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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10

th
 MARCH 2016 AT 

THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

Present: Cllr L Fairhurst, B House, R Pitcher, D Bishop, P Wharf, B Benjafield, T Bennett 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also Present: 1 member of the public 

 

15.161 Public Participation  
 

Andrew Watkins – Informed the meeting that he has put his name forward to assist in the Clean for the Queen 

initiative and will be covering Shitterton. 

 

15.162 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 Apologies had been received from Cllrs L Fancy (ill), S Munnings (ill), T Bates (holiday). 

 
15.163To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11

th
 February 2016  

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fairhurst proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed 

unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

 

15.164 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

Monterey Cypress – Aster are not prepared to cut down a perfectly healthy tree. Cllr Ventham felt that this 

response was unacceptable as the issue was to do with the obstruction of the view of residents of Turberville 

Court and wished the matter to be pursued. The Clerk will send a summary of the events to Cllr Wharf who 

will add this to his comments and bring them up in his meeting with Aster. 

 

 

Enforcement of the yellow lines – Cllr Wharf reported that the inspectors have been out three times but there 

was no illegal parking at the time. 

 

Volunteer Awards – Bob Holman was the worthy recipient of the award, following a joint presentation 

attended by Bere Regis Parish Council and Affpuddle Parish Council.  

 

Sports and Community Facility – The first meeting was held on the 9
th

 March, under the chairmanship of Mike 

Gee. The school has nominated Cllr Bishop as its representative. However, there are already two 

representatives from the Parish Council on the committee. As a parish council, we have no issue with Cllr 

Bishop taking on the role and it is up to the School Governors to decide who they wish to put forward. It will 

be made clear that Cllr Bishop will be acting on behalf of the School, should he attend the meetings, and not as 

a parish councillor. 

 

Froom’s Lane – Cllr Fairhurst has drawn up a map and description and the Clerk has forwarded this to the 

Rights of Way officer for confirmation before the evidence forms are sent out. In the meantime, Mike Gee has 

offered to visit the Dorset History Centre and research the history of the road. 

 

Elder Road pinch point – Cllrs Ventham and Wharf met with the Highways officer who has subsequently 

confirmed that the pinch point was included in the original planning application and will be put in. It is 

unlikely that there will be any other improvements to ease potential traffic issues at the Elder Road dropping 

off point. There may well be disruption when the school opens, but it was suggested that this should settle 

down and we should, therefore, wait to see what happens. Cllr Wharf felt that Elder Road is considerably safer 

than Rye Hill regardless of what happens. Cllr Benjafield pointed out that the general view is that the Elder 

Road issue is being lumped in with the Manor Farm Road parking problems. There will be fewer people  
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driving their children to school so the problem may be less serious than we think. Cllr Wharf read an e-mail 

received from Helen Jackson confirming the inclusion of the pinch point within the planning application.  

 

15.165 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

Cllr Ventham declared an interest in the tree works application as he is a good friend of the applicant. No other 

interests were declared and no dispensations had been received. 

 

15.166 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Report 

 

15.166.1District – Cllr Bishop attended the Planning Committee and spoke on the Shooting School application. The 

application was accepted subject to a certain conditions. The sound level has been set at 55db as a mean 

reading. It is understood that several residents will be lodging a formal complaint.  

 

15.166.2 County – Cllr Wharf has received a complaint about the school contractor’s lorries speeding on Southbrook 

and also that the lorries are interfering with television reception in a nearby house. Cllr Wharf has spoken to 

Colin Eversden who is trying to resolve the issues.  

 

 Affpuddle and Briantspuddle – There is going to be a Dorchester Marathon on May 28
th

 2017. It will be run 

through Affpuddle/Briantspuddle and down through Moreton and along to Tincleton. It will consist of a 

marathon and a half marathon. The marathon will disrupt many local village routes but there will be a rolling 

road closure. Although disruptive, the event will result in considerable income for the local economy. 

 

 A special county meeting was held to look at the various options for the future governing of Dorset. A series of 

alternatives were put before the committee but the two most favoured options were: 

 

- Bournemouth and Poole to be linked under one authority/ the rest of Dorset, to be known 

as the Shires, to be covered by a separate authority 

- Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole/the Shires 

 

The first option gained 53% support of councillors and the second, 41%. All of the other options put forward 

were strongly opposed. Ultimately, this will have an effect on the work of the parish councils and may result in 

the loss of the district councils. There is a great deal more work that needs to be done on deciding how this is 

all moved forward. 

 

15.167 Key Topics 

 

15.167.1Neighbourhood Plan Update  

 

Nothing has been received from the Drax Estate. Cllr Ventham and the Clerk will meet and draft a letter to 

Peter Dove. 

 

15.167.2 Village Tidy – 17
th

 April - update  

 

The garage supervisor has agreed to organise a litter pick around that area. In the absence of Cllr Fancy we 

need another councillor to take on the organisation of this event. As no-one was willing to do so, the Clerk 

will take on this role with Cllr Pitcher taking over control on the day. Cllr Benjafield will take on the PR for 

the event.  

 

The Clerk will put in a request to DWP to clear Poole Hill and Chamberlains and the slip roads. 

 

15.167.3 Beacon Lighting – 21
st
 April – update 

  

The Clerk has contacted the Lord Lieutenants office and we wait to see which Deputy would be available.  

 

Cllr Benjafield will keep the promotion for both events going on a regular basis.  
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Cllr Pitcher – The Scouts will be involved but we will need parish councillors on the night to help with 

marshalling. Andrew Watkins offered to help on the night and in the afternoon getting the beacon ready. 

 

15.167.4 Queen’s Birthday Celebrations – 11
th
 June 

 

Cllr Ventham suggested a traditional street party in West Street with a road closure from the Manor Farm 

Road junction to the entrance of North Street. Everyone could then bring their own tables and chairs and food. 

 

20:00 Cllr Bennett arrived. 

 

Have a traditional street party for the whole village with music in front of Cyril Wood Court and ask the pubs 

to open.  

 

Cllr Pitcher felt it would be safer for children at the Sports Field but liked the general idea. 

 

Cllr Fairhurst proposed that a street party is organised. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed 

unanimously. A road closure will be obtained. 

 

15.168 Finance           
 

15.168.1 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

 The following payment had been requested: 

 

 BWBSL   Cemetery water 1/4-31/3/17 – 50% 1832    79.50 

 C Crocker   NeighbourCar – December 2015  1833      6.30 

 DC Pension Fund  March 2016 contribution  1834  182.86 

 HM Revenue   February PAYE & NIC   1835    93.43 

  

 The total amount of cheque payments is £441.59 

 

 Ian Ventham   Lunch Club –February 2016  BACS42    151.59 

 Play Inspection Co  Annual Play Area Inspection  BACS43      75.00 

 Sam Munnings   Lunch Club – February 2016  BACS44      19.96 

 A King    Lengthsman – February 2016  BACS45  1995.00 

 Cheap Printing   A1 size uncoated paper for cemetery BACS46        8.00 

 D Fairhurst   NeighbourCar – February 2016  BACS47        3.60 

Mrs A Crocker   March wages + expenses  BACS48    798.15 

Bere Regis Scout Group  Lunch Club Scout hut hire  BACS49      63.00 

 

The total amount of BACS payments is £3,114.30 

 

 The total amount being taken from the Precept this month is £3,555.89. 

 

 Cllr Wharf proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 

 

15.168.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

15.168.3 To Review position against budget  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made.  
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15.168.4 To review and confirm the Financial Regulations   

 

A copy of the current Financial Regulations had been issued to all members prior to the meeting.  

 

1.14 The Clerk is authorised to pass a single commitment for payment up to the value of £3000 on condition 

that it will be brought before the next council meeting.  

4.1 £5,000 to be amended to £3,000. “a duly delegated committee…..” to be removed. 

Section 5 – references to the Finance Committee to be removed. 

6.9 The words “at the AGM” to be added to the end of the sentence. 

11.1b and 11.1h. £60,000 to be amended to £10,000. 

Sections 12 and 13 – although not relevant at present, these sections will be kept in case of future changes. 

14.2. £250 to be amended to £500. 

Section 16 – to be kept in place. 

 

The amendments will be made and circulated to Cllrs Ventham, Bennett and Bishop.  

 

 

15.168.5 To consider a grant of £500 for the Bere Regis Scouts to go towards the purchase of a range cooker 

 

This would represent the alternative funding source for a Viridor application to be submitted by the Scout 

Group. It was suggested that, if we do give them a grant, they might reciprocate by not charging rent to the 

Salt & Pepper Lunch club for an agreed period. It was proposed by Cllr Fairhurst that we go ahead with the 

grant. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously. 

 

Cllr Benjafield asked if Cllr Ventham he had received a request from the Sports Club regarding some funding 

towards the cost of a cabinet for the defibrillator at a cost of about £600. Cllr Ventham suggested we have the 

budget so we offer £500 towards the cost of the cabinet. This was proposed by Cllr House, seconded by Cllr 

Bishop and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will contact Andy Kent and organise the paperwork accordingly. 

 

15.168.6 To consider the Christmas trees for this year  

 

Cllr Ventham suggested getting 80 trees at £5 a tree. However, this would mean the Parish Council would 

still be subsidising the trees by £5 each. Cllr Wharf suggested charging £10 a tree as they are good quality 

trees and worth the £10. It was noted that many people were using the trees inside their houses rather than in 

the brackets on the outside. However, were we to charge the full price of £10 a tree, then we can offer this as 

a service to the community and people can do what they want with the tree. The Clerk and Cllr Benjafield 

will draft the appropriate forms.   

 

15.169 To consider planning applications           
 

15.169.1 To consider planning applications 

 

6/2016/0071  Purbeck Shooting School – 5 year temp consent for retention of buildings 

 

15.170.2 Souls Moor footpath and boardwalk  

 

 The application form has now been completed and will be submitted.  

 

 

Cllr Fairhurst asked what was happening with the gate into the SNCI site which has been moved by the 

contractors. The Clerk will contact Colin Eversden to ensure we have access to the SNCI area which, at the 

moment, is not possible due to the difference in ground levels.  

   

15.170.3 Signage Update 

 

Cllr Pitcher recommended the notice boards are made of metal. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed 

– 3 in favour, one against and one abstention. Cllr Pitcher will contact Eddie Butterfield accordingly. 
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15.170.4To consider the annual RoSPA 

 

A copy of the report had been issued prior to the start of the meeting. The Clerk reported that there were no 

major problems and a copy of the report had been passed to the Lengthsman who was working his way 

through the various repairs. 

 

Cllr Pitcher’s play area inspection ticket runs out this year and the Lengthsman has not been qualified for this. 

The Clerk will check with Wareham Town Council to see if they are running another course. 

 

15.170.5 Traffic and parking in the village 

 

The crux of this problem is that there are far more cars in the village nowadays and there is no easy solution. 

All we can do is to encourage residents to park sensibly, park off road where possible and use the car parks 

that are available. Cllr Benjafield felt that there was still a problem with parking on the junction of West Street 

and Manor Farm Road. The Clerk suggested asking if a white line could be put there – although not 

enforceable, it was a cheaper and quicker option for Highways and people generally do tend to take notice of 

it.  

 

We are still pursuing the disabled spaces outside the surgery and lining the junction could be combined with 

this.  

 

15.170.6Defects  

  

 No defects were noted.   

.   

15.170 Police, Traffic and Roads          
 

Cllr Bishop volunteered to attend the PTAG meetings. The Clerk will send the most recent notes to him. 

 

15.171 Community Liaison  

 

15.172.1 NeighbourCar Scheme        

 

Cllr House reported that we will be taking on Bloxworth, Morden and surrounding villages so some 

advertising will be needed. She will liaise with Cllr Benjafield to arrange this. 

 

15.172.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

15.172.3 Village Volunteer Recognition 

 

Cllr Ventham reported that he had been contacted by Alison Bennett from the Pop In Place. This September, 

the Pop In Place will be celebrating its 20
th

 anniversary and Alison would like a couple of their long serving 

volunteers to be recognised under the Village Award scheme. Every Monday and Friday for the whole of 

those 20 years, apart from illness and the odd family holiday, this couple have opened the community café. It  

was unanimously agreed that they are recognised for this incredible commitment and the certificates will be 

made up ready for presentation. 

 

15.172 Children & Youth          

 

Nothing to report. 

 

15.173 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

No additional correspondence had been received. 
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15.174 Public Relations          

 

- Village tidy 

- Beacon lighting 

- Queens actual birthday and on the 11
th

 June/street party 

- Grants issued this month/ applications for next year 

- Play area inspection 

- Parking in the village 

- Village Forum – advert separate from the main article 

- Volunteer awards 

 

15.175 Items for the April 2016  
 

Cllr Wharf will be having a walk about with Stephen Mepham on May 11
th
 – general issues to be raised. Cllr 

Fairhurst will attend the meeting.  

 

Councillors are reminded to forward any agenda items to the Clerk by the 31
st
 March 2016 for inclusion in the 

April agenda. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20:59 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 


