Salisbury  Payment for Xmas trees   1684    694.20 

 Nathan Fairhurst  NP questionnaire – setup & analysis 1685    125.00 

 A King    Lengthsman – December   1686   1204.30 

 Bere Regis PCC  Annual donation for church yard 1687    500.00 

 Drax Hall   Hall rental 1/4/14-31/3/15  1688    250.00 

 DC Pension Fund  January 2015 contribution  1689    179.29 

 Mrs A Crocker   January wages + expenses  1690    962.00 

 HMRC    January PAYE & NIC   1691    105.18 

 B House   NeighbourCar & LC expenses  1692    210.66 

 Caloo UK Ltd   Slide     1693   3921.00 

 M Saywell   NeighbourCar mileage   1694       83.70 

 P Saywell   NeighbourCar mileage   1695     149.40  

   

 The total amount payable from the Precept is £7,715.03. 

 

 £345 has been received in respect of the Christmas trees by way of the £5 charge made for each tree. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Fairhurst, seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously that the payments are 

made. The cheques were signed by two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

14.137.2To confirm the reconciliation of accounts  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised.  

 

14.137.3To review the position against budget  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised. 

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF 

ACTION: CLERK 
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14.137.4 To consider a grant of £150 to the Sports Club for the purchase of a defibrilator 

 

Cllr Benjafield reported that the Sports Club recently ran some FA training and investigated the cost of 

purchasing a defibrillator. They have applied to the British Heart Foundation which is offering the 

defibrillator and training for 2 people at a cost of £400. It was proposed by Cllr Wharf, seconded by Cllr 

Pitcher and unanimously agreed that the £150 grant is given. The Clerk reported that this will take us over the 

grants budget for the current year but there is sufficient in the reserve to cover this. 

 

Cllr Ventham asked Cllr House to see if the Surgery held a defibrillator. 

 

Cllr Wharf reported that Briantspuddle have also purchased a defibrillator and it is kept in the village hall.  

 

14.138 Planning & Housing  

 

14.138.1 To consider planning applications  

 

6/2014/0655 – Land off Elder Road – sever land & erect 4 bungalows – this has since been withdrawn. 

 

6/2014/0683 – Masters Pit, Puddletown Road - Section 73 Planning Application for non-compliance with 

conditions 1, 2 & 12 of planning permission ref: 6/2007/0892 dated 12th August 2011 and the variation of 

these conditions to extend the end date of the landfill to allow the works to be completed, adoption of the 

revised scheme of phasing and to delay the submission of an after-care scheme. 

 

6/2014/0693 – Yearling, Wool Road – Erect extension & ground works including sceptic tank and soakaway 

 

The PWP recommended no objections. 

 

14.138.2 To consider tree work applications 

 

There were no tree work applications. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously that the recommendations 

of the PWP are accepted. 

     

14.139 Environment & Facilities  

 

14.139.1 Lengthsman’s Contract  

 

Postpone until the February meeting. The Clerk reported that, to date, no-one had expressed any interest in 

taking the role. 

 

14.139.2 Open Spaces update  

 

Work party on the 3
rd

 January. Thanks are extended to Cllr Bennett for bringing along his chainsaw. 2 DWT 

representatives will be present at the next working party on the 7
th

 February. The Management Plan is to be 

redrawn and notices will be put up explaining what has been done and why. 

 

14.139.3 Defects  

 

Nothing to report. 

 

14.140 Police, Traffic and Roads  

 

The Chair welcomed PCSO Luke Taylor who reported that there were 2 crimes in the last month; one, a theft 

from the Shell garage and, the other, criminal damage on a local farm. Although a theft over the Christmas 

was reported on Facebook, nothing had been reported officially. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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West Street traffic – this has come up heavily through the NP consultation. Highways will be doing a walk-

around but it is not clear what can, realistically, be done. Cllr Wharf suggested having some sort of pinch 

points that would be wide enough for a bus to go through but would encourage people to give way to on-

coming vehicles. The problem is one of bad parking, with no consideration for yellow lines or drop kerbs. A 

one-way system may be a possibility.  

 

A traffic survey will be set up on Elder Road in order to obtain some base line information for traffic 

monitoring when the new school opens. 

 

The Rye Hill traffic survey is in place for May.  

 

Cllr Benjafield asked if there was any benefit in trying to work out how many cars are likely to use the road 

once the school has been moved.  

 

14.141 Community Liaison  

       

14.141.1 NeighbourCar Scheme – Another advert has been put in the Red Post magazine but there is a desperate need 

for more drivers. Cllr Ventham asked if it would be possible to see a quarterly report on number of trips, etc. 

 

14.141.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club – Cllr House expressed concern that we are missing some clients. Perhaps we 

could liaise more with the surgery. Cllr House will bring this up at the next PPG.  

 

Cllr House asked if it would be possible to include a flier for the Lunch Club and NeighbourCar Scheme when 

the response letter for the NP questionnaire is sent. A request for people to put their Christmas tree order in 

will also be included. 

 

14.141.3Recruitment – We do have a vacancy and can now co-opt. The Clerk will draw up some wording for Cllr 

Benjafield to put on the Facebook page.   

 

14.142 Children & Youth  

 

14.142.1 Banter Group update – A representative is required from the Parish Council to sit on this group. In the 

meantime, Steve Syrett will be asked to put in a monthly report. 

 

14.143 Correspondence received since the agenda was set and meetings attended 

 

A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to members prior to the start of 

the meeting.  

 

A letter has been received from Raymond Brown Minerals in response to our objection to the planning 

application. However, it does not appear to address any of the comments we made and confuses Rye Hill with 

West Street. The Clerk will draw up a response. 

 

Dorset Heathland Planning – We are concerned that the SANG proposed behind the allotment site housing 

proposal will form part of the larger SANG mentioned in the document. Cllr Wharf to copy the Clerk in on the 

letter he has sent to Anna Leigh. 

 

14.144 Public Relations 

- Lime tree 

- Neighbourhood Plan 

- Lengthsman vacancy 

- Parish council vacancy 

- Wessex Watermark grant 

- Sports Club defibrillator 

- New slide 

 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFIELD/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Web site – A quarterly Lengthsman’s report will be included, setting out what has been achieved in the 

previous quarter. The first report will include an explanation of why the hours have been increased. 

 

14.145 Items for the January meeting 

 

Members are reminded to send information to the Clerk before the 31
st
 January for any item to be included on 

the agenda. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:55pm 

ACTION: CLERK 


