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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12

th
 MAY 2016 AT 

THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

Present: Cllr L Fairhurst, R Pitcher, D Bishop, T Bennett, B Benjafield, S Munnings, B House 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present: 4 members of the public. 

 

Cllr Ventham reported that Mr Guy Stovold of Aster Housing was due to address the meeting but, due to 

illness, had e-mailed this afternoon to say he would not be able to attend. Cllr Ventham gave a brief outline of 

the events that had taken place in recent months, most particularly those relating to car parking. Mr Stovold 

had sent in the following report: 

 

‘The Neighbourhoods team have been asked to extend the white lining to all five car parks on the estate. He is 

unaware of any restrictions to Aster doing this, however, should any complications arise during the raising of 

the works, he will keep us informed. 

 

With regard to parking in the car parks to non-tenants, Aster do not actively police their car parks as to 

whether those parking live in Aster properties, and they do not allocate parking spaces. Those living in 

properties amongst the tenanted stock can use the car parks. Only in extreme circumstances where spaces 

were at a premium and disputes were occurring would they reconsider this approach. They do, however, take 

action on cars that are not legally roadworthy, irrespective of owner. Mr Stovold will draft a letter to all 

households confirming this.  

 

Mr Stovold has also asked the Neighbourhood and Estates Services teams to work together in assessing the 

current condition of the car parks in terms of weeds, blocked drains, etc. and to undertake work to address 

these issues. 

 

Turberville Court – Mr Stovold has been sent the minutes of the meeting held last week which contain some 

additional matters which are helpful. Carl Dixon (Head of Care & Support – Dorset) and Mr Stovold will 

closely monitor the actions and ensure they are followed up. Mr Stovold will arrange a further meeting for the 

coming weeks to maintain momentum.’ 

 

16.01 Public Participation  
 

 No items were raised. 

 

16.02 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs T Bates (prior commitment), P Wharf (holiday), L Fancy (absent). 

 
16.03 Chairman’s Report  
 

Cllr Ventham gave a brief report on the Neighbourhood Plan and where it stands at this point. He then gave a 

roundup of other areas of activity within the Parish Council’s brief, including the new school, Souls Moor, 

and the new Sports and Community Facility Group headed by Mike Gee. 

 

16.04 Elections  

 

Chairman: Cllr Fairhurst proposed Cllr Ventham. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed 

unanimously. Cllr Ventham agreed to take the Chair for the coming year. 

 

Vice Chairman: Cllr Ventham proposed Cllr Pitcher. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed 

unanimously. Cllr Pitcher agreed to continue in the role. 
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 Group Representatives:  The Groups are currently made up as follows: 

 

  Neighbourhood Plan – Cllrs Ventham, Fairhurst, Munnings, Pitcher, and Bishop. 

 

  Parish Environment – Cllrs Pitcher, Bates and Bennett with Cllr Fairhurst covering Rights of Way. 

 

  Planning & Housing – Cllrs Fairhurst, Munnings, Bates and Ventham. 

 

  Community Liaison – Cllrs House and Bishop with Cllr Benjafield assisting. 

 

  Police, Traffic & Roads – Cllr Bishop with Cllr House assisting. 

 

  Finance – Cllrs Ventham, Bennett and Wharf. 

 

  Public Relations – Cllr Benjafield. 

 

  Village Hall – Cllr Bishop. 

 

 It was unanimously agreed that all roles would remain the same for the coming year.  

 

16.05 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Report  

 

 Cllr Wharf was not in attendance and no reports had been submitted.  

 

16.06 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 14
th 

April 2016  

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Benjafield 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst 

and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

 

16.07 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

The minutes of the meeting with Colin Eversden regarding the Souls Moor site and the various issues raised at 

that meeting with Cllr Ventham, were reviewed. Cllr Pitcher reported that we had not been told who was going 

to be responsible for the cutting of the bank alongside the new road and also when the gate into the nature 

reserve area was going to be moved or a new gate installed. The Clerk will contact Colin Eversden and ask for 

an update.     

 

A letter has been sent to DCC regarding the installation of disabled parking spaces outside the surgery. Cllr 

Ventham suggested that the Surgery should also apply for the spaces. Cllr House will speak to the Practice 

Manager accordingly.      

 

PDC have issued the two training days. These are Thursday 8
th

 September 2016 and Monday 6
th
 March 2017. 

Cllr Ventham suggested another letter be issued saying this is not acceptable to us.   

 

Loss of buses – Cllr Benjafield suggested that we contact the Wool service and see if they would be willing to 

extend the Wednesday service to Dorchester Market to take in Bere Regis.  

 

Notice Boards – Julien Lightfoot has reviewed the draft of the notice boards and has suggested some 

amendments. This will be included in the June agenda.  

 

Grazing on Souls Moor – Cllr Bates is having some difficulty in contacting the grazier. Cllr Ventham 

suggested that sheep are put on the land in the interim. However, there may be an issue with dogs and sheep 

but we do have notices that will be put out. The sheep would be very short term – possibly for the summer 

only. Cllr Bennett will check to see how Cllr Bates is getting on before confirming the sheep for grazing on the 

site.  

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR HOUSE 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLRS BENNETT/BATES 
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Cllr Fairhurst reported on the walkabout that took place with Cllr Wharf and Stephen Mepham on the 11
th

 

May. It has been agreed that the road at Hyde will be patched for an area of 30m; similarly the road in the front 

of the Royal Oak and that in front of Mr Saywell’s property at Chamberlaynes would be repaired and then 

monitored. The pole for the fingerpost at the top of Rye Hill will be installed once the location is marked. Cllr 

Pitcher reported that Bridport Foundary has the template for the parts needed for finger posts and used to 

provide the parts for Highways. Contact will be made with them for future repairs to finger posts. With regard 

to the situation in respect of potholes, it was suggested that the Lengthsman should carry out repairs. The Clerk 

will speak to DCC to see where we stand on having our representatives working on the highway. 

 

 

16.08 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

No interests were declared. 

 

16.09 Key Topics 

 

16.09.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update  

 

 Cllr Benjafield asked to clarify if our choice was for 150 new homes or zero, we would go for zero. Cllr 

Ventham said that we have to wait and see what comes forward. Sue Bellamy of PDC has e-mailed to say that 

the field south of Green Close has been submitted as a SHLAA. The Steering Group met to discuss the 

viability of the site and how it fits into our original criteria. It was felt that access would be very dangerous and 

site lines for exiting the location were very poor. It is interesting to note that the ‘bonfire field’ has not been put 

forward. Should they come forward with 150 properties, we would certainly wish to meet with PDC and the 

Estate.  

 

 Cllr Benjafield felt that, since we began the Plan, we have had further cuts in infra structure, loss of services, 

etc. A further 150 properties would put even more pressure on fewer services.  

 

 The field put forward is a green field site. We should be careful that we do not become a village of two halves 

with an area in the middle.  

 

 Cllr Ventham referred members to the draft letter to Sue Bellamy.  

 

16.09.2 Aster Housing Association follow up  

 

 This has already been covered. 

 

16.10 Finance           
 

16.10.1 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 Mrs A Crocker  Lunch club April/Village Forum    BACS64   137.05 

 Bere Regis PCC Clean for the Queen/Village Forum adverts  BACS65     35.00 

 Sam Munnings  Lunch club April     BACS66     19.55 

 I Ventham  Lunch club April     BACS67   125.35 

 I Ventham  Lunch club May     BACS67     46.54 

Darkin Miller Ltd Internal audit y/e 31.03.16    BACS68   274.03 

Dorset Property Sur Maps for school site, parish, village   BACS69   223.00 

 Cheap Printing  Wildlife posters, forum posters    BACS70     21.00 

D Fairhurst  NeighbourCar – April 2016    BACS71     48.15 

Mrs A Crocker  May wages + expenses     BACS72   903.00    

 HMRC   May PAYE & NIC     BACS73     94.63 

DC Pension Fund May contribution     BACS74   150.88 

ACTION: CLERK 
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 M Saywell  NeighbourCar April 2016    BACS75     66.56 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar April 2016    BACS76     89.10  

 A King   Lengthsman – April 2016    BACS77 2081.64 

  

 J Plain   NeighbourCar – March 2016    1837      11.25 

 

The total amount being taken from the Precept this month is £4,326.73, of which £4,315.48 is made by BACS 

transfer and £11.25 by cheque.  

 

Two late payments have been requested: 

 

Bere Regis Scouts Hire of hall for Village Forum    BACS78   21.00 

Cheap Printing  Froome Lane maps     1838      7.50 

   

 Cllr Bishop proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr House and agreed unanimously. 

 

16.10.2To confirm the year end reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.10.3 To confirm the accounts for the year ended 31
st
 March 2016 & the Annual Governance Statement  

 

A copy of the Annual Statement had been issued to all members at the start of the meeting, together with the 

Financial Statement for the year ended 31
st
 March, 2016. A copy of the internal auditor’s report had been 

issued prior to the start of the meeting. The Internal auditor had highlighted four areas that needed 

considering by the Council; 

 

1. The invoices for payment should be initialled by the Clerk 

2. Mileage claimed should be included under staff costs 

3. The monthly budget monitoring schedule should offer explanations for significant variances 

4. Receipts should be provided to support all expense claims 

 

All of the suggested actions will be instigated. Cllr Bishop proposed the accounts are accepted. This was 

seconded by Cllr House and agreed unanimously. The accounts were signed by the Chairman and the Clerk 

in the presence of the meeting. 

 

A copy of the Annual Governance Statement had been issued to all members at the start of the meeting. Each 

comment was reviewed and acknowledged. Cllr Benjafield   proposed the Statement is accepted. This was 

seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. The Governance Statement was signed by the 

Chairman and the Clerk in the presence of the meeting. 

 

16.10.4 To confirm the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations  

 

All members had received up to date copies of both the Standing Orders and the Financial Regulations over 

the last few months. Cllr Munnings proposed the Orders and Regulations are accepted in their present format. 

This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 

 

16.10.5 To confirm the Risk Assessment  

 

The Risk Assessment had been reviewed in detail in May 2015 and there were no amendments to be made. 

Cllr Ventham requested this item is put forward to the June meeting so the assessment can be checked in more 

detail before being accepted. 
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16.10.6 To confirm the insurance for the coming year and to consider entering into a 3 year LTA  

 

The insurance for the coming year is £816.13. However, should we enter into a Long Term Agreement, the 

premium will reduce to £775.32. We have budgeted £890. Cllr Bishop proposed we enter the 3 year LTA. 

This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will contact the insurance company 

accordingly.  

 

16.11 To consider planning applications           

 

16.11.1 To consider planning applications 

 

6/2016/0109  42c West Street – sever plot & erect single storey dwelling, create vehicular access 

 

It was felt that, as we had not objected to the application in the past, we could not object to them here.  

 

6/2016/0210 52 Elder Road – 2 storey side extension 

 

Received after the PWP so could not be discussed. The Clerk will try to get an extension for comments. 

 

6/2016/0234 42d West Street – non-material amendment to planning permission 6/2016/0053 (erect front 

extension) for alterations and additions to doors and windows. 

 

The PWP recommended no objections. 

 

Cllr Pitcher proposed the recommendations of the PWP are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr House and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

16.12 Village and Environment  

 

16.12.1 Souls Moor Footpath Project update 

 

Cllrs Pitcher, Bates, Bennett and the Clerk met with Gary Solus of Conservation Matters and discussed a new 

approach to accessing some grant funding. An application will be made to the Tesco Bags of Help initiative 

and will concentrate more on the use of volunteers in the project. Cllr Bennett will be finalising the 

application which must be returned the 3
rd

 June.  

 

16.12.2 Update on notice boards and signage  

 

To be put forward to the June Meeting. 

 

16.12.3Souls Moor Management Plan  

 

To be put forward to the June meeting. The plan will be circulated before the next meeting. 

 

16.12.4 Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday  

 

Pip Evans has suggested the event run from 4pm until 8pm. Between 4pm and 6pm there will be local 

entertainment. Cyril Wood Court have given permission to use their frontage as a stage and Nina will be 

performing from 6pm until 8pm. The Scouts will be selling hotdogs and burgers, and there may be an ice 

cream and cake stall. Charles, the Vicar, has suggested approaching the school to see if they wanted to provide 

some entertainment. Portaloos will be in the vicarage car park. First Aider will be required. Cones will be 

required – these can be obtained from Highways. Andy Watkins was invited to take on the traffic management 

scheme and agreed to do so.  The Lengthsman, Cllr Pitcher and Andy will meet to discuss the traffic 

management. Pip Evans will be asked to contact Michael Eastment regarding the electricity. A meeting with 

the Drax Inn, the Vicar, and Andy should take place as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR BENNETT 
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16.12.4 Defects  

– The work on the A31 has been completed but the turning at White Post is dangerous and a 

letter of concern is to be sent to Highways Agency. 

 

16.13 Police, Traffic and Roads          

 

Cllr Bishop has been in touch with Rod Curtis (PTAG) and is now on the mailing list. Cllr House will attend the 

next meeting in his place and report back. 

 

Cllr Munnings raised the issue of the accident on Tuesday 10
th
 May. The Police closed the road from the Shell 

roundabout to the Poole Hill roundabout, whilst the accident itself happened at the top of Poole Hill. It was 

suggested a letter be sent to Martin Underhill. The road was closed from 4.30am until 2.30pm and the cost must 

have been excessive. 

 

Cllr Benjafield informed members of a grant that was available for up to £3,000 for projects that address crime 

and community safety. He will get some more information and include this in the parish magazine.  

 

16.14 Community Liaison  

 

16.14.1  NeighbourCar Scheme        

 

Still in need of volunteers. 

 

16.14.2  Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 

 

Very well supported. Client numbers continue to grow and new volunteers would be very welcome. 

 

16.15 Children & Youth          
 

Play park fence has been repaired by the Lengthsman.  

 

16.16 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

No additional correspondence had been received. 

 

16.17 Public Relations          
- Polling Station on 23

rd
 June will be at the Drax Hall 

- Elections 

- Responsibility 

- June 11
th

 street party 

- Police safety money £3,000 

 

16.18 Items for the June 2016  
 

Councillors are reminded to forward any agenda items to the Clerk by the 31
st
 May 2016 for inclusion in the 

June agenda. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:32 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR HOUSE 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFIELD 


