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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14

TH
 JANUARY 2016 

AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

Present: Cllr L Fairhurst, B House, R Pitcher, D Bishop, P Wharf, T Bates, S Munnings, B Benjafield, 

  T Bennett, L Fancy 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also Present: 8 members of the public, PC Jon Stewart and PCSO John Walton 

 

15.129 Public Participation  
 

The Chair invited PC Jon Stewart to speak. There have been 3 incidents happening very close to each other. 

This is very rare for Bere Regis. There have been other types of incidents in more rural areas which are being 

looked at as rural crime. The incidents in the village were all attempted break-ins of sheds or outbuildings. 

There are no results to report at the moment. As there were no witnesses, the cases will rely on forensics 

which may take several months. A comment on Facebook said that the Police would only come out if the shed 

or outbuilding is attached to the main dwelling. If there is no chance of forensics and no CCTV, then an 

officer will not be sent out. What they can do is log the incident and a member of the Police force may attend 

the victim and offer advice on security but this may happen several days later. Part of Jon’s role is now to 

research on where crime is happening and if he knows what is happening in a certain area, an officer can be 

sent for a drive round and be told what to look for. So it is important that, no matter what residents think, they 

still need to report all incidents. Whenever something is posted on the Facebook page, the person posting it 

should be encouraged to report it to the Police or via Dorset Alert. They are particularly keen to be made 

aware of suspicious off-road vehicles.   

 

Cllr Wharf absented himself from the meeting at this point.  

 

Richard Smith – lives at Bere Heath about a mile and a half north east of the Shooting School ground. When 

the Shooting School permission was given in 2003, restrictions were put on regarding noise levels and 

frequency of shooting. This application, if permitted, will have a huge effect on the frequency with which the 

site is used and the noise levels resulting from that use. It is inappropriate to say that, if the noise levels are 

kept below that required, then the frequency is not relevant. 

 

David King – also a resident of Hyde. Although he supports the application with regard to moving some of the 

stands further West, the application also seeks to amend the planning conditions which will enable the School 

to be turned into a Major Shooting and Olympic training ground. This represents a change of use. Mr King 

would like to see no changes to any of the existing conditions until the School can prove that they can reduce 

noise levels. He also objects to the proposed condition 6 which allows the School to shoot on both Saturdays 

and Sundays 14 times a year; condition 7 which only restricts the number of County, National and 

International competitions whereas all competitions are restricted to 12 times a year at present; and to the 

increase in the number of stands from 20 to 40. The School is limited to 18 stands in use at any one time and 

there is evidence that this is already being exceeded. Increasing the number of stands could make this situation 

even worse. 

 

Barry Heath – a Hyde resident for 25 years. Most of the properties were there well before the School. When 

planning was granted in 2003, there were strong reservations due to the implications of noise and resident 

amenity. The School is 17m above sea level height and the prevailing wind carries the noise towards the 

houses which sit above the 25m height. The operation is currently going 5 days a week, all year round and all 

weekend. The Parish Council should protect the legitimate interests of the residents and object to the 

application. 

 

John Pitts – (a full copy of Mr Pitts’ response had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting) 

a number of shooting school clay pigeon sites have closed over the last few years – one of which is the site on 

the Dorchester to Yeovil road. As a result, the remaining schools have become much busier. If the application 

is allowed to go through, there will be a considerable increase in noise pollution. If it is approved, many more 

residents of both Bere and Hyde will be affected by the noise levels. 
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Andrew Robinson, Symonds & Sampson, acting on behalf of the Shooting School – the application agrees to 

restrict the noise levels to those of the original application and stick to the 55dba requirement. By moving the 

stands to the West, more of the stands will be able to meet this restriction. As part of the conditions, they are 

going through a testing procedure for a period of 6 months and will close any stands that do not meet the 

55dba requirement. There is also a condition of having a maximum of 18 stands open at any one time. The 

purpose of having more stands means those being used can be altered depending on the wind direction. Most 

competitions take place during the winter so the 14 weekends’ shooting competitions would take place at a 

time of year when residents would not normally be in their gardens. 

 

Cllr Benjafield – would the changes increase the number of jobs on the site? Andrew Robinson – possibly. 

 

Cllr Bates – have they increased the land holding in order to move operations to the West? Andrew – yes. Al 

the stands have been remodelled – 11 out of the 40 may still cause a problem. In 6 months’ time, if they have 

been found to be in excess of 55dba, they will be closed. 

 

Cllr Ventham – who is going to monitor the decibel levels and will this feed into the closure of the stands? 

Andrew – a professional will do this and they will then feed the results back. If residents consent to sound 

readers being put in their gardens, they will also be able to check levels. Cllr Ventham – will a register be run 

which will be capable of being audited, to guarantee that only 18 stands are being used at any one time and 

showing how this links to the monitoring of each individual stand’s noise levels. Andrew – it is in their 

interest to get the recording right. There would be no reason not to have an independent person auditing this 

register. PDC have been invited to put their professional person forward to monitor noise levels. 

 

Cllr Bishop – limiting the number of stands – is there a limit of how many people use a stand at any one time? 

Graham Brown (Purbeck Shooting School owner) – only 18 people can shoot at any one time. 

 

Cllr Fancy – are the lead levels checked regularly? Graham – it has been proven that does not leach. 

 

Cllr Benjafield – after 6 months, will regular monitoring continue? Andrew – there is potential for 

enforcement should the 55dbs level be exceeded. If the School does not carry out monitoring, then residents 

will. It is in the School’s interest to ensure that monitoring and compliance continues. 

 

There being no further comments, the Chair closed the public meeting. Cllr Wharf re-entered the meeting and 

all those who had spoken regarding the Shooting School application left. 

 

15.130 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 All members were present. 

 
15.131 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 10

th
 December 2015  

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Bishop proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed 

unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

 

15.132 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

Finger post on Rye Hill – the collars, etc have now been received and we await the lettering which should 

arrive within the week. 

 

Leaves on the slip road – Cllr Wharf will have an informal chat with Highways. 

         

 

Turberville Court – the entrance door has now been repaired. There is still an issue of the collapsed wall but 

this does not represent a serious hazard. 

 

Viridor application in respect of the Souls Moor path upgrade – the quotes have been requested and, to date, 

one has been received. 

 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF 
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15.133 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

Cllr Ventham declared a minor interest in the Shooting School application as he has used the facility in the 

past. Cllrs Munnings, Bennett and Fancy declared a similar interest. 

 

15.134 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Report 

 

15.134.1 District – A Partial Review meeting will take place shortly to discuss the suggested development sites and 

determine which ones will be put through. A copy of the Ward fact sheet will be put in the Post Office and 

Surgery with the minutes.  

 

Calendar sales have now almost closed. A profit of £200 has been made and Cllr Wharf suggested giving £100 

each to the Junior Church and the Youth Club. 

 

Buses – Incorrect information was put out but the logic to cut the 186 was based on the fact that it does not run 

5 days a week. The consultation is much too rushed, with little thought behind it. No usage figures are 

available. We were all under the impression that the cuts made 2 years ago would be the only ones necessary. 

A formal response will be sent to Cllr Wharf from the Parish Council. Cllr Fancy offered to put a notice up on 

the bus stops informing users of the proposal. Any amendments will be made from the 1
st
 May. 

 

 

15.134.2 County – DCC is the most poorly treated county in the country when it comes to the rates support grant. 

They have been given only 2 years in which to cut a further £7.5million from their budget. They are cutting 

Youth Services in order to be able to focus their support in schools. 

 

15.135 Key Topics 

 

15.135.1Neighbourhood Plan Update  

 

Very little to say other than Cllr Wharf has spoken to Michael Tomlinson MP who, in turn, spoke to Richard 

Drax MP. Mr Drax intimated that he was unaware of the issues we were having and would be looking into it. 

Cllr Wharf will be attending the South Dorset AGM, which will also be attended by Richard Drax, and the 

topic may come up. 

 

15.135.2 Clean For the Queen – Village Tidy 

 

This is a national initiative but councillors were asked if they would like to revive the Village Tidy and, if so, 

who would like to take the lead. Cllr Fancy volunteered to do this. Cllr Pitcher reported that, as the Open 

Spaces Group would not be holding an event during April, the Village Tidy could take the place of their 

monthly clear up. The aim would be to have a network of people in place, representing a number of roads and 

for the Scouts, perhaps, to take the common areas. The Clerk will find the dates of the national initiative and 

what information is available. PDC will be contacted regarding the equipment available and the collection of 

rubbish afterwards. Possible date for the event – Sunday 17
th

 April for the clean-up. 

 

 

15.135.3 Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday event  

 

A note is to be sent out to all village organisations regarding the beacon lighting on the 21
st
 April.  

 

 

15.135.4 To receive an update on the Rural Bus Services Review 

 

Discussed under the County Councillor’s report. 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLLR FANCY/CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR FANCY/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 



BRPC Minutes 2015/16 Page 4 
 

 

15.136 Finance           
 

15.136.1 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

 The following payment had been requested: 

 

 F Spicer  NeighbourCar – December 2015   1819    13.95 

 S Stone   Lunch Club costs – Aug – Dec ’15  1820    44.00 

 B House  NC & Lunch Club expenses   1821  197.66  

DC Pension Fund January contribution    1822   182.86 

 HMRC   January PAYE     1823     93.23 

 Pop In Place  First Aid Course fee re Lunch Club  1824     60.00 

  

 The total amount of cheque payments is £591.70 

 

 Marquis of Salisbury Christmas tree costs    BACS25  846.36 

 A Crocker  Lunch Club – December   BACS26  144.71 

 A Crocker  Honorariums     BACS26    50.00 

 I Ventham  December lunch club    BACS27  194.53 

 S Munnings  December lunch club    BACS28     16.62 

 D Fairhurst  NeighbourCar – December 2015   BACS29     59.85 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar – December 2015   BACS30   102.37 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar – December 2015   BACS30     83.91 

 A King   Lengthsman – December 2015   BACS31 1705.09 

 Mrs A Crocker  Wages January + expenses   BACS32   802.13  

 

 The total amount of BACS payments is £4,005.57 

 

 The total amount being taken from the Precept this month is £4,537.27. 

 

 Cllr Bishop proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. 

 

15.136.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

15.136.3 To Review position against budget  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made.  

 

15.136.4 To consider the Asset Register  

 

A copy of the Register had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no 

additions or amendments made. 

 

15.137 To consider planning applications           
 

15.137.1 To consider planning applications 

 

6/2015/0723: Purbeck Shooting School – change of use of land to the west of the school to resite existing and 

additional shooting facilities 

 

A statement had been submitted by Mr John Pitts and this had been issued to all members prior to the start of 

the meeting.  

 

We must try to balance the needs of a legitimate business that brings economic benefit to the community with 

the issues relating to local residents.  
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Cllr Bates – wind direction – if there is a strong westerly wind, the noise is very noticeable; if the wind is 

easterly, hardly any noise at all can be heard. This needs to be considered during any monitoring. The 

monitoring of the stands should be appropriate for the wind direction at the time.  

 

Cllr Munnings – the Parish Council has always agreed to support businesses within the parish. The applicant 

did not touch on the frequency of shooting. Although they were trying to say that, if the noise level is lower 

than 55dbs, then frequency does not matter – this is not the case. Frequency is important as well. They are 

presently asking for 12 extra days. 

 

Cllr House – having moved half a mile up the road recently, the volume and length of shooting has noticeably 

increased to the point of being annoying within the last 4 years. Stockley Bridge was the loudest point of noise 

when first tested and moving the stands is not going to improve this. It is almost exactly due east of the 

School.  

 

Cllr Bishop – would be interested to know if moving the sites into a depression and further away would help 

with the noise but frequency remains a problem.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst – understands what the residents are saying but sees that the School is a successful business and 

we should support it. He would propose that we agree with the 6 months monitoring. 

 

Cllr Pitcher – wondering how much of the noise comes from the School and how much from the army and 

Lulworth.  

 

Cllr Bennett – local business creating jobs. They have looked into the noise pollution and are trying to do all 

they can to make things better for everyone.  

 

Cllr Fancy – sympathise with the residents but it is a successful business that could be made more successful 

and would agree with the 6 months review.  

 

Cllr Benjafield – fully sympathises with the residents but a successful business what would seem to be doing 

all they can and offering a solution that would have some recourse after 6 months should be supported.  

 

Cllr Ventham – there is a great volume of shooting within the same opening times with more people using the 

School. The residents believe that more than 18 stands have been in use. There is the question as to whether or 

not there is professional evidence of the noise levels being monitored and known to have increased over the 

last few years. Only certain cartridges can be used on the site and these are, generally, supplied by the School. 

 

We want to support the business and not reject the application out of hand but need to minimise the impact 

that the School has on the residents in the area. The School has tried to make an effort by leasing land for the 

new stands to the west and there is no knowing if this would work without allowing the 6 months testing 

period. There is a question about monitoring and we would need to be able to guarantee that the noise levels 

were being officially monitored in differing wind conditions which needs to be available to independent audit. 

The audit should also show that the individual stands are checked and that only 18 are being used at any one 

time. Frequency – this has been an on-going condition and there is no reason for it to change. There is no 

reason for the 2 additional weekends to be increased. Cllr Munnings – as they have asked for a review of the 

noise levels after 6 months, then review whether any increase in operating days is justified at that time. The 

skeet is a separate issue and has to be separately proved that it can be operated under 55dbs under any wind 

conditions. 

 

Trial period of 6 months during which all stands are monitored in all wind conditions. Recording system so no 

more than 18 stands are used at any one time – also records decibel levels. After 6 months, a review to be 

carried out to consider an extension in the number of hours but, during the 6 months, no extension is 

permitted. Should the 14 weekend extension be permitted, we would ask that another day off in the week is 

made mandatory. 

 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed that the conditions as set out in the above paragraph should be submitted. This was 

seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously. A draft response will be circulated for approval by e-mail.  
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6/2015/0717: Land adjacent to 142 Rye Hill – use of land as caravan site for a single static caravan – 

Certificate of Lawfulness Existing 

 

Cllr Bennett remained in the meeting but took no part in any discussion. 

 

The PWP recommended no objection to both applications. It was proposed by Cllr Bishop that the 

recommendations are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. 

 

15.137.2 To consider tree work applications 

 

There were no tree works applications for consideration. 

 

15.138  Environment & Facilities         

 

15.138.1 Open Spaces update  

 

The Lengthsman will be asked to remove the arisings from the stream works. 

 

Grazing – Cllr Bates is in discussion with his contacts in DWT with regard to grazing ponies on the land. 

DWT already use ponies to graze other areas of their land and we may be able to share the ponies. These 

would be animals that are used to people and dogs and the owners would also be used to the type of 

environment their animals would be in and would be used to dealing with members of the public. 

 

Village Notice Board – Still awaiting a response from Eddie Butterfield but Cllr Pitcher will chase him. Cllr 

Ventham reported that the Vicar is keen to go ahead with a joint notice board to replace the one in the 

Vicarage garden. Cllr Bates was going to speak to Bill Steggles regarding this. He will now move this 

forward. 

 

Walks Leaflet – Cllr Bates presented a proto-type. Cllr Benjafield was asked to provide some costings and a 

local business will be approached to see if they would like to sponsor it. 

 

 

Nature Reserve Board – Cllr Bates will e-mail a draft of the board to the Clerk for forwarding on to all 

members. 

 

15.138.2 Defects  

 

- Mrs Stockley – the Souls Moor path. Cllr Wharf offered to visit her. She is concerned that her driveway 

is being damaged and the bank broken down by the lorries attending the school access road site. Cllr 

Wharf has taken this up with the Project Team who will mitigate the circumstances as much as possible. 

Cllr Fairhurst has also been approached by walkers complaining that the alternative path is very muddy. 

It was noted that these paths have always been muddy and we have just experienced an extended period 

of heavy rainfall. It would not be appropriate to start spending money on doing up paths when, in 6 

months’ time, the problem will be resolved. Cllr Bates suggested putting a notice up apologising for the 

inconvenience but it was felt that this would not be appropriate – we are not responsible for the weather 

and residents should be aware that these are rural paths and should dress accordingly. It is our aim to 

improve the paths once the school opens. 

- Fromes Lane – joining Short Lane and Hollow Oak – no public rights of way over it. Cllr Fairhurst will 

do some research and bring this back to the February meeting 

.   

15.139 Police, Traffic and Roads          
 

15.139.1 Parking enforcement in West Street  

 

Cllr Ventham reported that he was not aware of any problems since the lines were installed. Cllr Wharf will 

contact the Enforcement Team to ensure they do visit the area and take action when necessary. 

 

 

 

ATION: CLLR BATES 

ACTION: CLLRS BATES/BENJAFIELD 

ACTION: CLLR BATES/CLERK 
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15.139.2 Potential traffic & parking issues Elder Road & Manor Farm Road  

 

Concern is still expressed regarding the parking in Elder Road and Manor Farm Road, particularly next year 

when the new school opens. An e-mail has been sent to Highways setting out our concerns but no reply has 

been received. A copy of the e-mail will be sent to Cllr Wharf and he will follow it up and see if it is 

worthwhile arranging another site meeting. There is also an issue of parking on the corners of junctions. 

 

15.139.3 Community Speed Watch  

 

As no volunteers are coming forward, Cllr Ventham suggested dropping the initiative. Cllr Wharf said that a 

number of other councils have tried the initiative and then dropped it due to lack of volunteers.  The Clerk will 

contact the Police accordingly. 

 

15.140 Community Liaison  

 

15.140.1 NeighbourCar Scheme        

 

Cllr House reported that she has received an e-mail from Amanda Evans, Dorset County Council, asking if 

the community car system would take on the nearby villages who are about to lose their bus services. She is 

happy to do so, as long as the other Parish Councils are willing to assist by putting forward volunteer drivers. 

 

15.140.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 

 

Still going well. 

 

15.140.3 Volunteer Awards Nominations 

 

Bob Holman was nominated by Bere Regis. Affpuddle is also putting him forward, so we will be submitting a 

joint application. Cllr Fancy has been doing some research and will send it through to the Clerk. 

 

 

15.141 Children & Youth          
 

15.141.1 Youth Club Update  

 

Happy for £100 from the calendar sales to go to the Youth Club.  

 

15.142 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

No additional correspondence had been received. 

 

15.143 Public Relations          
 

- Report every incident so the Police can map statistics 

- Bus Review 

- Litter picking/Village Tidy 

- Wild Life Group update 

- Calendars 

 

15.144 Items for the February 2016  

 

Councillors are reminded to forward any agenda items to the Clerk by the 31
st
 January 2016. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at  21:20pm 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 


