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 MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25
TH

 

JUNE 2014 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM. 

 

 

Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  S Munnings  L Fairhurst  T Bates 

  T Bennett  A Duncanson  County & District Cllr P Wharf 

   

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

In attendance: members of the public  

 

14.16 Public Participation  
 

 No members of the public present. 

 

14.17 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 Apologies had been received from Cllr House (holiday).  

 

14.18 Elections 

 

 Chairman:  Cllr Fairhurst proposed Cllr Ventham remain in the chair for the coming year. 

This was seconded by Cllr Wharf and agreed unanimously.  

 

 Vice Chairman: Cllr Wharf proposed Cllr Pitcher as Vice Chairman for the coming year. This 

was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 

 

 The Chairman then explained the workings of the Parish Council to the new councillors. The draft 

responsibilities paper will be issued to all members at the July meeting to allow everyone time to 

consider which groups they would like to attend and who would like to chair them.  

 

Allocation of the working party members will go through to the July meeting with the exception of 

the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. Cllrs Ventham, Fairhurst, Munnings and Wharf sit on this 

group and it was suggested these remain in place as they have been working on the Plan for the last 

two years. 

  

14.19 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 8
th

 May 2014  
 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Munnings 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr 

Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the 

meeting. 

 

14.20 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda  

 

Bovington vehicle movements – the camp commander committed to work with the contractors who 

move the army vehicles, although he does not have any control over them. Cllr Munnings will report 

this back to the School Governors.  

 

Cemetery shelter – Cllr Munnings will value the shelter and report back. 
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Cemetery railings – the contractor will start work on the central railings on Monday and the Clerk 

will speak to him and see if he will do the gateway for the same cost as the original contractor. 

 

 

 

14.21 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

requests for dispensations 

 

 A standing declaration is held for both Cllrs Griffin and Bennett in respect of any item relating to 

Dorset County Council as both are employees. 

 

14.22 To receive the County and District Councillor’s Reports  

 

14.22.1 District Councillor’s Report  

 

Shooting School – the application was withdrawn as the School has been repeatedly asked to carry 

out a number of surveys but they have failed to do so. An enforcement notice has been issued and 

this will be heard on August 28
th

.  

 

The new District Council is partially hung in that there are 12 Conservatives, 11 Lib Dems, and 1 

independent. Cllr Wharf now sits on the Economy and Infra-structure Committee as well as being 

Chair of the Planning Board. 

 

Navitus Bay – PDC Planning Board reviewed this and agreed they would register as an interested 

party.  AONB have just come out against the scheme this week, as have UNESCO.  

 

14.22.2 County Councillor’s Report  

 

Ask Dorset – 6,000 responses have already been received and some useful information is starting to 

come out of the scheme.  

 

Road Traffic Collision Data – Information now available from Cllr Wharf 

 

Corporate Plan – DCC plan this year is for 1 year only whilst the Ask Dorset scheme is underway.  

 

PoPP presentation – Met the Police Commissioner’s PA whilst there. She said that the PCC will 

attend any meeting as long as we can guarantee at least 20 people in attendance. Perhaps it would be 

appropriate for the Parish Forum. 

 

Colonel John Ogden – A major problem has arisen with someone pointing out that tanks should only 

go at 20mph on public highways. He has asked if the Parish Council would write to the army saying 

that such a restriction is dangerous as it will lead to traffic jams, additional noise, and, possibly, 

reckless driving from motorists trying to overtake. This is currently a statutory instrument and will 

need to be changed by a Central Government ruling. If the parishes do write in, they will be able get 

the law changed. A note will be put in the Parish Magazine asking if anyone has been stuck in traffic 

as a result of a tank travelling at 20mph.  

 

The tank centenary is 2016 but in 2015 they will be commemorating Gallipoli and, in 2016, the battle 

of the Somme.  

 

Community benefit funds – hold on file. Review in the light of the proposed solar farm on George 

Ireland’s land.  

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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14.23 To consider the co-option of 2 parish councillors  
 

4 residents of the parish had submitted their names. The Chairman invited each candidate – Simon 

Griffin, Bryan Benjafield, Vikki Mayo, and Lynn Fancy - to say a few words about themselves. The 

candidates were then asked to leave the room whilst the council went into closed session.  A secret 

ballot took place and Simon Griffin and Bryan Benjafield were duly elected to the Parish Council. 

The Chairman thanked both Vikki and Lynn for putting their names forward and asked if they would 

be happy to become involved in the various sub committees of the Parish Council. Both said they 

would be happy to do so. 

 

14.24 To consider the adoption of the draft model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

 

Copies of both documents had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Members 

reviewed each document and some amendments were made. It was proposed by Cllr Fairhurst that 

the amended documents are adopted by the Parish Council. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and 

agreed unanimously. The amendments will be made and revised documents issued to all members of 

the Parish Council.  

 

14.25 To review the Risk Assessment 

 

A copy of the Risk Assessment had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. This 

was reviewed and some amendments made. The revised assessment will be reissued and passed to 

members ready for review at the July meeting.  

 

14.26 To confirm the Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 

31
st
 March 2014  

 

14.26.1 Accounting Statement for the year ended 31
st
 March 2014  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fairhurst proposed that 

the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Wharf and agreed unanimously. The Statement 

was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk in the presence of the meeting. 

 

14.26.2 Annual Governance Statement 2013/14  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fairhurst proposed that 

the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. The 

Governance Statement was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk in the presence of the meeting. 

 

14.27 Key Topics  
 

14.27.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 

 The NP working party now includes representatives from PDC. The draft plan had been put into PDC 

in November and in April they came back saying it was in contravention of the Local Plan. We now 

have a project team meeting every two weeks or so and the various issues are being resolved. It is of 

some concern that we had understood, should we get the Neighbourhood Plan in place and agreed, it 

would mean that there would be no further housing in the village over the life of the plan, until 2027. 

At the last meeting with PDC we were advised that, should the Local Plan have to be revised and 

additional housing must be put into Bere Regis, then this would over-rule the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Advice has been sought from the DLG and the response is that the Plan must comply with the last 

Local Plan. This means, if the Local Plan has not been signed off then we are subject to the last Plan 

– which could be the one currently being reviewed. Common sense says that, if there is a revision it 

is likely to be fairly modest numbers and we can account for it by submitting “white land”. The 

assurance we need is that, should we continue with the NP, are we then guaranteed the number of 
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houses set within the Partial Review. In the face of this knowledge, the Chairman asked if members 

felt we should continue with the Plan. Cllr Fairhurst proposed that, as so much work had already 

gone into this, we should progress. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and unanimously agreed. 

 

 Cllr Ventham then went on to explain that, originally, we were going to write in 50 houses but it was 

felt that this would be too few to enable the number of affordable housing required. At the time, it 

was felt that we could accept 80. The last proposal before we found out the new information was to 

go for 70 houses with a further 10 windfall, which will include the partial review. We now think we 

go back to the original 50 and put in the white land to allow for the possible increase from the PLP 

review. Cllr Wharf suggested not doing white land as the partial review will almost certainly say the 

PDC will need to find more land and if we have offered white land, they will go for it. Cllr Ventham 

explained the last suggestion from the committee with 48 houses on the old allotment site, 10 on 

North Street and 2 separate sites at White Lovington – 6 on each. We will continue to go for 70 plus 

windfall.  

 

 As this is quite considerably removed from the original proposal put before the village, we need to go 

out for consultation again. The partial review should not add to this as we have gone over what was 

originally stated. Cllr Munnings suggested 70 in the settlement extension, plus windfall – this 

includes 20 above PLP1.  

  

14.27.2 Open Spaces Update 

 

 Cllr Pitcher reported that the proposed consultation is currently on hold. In the meantime, Souls 

Moor has now been cut and a contract will be drawn up. Cllr Pitcher and the Clerk will liaise on this. 

 

 

14.27.3 New School Update 

 

 Souls Moor is designated common land which means certain regulations are attached to it. It is not 

known who has common rights over the moor but it means, in building the access road to the school, 

about an acre of common land will be lost. In order for the planning inspector to assess the 

application, this common land must be replaced. It had been hoped to use the land at Bitchams Mead 

but this is in the flood plan and so will not be acceptable. The planning officer has suggested the land 

where the kick wall is currently located which means we would lose the proposed site for the skate 

park. One alternative would be to ask Brian May to see if he would be prepared to designate an acre 

of his land as common. What we want to try to avoid is delaying the building of the new school.  

 

 By way of an alternative location for the skate park, one possibility is the field known locally as 

Miller’s Field, which the Sports Club had hoped to gain but the negotiation with the Drax Estate has 

fallen down. Cllr Pitcher has looked into the common land issue and he understands it to mean that 

Souls Moor should not have been fenced. He felt that it would be possible for a skate park to be put 

on common land but it would mean applying for permission. Similarly, the positioning of a memorial 

garden on common land may be an issue. Cllr Fairhurst said Natural England is keen to set up 

Common Councils and this is something that could be looked into. The Parish Council is currently 

seeking legal advice and Cllr Ventham proposed that we go ahead and ask DCC to use the kick wall 

area as common land. The consultation on the open spaces will have to be delayed for the time being. 

The school has to take priority. At the same time, we will pursue Brian May. Cllr Munnings reported 

that he had raised this when the parish council was purchasing Souls Moor and did ask what the 

implications would be. However, this was never pursued by DCC solicitors. Cllr Wharf will be 

seeing the Progress Manager for the school tomorrow and will ask him if he has any further 

information. 

 

 Consultation – Cllr Benjafield reported that the only issue raised was the lack of road access to the 

new school and where everyone would park. It may result in congestion in Elder Road but this can be 

looked at at a later date.  Cllr Wharf suggested putting in a request for a layby to Highways, together 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER/CLERK 
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with a location map and request consideration be given for the introduction of a layby as per the plan 

to facilitate the picking up and dropping off of children to the school. The layby will go along the 

length of the cress beds. The Clerk will raise the letter and send a copy letter to Cllr Wharf. 

 

 

14.27.3 Parish Council responsibilities structure  

 

 This will be discussed at the July meeting. 

 

14.28 Finance  
 

14.28.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

   

 L Alderman  NeighbourCar Driver mileage   1598      37.40 

 DAPTC  Annual subscription    1599    549.86 

  Accounts & Audit Internal audit y/e31.03.14   1600    334.80 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar Mileage 17/3-15/5/14  1602    101.70 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar Mileage 17/4-3/5/14  1603      78.30 

 B House  NeighbourCar expenses incurred  1604    250.87 

 DAPTC  Cemetery Management Seminar  1605      40.00 

 Eco Sustainable Woodchip for play area   1606  1389.36 

 Play Area Insp  Annual RoSPA inspection   1607      71.94 

 A King   Lengthsman – June 2014   1608  1185.51 

 I Ventham  NeighbourCar Mileage   1609      71.55 

 K Florek  Cemetery grass cutting – May 2014  1610    550.00 

 AM Edwards  Path clearing 9-11
th

 June    1611    300.00 

 DCC   Traffic monitoring survey   1612    393.00 

 Mrs A Crocker June wages + expenses   1613    871.13 

 BR Gardening Club Replacement cheque for 1586   1614    200.00 

 HMRC   June PAYE & NIC    1615    114.58 

    

 The total amount requested from the Precept is £6,540.00. The payments were proposed by Cllr 

Wharf, seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two 

councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

14.28.3 To confirm the reconciliation of accounts  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

14.28.4 To review the position against budget to date  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

 

14.28.5 To consider the purchase of display boards for use by other village groups  

 

 This had been brought up in the context of the WWI commemorations. There is a need within the 

village for such boards and, at the moment, as soon as any group needs any they have to look around 

and see if they can borrow them. The Clerk will liaise with Tony Bates and bring costings in to the 

July meeting. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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14.28.6To consider the Distgen donation  

 

 Distgen, the operators of the Rogers Hill wind turbine, had informed the Clerk that they have made 

another donation to the Parish Council.  Although this cannot be confirmed as the latest statements 

are not available, it is understood that the amount stands at £6,964.08. They have expressed a wish 

for the monies to go towards the NeighbourCar Scheme and their logo now appears on the collection 

envelopes. Cllr Wharf suggested that some of it could be used towards the Lengthsman. Notice 

boards were also suggested. Cllr Ventham suggested that the monies might be allocated between 4 

different schemes – NeighbourCar Scheme, Lunch Club, towards the Lengthsman scheme and public 

notice boards and signage. The Clerk will pass this on and also report that the Parish Council is 

happy for them to attend the functions and do some filming. 

 

14.29 Planning & Housing 
 

 Cllr Wharf withdrew from the meeting.  

 

14.29.1 Planning Applications:  

 

 6/2014/0253 – The Old Dairy, Shitterton – ground floor extension to rear & side 

 

The PWP felt that there were no grounds for objections although we find that this application is less 

acceptable than the original one submitted. The original plan was infinitely better. 

  

14.29.2 Tree work applications  

 

 TWA/2014/0107 – The Old Post Office, North Street – fell 3 x silver birch. This application had only 

just been received and will be discussed at the July meeting. 

 

 Cllr Pitcher declared an interest as he may be carrying out the work. 

  

 The PWP recommended no objections.  

 

 It was proposed by Cllr Munnings that the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. This was 

seconded by Cllr Duncanson and agreed unanimously.  

 

14.30 Village Environment  
 

14.30.1 Defects -  remove tree on Shitterton path 

    - slide in play park 

    - bushes along boardwalk in general 

 

 It was noted that the board walk is not a bridleway and horses should not be using it. The only way to 

prevent this was to speak to the horse riders at the time. 

       

14.31 Police, Traffic, Public Transport and Roads  
 

14.31.1 To consider the results of the traffic surveys and to confirm their renewal in 2015 

 

 The Clerk reported that the surveys had been carried out in both North Street and on Rye Hill during 

the week of 12
th

 May to 18
th

 May.  The North Street survey showed 1104 vehicles had used the road 

during the week and none travelled in excess of 30mph. 

 

 The Rye Hill survey showed a total of 48,320 vehicles which averaged out to 6,903 per day. 630 

were travelling in excess of 35mph which equates to 9.1% of vehicles. 2034 were travelling between 

30 and 35 mph. It should be noted that the 20mph flip flop signs were running during this period and, 

ACTION: CLERK 
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by checking on a day to day basis, the average speed does drop but, on most days, only to the low 

30s. 

 

 The Clerk will send a reminder to Andrew Brown, DCC regarding the LCD lights around the 

beacons on the zebra crossing. 

 

14.31.2 NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

 Still needs more drivers, please encourage friends and family to put their names forward. The Clerk 

reported that a committee consisting of 6 members is now in place and relevant paperwork and 

accounts is in place. Cllr Ventham felt that there should be some clear guidelines in order to protect 

the current organisers and the Clerk reminded members that such guidelines do exist and have been 

provided and ratified by PoPP.   

 

14.32 Children & Youth  
 

14.32.1 Banter Group update  

 

 The committee has decided to extend the age group to include 12 to 13 year olds. 25
th

 July open 

evening for a BBQ – everyone is invited. 26
th

 September – AGM, held prior to the normal open 

evening on the Friday. Bit of a falling off recently – partly due to the weather but also possibly the 

location. DYA ran a talent competition and 3 of the Banter members came in the top 5. 

    

14.33 Community Liaison  
 

14.33.1 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club  

 

 In Cllr House’s absence, the Clerk reported that preparations continue to move forward with the first 

lunch being held on the 17
th

 July. There are now 15 volunteers in place and a committee of 6 to 

oversee the Club. The Club is being supported by PoPP who will also be contributing towards 

various costs. The Environmental Health Officers have been informed and the Lunch Club registered 

with PDC. A volunteers evening will take place on the 1
st
 July so volunteers can meet each other 

informally and discuss their various thoughts on the Club and how they see the event progressing. 

Menus have been drawn up for the next six months and all volunteers will be required to undertake 

DBS checks and attend a Basic Hygiene Course. 

 

14.33.2 Village Business promotion plan  

 

 Nothing to report. 

 

14.33.3WWI Commemorations  

 

 An update has been included in the Parish Magazine. The next event will be the commemorative 

service on Sunday 3
rd

 August. Thereafter, there will be lectures every 6 months. Representatives 

from Cerences will be joining us for our Remembrance Sunday.  

 

 It was noted that the next Twinning Weekend will be the 19/20
th

 September. 

 

14.34 Correspondence Received and meetings attended  
 

 A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to all members. There 

were no comments made. 
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14.35 Communications  
 

 Items to be included in the Parish Magazine:  

 

- Traffic Survey 

- Co-option of new councillors 

- Neighbourhood Plan 

- Parish Council responsibilities 

- Disgen donation 

- Lunch Club and NeighbourCar scheme 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:54 pm 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………..  Dated: ………………………………….. 

 


