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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9

TH
 JUNE 2016 AT 

THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

Present: Cllr L Fairhurst, R Pitcher, D Bishop, T Bennett, B Benjafield, S Munnings, B House, T Bates 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:  3 members of the public. 

  

16.19 Public Participation  
 

Trisha Burton – Builders parking in Egdon Close. 3 or 4 vehicles are parking in Egdon Close preventing 

residents from parking there. The Clerk will contact the site manager and ask him to get site staff to park on 

the site. 

 

Chris Maunder – Concerned about the leaflet received from Purbeck District Council as it does not mention 

any building in Bere Regis. Cllr Ventham responded saying that Bere Regis is not mentioned as there is no 

requirement, at this time, for any additional building to take place other than the 120 already agreed upon, 

many of which have already been built. It has been pointed out to PDC that the leaflet has caused confusion 

and we will be putting out information relating to this document explaining this in the next few days.  

  

16.20 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs P Wharf (holiday), L Fancy (absent). 

 

19:12 Cllr Benjafield arrived. 

 
16.21 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12

th
 May 2016  

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

One error was noted – item 16.09.1 should read “….. if our choice was for 150 new home or zero, would we 

go for zero?’ With this amendment, Cllr Fairhurst proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate 

representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed 

the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

 

16.22 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

Cllr House reported that Denis Thorne and Martin Farnham from DCC attended the Surgery today and said the 

disabled spaces requested would have to be sited at the top of the road, away from the bus stop. Should they be 

positioned in front of the surgery as had been requested, it was likely that they would be used by non-disabled 

and would be obstructed by the bus. 

 

Wool Bus Service to Dorchester Market – The Clerk has spoken to the organisers of the service. They are due 

to meet on Tuesday 14
th 

June and an item requesting Bere Regis to be added to the Wednesday morning 

Market Bus service will be included on the agenda. The Clerk will contact them again later next week to 

determine the outcome.    

 

Repairs to pot holes – The Clerk has contacted Highways who have said that, with the current legislation, they 

are the only ones permitted to carry out any repairs. Any potholes should be reported via the Dorset4You 

website and they will be added to the list of repairs to be carried out. 

 

The Three Year Long Term Agreement for the insurance has been submitted and the first year’s premium paid. 

 

Souls Moor Footpath Project update - The application has gone to the Tesco Bags of Hope application 

committee and we await the outcome - which will be in August. It was suggested that an application is also  
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submitted to the Talbot Trust and the Open Spaces Group look at submitting another application to Viridor 

with a different emphasis. 

 

16.23 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

No interests were declared and dispensations had been requested. 

 

16.24 To receive the County and District Councillor’s Reports  
 

 Cllr Wharf was not in attendance and no report has been submitted. 

 

16.25 Key Topics 

 

16.25.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update – The Steering Group met with Sue Bellamy and Anna Lee of PDC on 

Wednesday 8
th

 June. At the meeting, an e-mail from Jason Bowerman of the Drax Estate was discussed. It 

would appear that an agreement is close to being achieved regarding the size of the SANG required by Natural 

England. The next step would be a meeting between Jason Bowerman and the Steering Group. Sue Bellamy 

has been tasked with organising a date for the meeting. 

 

  The old school site – part of the site lies within the settlement boundary and any new houses built on this 

would be deemed as windfall. Houses built on the area of the site that lies outside of the settlement boundary 

could be included in the Neighbourhood Plan. It is estimated that 18 to 20 houses in total could be built on the 

whole site. 

 

16.25.2 Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole Minerals & Waste Consultation – to consider a response to the current 

consultation  

 

 A copy of the consultation documents had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

  

 Cllr Ventham asked, in general, do we wish to object and, if so, what would be the issues we could object on? 

Cllr Munnings – on the last occasion, many of the neighbours attended and expressed concern regarding the 

nature conservation and the road access. Cllr Bennett asked if we could see a map of the area, particularly the 

route the proposed road through the forest is going to take.  

 

 Cllr Ventham proposed that Cllr Fairhurst and Bennett draft a response following some consultation with those 

most affected and a draft is issued to all members for comment. Cllrs Bates and Pitcher will also attend the 

meeting and an item will be included in the parish magazine. Any response must be submitted by the 21
st
 July 

2016. 

 

16.25.3 Purbeck consultation on future housing development – to consider a response to the current consultation 

 

 A copy of the consultation documents had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

  

 There is no direct impact on Bere Regis at this time but, should the Worgret and Wool developments go ahead, 

there will be a traffic impact on the parish. Cllr Bishop – when Winfrith was operating at full strength, the 

number of workers’ cars would easily equate to vehicles produced by a 1,000 new homes. We now have five 

years’ worth of the Rye Hill traffic survey so we will be able to prove an increase in traffic over that time. 

 

 The Clerk will draft a response and circulate. The lack of infrastructure in Purbeck is concerning. 

 

 

16.25.4 To consider a response to the Dorset Transport Network consultation  

 

 A copy of the consultation documents had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

 We still have parishioners who rely on the buses to get to and from work. Should we have some kind of mini 

bus system of our own? The volunteer drivers’ schemes do help but we have trouble getting volunteer drivers.  
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The response should be along the lines of: ‘We regret the further reduction in rural bus services, leading to 

further rural isolation. We would welcome further discussion regarding community based services.’  

 

Cllr Fairhurst suggested waiting until Cllr Wharf is back before finalising our response. Cllr Pitcher – we need 

to find out how many people use the bus service regularly and we need to seriously consider a community bus 

for the village. Cllr Bishop suggested that such a service could be shared between surrounding villages.  

 

 Cllr Ventham suggested a meeting with Winterborne Kingston, Bloxworth, Morden, Affpuddle and 

Briantspuddle and try to formulate an area response and get a better idea the numbers that will be affected by 

the loss of the service. We may then be able to carry out a more detailed survey with a possible view to getting 

some funding towards acquiring a bus and a driver. However, this does not solve the problem of getting people 

to work in the immediate future.  Cllr Bates suggested looking at a service that links Bere Regis to Wool 

railway station.  Cllrs Bishop and House and the Clerk will meet in the first instance. 

  

  

Cllr Benjafield reminded members that we went through this in 2014 when the bus to Poole was lost. What has 

happened to those who used the bus to Poole?  

 

16.25.5 To consider the Resident Road Access information for the Ironman Weymouth 2016 event to be held on the 

11
th
 September 2016  

 

 A copy of the route information had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

 Some information will be included on the Facebook page nearer the time. 

 

16.25.6 An update on the Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday Street Party  

 

The marquees will be put up in the grounds of the Vicarage on Friday. A letter has gone out to all the 

households in West Street asking them to remove their cars by mid-day. Richard Teather will be on site at 

1pm should any of the Cyril Wood Court residents express any concerns. Marshalls will be positioned at the 

North Road end of West Street. There will be burgers and hot dogs available, a cake stall, strawberries and 

cream, face painting, balloons and both of the pubs will be open. Cllr Bates suggested additional tables may 

be available from the church. Tables, etc. will be set up from 3pm. The advert will be run again on Facebook 

and we will stress that people can start setting up from 3pm onwards, with music starting at 4pm but if anyone 

has their own table and chairs, they should bring them. People should also be asked to take their litter home. 

 

16.26 Finance           

 

16.26.1 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 S House  NeighbourCar Feb & April 2016  1839      41.40 

B House  NeighbourCar & Lunch Club to May 2016 1840    477.66 

Viridor Waste Man. Third party contribution re oven   1841    211.89 

 

Total cheques          730.95 

 

Cheap Printing  Posters/banners – Q90/WWI   BACS78     89.40 

Came & Co  Insurance to 31.05.17    BACS79   775.32 

Mrs A Crocker  Lunch club May    BACS80   167.95 

 Bere Regis PCC Adverts – Street Party/WWI talk  BACS81     35.00 

 I Ventham  Lunch club May    BACS82     64.44 

 Cheap Printing  2 x A1 correx signs    BACS83     40.00 

 Cheap Printing  8 Wildlife posters laminated   BACS84       8.00 

 G Roskelly  NeighbourCar May 2016   BACS85     33.30 

 D Fairhurst  NeighbourCar May 2016   BACS86     62.55 

 Cheap Printing  Maps & forms re Frome Lane   BACS87       8.00 
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    Total BACS payments already submitted    1283.96 

 

 Mrs A Crocker  June wages + expenses    BACS88   758.38 

 DC Pension Fund June contribution    BACS89   180.40 

HMRC   June PAYE & NIC    BACS90     88.83 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar May 2016   BACS91   100.80 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar May 2016   BACS92   155.30  

 A King   Lengthsman – May 2016   BACS93 1082.00 

  

    Total BACS payment presented but not paid    3103.71 

 

The total amount being taken from the Precept this month is £5,118.62, of which £4,387.67 is made by BACS 

transfer and £730.95 by cheque.  

 

 Cllr Munnings proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. 

 

16.26.2To confirm the reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.26.3 To review the position against budget  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.26.4 To consider a grant of £250 for Autumn Leaves to cover the cost of the rental of the Scout Hut for a year  

 

It had been suggested at a previous meeting that we offer to make a grant of £250 to the Autumn Leaves to 

cover the cost of renting the Scout Hut for a year as the group is planning to move from the Drax Hall. The 

application form has now been received. Cllr Munnings proposed we make the grant payment. This was 

seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously. A cheque will be raised for the July meeting.  

 

16.26.5 To review and update the Risk Assessment  

 

 A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

Amendments were suggested regarding the inclusion of Souls Moor under Assets, highlighting such risks as 

tripping, flooding, grazing animals.  The report will be amended and re-issued at the July meeting. 

 

16.27 To consider planning applications           
 

16.27.1 To consider planning applications 

 

6/2016/0262  17 Green Close – sever land & erect detached 3 bedroom house with parking 

 

This proposal had been reviewed previously and, as the PWP had recommended no objection at that time, they 

would recommend the same response on this occasion. 

 

6/2016/0309 52 Elder Road – erect 2 storey side extension 

 

The PWP felt that the proposed extension is superior to the existing lean-to and proposed no objection. 

 

6/2016/0291 Robinswood Farm – erect extension to office area for fencing business 

 

The PWP recommended no objections. 
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Cllr Bishop proposed the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

16.28 Village and Environment  

 

16.28.1 Update on notice boards and signage  

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that Eddie Butterfield has now welded the boards. Members were shown a full size copy 

of the notices proposed to go on the boards. Cllr Benjafield highlighted the fact that the parish map was very 

low resolution and it is not possible to read the information on it. Cllr Bates will ask his brother to improve 

this. There is one amendment – number 17 should read Scout Hut. Once finalised, one board will be sited in 

the car park by Turberville Court, one in the layby opposite the church and one in Hyde on the Golf and 

Country Club site. The village notice boards will take precedence and the Clerk will speak to the Golf Club as 

to where they would like to locate the third board.  

 

Cllr Ventham will speak to Bill Steggles regarding the community notice board for the Vicarage garden. 

 

 

16.28.2 To consider including any open spaces in the Centenary Fields Programme  

 

The Clerk explained the concept behind the project but suggested caution as, once a site was given this 

designation, it could not be reversed. Cllr Bennett felt that possibly the nature reserve could be considered. 

Cllr Pitcher and the Open Spaces group will consider the options and bring it back to the next meeting. 

 

16.28.3To review the Open Spaces Management Plan  

 

This will be held over until the July meeting and will be Bere Regis Nature Reserve only. Cllr Bates will 

ensure copies are submitted to all members prior to the meeting.  

 

16.28.4 To consider and confirm the Grazing Licence for Souls Moor Nature Reserve  

 

A copy of the proposed licence had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

Cllr Bates has been in touch with the grazier and will be meeting him and the Clerk on the 1th June. The Clerk 

will pass the agreement by the solicitor to check it is legal. The charge for the grazing will be £1 per annum.  

 

 

Walk leaflets will be available from next week. These will be put in the pubs, church, caravan site, Post Office 

and farm shop. At the moment, only 1,000 have been printed but more can be made available at a later date. 

 

16.28.5 To consider the installation of an electrical supply on Souls Moor  

 

The Clerk had contacted SSE and submitted a request for a quotation for the installation of a supply. Were we 

to have a supply on the boundary of the nature reserve, the cost would be £6,329.92. This is because the 

supply would have to come from the pole positioned near the Southbrook entrance and cabling run to the site 

via a trench. The quote is based on the Parish Council carrying out the excavation and backfilling of the cable 

trenches. Should we have the supply at the Southbrook end, the cost would be reduced to about £470 + VAT. 

It would not be metered and we would have to build a housing should we wish the supply to be secured.  

 

The Clerk will check to see if a meter can be fitted to the supply, together with the cost of doing as and report 

back to the July meeting. 

 

16.28.6 To consider the safety of the stand of poplars behind Shitterton Close  

 

Some of the trees were marked some time ago but nothing has happened. It is understood that the trees are the 

responsibility of Synergy Housing and it was proposed that Guy Stovold is contacted and asked to arrange to 

have them surveyed. 
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Cllr Benjafield reported that Mr Stovold had contacted him regarding the lining of one of the car parks, 

together with the inclusion of a disabled bay. He had questioned why the bay had been put in and it does not 

comply with any of the disabled parking regulations. Mr Stovold reported that the disabled markings will be 

removed and no yellow bays will be included in any of the other car parks. Aster will white line the sections 

of the play park car park they own. A letter will now been sent to Mr Stovold requesting a follow up on the 

items raised in May and, at the same time, ask if Aster are responsible for the stand of poplars at the end of 

Shitterton Close. 

 

16.28.7 Rights of Way  

 

Cllr Fairhurst reported that evidence forms in respect of Fromes Lane were being returned and the Clerk now 

had thirteen completed forms returned but we need at least twenty before submitted a request. All members 

were asked to take ten forms and try to get them completed be residents.   

 

16.28.8 Defects  

- The Oxfam bin has been removed from the recycling area but there is one available at the 

Fire Station 

- Court Farm – the styles – did they get permission to put the styles up as they restrict the 

rights of way access. Once the status is determined, we could then ask if it would be 

possible to put in some kissing gates and the styles are too high and many residents are 

having trouble negotiating them. 

- The representative from Wessex Water will be asked to address a future meeting. 

 

16.29 Police, Traffic and Roads          
 

 A request will be sent for the PCSO to attend next month.    

 

16.30 Community Liaison  

 

16.30.1  NeighbourCar Scheme        

 

Still in need of volunteers. 

 

16.30.2  Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 

 

Very well supported. Client numbers continue to grow and new volunteers would be very welcome. 

 

16.30.3  Update on Sports & Community facility and request to spend £400 on survey postage 

 

Mike Gee, the Chair of the working party, was invited to address the meeting. The Group has now been in 

operation for three months. The terms of reference were to look at the feasibility for a new sports and indoor 

facility for the village and how the existing facilities supplied the need of the parish. The working party 

consists of representatives from many of the parish groups – the school, sports club, Drax Hall, Parish Council 

and church. Most of the time to date has been taken up with carrying out surveys of the existing groups and 

facilities. The key finding is that there is a general satisfaction with most of the venues within the parish, with 

the exception of the Drax Hall which has various issues including restricted kitchen facilities, lack of parking, 

etc. The Group has also started visiting other venues to borrow from their experiences.  The greatest challenge 

is to try to anticipate the needs and requirements of the parish which are not yet evident. Regarding 

timescales, the reality is that the end of August is too tight a timescale and the end of October would be more 

realistic. 

 

Some support has been secured via the DCA Save Our Villages fund in relation to the design and analysis of 

the survey and printing costs. The most realistic way of getting a survey to every household would be via the 

post. Based on a second class delivery to about 800 houses, this would equate to £450 houses. Mr Gee asked 

the Parish Council if they would fund this cost.  

 

Cllr Ventham noted that, if the Drax Estate is serious, the area to the North of North Street may become 

available as a site for a village hall. Mr Gee responded saying that this may be one of the areas considered by 

the group. 
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The questionnaire will be brief and will be focused on the need for facilities and the satisfaction achieved 

from the existing facilities rather than focusing on potential sites for a new facility at this stage. The Group 

will then carry out a desk top assessment of sites which will then be submitted to the Parish Council.  

 

Cllr Pitcher reminded members that, in the past, an on-line survey has also been carried out and this had 

proved a useful tool for reaching those who would not generally completed a paper survey. This has not been 

touched upon yet but will be worth considering.  

 

Cllr Fairhurst offered to frank the post, giving a saving of about a third over the cost of stamps and labels can 

be obtained from PDC. It would then be necessary to ensure the envelopes were suitably printed to encourage 

residents to open them. With these provisos, a request was made for up to £440. Cllr Munnings proposed that 

we set aside the budget for the postage. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously. 

 

16.31 Children & Youth          
 

Nothing to report. 

 

16.32 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

No additional correspondence had been received. 

 

16.33 Public Relations          
- Sports and Community facility 

- Minerals and Waste consultation 

- Statement regarding housing; as per PDC  

- Transport consultation – include the link for responses 

- Follow up from Q90b 

- Grazing on Souls Moor 

- Final reminder for Xmas trees 

 

16.34 Items for the July 2016  
 

Councillors are reminded to forward any agenda items to the Clerk by the 30
th

 June 2016 for inclusion in the 

June agenda. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 


