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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 9
TH

 

OCTOBER 2014 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS COMMENCING 7PM  
 
Present:   Cllrs B House, S Munnings, R Pitcher, S Griffin, P Wharf, B Benjafield and L Fairhurst 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:  Acting Insp Jane Mooney, PC Jon Stuart, and 4 members of the public 

 

14.82 Public Participation 

 

14.82.1 Judy Newton thanked the Parish Council on behalf of the Twinning Association for the £500 grant towards 

the Remembrance Day visit. Invitations were issued to all members for the events on the weekend on the 8
th

 

and 9
th

 November and a request for bed and breakfast accommodation was also made. A meeting was held a 

few days ago and it was reported that 16 representatives will be coming from Cerences, including the Mayor 

and the Fire Brigade. They will be bringing flags and their own wreaths to lay during the Remembrance Day 

service. 

 

14.82.2 Mark Newbould expressed concern regarding the planning application for the Drax Arms. He felt that the 

plans included within the application where in accurate and nothing was shown regarding the lay out of the 

new bar. Will the listed bar remain or will it be removed, will the general fabric of the interior remain? The 

drawing states “proposed sparkle” to bar area – what does this mean? He asked if members of the public were 

allowed to attend and speak at the Planning Board meetings. Cllr Wharf reported that, as yet, it was not known 

whether the application would be delegated or non-delegated. If it was delegated, then it would not go before 

the Planning Board.   

 

14.82.3 Alex Moore asked what stage we are at with regard to the skate park. Cllr Pitcher reported that he had spoken 

to Alex prior to the meeting and, at the moment, the common land swap is still being sorted out. Until this has 

been finalised, we cannot move forward with the project. Cllr Ventham explained the issue regarding the 

access road to the school over Souls Moor and that the land is registered Common Land. Cllr Pitcher 

suggested that, in the interim, perhaps the mobile skate park could be brought in for a few days over the 

holiday. WDDC do have one and we may be able to hire it. An item will also be put into the parish magazine 

explaining this.  The Clerk will find the contact details for the mobile skate park and pass them on to Cllr 

Pitcher for booking/checking availability. 

 

14.82.4 Jethro Loader raised a number of points regarding the Neighbourhood Plan: the explanation does not mention 

how many additional people or vehicles may come into the village should the quoted number of houses go 

ahead. The village is already very busy and he would like to see some sort of consideration for this in the plan. 

There is disparity of allocation of affordable housing throughout the village. There is a lack of knowledge 

regarding the SANG and the bund. There is also rumour of a bridge giving access to the northern side of the 

A35 but there is nothing on the plan. There is no access road to the area behind Back Lane shown on the plan 

although there are rumours of 2 potential routes. There is also some talk about the fire station being moved 

and freeing up the site for more houses but there was nothing to this effect on the plan. What is being done 

regarding the new plan that has not been done in the past? 

 

Cllr Ventham responded to the points raised: – on the status of the plan – previous plans have had no standing 

in law. Once this plan has been agreed by referendum, it becomes law and sits alongside the Planning Law 

that must be adhered to when the Planning Officers consider any application. Cllr Wharf stated that no plan 

has been rejected in the past – we do have a Parish Plan but this is something that can be taken as a guide. The 

Neighbourhood Plan will be set in law and will have to be adhered to by the local planning authority and must 

be in accordance with it. 

 

Fire Station move – this has been discussed. We are still at consultation stage and the Plan is in draft form. 

The moving of the fire station is in the draft plan but it is not in our power and so has not been written into the 

proposed housing numbers. Should it happen, any housing would be treated as windfall. 

 

Routes into Back Lane – 2 possible routes, either of which would be feasible but neither has been put forward 

as a definite. 

ACTION: CLERK/CLLR PITCHER 
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Bridge over the A35– we would very much like to have one but, due to cost, it would be very unlikely. 

 

Noise bund – Cllr Munnings explained that, with the possible location of the housing at Back Lane, the soil 

from the site could be used to form a bund rather than it being moved through the village. Will there be 

enough to be effective – we do not know. An economic disposal of the soil from the site is the expectation of 

the Plan, rather than the creation of an effective noise bund. Once planted with trees, it will assist with the 

noise reduction. 

 

Split in affordable housing – we are very much in the hands of the District Council. Cllr Wharf explained that 

the District Council had laid out a policy that any new development must have 40% affordable housing. If this 

is not the case, a demonstration of why this should not happen must be given by the parish council. The logic 

today is not to have estates but to mix the types of housing together.  

 

Once we have the landowners signed up, we will be in a position to put a much more detailed plan to the 

village but, until we have confirmation from the landowners, we cannot move forward. 

 

People and vehicle numbers – we are trying not to add any more parking on West Street and there will be 

parking allocation within the new developments. 160 new people would be quite likely with the proposed 70 

houses and this is needed to keep the village viable.  

 

The plans from the consultation will be going up on the web site immediately. 

 

14.82.5 Cllr Ventham welcomed PC Jon Stuart and SNT Sergeant and Acting Inspector Jane Mooney. Jon reported 

one attempted theft of a motor vehicle – unsuccessful. No other vehicles have been damaged in the village. No 

shed burglaries over the last 6 weeks. One theft from a motor vehicle in Bloxworth – diesel from a farm 

vehicle – and one burglary from a property. Some crime prevention advice was left for homes and sheds. A 

new system called Dorset Alert has now replaced the original system of e-mail alerts. Cllr Benjafield will sign 

up to the new system and then put anything of note on to the Facebook page.  

 

Cllr Ventham highlighted the fact that, on the old system, the advantage was the information could be copied 

and pasted on to the village Facebook page but with the new system, you cannot do this. Is there some way the 

text could be lifted off for dissemination. Cllr Benjafield will pick up on this and see if he can sort this out. 

 

In the last few weeks we have had some instances of some of the youngsters behaving in an intimidating 

fashion. Perhaps some physical Police presence would help. Jon has been given the task of setting up some 

youth interaction sessions and perhaps this could be linked via Banter. The Clerk will forward Jon the Banter 

details.  Cllr Benjafield said there was a tendency for people to go straight to Facebook rather than phone 101 

and they should be made more aware of this.  We do not have a lot of problems in the village other than some 

bored youngsters. 

 

Mark Newbold reminded members that not everyone in the village has access to the internet. 

 

14.83 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs T Bennett, T Bates and A Duncanson.  

 

Cllr Ventham informed members that Cllr Duncanson has submitted her resignation as she will shortly be 

moving out of the village. We thank her for all her hard work over the past few years and a formal letter of 

thanks will be sent out. 

 

14.84 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11
th

 September 2014 
 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr House proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed 

unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR VENTHAM 
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14.85 Matters arising from the minutes not covered by the agenda – for report only  

 

14.85.1 Cemetery shelter valuation – This has been done but not yet sent. Post meeting note: The valuation has been 

received and passed on to the insurers. 

 

14.85.2 Cemetery Records – Copying is still underway. 

 

14.85.3 Beacons at the zebra crossing - Now in place. Thanks are extended to Cllr Wharf. 

 

14.85.4 Village Forum – Cllr Ventham informed members that we had invited the PCC who had declined to attend 

personally but had said one of his assistants may be able to attend in his place. He will, however, be attending 

a seminar at Bovington School on the 4
th

 November. It was felt that, as one of the PCC’s roles is to engage 

with as many local people as possible, this was not good enough. A reply will be sent saying we are very 

disappointed and a copy will be sent to Cllr Wharf. 

 

14.85.5 Viking 101 – The Clerk e-mailed a request asking for details on how frequently they would anticipate visiting 

Bere, but no response has been received. The Clerk will chase. 

 

14.85.6 Souls Moor path upgrade – Details have been sent to two contractors but, if we are to go for Viridor funding, 

at least three quotes will be needed. The Clerk will contact some other contractors to see if they are willing to 

quote. In the meantime, one of those already invited to quote has said that they would not anticipate doing the 

work until March.  

 

14.85.7 Lengthsman – The current contract runs out at the end of March 2015 but we need to get the budget figures 

ready for November. A meeting is to be held on the 17
th

 October to go through the contract, after which it will 

be put out to tender. 

 

14.85.8 Flood Warden – Cllr Griffin reported that the main problem suffered in the village was highway run-off and 

the other forms of flooding, such as river banks being breached, did not apply.  

 

14.85.9 Winter Maintenance Plan – The grit bins have now been refilled. The existing Winter Maintenance Plan needs 

updating and reissuing. Cllr Griffin will go through the Plan and an amended one will be considered at the 

November meeting. 

 

 

14.86 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

A standing declaration of interest is held for Cllrs Bennett and Griffin in respect of any item relating to Dorset 

County Council as both are employees of the authority. No other interests were declared and no dispensations 

had been received. 

 

14.87 To receive the County and District Councillor’s report 

 

14.87.1 County Report – The Audit and Scrutiny Committee will be reviewing the issues regarding school meals next 

week. This will predominantly be a call to account to find out how things went so wrong. As part of the process 

Cllr Wharf wrote to Steve Battishill who has reported that things are getting better. However, certain questions 

need to be asked such as - was the contract properly let, where the risks identified, is there any systemic 

weakness in County Hall.  

 

Fire Authority – Cllr Wharf had attended a presentation today regarding the proposed merger with Somerset & 

Wiltshire.  

 

The ward boundaries are currently being reviewed. The ward of Egdon Heath, of which Bere Regis is part, is 

about to be changed dramatically and will lose Wool and gain Lytchett Matravers and Lytchett Minster. This 

does not have any effect on Bere Regis. We have 6 weeks to comment. Once confirmed, it will remain as it is 

for the next 20 years. It will remain a single member ward. Cllr Wharf requested the Parish Council respond 

saying they have no strong feeling either way about the change. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFIELD 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR GRIFFIN 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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14.87.2 District Report – The first meeting of the partial review committee has been held. Cllr Wharf is now chair of 

this committee. A Mr Ian Alexander is a non-voting member of the committee and represents Natural 

England, Purbeck. It was suggested he should be invited to a future meeting to discuss the proposed SANG in 

Bere Regis.  

 

` Winfrith UKAEA site - a bid has been submitted to the Local Enterprise Partnership for £1/2mill in order to 

try and rejuvenate the site. 

 

The Parish Council sponsored the village calendar and it is due to be printed tomorrow. 

 

New schools – Cllr Bates attended the Planning Board meeting and spoke on behalf of the Parish Council in 

favour of the school. 

 

Partial Review of the Local Plan – there will be two workshops held at the end of the month and it would be 

beneficial for a representative from the parish council to attend – Friday 24
th

 at 9am or Thursday 23
rd

 in the 

evening.  

 

14.88 Key topics 
 

14.88.1 Neighbourhood Plan progress update & review the Drax Estate response 

 

Cllrs Ventham and Fairhurst, together with the Clerk met with the agents of the owners of the Rye Hill/White 

Lovington land and it was very positive. We have been asked to put forward suggestions for use of the rest of 

the land that lies within the 400m heathland zone. It cannot be used for building houses on or for gardens but 

the land can be used for allotments, retirement homes etc and we need to have a think about this at some point 

in the future. 

 

The letter from Peter Dove, Trustee for the Drax Estate – The letter states 50 houses are to be built, this is 

clearly incorrect as the proposal is for 70 houses. In addition, he speaks of traffic problems on Rye Hill when 

the new school is built and parents drop the children there. This is clearly also incorrect. Cllr Ventham 

explained Peter Dove’s position within the various trusts of the Drax Estate. This makes things a little easier 

as it means we have only one person to deal with. A review of the letter then took place.  

 

The 120 houses may refer to a District proposal that took place some years ago and was voted out so did not 

go forward. There may be some confusion in that 120 does appear in the Core Strategy but this represents the 

requirement for the whole of North West Purbeck. The elected members of the parish council have spent a lot 

of time consulting with residents and even though the Estate may think the “town” can support more houses, 

this is not our view.  

 

Affordable housing – we have carried out a housing needs analysis and we may need to articulate this much 

better. On the housing register there are about 60 people expressing an interest in housing in Bere Regis but 

PDC have said that they are also likely to be on the list for other towns and villages in the Purbecks. When 

analysed, it comes down to about 13 people. Comments regarding the 40% affordable need to be sent to PDC 

for their response. 

 

Interdependency of sites – this is a very complicated process. Although the Drax Estate is concerned about 

this, the agent for the White Lovington site seems very happy with the proposal.  

 

Phasing – this is a valid argument. Worgret Road in Wareham is an example to offset this. Bere Regis is a 

very desirable location and it is felt that there will not be a problem with developers wanting the sites. 

 

Employment site – there will be no movement regarding the fire station as the Service will be busy dealing 

with the proposed merger for the next 2 or 3 years.  

 

Cllr Munnings reported that he had spoken to an agent in Dorchester who has a developer that has been trying 

to contact the Drax Estate regarding the employment site for the last 18 months and they are refusing to take 

his calls. 
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The old school site – if the land did come up for housing and we do not wish any development in the bottom 

field, then perhaps a linear development along Rye Hill Road could be considered. The questionnaire does ask 

for people’s views on how they would like to see the old school site developed. Once this is received and the 

responses known Cllr Wharf will be able to take the comments back to County. 

 

SANG – the parish council agrees with everything Mr Dove has written and suggests he talk to Natural 

England. In the meantime, we will arrange a meeting with Ian Alexander.  

 

The football field – if they are providing this for improved sporting facilities then these need to be taken into 

account and it is not right that Natural England should dismiss this. 

 

Cllr Ventham will produce a draft response to the Trustees and circulate. Cllr Wharf suggested inviting Anna 

Lee to a parish council meeting. 

 

Cllr Munnings suggested pushing on with the questionnaire in order to be able to refute some of the content of 

the letter. 

 

14.88.2 Village Forum – format 

 

Cllr Benjafield suggested this could be used for people to bring back any questions they may have before 

completing the questionnaire. Cllr Ventham suggested this should be picked up by the Joint Steering Group on 

Monday 13
th
. 

 

14.88.3 To consider the DAPTC AGM resolutions for 2014  

 

Chideock – It is understood that the proposer has no more time than the objector when speaking at a planning 

committee meeting. We cannot support this resolution. 

 

Bridport – We would counter-propose that the requirement for the annual parish meeting should only be 

removed if there is an alternative to take its place. Whilst members of the public are allowed to speak at the 

beginning of all council meetings, they are only permitted a fixed amount of time and are not permitted to 

speak once the formal business of the council has begun. If the parish meeting is to be removed, councils 

should be required to hold a meeting that is less formal, more interactive and not governed by the constraints 

of the normal meetings but where members of the public are able to view the annual accounts and then speak 

informally on any subject they wish that affects their community. 

 

 The Clerk will submit the appropriate responses.  

 

14.88.4 To consider a response to the Dorset Fire Authority Consultation 

 

 A copy of the questionnaire had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. 

 

Question 1- not qualified to answer this. Cllr Wharf informed the meeting that the proposals were not 

mutually exclusive and the Authority would consider any suggestion made. A merger Hampshire would mean 

a takeover as Hampshire is three times the size of Dorset, whilst Wiltshire & Swindon is of a similar size. 

 

Question 2 – we are not qualified to answer question 1 but any merger that reduces costs and maintains 

services must be considered. 

 

Question 3 – explains the costs but not reasons so, again not qualified. 

 

Question 4 – no idea. 

 

Question 6 – representative of a public body. 

 

 The Clerk will complete the on-line form and submit on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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14.89 Finance   

          

14.89.1 To approve the monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 BDO Ltd  External audit Y/e 31.03.14   1649    396.00 

 B House  NeighbourCar expenses to 30.09.14  1650    190.04 

 A King   Lengthsman – September 2014   1651  1943.35 

 I Ventham  September lunch club expenses   1652    188.00 

 James Loxton  Domain name renewal    1653      91.93 

 DAPTC  Clerk’s seminar 1/3
rd

    1654      17.00 

 A Crocker  Clerk’s wages & expenses – October  1655    741.22 

 HMRC   PAYE & NIC – October   1656    105.18 

 DCC Pension  Pension contributions – October   1657    179.29 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar mileage September 2014  1658      75.15 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar mileage to 29/9/14  1659      84.60 

 A Crocker  Lunch Club asset purchases   1660    228.21 

 

 The total amount payable from the Precept is £4,239.97. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Munnings, seconded by Cllr Pitcher and agreed unanimously that the payments are 

made. The cheques were signed by two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

14.89.2 To confirm asset register  

 

 This item will be moved to the November meeting. 

 

14.89.3 To confirm the reconciliation of accounts  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised. 

 

14.89.4 To review the position against budget  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments made or 

queries raised. 

 

14.89.5 To receive the accounts for the year ended 31
st
 March 2014 do a financial statement for next month. 

 

The Clerk reported that the accounts had now been finalised for the year ended 31
st
 March 2014.  Although 

there were no matters arising from the audit, it had been necessary to remove the total value set on the Elder 

Road land transfer and replace it with the nominal value of £1.00. This is because no monies had been paid for 

the land, it was a paper transaction. Unfortunately, in order to do so, the Accounting Statement had to be 

amended which meant an addition fee of £30 was added by BDO. It should be noted that the full value had 

been input in the first instance on the advice of the internal auditor. 

 

14.90 Planning & Housing  

 

14.90.1 To consider planning applications  

 

6/2014/0469 - Drax Arms – internal alterations, new entrance lobby 

 

Cllr Ventham reminded members of Mr Newbould’s concerns. Cllr Wharf explained that these are internal 

alterations and it is a listed building. As such, planning will not cover décor or movement of fittings. Members 

had no objections in principle to the application although it was felt that the drawings are uninformative and 

the lack of detail makes comment difficult.   
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14.90.2 To consider tree work applications 

 

There were no applications to consider. 

     

14.91 Environment & Facilities  

 

14.91.1 Open Spaces update  

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that the estimates for the new board walk are being sought. Some cutting has been 

undertaken on the nature reserve and on the 25
th

 October there will be a workshop on the stream management 

to which everyone is welcome. 

 

14.91.2 Play area update 

 

The Clerk reported that a quotation for a new slide had been received from Caloo Ltd. The full cost would be 

£3,267.50 which would include supply and installation of the slide. It was proposed by Cllr Pitcher, seconded 

by Cllr Griffin and agreed unanimously that the order is placed and the slide installed as soon as possible.  The 

Clerk will proceed with instruction the company appropriately.  

 

  

14.91.3 Information/direction boards  

 

It is envisaged that the boards would be in the car park and in the layby showing locations of key points in the 

village – toilets, pubs, shops, church, etc – Cllr Ventham proposed that Cllr Benjafield take this on and get a 

small group of people together to have a think about what should go on the boards. The group should consist 

of residents, other than Parish Councillors. Perhaps Julian Lightfoot should be approached as it is understood 

he has already done some work on this.    

 

14.91.4 Defects  

 

- The gully at Shitterton – see if we can get it concrete lined. Report via the PEM system but also to 

Steve Mepham. Post meeting note – this has been reported via PEM and the reference is 1025771.  

- Synergy trees – the cherry trees are overgrowing nearby gardens and the Monterey pine has become 

so large, it is overpowering the rest of the site. The Clerk will check to see if any of the trees have 

TPOs on them and then ask Synergy to arrange to have them cut back. 

- Hedge opposite cress beds is growing out across the pavement. The Clerk will contact Doreen at 

Vitacress to ask if they will arrange to have the hedge cut.  

- The gutter between the Royal Oak and Church Cottages is becoming overgrown with weeds. The 

Clerk will arrange for the Lengthsman to clear the area.   

 

14.92 Police, Traffic and Roads  

 

Winter Maintenance Plan – already discussed.   

 

14.93 Community Liaison  

         

14.93.1 NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

Nothing to report all going well. 

 

14.93.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club  

 

Continues to be very popular 

 

14.93.3 Remembrance Sunday  

 

Everyone is very welcome to come along and join in on the parade. A reminder will be sent out once the 

timings are finalised. 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFIELD 
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14.94 Children & Youth  

 

14.94.1 Banter Group update  

 

Cllr Duncanson had earlier sent the Clerk an e-mail with a brief report regarding the group.   

 

During the past month, the Banter evenings have been well attended. Four new volunteers have been recruited 

and the appropriate checks are taking place. Jon Parker has created a Banter web site which, it is hoped, will 

be an advantage to the members and anyone interested in Banter. The address is www.banter.org.uk. A 

donation of £50 has been received from Linda Lamont following the auction of a signed hoodie donated by 

Brian May and Save Me. The first AGM will be held on Thursday 16
th

 October at 7.15pm in the Lower Drax 

Hall to which the Parish Council is invited. 

 

Cllr Duncanson has offered to continue  to support Banter as a volunteer and will be happy to provide a 

monthly report for the Parish Council until such time as a replacement councillor is appointed. Our thanks are 

extended to Cllr Duncanson for her work with the group since its inception.  

 

14.95 Correspondence received since the agenda was set and meetings attended 

 

A list of all correspondence received had been issued to members prior to the start of the meeting. There were 

no comments to be made. 

 

14.96 Public Relations 

- Neighbourhood Plan Drax response 

- Village forum 

- New slide 

- Remembrance day 

- NeighbourCar and Salt & Pepper 

 

14.97 Items for the November meeting 

 

Members are reminded to send information to the Clerk before the 31
st
 October for any item to be included on 

the agenda. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed 21.05pm 

http://www.banter.org.uk/

