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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14
th

  

NOVEMBER, 2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 

7PM. 

 

 

Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  C Maunder  S Munnings  A Duncanson  

  L Alderman  B House  T Maunder  L Fairhurst 

  M Howard  County & District Cllr P Wharf 

 

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

In attendance: 2 members of the public. 

 

Guest Speaker: Joe Edmunds, Project Manager, & Jamie Mitchell, Ecologist, of Wessex Engineering 

Services Ltd – Water mains work, Sturminster Marshall to Culpeppers Dish  

 

Mr Edmunds explained GRID Programme of works being undertaken to the value of £200m over 8 

years. This will involve laying 150km of new pipelines. Bere Regis will be affected by the east-west 

link which will allow water to be moved from Sturminster Marshall into Forston, west of Dorchester. 

The work is being carried out to improve the security of supply to customers, to meet the reductions 

in abstraction licences, to improve flows in rivers and protect their ecology, to deal with deteriorating 

raw water quality and to meet future demand. The scheme has been outline designed which means 

the route of the pipeline is known. From Bere Regis’ perspective, it follows the A31 running 

alongside the south side of the road, round the back of Bere Regis, under the A35, under the Bere 

Stream, up to Yearlings Bottom and on to Culpeppers Dish.  

 

Topographical surveys and ground investigations have been carried out, together with a whole range 

of ecological and archaeological surveys. The EIAs are now being prepared. Further surveys are 

required but construction should start in 2016 and will last from 12-18 months with the pipeline 

taking 6-9 months to be laid, preferably during the summer period.  

 

Access points will be taken largely from the A31 and a traffic management plan will be 

implemented. Working hours will be Monday to Friday 7:30 to 17:30.  

 

There will be no disruption to the existing water supply to the villages during the period of work and 

there will be no above ground structures in this area relating to the work.  

 

It was noted that, according to the plans on display at the meeting, the pipeline is currently due to go 

through the SNCI land to the edge of Spears Copse. The Chairman requested that Wessex 

engineering Services liaise with the local wildlife trust and landuser/tenant rather than speak to the 

Dorchester office or the landlords. 

 

13.110 Public Participation  
 

13.110.1 Grit Bin  - An update was requested regarding the grit bin for Butt Lane. The Clerk reported that it 

had been confirmed by Highways any bin is this area would be a strategic bin and would, therefore, 

be filled by Highways. The bin is on order and, on arrival, the location will be decided upon and 

arrangements made for it to be filled.  

 

13.110.2 West Street – It was noted that the parking in West Street continues to get worse and vehicles are 

now parking on the pavement. The Parish Council continues to look at ways to resolve this problem. 
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13.111 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 No apologies had been received. 

 

13.112 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 10
th

 October 2013  
 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Alderman 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr 

Munnings and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the 

meeting. 

 

13.113 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda  
 

13.113.1 Souls Moor  - Tilhill have very kindly cut the lower half of the Moor but it was hoped they would 

also cut the SNCI land that has now been fenced. The Clerk will go back to Tilhill and ask the 

question.  

 

13.113.2 Bridleway 1 – At the last meeting this path to the north of the bypass was reported as being 

overgrown and in need of attention. Cllr Fairhurst reported that he has walked the path and feels the 

work can wait until the spring. 

 

13.113.3 Shared Noticeboard – Cllr Ventham reported that he has spoken to the vicar and, if cost is 

reasonable, the church will pay half and the board will be used as a community notice board. The 

Clerk will organise a quote for the work. 

 

13.113.4 Responsibilities Paper – This was reviewed at the October meeting. The Clerk will make the 

necessary amendments and re-issue to all members.   

 

13.113.5 Souls Moor – SNCI - Cllr Pitcher has left a message for the farmer who was due to put sheep on 

the site and is waiting for a call back. Cllr Ventham reported that Wessex Water have a grant scheme 

available for environment projects and an application has been submitted for £2500 to cover the cost 

of running a metered water supply from the Scout hut to the SNCI land. It will take 3 or 4 months to 

be confirmed. In the meantime, the owner of the sheep has said she will be happy to move the water 

by hand for the time being. 

 

13.113.6 Shitterton Footbridge - The damage to the bridge has been reported via the PEM system and it was 

agreed to let matters take their course.  

 

13.114 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972  

 

 No interests were declared. 

 

13.115 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Report  
 

13.115.1 County Council Report 

 

Feasability study for the southern by-pass – A full scale study had taken place, providing detailed 

costings on all 3 options. Although it is not going to happen in the short term, it is worth keeping in 

the Parish Council files and the map from this study will be used in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 Bere Regis new school – The feasibility study has started and Colin Eversdon is the Project Manager. 

Cllr Wharf has requested that the Parish Council and school governors are kept appraised of 

everything as the study goes along. Cllr Munnings also has a copy of the plans showing the drain on 

Souls Moor that sits in the middle of the proposed road and this has been sent to Mr Eversdon’s 

immediate boss.  
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 Cllr Ventham informed members that now the Tilhill fencing is up, it is very easy to see the school 

site. It is also evident that the school really needs to be at the far end of the site and not tucked behind 

the end of Egdon Close. 

 

 Winter Maintenance Plan – Dorset Highways Winter Service Plan has now been released. The Clerk 

and Cllr Alderman will liaise and draft a response to Cllr Wharf.  

 

 Bus Services - No decision has been made regarding the buses and any decision will now be delayed 

until next month with any amendment taking place in May 2014. Over 1200 responses have been 

received. 

 

 Rye Hill – the speed indicator device can be changed by amending the software and without the need 

to change the physical equipment. A works order has been signed to change the software to a 20mph 

advisory in the SID at times to suit us. There is a very good change we could have this by March or 

April 2014. 

 

 Transport Scheme in place at DCC refers to the Parish Plan from 2006. Cllr Wharf discussed the 

schemes affecting Bere Regis with the officers and they have said if we are able to identify a small 

scheme that is relatively cheap they would consider it. One suggestion has been put forward for a 

cycle route from the back of the school, across the farmland and out on to Hollow Oak. It was 

generally felt that this would not be suitable as it gets very muddy, incorporates 2 kissing gates and a 

style and would mean going through fields containing cattle. Cllrs House and Fairhurst pointed out 

that a route already exists going through Court Farm along Froom’s Lane, over the cress beds and 

out on to Hollow Oak Lane. Cllrs House and Fairhurst will liaise on the preferred route. 

 

 Rationalisation of office space within DCC – Cllr Wharf spoke of the various options available for 

bringing together all the various buildings situated around the county. He suggested 3 possible sites – 

one of which could be the area opposite the Shell Garage which the Parish Council is proposing as an 

employment site within the Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Wharf reported that, should we wish to take 

this further, we must put in an expression of interest now. It was unanimously agreed that the Parish 

Council should officially request this go ahead. 

 

 

 Verge Cutting Panel – The panel covers all issues related to verges. Cllr Wharf now sits on this panel 

and plans to suggest they pick a small area and try to resolve all the issues that may arise within that 

area before moving on to the next one. To date, no Parish Council has wished to put themselves 

forward to test this suggestion. Bere Regis Parish Council has agreed to step in. 

.  

13.115.2 District Council Report 

  

 Shared services partnership – Cllr Wharf explained that this partnership would be dependent on 

strong political leadership and in Purbeck there exists a strong opposition party. With this in mind, a 

view was taken that it would not be beneficial to go ahead with the programme when any action 

could be reversed in either May 2014 or 2015. It will be reconsidered in May 2015 when the leading 

party will then be in power for 4 years and have the ability to implement, operate and appraise this or 

a comparable partnership, should it wish to do so. 

 

13.116 Key Topics  
 

13.116.1 Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 

 North Street and the traffic survey – The Clerk reported that the survey had been carried out during 

the first week of October. During the period, 157 vehicles were recorded as using the lower stretch of 

the road (from the fire station to the Sports Club). Of those 157, only 2 were recorded as driving 
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between 30 and 35mph. No vehicles went over 35 mph and the vast majority were travelling between 

20 and 25mph. This demonstrates that there is virtually no issue of speeding along the road.  

  

 The Sports Club have expressed some concerns regarding items that were to be submitted within the 

Neighbourhood Plan. They are aware that the Plan is suggesting vehicular access to the Club is from 

the Garage end rather than North Street. They expressed concern that this would encourage members 

to park in North Street and walk to the Club; other people use this area for car sharing and drive to 

this location and leave their cars there for the day. There is already one or two that already do this 

and to open the site from the garage end may well encourage this to increase. Cllr Howard felt the 

Club should police this themselves by installing signs, etc and possibly do some clamping. The Club 

have looked at putting up gates but this would mean either someone would have to be there to open 

the gate or they would have to supply keys to all user groups. At present the car park also provides a 

turning circle for delivery vehicles along North Street. Cllr Fairhurst felt that this was not a valid 

suggestion as any development would be required to provide a turning circle. 

 

 Cllr Wharf reported that to move the gate would require a traffic regulation order at a cost of 

£15,000. As this is not deemed a high priority it would come back to the local community to pay for. 

The one way system is a non-starter as the road from the garage to Dorset Reclamation is not 

adopted. The other alternative is to have an entrance where the mesh is by the back of the old sports 

club but this is most unlikely as this would require the permission of the Sports Club. There is no 

point in having an argument about this as none of it is likely to be achieved.  

 

 Another issues raised regarding traffic was to ask for a dedicated slip road to be created from the 

roundabout to the garage which would relieve some of the traffic. A lot of lorries park just off the 

double yellow lines on the verge opposite the garage. As this shows there is a clear need for such 

parking, perhaps it could be legalised as part of the design of the proposed industrial site and make it 

into a car park and stop over point.  

 

 It was suggested that another meeting with Highways is required and the working party will need to 

redraft their section of the Plan.  

 

 Cllr Ventham stressed the need to get a draft out quite rapidly now and we need to think about how 

we are going to do this. 

 

13.116.2 Village Forum Review 

 

 59 people attended and the three topics went down well with no objection to the way the Parish 

Council is moving forward. Cllr C Maunder was saddened that we could not reach more people and 

perhaps not the right people but it was felt that the day had been advertised as well as we could and, 

if people chose not to attend, there was not a lot we could do about it. 

 

13.117 Finance  
 

13.117.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 Active Music  Woodland song recording (replaces 1519) 1543     150.00 

 DAPTC  Local Councils explained publication  1544       56.49 

 C Maunder  Remembrance Wreathe   1545       21.00 

 PDC   Election expenses – June 2013  1546   3155.24 

 Dorset Business Hub Additional village fliers   1547        5.00 

 DCC   Traffic Monitoring survey   1548     570.00 

 Nathan Fairhurst Web hosting – 18 months   1549       60.00 

 Kaz Florek  October cemetery grass cutting  1550     410.00 
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 Mrs A Crocker November wages + expenses   1551     723.08 

 HMRC   November PAYE & NIC   1552     106.90 

 A King   Lengthsman – October   1553   1712.88 

 

 The total amount requested from the Precept is £6,970.59. The payments were proposed by Cllr 

Alderman, seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two 

councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

13.117.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

13.117.3 To review the position against budget to date  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

13.117.4 To confirm asset register  

 

 To be put forward to the December meeting. 

 

13.117.5 To consider items for the 2014/15 budget and arrange a Finance Sub-committee meeting 

 

 Suggestions made included; a budget for WWI Commemorations/maintenance of Souls Moor/Elder 

Road/fence at play park/ footpath upgrade on Souls Moor (Gary Sollis to quote)/Skate park % to go 

towards grant applications/ Lengthsman/ £350 for business group / street signs and finger posts. The 

working party consisting of Cllrs Ventham, Howard, C Maunder and the Clerk will draft a budget for 

submission at the December meeting. 

 

13.118 Planning & Housing 
 

13.118.1 Planning Applications:  

 

 6/2013/0595 – 88 West Street; erect 4 bed detached house 

 

 As the plans were not received until the 13
th

 November, members had not had a chance to review 

them in any detail. The Clerk will contact the officer and request an extension until after the 

December meeting. Cllr C Maunder reported that he has drawn the application to the attention of 

Cyril Wood Court due to the location of the nearby listed barn. 

 

13.118.2 Tree Work Applications:  

 

 No notifications of tree works had been received.  

  

13.119 Village Environment  
 

13.119.1 Post Office Update  

 

 An e-mail has been received from the Post Office official who is running the Post Office’s 

transformation programme. All sub-post offices, with the help of government money are being 

offered 3 options – stay as they are/move in with another retailer/opt out with some compensation.  A 

post office of our size would receive a salary of about £16,500 pa, from which wages and rent would 

have to be paid and the Post Office would provide almost everything else that goes with it. Our post 

master has decided to opt out. To complicate matters, the area housing the post office has a lease 
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which the owner is currently trying to sell. The best option would be for another local retailer to take 

the £16,500 and put the counter into their shop/pub or anywhere else. 4 people have expressed an 

interest in running the post office. The Parish Council has also expressed an interest which means we 

are kept in the loop and are consulted and get the information relevant to the business. The lady 

running the programme has agreed to address the Parish Council in January. The notion of the Parish 

Council taking it on would be a very last. Cllr Wharf has spoken to the chairman of the Briantspuddle 

shop which operates with volunteers.  

 

 Cllr Ventham suggested we sit back for now and see what happens with the other people who have 

expressed an interest. 

 

 Cllrs Wharf and Ventham will speak to Mr Morse again. Cllr Munnings asked if it were possible to 

find out the terms of the lease but this is a private issue and the Parish Council is not entitled to 

know. 

 

13.119.2 To Consider the Cemetery Management   

 

 The Clerk explained that several of the graves in the new part of the cemetery had not been 

purchased and, therefore, no headstone marked the site. This made it difficult for the grave digger to 

accurately line up future graves and, indeed, for relatives to find the graves. If members are willing 

£200 could be taken out of the existing reserves to purchase small wooden markers which would then 

be put in place to mark each grave with a number and name. This would involve mapping out the 

cemetery from the records held, confirming the correct location of the graves and then placing the 

marker. It was unanimously agreed that the money should be set aside for this purpose. 

 

 

 War Memorial – The question was raised as to who was responsible for the upkeep of the memorial. 

In the past when it needed to be cleaned, the Parish Council had paid for the work but we do not have 

an obligation to do so. There is a strong possibility that 4 additional names may need to be added to 

the memorial but, without determining ownership, we cannot go ahead and do this. Cllr C Maunder 

reported that the church does not take charge of the memorial but felt the Parish Council should do as 

other villages have done and take charge of it. The Clerk reported that, during John England’s 

research, information had been found that seemed to imply the memorial was bought and paid for by 

the families of those listed on it. If this is the case then due diligence would demand we must contact 

those families and find out what their preferred option would be. They would also need to be 

consulted on the additional names.  

 

 Cllr Ventham said he would speak to the vicar to try to determine the ownership and also to John 

England to find out how he got hold of the information relating to the ownership. 

 

 

13.119.3 Business Support Group  

  

 Cllr Duncanson informed members that the second part of the project was primarily aimed at visitors 

so this will be put on hold for the time being.  In the meantime, our thoughts are with John Scott and 

his family. 

  

13.119.6 Defects  

 

  - North Street – loose cats eye - needs removing or re-establishing – PEM 

  - Cleaning gutters around the village. 
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13.120 Police, Traffic, Public Transport and Roads  
 

13.120.1 Volunteer Driver & Community Transport Scheme  

 

 A grant of £1,500 has been approved by the PoPP Exchange Group to assist with the start-up costs 

for the Community Transport Scheme. An invoice will now be raised in order to claim the money 

which will be held in council funds but ring fenced. Cllr Alderman reported that he attended a 

meeting yesterday covering information on how to run the group which proved very helpful. Cllr 

House will be taking the lead in co-ordinating the scheme and will report back to the Parish Council 

in future. Once the volunteers have notified their respective insurance companies, the scheme will be 

advertised and we will have to decide on the parameters of our scheme. When we have as many 

volunteers as we can, they will all have to meet and decide on a way forward.  All members are 

asked to speak to as many people as possible and ask if they would become volunteer drivers. We 

have 10 so far and would like to get to about 20 drivers.  

 

 Cllr House will telephone Danny Green regarding the bus scheme. 

 

 

13.120.2 To review the Community Speedwatch arrangements  

 

 All the original forms handed to the Police in September have been lost and PCSO Iain Leslie who 

was co-ordinating the scheme has been signed off work for an extended period due to a broken hip. 

The replacement Police Officer is also currently off work but new forms and information material 

have been given to the Clerk for forwarding to all those who signed the original forms and anyone 

who now wishes to take part. Once the forms are complete, they will be re-submitted, the various 

checks carried out and training commenced. Cllr Alderman currently has the paperwork and 

members are asked to liaise with him as soon as possible so we can get the scheme up and running. 

 

 

13.120.3 To review snow contingency plans 

 

 Cllr Alderman offered to check the grit bins to make sure they have been filled – Highways were due 

to have filled all the strategic bins by the end of October. The Dorset Highways Winter Service Plan 

has just been released. The Clerk and Cllr Alderman will review the report and, should there be any 

queries or omissions, will contact Cllr Wharf according.  In the meantime, Cllr House has two snow 

ploughs and will be willing to cover the C6 if necessary. The Bere Regis Winter Plan will be re-

issued to all members for confirmation at the December meeting.  

 

13.121 Children & Youth  
 

13.121.1 Play area & general update  

 

 The Skate Park Consultation went well and volunteers have come forward to assist with the work. 

Questionnaires will go out to everyone in the Parish after Christmas asking for their thoughts on 

possible locations.    

 

 Trampoline – the trampoline is now on order from Huck and should take 6 – 8 weeks delivery. 

 

13.121.2 Banter Group update  

 

 No issues to report and no problems have arisen.  
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13.122 Community Liaison  
 

13.122.1 To consider the Purbeck Volunteer of the Year Awards 2013  

 

 It was agreed that, instead of the Parish Council nominating someone, a request would be included in 

the Parish Magazine summary asking parishioners for their suggestions. 

 

 

13.122.2WWI Commemoration  

 

 Cllr Ventham informed members that, following the meeting on the 11
th

 November, it was apparent 

that three threads were forming: 

 

1) The religious aspect consisting of parades, commemorative services, vigils. 

2) Events - the Pop In Place will be putting on a concert; there will be a series of 

lectures over the course of the 4 years; possible battlefield tours; exhibitions of 

photographs/possessions from the era; war time café in the Drax Hall. 

3) Something tangible – a sensory or commemorative garden, re-dedication of the 

war memorial and possibly the inclusion of some extra names. 

 

John England has turned up a wealth of information from the Parish Magazine of the era and the 

letters sent from the Front by the Reverend Bere. Not only did the magazine list all those who went 

to war, it also gave some considerable insight into life for those left behind and, as well as holding 

lectures on the war itself, lectures and exhibitions will also cover the social history of the time. As a 

result of all the findings, John will be producing a unique publication which will summarise all the 

information gleaned from these studies and findings.   

 

 Cllr Wharf reported that he had attended a Parish Council meeting in Briantspuddle recently and they 

have decided not to do anything as they feel it is inappropriate. They would prefer to do something to 

celebrate the end of the war. It should be remembered that the events intending to be held in Bere 

Regis are not a celebration of war but a commemoration. 

 

13.123 Correspondence Received and meetings attended  
 

 A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to all members. There 

were no further items to add and no comments were made. No meetings had been attended. 

 

13.124 Communications  
 

 Items to be included in the Parish Magazine: 

- SID on Rye Hill 

- North Street traffic survey  

- Expenditure for the month 

- Volunteer driver scheme  

- Volunteer of the year award 

- Expressions of interest re Battlefield Tours 

 

13.125 Items for the December meeting  
 

 Agenda items to include: 

- Confirmation of the budget for the year 2014/15 

- Confirmation of the Assets Register 

- Approval of the Volunteer of the Year nominations 
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There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.30 pm 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………..  Dated: ………………………………….. 

 


