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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12
TH

 JUNE, 

2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM. 

 

Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  C Maunder  S Munnings  A Duncanson 
   T Maunder  L Alderman  I Ventham 
       
Chair:  Cllr L Fairhurst 
 
Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 
 
In attendance:  3 members of the public, 2 representatives from Camborne Energy. 
 

13.34 Public Participation 
 
13.34.1 Linda Lamon informed the meeting that she had written two songs – one to raise funds for the church bells 

and the second for the official tree planting day in the autumn. Dr Brian May has offered his support for the 

tree planting and the children from the school are involved as are the Pop-in Singers. She is currently seeking 

sponsorship for the initial recording costs and would like this as an agenda item for the July meeting. The 
Clerk will pass on a Grant Application form. Cllr C Maunder suggested she also consider approaching PRS 

and a number of other possible funding sources.  

 
13.34.2 Jon Parker read a letter that he had received from a resident of the village expressing concern over the 

overgrown hedges, specifically that in front of Lys Cottages. Cllr Pitcher reported that he had also spoken to 

one of the residents and they had said they would be contacting the relevant housing association which is 

believed to be Raglan. A letter will also be sent from the Clerk asking them when they are planning on cutting 
the hedge. Post meeting note: an e-mail was sent to Raglan Housing Association on the 22

nd
 June, 2013.They 

have since responded saying they are trying to determine the ownership of the hedge. 

 
Mr Parker went on to report that CARS have been in contact with PCSO Iain Lesley regarding setting up the 

new community speed watch scheme on Rye Hill and Southbrook in the vicinity of the school. Under this 

scheme group members, once they have received training in the use of a speed gun, will record the registration 
numbers of speeding vehicles and pass them on to the Police who will then consider action. Their application 

has been submitted and accepted and they now await further communication regarding the training.  

 

 Mr Parker attended the DCC meeting at which his petition for North Street was discussed. He expressed 
thanks to Cllr Wharf, who also attended the meeting, for his input at the meeting. 

 

13.34.3 Cllr Ventham reported that he had been following the various arguments on the Face Book page and there 
seems to be an enormous misunderstanding regarding the co-option procedure. He explained that, for the past 

6 years, there has not been one single applicant for any vacancy that has arisen. On each occasion, it has been 

the case of approaching someone who might like to be on the council and asking them if they wanted to stand. 
Should a co-option have been necessary, each person would have been asked to attend the meeting and to say 

a few words about themselves. The Parish Council would then go into secret discussion and a secret ballot 

would take place. Until the names of the candidates were released by PDC, no member of the parish council 

knew who the candidates were. The other rumours regarding the work of the council were unpleasant and 
equally ill-informed. Cllr Ventham offered his thanks to all the members of the parish council for all the work 

they have done over the last 5 years – the purchase of Souls Moor, Jubilee Celebrations, acquisition of the 

Elder Road footpath, the new Shitterton bridge, amongst other things. Individual members work tirelessly for 
the community – Martin Howard has organised the Village Tidy virtually single-handedly over the past years, 

Robin Pitcher has organised the replacement of the play area and is now looking at providing a new skate 

park. All members have their various roles and although villagers do not see what they do, their input is 

essential to the smooth running of the village. It must be remembered that they are all unpaid volunteers who 
give a great deal of their time. There is a great deal of implied criticism of the council on Facebook and this is 

unfounded. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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13.34.4 WWI – The 4th August 2014 marks the commencement of the first year of the centenary commemorations of 
WW1. Nationally there will be 4 years of events and, as a village, we need to start thinking about how we 

would like to commemorate this period of our history. During July, the Parish Council will be sending a letter 

to all the organisations in the village to arrange a meeting in September and start to consider possible 
activities. On the 4

th
 August 2014 there will be a candlelit vigil in both Glasgow Cathedral and Westminster 

Abbey. At 11pm the candles will be put out to symbolise “the lights going out over Europe” on the 4
th

 August 

1914 when war was announced. Perhaps we could do a similar vigil in our Church. The village memorial  

marks the names of those who went to war and did not come back – perhaps we could try to find the names of 
those associated with the village that went to war and did come back. 

 

 
19:21pm Cllr Ventham left the meeting. 

 

There being no further comments from members of the public, Cllr Fairhurst welcomed everyone to the 

meeting and introduced our guest speakers, Jonathon Townsend and Jude Cook, from Camborne Energy Ltd 
who had come to address the meeting and explain the proposal for a 21MWp solar panel farm at Bere Down 

Farm.  

 

Camborne Energy Ltd 

 

Jonathon Townsend, managing director of Camborne Energy, explained that they are developing a number of sites 
across the south and are looking at a specific field on Bere Down Farm. They are in fairly advanced discussions with 

the Charborough Estate and are about to submit a planning proposal to PDC. It is government policy to promote 

renewable energy and a target of 30% of energy to be provided by renewable resources has been set. This particular 

proposal will provide 5,400 homes with power and will connect with the local power supply at Winterborne Kingston. 
PDC have said that an environmental impact assessment will not be necessary.  

 

The Charborough Estate had originally approached the company with 4 possible sites on the Estate for a solar panel 
farm and this was the only site that proved suitable. They have secured with SSE 21 MWp of capacity and the 

connection will be close to the site. There are no boundaries around the site, it is south facing, is away from population 

centres and it has no overviews or statutory land designations.  
 

They are in the early stages of the engineering system at present and have yet to decide which type of panel they will 

be using – a single panel or multi-panel system.  

 
There will be a 20 week construction period after which there is very little maintenance required. In terms of site 

management, some are managed with sheep grazing others by a cutting regime. A 5m field boundary is kept to allow 

for the public right of way to be maintained.  
 

The site will be held for 25 years – the efficiency of the panels degrades over the period and the performance falls off 

dramatically after 25 years. It will take 8 – 10 years to recoup the initial outlay.  

 
The application should be submitted in early July.  

 

Information regarding the proposal was left with members and additional copies are available upon request. Cllr 
Fairhurst thanked them for taking the time to come and speak to us and opened the formal Parish Council meeting. 

 

Cllr Fairhurst reiterated Cllr Ventham’s comments and said that the council has worked exceptionally hard over the 
last few years, always without remuneration and frequently with very little thanks from residents. 

 

13.35 To receive apologies for absence  
 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr Howard (holiday). 

 

 
 

ACTION: CLLR VENTHAM/CLERK 
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13.36 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 9
th

 May 2013  
 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Alderman 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and 
agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

13.37 Matters arising from the minutes, for report only  
 
 There were no matters arising. 

 

13.38 To receive declarations of interest & confirm any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests received  
 

 No dispensations had been received and no interests were declared. 

 

13.39 Key Topics  
 

13.39.1 Neighbourhood Plan update  

 
The Central Government funding has now been confirmed.  The Clerk is still trying to organise a date for the 

next meeting when most members of the working parties will be available. It is now looking as though this 

will be in early July. 
 

13.39.2 Dorset Waste Partnership  

 

Everyone was reminded to sign up for the Garden Waste service by the 31
st
 July should they wish to take 

advantage of the service.  

 

13.40 Finance  
 

13.40.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 
 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 DAPTC  HMRC update seminar   1501       12.50 

 PDC   Planning training 2013/14  1502       50.00 
 K Florek  Cemetery grass May 2013  1503     540.00 

 Paul Critchell  Lenghtsman May 2013   1504   1343.98 

 Bere Regis PCC Advert re Wessex Water event  1505         9.00 
 DCC   Traffic Monitoring survey  1506     330.00 

 Mrs A Crocker  June wages + expenses   1507     822.35  

 HMRC   PAYE & NIC – June 2013  1508      62.10 

DAPTC  Annual subs    1509    534.85 
 

The total amount requested from the Precept is £3,169.93. The payments were proposed by Cllr Munnings, 

seconded by Cllr Duncanson and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two councillors in the 
presence of the meeting. 

 

19:55pm Cllr Wharf joined the meeting. 
 

13.40.2  To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 
queries raised.  
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13.40.3 To review the position against budget to date  
 

A copy had been distributed to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised.  
 

13.40.4 To consider the purchase of 2 new dog bins – Elder Road & Rye Hill  

 

The Lengthsman had reported that the bin at Elder Road had been vandalised and needed replacing. He had 
also received requests for a bin at the top of Rye Hill. Cllr Wharf reported that it may be possible to advertise 

on the bins. The Clerk will check to see if this is possible first and will report back to next meeting. 

 
 

 

13.41 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Reports  
 
13.41.1 County Report – Cllr Wharf reported that he now received a fatal accidents report covering his ward.  He 

informed members that two separate fatal accidents had occurred; one on the A35 on the Bloxworth Flats and 

the other on the B3075 south of Morden Corner. The first involved a single vehicle - the driver lost control 
and was killed. No remedial action is required. The second occurred as two fire engines were responding to 

the first incident and a vehicle drove into one of them. There were three occupants in the car, the two 

passengers were taken to hospital with minor injuries but the driver was pronounced dead at the scene. No 
remedial action was required. 

 

Bere Regis Fire Station – Cllr Wharf reported that a resident of Bovington was keen to become a retained 

fireman but had been turned down. The reason given was that all firemen are required to live within 5 
minutes’ drive of the station. This is in order for the engine to reach any incident within an allotted time 

period. On testing the distance, Bovington was found to be 10 minutes away.   

 
The Town Clerk of Lychett & Upton wrote to complain about the reduction in the Lengthsman funding so late 

in the year, leaving parish councils no time to adjust their precepts. An apology was given by DCC. 

 
Cllr Wharf spoke on behalf of Bere Regis regarding the roads and rights of way requirements. County broadly 

agreed with the requirements. Despite information being given to the contrary, there is no moratorium on 

parking orders. He met with Steve Mepham from Dorset County Highways during the day and the various 

traffic and road issues have all been logged. These included the various North Street issues, parking on the 
verge by the garage and parking on the double yellows by the shop. Steve Mepham agreed to send DCC 

officers to both the garage and shop to ticket some cars. With regard to North Street, they looked at reinstating 

a road sign, establishing that 30mph goes along the length of the road, and will investigate the possibility of 
moving the gate further down the road so that traffic to the sports club goes via the roundabout. This is purely 

up for review and this will take a couple of months. We as a parish council would have to take part in a major 

consultation exercise if we want to have the gate moved. 

 
Cllr Wharf has been appointed to the Audit and Scrutiny Committee. The Committee will have an opportunity 

to review all decisions made by the Cabinet and is able to have any decision stopped within 10 days of it being 

made. The engagement of the County with members and parish councils is appalling. The Chief Exec has 
agreed to change the process and a policy development panel has been set up. The Chief Exec will now 

produce a culture change programme. 

 
13.41.2 District Report - County Cabinet took a decision on Superfast Broadband and the contract will be awarded to 

BT. The date for implementation has been put back to 2016 and there have been changes in the cost basis. The 

additional costs come to between £300,000 and 400,000 and the District Council agreed this should be borne 

by County. This has yet to be agreed by all the Districts but Purbeck met on Tuesday 11
th
 and agreed it 

unanimously. 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Neighbourhood Plans – The officers attempted to have the £5k grant to parish councils conditional on not 
getting the £7k from Central Government. It is necessary for the parish council to demonstrate that any grant 

must go against costs. And we need now to formally apply for the £5,000 from PDC. It was proposed by Cllr 

T Maunder that Bere Regis Parish Council now applies for the £5,000 grant monies. This was seconded by 
Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will draw up the appropriate letter. 

 

 

 
 

Cllr Munnings asked if there was any movement on the new school. Cllr Wharf reported that it would, 

hopefully, be going forward in July for funding. He will be seeing Jacqui Groves of DDC next Tuesday and 
her boss, Jackie Last, afterwards. He has also started lobbying councillors and spoken to the Chief Exec.  

The work underway at Gallows Hill is down to Wessex Water who are doing some work on the pipes. The 

concrete blocks are there to stop the travellers parking on the site whilst the work is being undertaken. Once 

the work is completed, the fence may remain in situ.  
 

13.42 Planning & Housing  
 
 Cllr Wharf took no part in the discussion. 

 

13.42.1 To consider the following planning applications: 
 

  6/13/0263 – Woodbury Hill – retention of 25m telecommunication tower 

 

 The PWP recommended no objection. 
 

6/13/0294 – The Old Dairy, Shitterton – first floor extn to side & ground floor extn to rear 

 
Cllr Ventham had declared an interest as the applicant is a personal friend. The PWP recommended no 

objection. 

 
6/13/0304 – Oak Cottage, Bere Wood – site timber clad building for storage of paint ball equipment 

 

The PWP recommended no objection. 

 
6/13/0316 – 17 Green Close – erect end of terrace dwelling with parking 

 

This parish council has received comments in the past regarding parking on the entrance to Green Close. This 
application would lead to additional traffic exiting on to Rye Hill and could compound the problem. Whilst 

there are no objections in planning terms, the PWP recommended a comment expressing this concern.  

 

APN/13/0169 – Bere Down Farm – erect steel portal framed construction with dual pitched roof. 
 

The PWP recommended no objection. 

 
APN/13/0170 – Haywards Farm, Roke Road – erect extn to existing farm building for storage 

 

 The PWP recommended no objection. 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Pitcher and seconded by Cllr C Maunder that the recommendations of the Planning 

Working Party are accepted. 

 
 

 

 
 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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13.43 Village Environment  
 

13.43.1 Elder Road Path Repairs – The Clerk reported that the path is still in the hands of PDC and they will be 

organising the repairs. As it is so close to the watercourse, they must first check with the Environment Agency 
that any work undertaken will not impede the flow of any natural flood waters and run-off.  

 

13.43.2 Bere Regis Sports Club – The Clerk read a letter that had been received from the Sports Club regarding the 

various requirements needed for the club to obtain the funding they were currently seeking. The Trustees of 
the land in question are willing to grant a 25 year lease, subject the satisfactory conclusions to their 

negotiations but the legal charge required by the grant body is proving to be a sticking point. As a club they 

must address the dissolution clause required. This has led to the question of what happens should the Sports 
Club find itself in a position whereby it is unable to continue managing the site. Although the club/charity 

trustees have a duty to ensure such a situation does not arise, Sport England requires greater security. With 

this in mind, the Sports Club have asked if the Parish Council would consider a role that it may play should  

such a scenario arise. After some discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would need to make sure 
that, should we agree to step in should the Club find itself in such a position, we would not be liable for any 

financial commitment outstanding. In principle, the Parish Council is very prepared to help and would like to 

invite the Sports Club to address the next meeting to allay concerns. 
 

 

13.43.3 Rights of Way – Cllr Fairhurst asked the Clerk to confirm the grant of £2,700 for the current year towards the 
maintenance of the footpaths.   

 

 

13.43.4 Souls Moor – Cllr Pitcher informed members that the fencing work will take place during the week 
commencing 17

th
 June. DWT will cut the grass along the proposed fence line during the early part of the week 

and the fencing can be done by the end of the week. The route of the fence has been changed slightly and will 

be less than was originally thought. With regards to the water supply - a letter will be sent to the Scouts asking 
for a temporary spur from the Scout Hut. The horses are back on the land again and, although they are doing a 

very good job, they now need to be removed. 

 
 

13.43.5 Banter Club – Cllr Duncanson reported that the group is going well and is proving successful with between 8 

and 13 teenagers attending each evening. 

 
13.43.6 Defects – There were no defects reported. 

 

13.44 Traffic, Public Transport & Roads  
 

13.44.1 C6 Traffic Survey – The survey had now been completed and a resume produced. The volume of traffic has 

increased but the HGV traffic has reduced very slightly. A copy of the summary had been issued to all 

members prior to the start of the meeting and will be posted on to the Parish Council web site. 
 

 

13.44.2 Community Speed Initiative – Cllr Alderman reported that he had attended the last PACT meeting on the 16
th

 
May. Recent incidents affecting Bere Regis included police speed traps on Rye Hill, a number of fly tipping 

incidents around the parish and some cars had been broken into. People are reminded not to leave valuables on 

show in their cards. Whilst at the meeting, he spoke to the officer about the 20is plenty campaign and the 
officer said if he caught anyone driving at 20mph on an open road, they would be prosecuted. Cllr Alderman 

reported that he had applied for the Community Speed Watch team to address the meeting. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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13.45 Children & Youth  
 

13.45.1 Full report on Play Park:  

 
(a) Financial Update: The Clerk gave a brief outline of income and expenditure to date and the remaining 

balance outstanding. A copy is attached to the minutes. There will be a full report once Cllr Pitcher has 

spoken to the designer, Andy Frost, and we are in a better position to know what is happening regarding 

the trampoline. In the meantime, Cllr Pitcher reported that the mini football tournament had raised £300. 
The Play Park Committee were now turning their attention towards a skate park. They have had a brief 

outline of a plan amounting to between £40-£50k. It is a local business that will be working with them and 

the quote represents a considerable discount.  A planning consultation will be organised and the group 
will be hiring the skate ramps from WDDC in early August.  

 

(b) Safety Report Update: Since the last meeting there have been various issues raised regarding some faults, 

one being the hole for the trampoline and the safety aspect. The hole has now been surrounded by safety 
fencing. Other repairs have also taken place. The park is inspected weekly by the Lengthsman and then 

every 4 weeks with Cllr Pitcher. Eventually the inspection reports will be available via the parish council 

web site. There are a few things in need of repair and the contractor will be back on Tuesday and the 
Lengthsman will be meeting him on site to highlight the concerns we have- the main one being the zip 

wire. Until the repair has been completed, the seat from the zip wire has been removed and a notice will  

be put on the equipment saying it is out of action. This has also been posted on the Facebook site and the 
Community Play Park web site. Cllr Pitcher reported that he has spoken to CARS regarding the skate park 

– Elder road being quite busy and there may be a need for some traffic calming on the road to protect 

children going from one park to the other.  It was also noted that the sign showing the play park is visible 

from Manor Park Road but there are no warning signs along Elder Road.  
 

13.46 Community Liaison  
 
13.46.1 Making Purbeck Fit for the Future  (Cllr C Maunder) – briefing on the new health arrangements. Everything 

previously stated has been put to one side and they are now carrying out a review of what is needed. It is 

important that as people are living longer, we need to be thinking about what is going to happen as we get 
older.  

 

 Cllr Maunder reported that 60 Christmas trees have been ordered.  

 

13.47 Police & Security  

 

 Covered under item 13.44. 
 

13.48 Communications  
 

It was agreed that the Clerk would write the report rather than Cllr Wharf and it would take the format of a 
précis of the minutes. 

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:10 pm 
 

 

 


