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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY  12
th

 OCTOBER, 2015 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, 

BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

Present:  Cllrs T Bates, L Fairhurst, B Benjafield, T Bennett, B House, D Bishop, P Wharf, R Pitcher, L Fancy 

 

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also Present:  5 members of the public 

 

 The Chairman welcomed Cllr Lyn Fancy to the Parish Council. 

 

15.92 Public Participation  

 

Andrew Hobbs – West Street – extension of wall at 54 West Street – has caused them problems with the 

parking to the rear of their property. Their turning circle has been severely restricted and they can no longer 

park 2 cars off the land. In addition, the visibility on leaving their parking area is restricted and they cannot 

see walkers, etc. coming along Back Lane. There are already issues regarding parking in West Street and 

residents have been asked to park off the road – the new wall is preventing them from doing so. 

 

Julien Lightfoot – Mr Hobbs’ neighbour - wishes to support Mr Hobbs’ objection. Entry and exit is very 

difficult. 

 

Barry Heath – Hyde – application for storage of scaffolding at Red Gables. He has lived at Hyde for 25 years. 

The application should be retrospective as the storage of scaffolding is already taking place. This has been 

going on since at least March. The noise levels have increased. Hyde is a single track road and the scaffolding 

is moved on a 7.5 tonne vehicle. This, combined with existing traffic, means an increased number of larger 

vehicles using the lane. The person who has applied for the application is a tenant in the property. The 

business is inappropriate for the area. In proportion to the number of people living in Hyde, there is already a 

high level of business activity. There is already a small industrial site in Hyde which has empty units and it 

would be more appropriate if the scaffolding business were to move there. 

 

15.93 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 Apologies from Cllr S Munnings. 

 

15.94 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 8
th

 October 2015  
 

 A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

 

Cllr Benjafield – CSW should not read “could be more covert” but “should not be covert”. The amendment 

was made. 

 

With this amendment, Cllr Bennett proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This 

was seconded by Cllr House and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the 

presence of the meeting. 

 

15.95 Matters arising from the minutes, not covered by the agenda – for report only  
 

 Relining of the car park – the work has been put in place and will commence when the weather permits. 

 

 The car park hedge has been cut by the Lengthsman.  
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15.96 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

No interests were declared at this stage and no dispensation requests have been received.  

 

15.97 To receive the County and District Councillor’s report 
 

Cllr Wharf reported that he met with new vicar who asked why we had not got a brown sign for village shops. 

He explained that this was very expensive. Cllr Ventham reminded members that we had looked into this about 

3 years ago and suggested that the Open Spaces Group now pick this up and see if anything can be done. 

 

Weymouth Challenge – This was very successful this year and the organisers will be looking to hold it again 

next year. They are also looking into having the event granted Iron Man status which will involve even more 

disruption and many more entrants but will have the effect of boosting the local economy. 

 

Highways – new missive sent to the Clerk earlier on the 12
th

 November and forwarded to all members for 

reference. This will be brought up under the Working Together initiative. 

 

The Shooting School is likely to put in a revised application within the next few days.  

 

Combined authority – this would, in effect, represent a 10
th

 authority which would take some responsibilities 

from all the other 9; such as strategic transport which excludes Bournemouth Buses. County is happy to 

consider unitary but more responsibility must be devolved to parishes. Nothing is going to happen just yet.  

 

The Village Calendar is now completed and cost £5 each. The Post Office has offered to give a free envelope 

to anyone who buys a calendar from them. All the money received from the sale will go to local charities.  

 

15.98 Key topics  

 

15.98.1 Working Together 

 

One of the most irritating issues relates to verge cutting with 4 different authorities cutting a different area. A 

similarly position exists with winter maintenance. It would be very helpful to know which department to go to 

at any one time. The Lengthsman carries out a number of jobs that other authorities should be doing. As 

members had not been able to consider a response at this time, they were asked to consider it over the 

weekend of the 14
th

 and 15
th
 and send their comments to the Clerk for combining into a response. A draft will 

then be drawn up and returned to members for approval prior to sending in.  

 

15.98.2 Neighbourhood Plan update  

           

The Clerk and Cllr Ventham met with James Bainbridge and had a useful meeting although the main issue is 

the Drax Estate wants more houses than we are prepared to agree to. We have heard nothing since. A chase up 

e-mail has been sent to Peter Dove, Chair of the Trustees but, again, we still await a response. 

 

PDC had a meeting with Jason Bowerman of the Drax Estate, who had asked for the meeting, to which the 

Parish Council were not invited. As it turned out, it was not actually about Bere Regis. It was effectively about 

Natural England and SANGs. For every development the Drax Estates has raised, NE has said they want a 

large SANG to compensate. What Jason Bowerman was hoping to achieve was to try to get NE to be more 

flexible in order for the two parties to be able to work together. It was agreed that PDC would set up a meeting 

with NE to see if they are able to be more flexible. This should take place in the next few weeks. If NE is not 

prepared to be flexible, Cllr Wharf has spoken to two MPs who will take up the case. Cllr Ventham suggested 

the Steering Group meet quite soon to try and find a way forward – perhaps to talk to Mr Richard Drax.  

 

Cllr Bishop – have we heard anything more with regard to the White Lovington potential development? 

Nothing further has been received to date.  

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 



BRPC Minutes 2015/16 Page 3 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………… 
 

15.98.2 To consider the proposal of lighting the beacon for the Queen’s 90
th

 birthday 

 

The Clerk reported that we have received an invitation to take part in a National Beacon lighting ceremony to 

celebrate the 90
th

 birthday of HM the Queen on the 21
st
 April 2016. At this stage, we only have to 

acknowledge that we would like to take part but we can begin thinking about events, etc. to take place on the 

day. Cllr Fancy offered to take this on in conjunction with Cllr Pitcher. They will come up with some ideas 

and report back in December. The Clerk will respond to Bruno Peek. 

 

15.98.3 To consider assisting in the purchase of a new cooker for the Scout hut  

 

Cllr Ventham explained that the Lunch Club is going very well but the Scout Hut ovens are not really up to 

the task. He has found that a very good range cooker can be obtained for about £2,000. He proposed that the 

Parish Council would assist the Scouts with the provision of the cooker but they would own it and maintain it. 

The Scouts would like us to make it a condition that other social functions begin again. Cllrs Wharf and 

House will speak to PoPP to see if there is any funding. Cllr Fairhurst proposed that Cllr Ventham go ahead 

and look for sources of funding. The Clerk stressed that any such funding should not come out of the Precept. 

 

 

15.98.4 To consider nominations for the Village Award & Purbeck Volunteer of the Year Award  

 

Alison Bennett has contacted Cllr Ventham via Facebook and asked for the process of choosing the nominee 

to be more democratic. Cllr Benjafield suggested putting it out on Facebook and in the magazine. Perhaps get 

the vicar involved as well with some deadline dates and a process. The Clerk will draw up some very simple 

guidelines and a small group will be set up to consider the applications. The Village Awards will also be 

wound up in the same paper – anyone is free to nominate any volunteer at any time.  

 

 

15.98.5 To confirm the release of land for the school access road  

 

The Clerk reported that the Deed of Variation had been received. This covers the requirement for the Parish 

Council to allow the building of the school access road over our land but for it to be maintained by DCC. It 

was proposed by Cllr Ventham that the Deed is signed. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed 

unanimously. The Deed was signed in the presence of the meeting. 

 

Cllr Fairhurst reported that all the safety fencing has been put up along the line of the access road but a gap 

has been left for people to walk through. This would appear to defeat the object of the safety fencing. Cllr 

Bishop reported that, even those working on the site do not know the amended route of the footpath is 

supposed to go. The Clerk will speak to Colin Eversden as the path needs to be signed. In addition, the scrub 

left from the cutting needs sorting out as it is in the way of the new path.  

 

15.98.6 West Street 

 

The order for the lines will be advertised on 26
th
 November and by 4

th
 December the order will go live.  

 

15.99 Finance  

 

15.99.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments have been requested: 

 

 Anvil Grounds Maint  Souls Moor cut 15.09.15  1808     156.00 

 D Fairhurst   NeighbourCar expenses Oct ’15  1809       42.75 

 Bere Regis PCC  Grant re licensing of new vicar  1810     192.09 

 Anvil Grounds Maint  Souls Moor cut 15.10.15  1811     942.00 

 DC Pension Fund  November ’15 contribution  1812     182.86 

 B House   N/Car & Lunch Club expenses  1813   1054.50 

 HMRC    PAYE November ’15   1814       93.23 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFILED/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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 Bere Regis Scouts  Lunch Club hall hire   1815     189.00 

 A King    Lengthsman – October ’15  1816   1755.08 

 

Total amount payable by cheque = £4,607.51 

 

Cheap Printing   West St letters – 500   BACS4   100.00 

Cheap Printing   A4 certificates    BACS5       5.00 

P Saywell   NeighbourCar September’15  BACS6   123.97 

M Saywell   NeighbourCar September’15  BACS7     56.91 

Dorset Fencing   Chestnut posts for stream work  BACS8     75.00 

James Luxton   Domain renewal   BACS9     13.19 

Cheap Printing   Remembrance Day Service sheet BACS10    50.00 

I Ventham   Lunch Club – October ’15  BACS11    75.19 

A Crocker   Lunch Club – October’15  BACS12    52.29 

P Saywell   NeighbourCar – October’15  BACS13  120.60 

M Saywell   NeighbourCar – October’15  BACS14    80.08 

A Crocker   November wages + expenses  BACS15  791.12 

  

Total amount payable by BACS = £1,543.35 

 

The total amount payable from the Precept = £6,150.86 

 

The payments were proposed by Cllr Bishop and seconded by Cllr Fairhurst. The cheques and BACS payment 

sheets were signed by 2 councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

        

 

15.99.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts  

 

A copy of the reconciliation had been issued to members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made or queries raised. 

 

15.99.3 Comparison to budgets 

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were made or queries 

raised. 

 

15.99.4 To receive the accounts for the year ended 31
st
 March 2015  

 

The external audit has been completed and the auditors have raised the following points that now need to be 

addressed for future reference. 

 

- The annual return does not add up by £1 – this is to draw attention to minor errors. 

- The internal auditor made a number of recommendations in respect of the financial systems of the 

Council. The issues were discussed earlier in the year and it was felt that we could not alter the way we 

dealt with NeighbourCar scheme. Other recommendations have since been implemented. 

 

15.99.5 To consider items for the 2016/17 budget and arrange a Finance Working Party meeting  

 

Councillors are asked to consider any items within your specific responsibility for the coming year and to 

notify the Clerk of their requirements as soon as possible. 

 

The Finance Working Group consisting of Cllrs Ventham, Bennett, Wharf and the Clerk will meet on the 27
th
 

November to draft the budget for 2016/17. This will be put before members at the December meeting. 

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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15.100 Planning & Housing 

 

Cllr Wharf took no part in the following discussions.       

   

15.100.1 To consider planning applications  

 

6/2015/0589: Red Gables – storage for scaffolding equipment  

 

Cllr Bishop – if it is a residential property occupied by a tenant and there is some space left in a nearby 

industrial area – should they not be using that instead. See Sylvia Leonard’s notes on the planning application. 

The application is temporary and therefore does not require a change of use. Cllr Bishop suggests objecting as 

there is availability at the nearby industrial units. Cllr Bennett – depends on how frequently it is likely to be 

used i.e. leave in the morning return in the evening. Object – inappropriate for the area, noise, availability of a 

more appropriate site. Object – 5, support – 0 abstain - 3 

 

6/2015/0597: 54 West Street – new boundary wall, adjacent to Back Lane – retrospective permission.  

 

This application was not discussed by the PWP but brought to full council for open discussion.  

Cllr Pitcher – before the wall was built, he was contacted by several residents with objections should an 

application be submitted. Had the application been put in at the time, he would have objected. However, the 

wall was constructed and then an application submitted retrospectively. Cllr Ventham asked if the objection 

was to the height of the wall. If so this is a planning objection. Or is the objection due to the fact that the wall 

may not be on the resident’s land? We need to ascertain whether or not it is on the owner‘s land. Cllr Ventham 

suggested that we do not support this application pending PDC looking at the height of the wall and, if it is 

over 6’, then it is subject to planning consent and also looking at the legitimacy of their boundary wall. 

Building on someone else’s land is not a planning issue – it is a civil issue – but we should still note it. 

Highway’s issues include visibility splays and this will be included in the comment. This was seconded by 

Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. 

 

6/2015/0565: 42D West Street – Certificate of Lawfulness – use of property as residential dwelling 

 

PWP recommended no objection. 

 

6/2015/0658: 83 West Street – Replace e uPVC windows on 1
st
 floor with new softwood sash windows 

No objection 

 

No objection 

 

6/2015/0659: 83 West Street – Certificate of Lawfulness – use of 2 storey ext. as independent dwelling 83a – 

retain as built 

 

No objection 

 

 

15.100.2 To consider tree work applications 

 

TWA/2015/0182: Wessex Water – removal of hedgerows  

 

No objection 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Pitcher and seconded by Cllr Bishop that the recommendations of the PWP are 

accepted. This was agreed unanimously. 

  

 

 

    

ACTION: CLERK 
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15.101 Village Environment  
         

15.101.1 Open Spaces update  

 

Cllr Fairhurst – footpaths – he and the Clerk will be meeting on Friday 20
th

 to go through the forms received 

in respect of Chapel Path. 

 

Paths for the notice board to be discussed at the meeting on the 20
th
 and will be brought back to the December 

meeting.  

 

DWT have received a grant from the Environment Agency which will be used to pay for the gravel for the 

stream bed. The volunteer day went well although it was raining. A lot of the volunteers were newcomers to 

the village. 

 

Notice boards – Cllr Pitcher has spoken to Eddie Butterfield and has been assured that they will be completed 

before Christmas.  

 

Grazing – the Open Spaces working party met and discussed the grazing of the SSSI site. They recommend 

we carry on trying to find someone willing to put animals on the site, subject to certain caveats. The group 

will revisit the Management Plan and report back to Council with a proposal at the December meeting.  

 

Public notice board is in progress and Cllr Bates will have a draft for the December meeting. 

 

Exercise machines – we have open spaces that can be used so we can start thinking about introducing some of 

the kit around the stream. Cllr Pitcher will work with Cllr Fancy to progress this.  

 

15.101.2 Defects  -    Turnerspuddle fingerpost needs repairing 

- Rye Hill Road sign 

- Leaves on Elder Road – ask Purbeck if leaf sweeper could attend 

- Royal Oak and Elder Road – gulley needs clearing 

 

 

Cllr Benjafield pointed out that we have not had a Village Forum for over a year. Perhaps a more general 

Forum would encourage more people to attend. Perhaps one could be arranged for February 2016 – second 

Saturday in February at the Scout Hut? Topics for the agenda to be discussed at the December meeting.  

 

15.101.3 Old School Uses  

 

The surgery has formally stated that they will not be interested in looking at the site. We have some interest 

from smaller groups wanting somewhere to meet e.g. artists from Cyril Wood Court. Cllr Ventham proposed 

that he and Cllr Wharf go back to Peter Scarlett and say we do not want to keep the buildings but we would 

like to retain a space on the site for the possible development of a community facility and youth activities. Cllr 

Fancy stated her objection to losing the old school building which is noted. Cllr Ventham explained that the 

buildings would be very expensive to maintain or turn into another use. Cllr Bishop reported that there are on-

going maintenance issues and it would not be a cost effective building to keep.  

 

Cllr Ventham will speak to the Sports Club before meeting with Peter Scarlett.   

 

15.102 Police, Traffic and Roads  

 

PC Phil Murray reported that there are on-going issues regarding poaching in the area. Any suspect vehicles - 

please get a registration number and phone 101.  The Police will be attending the Lunch Club at the Scout Hut 

on the 19
th

 November for an information session. The question of dog knapping was raised. PC Murray 

reported that there have been no such incidents in our area. It is rumoured that a group of people are 

supposedly marking possible target properties with chalk, so be aware of any suspicious vehicles. Battersea 

Dogs Home was collecting in the village yesterday – they were bone fide. Cllr Ventham has spoken to the 

ACTION: CLERK 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Director of Funding for Battersea regarding collecting in villages after dark and they have agreed to look at 

their protocols. 

        

15.102.1 Winter Maintenance Plan  

 

A revised copy of the Plan had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fancy asked if 

it would be possible to have a grit bin for Green Close as there was quite a slope when vehicles are exiting. 

The Clerk will speak to Highways to see if this is possible. 

 

15.102.2 Community Speed Watch  

 

Cllr Bishop has now taken over the running of this scheme for the Parish Council.  

 

15.103 Community Liaison  

          

15.103.1 NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

A further 3 new clients have signed up for NeighbourCar. More drivers are needed. 

 

15.103.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club  

 

1 new member has joined this month. 

 

15.104 Children & Youth          

 

15.104.1 Banter Club Update  

 

Cllr Fancy had nothing to report but will be attending the group on the 13
th

 November. She would like to 

carry out a survey of those youths who do not join. Banter has become a youth club and obviously fulfils a 

need, but we are still left with the original issue in that there is a small group of youths who just want 

somewhere to go as opposed to something to join. 

 

15.105 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

No additional correspondence had been received. 

 

15.106 Public Relations  

 

- 90
th
 birthday beacon 

- Winter Maintenance Plan 

- Work on the Stream – Cllr Bates to send some details through 

- West Street yellow lines 

- Village awards 

 

15.107 Items for the December meeting 

 

Councillors are reminded to forward any items they wish included on the December agenda to the Clerk by the 

30
th
 November. 

 

15.108  Food Bank - Cllr Fancy reported that Morse’s have agreed to place a collecting box in the shop. The new vicar 

has asked to meet with the Parish Council to see how we can liaise on social/pastoral subjects  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed 21:10pm. The Parish Council then went it closed session 

and all members of the public were invited to leave. 

 

.  

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR FANCY 


