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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 12
TH

 

SEPTEMBER, 2013 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 

7PM. 

 

 

Present: Cllrs R Pitcher  C Maunder  S Munnings  A Duncanson  

  L Alderman  B House 

  County & District Cllr P Wharf 

 

Chair:  Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:  Mrs A Crocker 

 

In attendance: 7 members of the public. 

 

The Chairman introduced the first guest speaker – Steve Tapscott, PDC to talk about the settlement 

boundary review, affordable housing and the Local Plan. 

 

Partial Review of Local Plan – The plan was adopted last year but the Government Inspector was not 

convinced that PDC were looking for a high enough housing growth. With this in mind, PDC were told to go 

back and reconsider additional groupings. At the moment it is not known if there is any additional housing 

needed. The Purbecks is one of the highest designated areas in the country and it is current policy that any 

new housing must not have any impact on the habitats. PDC are currently in contact with the Minister to 

determine which Plan would take precedence – the Neighbourhood Plan or the Local Plan if determined at a 

later date. 

 

Settlement Boundaries – The boundaries are currently being reviewed across the whole district. Members 

were asked to consider the existing boundary and how they felt it should be amended, if at all. Houses, 

businesses and anything with a social function that relates to the other buildings in the settlement should be 

within the settlement boundary. If large gardens are included within the boundary, they could be built on at a 

later date.  

Some thoughts were: 

- Tower Hill and properties at the end of Snow Hill – the properties are currently outside the 

settlement boundary but should be included within it. 

- Rye Hill Close is also excluded but could be included, gardens for the houses backing on to the 

cemetery, car park and play area (but mark it as protected). 

- Shitterton – stop before the converted farm buildings at the end.  

- The Old Mill and associated houses – include the houses but exclude the Old Mill. Cllr Ventham 

commented that, although Shitterton is currently outside the development boundary, there has been 

considerable development permitted there. Why is this? It may be that this is historical.  

Cllr Wharf asked if Central Government were going after all councils whose Local Plans have been 

accepted, with a view to adding more houses. In addition, it was his understanding from a recent conference, 

that the Neighbourhood Plan takes precedence over revised Local Plans.  

 

Affordable Housing – 2 significant changes: 

- Historically there were rural exception sites – permissible development outside the development 

boundary for affordable housing only. Under the new scheme, a small element of market housing 

will be allowed on these sites where it will facilitate a significant amount of affordable homes. If 

there are any sites on the periphery of the village, they could be considered for this purpose but there 

must be a proven need for the exception site.  

- The second change is that self-build rural exception sites will be permitted. This allows households 

on the Council’s housing register to build their own rural exception site. The applicant can build the 

property themselves or use employed labour. It can be a single plot or a group of plots and the homes 

can be up to 100sqm in size. Such properties will be kept affordable in perpetuity via a legal 

agreement and the resale price is calculated as a percentage of the prevailing market value. 
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Further information regarding the three topics is available on request. 

 

In April 2014, the Community Infrastructure Levy comes in and the parish councils will be eligible for up to 

15% of this or 25% if the council has a Neighbourhood Plan in place. 

 

PCSO Iain Leslie was unable to attend the meeting but had met with the Chairman, Cllr Alderman and the 

Clerk earlier. (See note 13.88.1)   

13.78 Public Participation  
 

13.78.1 Play Park  - Thanks were extended regarding the new play park. However, there were three dogs tied 

up inside the park recently. Cllr Pitcher responded saying that there should not be any dogs allowed 

in the park and there is a sign to that effect on the gate.  

 

13.78.2 A35 eastbound – A request was made for some road markings to be drawn where the traffic merges 

from two lanes into one. There are often accidents at this point in the road and it is recorded as the 

10
th

 most dangerous junction in the UK.  Post meeting note: There are merge arrows on the road 

surface, but the Clerk will check with the Highways Agency to see if is possible to put something 

more substantial in place. 

 

13.78.3 Community Transport Scheme - Cllr Wharf reported that Sue Warr from PoPP has attended various 

parish council meetings regarding volunteer transport schemes. She has also written to Cllr David 

Coates, Dorset Passenger Transport, DCC, saying that cutting off the service to Poole would result in 

severe rural isolation and she would very much like DCC to consider one bus going into Poole and 

one returning in the evening. All Parish Councils are requested to write and back this suggestion. 

Bere Regis has already done so via a letter to Spencer Flower, Leader of Council, DCC on 14
th
 

August.  The Chairman read the letter to the meeting and went on to explain the Community Bus 

Service proposal and the Volunteer Driver Scheme.  

 Briantspuddle have expressed an interest in joining the Bere Regis Volunteer Driver Scheme once it 

is up and running and a request was made for people who would be willing to act as volunteer drivers 

to submit their names to either Cllr Alderman or the Clerk.  

 Cllr Alderman then gave a review of where we at the moment with the Community Bus Scheme and 

explained that PoPP will be submitting an application on our behalf.  

 

13.79 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Report  
 

13.79.1 County Council Report 

 

- New School meeting – This will take place on the 13
th

 September, 11am. It is a private meeting and 

only Cllr Wharf is permitted to attend, although he did ask if Cllr Munnings was permitted to attend 

but this was refused. He will report the outcome in due course. 

 

- Communications – This refers to correspondence received by DCC. The protocol states that officers 

must give a substantive response to e-mails within 5 days and to letters within 10 days. 

Unfortunately, no definition of “substantive response” was given and it may be covered by a holding 

letter.  

 

13.79.2 District Council Report 

  

- PDC is still in negotiation with East Dorset and Christchurch regarding the amalgamation and the 

business case is still being formulated. 

 

- Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Wharf has sent an e-mail to the District Council following a recent 

conference, setting out what the District should be doing to assist the parish councils. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 
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- Briantspuddle settlement boundary – The Briantspuddle Parish Council have requested a letter from 

Bere Regis Parish Council confirming our consent to the proposal to transfer Weatherby House from 

this parish to theirs. Although the various letters were submitted to PDC in May 2013, the Clerk will 

send the requested letter to Briantspuddle, together with a map of the boundary. 

 

 

- PDC – economic development. Is there anything PDC could do to assist the economic growth of the 

community? Cllr Ventham suggested offering some money in support of the Business Support Group 

or putting up some brown signs advertising the village centre. 

 

13.80 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 Apologies had been received from Cllr T Maunder. 

 

13.81 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 8
th

 August 2013  
 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Munnings 

proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr 

Duncanson and agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of 

the meeting. 

 

13.82 Matters arising from the minutes, not covered by the agenda  
 

13.82.1 Raglan hedge – This has now been cut. 

 

13.82.2 Community Governance Review – Stroud Bridge – The paperwork has been returned to PDC and 

we await a formal response from them. 

 

13.82.3 Photographs – This will be put forward to the October meeting. 

 

13.82.4 Yellow Lines in West Street – No further response. The Clerk will follow up. 

 

 

13.82.5 Tower Hill – The hedge has been cut but the landowner must now deal with the height of the hedge 

– the highway is clear and this now becomes a civil matter. The Parish Council has done everything 

they can and will now need to step back. 

 

13.82.6 Tilhill – A request will be submitted, asking Tilhill to flail cut the lower part of the site. The Clerk 

will liaise with Cllr Pitcher and Graham Preece to organise a suitable time. Post meeting note: The 

Clerk met with a representative from Tilhill on the 24
th

 September. They will check the area on 

Friday 27
th

 and let the Clerk know what day they are planning to start the work. A letter will then be 

issued to all the properties backing on to the site, telling them that the work is about to start and 

explaining what is going to be done. 

 

13.83 Key Topics  
 

13.83.1 To consider the proposed response to the bus service review  

 

 Following last month’s meeting, a letter had been sent to Spencer Flower, Leader of Council DCC. A 

formal acknowledgement has been received but nothing further. The Cabinet is due to meet and 

discuss this on the 16
th

 October and Cllr Wharf will report their response in due course. 

 

13.83.2 To review Responsibilities Paper  

 

 This will be put forward to the October meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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13.83.3 Public Consultation – moving the North Street barrier  

 

 Cllr Fairhurst reported that this was part of the ideas regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and this 

could be dealt with under the Village Forum.  

 

13.83.4 Village Forum – Saturday 19
th

 October 2013  

 

 A Forum had not been held last year as there was a significant amount of consultation with the 

village. However, several members would be away on the 19
th

, so it was agreed that the date should 

be changed to Saturday 26
th

 October.  

 The agenda would include the Neighbourhood Plan; Community Transport Scheme; Play Park and 

proposed Skate Park. Coffee and biscuits on arrival – soup at the end. A flier will be drawn up and 

will be distributed to every household in the village. 

 

13.83.5 Neighbourhood Plan  

 

 Cllr Ventham informed members that the Steering Group had met and produced the core of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting and it 

was suggested that this could go out to every household before the Village Forum and include the 

plan. It is crucial that all councillors read this document and respond before it goes to print.  

 In the meantime, the Steering Group will meet again and finalise the plan. Post meeting note; this has 

been done and the map taken to PDC who have offered to reprint it and produce various sized 

copies. 

 

13.84 Finance  
 

13.84.1 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 AM Edwards   Path clearance 9-11/7/13   1525    250.00 

 Play Inspection Co  Annual inspection    1526      71.94 

 BDO    Audit fee ye 31/3/13    1527    480.00 

 Dorset Business Hub  Fliers – village promotional leaflet  1528    200.00 

 A King    Lengthsman duties – August 2013  1529  1539.59 

 DAPTC   Good Councillors Guide   1530      37.50 

 BWBSL   50% cemetery water rates   1531      75.00 

 Mrs A Crocker  September wages + expenses   1532    900.36 

 HMRC    PAYE & NIC – September 2013  1533    106.70 

 K Florek   Cemetery cutting – August 2013  1534    490.00 

 

 The total amount requested from the Precept is £4,151.09. The payments were proposed by Cllr 

Fairhurst, seconded by Cllr Alderman and agreed unanimously. The cheques were signed by two 

councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

13.84.2 To confirm reconciliation of accounts  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

13.84.3 To review the position against budget to date  

 

 A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 
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13.84.4 To receive completion of audited accounts for the ye 31
st
 March 2013  

 

 The Clerk reported that the accounts had now been finalised and returned from the auditors BDO 

Stoy. There were no matters raised by the auditors and the accounts had been signed off. 

 

13.85 Planning & Housing 
 

13.85.1 Planning Applications:  

 

 6/2013/0443 Trigon House – solar farm comprising arrays and ancillary plant. 

 

 This is for a neighbouring parish and the PWP recommended no objections. 

 

 Wessex Water supply link from Salisbury – It is not possible to comment as we do not know what 

will be happening within the village. The Clerk has been in touch with Bruton Knowles, the 

contractor, who have said that the scheme around Bere Regis is still in the designing stages and no 

planning application has been submitted yet. When the complete details are known for this part of the 

scheme, there will be an opportunity for further discussion with the designers and Wessex Water and 

they will be happy to send a representative to a Parish Council meeting. 

 

13.85.2 Tree Work Applications:  

 

 34 West Street – Silver Birch – reduce height by 2-3m 

 

 The PWP recommend no objection. 

 

 It was proposed by Cllr Alderman, seconded by Cllr C Maunder and agreed unanimously that the 

recommendations are accepted. 

 

13.86 To consider the usefulness of the DAPTC communications  
 

 The Clerk reported that a request had been received from the DAPTC regarding the effectiveness of 

the newsletters and circulars sent out each month.  Members were asked for their opinion of them 

and most admitted they did not read the full circular but only the pieces the Clerk referred them to in 

the covering e-mail. However, the Clerk said that she found them very useful.   

 

13.87 Village Environment  
 

13.87.1 Business Support Group  

 

 Members had all been sent an e-mail showing the draft leaflet listing all the businesses that are in the 

parish. The leaflet has been sponsored by the Dorset Golf & Country Club who have paid for the 

printing of the flier and have offered free golf lessons to the members of Banter. It is intended that 

with will be issued to every property in the parish, together with a flier from the Golf Club. It was 

suggested that the Bere Regis crest should also be included on the front page and a contact number, 

“sponsored by” and “produced by” should also be added at the foot of the last page. 

 There will be another leaflet printed along the same lines that will be given to local attractions. The 

distribution will be undertaken by FoBRS  and thanks are extended to them for doing this. 

 

13.87.2 Rights of Way  

 

 We have now received £2,700.00 from DCC for use in clearing footpaths. Cllr Fairhurst has a list of 

paths that we have taken over. A thank you letter should be sent to Rights of Way for their help. 

 

 ACTION: CLERK 
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13.87.2 Defects  

   

 No defects were given. 

 

13.88 Police, Traffic, Public Transport and Roads  
 

13.88.1 Community Speed Watch  

 

 Cllr Ventham reported that an application had been sent to Dorset Police in July which appears to 

have got lost in the system and the PCSO who runs the scheme never received it. In the meantime, 

Mr Jon Parker submitted an application and held a meeting with CARS on the 30th August. We 

would like to have a Parish Council led Speed Watch Scheme and would much prefer Mr Parker’s 

group to come into the Parish Council scheme. Mr Parker was asked if he would be willing to do so 

but declined. 

 

 Cllrs Ventham and Alderman, together with the Clerk had met with PCSO Leslie and PC Jon Stuart 

to discuss a Parish Council led scheme and Cllr Alderman outlined how the scheme would operate. 

The scheme could commence with a minimum of 6 volunteers and a maximum of 20. Cllr Ventham 

asked Mr Jon Parker if he would like to be a volunteer with the Parish Council group, but he 

declined. It is necessary to have at least one co-ordinator for the Speed Watch Team and it was 

agreed that this would be the Clerk. Each member of the scheme would be PNC checked and, once 

all the checks had been confirmed, full training would be given. As the scheme would be overseen by 

the Parish Council, members would be covered by the Council’s Liability Insurance. 6 names were 

put forward at the meeting and the Clerk will complete the form and PC Jon Stuart will collect it.  

Post meeting note: The forms were completed and collected by PC Stuart on 14
th

 September. 

 

13.88.2 Community Transport Scheme  

 

 Cllrs Ventham and Alderman, together with the Clerk, Lynn Simmonds, John Scott and Danny Green 

met with Erica Pretty of PoPP to look at a way forward for setting up a community transport and 

volunteer driver scheme. Funding up to £2,000 is available to assist in setting up the scheme and 

Erica will complete the application form on our behalf.   

 

Cllr Alderman will act as co-ordinator for the scheme and outlined the possibilities discussed at the 

meeting (notes from the meeting are attached). It will be necessary to carry out some market research 

in order to determine demand and this will be the key topic at the Village Forum. 

 

 Cllr Wharf will raise this is at Cabinet and see if he can get some subsidy from DCC. 

 

13.89 Children & Youth  
 

13.89.1 Play area & general update  

 

 Cllr Pitcher reported that the trampoline will be purchased by the Parish Council.  

 The play park has been cut by the Lengthsman and the fence will now be replaced – quotes will be 

required. 

 Fund raising is on–going. 

 

13.89.2 Banter Group update  

 

 Cllr Duncanson reported that Banter has been running for a few weeks and is starting to become a 

regular event. However the founder members have had to relinquish their lead. A committee meeting 

was held and Steve Syrett was voted as the new Chairman.  There are between 12 and 19 teenagers 

attending each week and there is a small but very committed band of volunteers who oversee the 

group each week. More volunteers are needed and there will be an open invite on the coming Friday 

ACTION: CLERK 



Bere Regis Parish Council – Minutes 2013/14 Page 7 
 

evening for anyone who would like to have a look around and see if they would like to get involved. 

Our thanks are extended to Steve for taking on the role of Chairman. Cllr Wharf reported that there is 

some money available for youth provision from DCC. He also suggested that they put in a request for 

the tank to be brought to the village for the children to see and play on. 

 

13.89.3Souls Moor 

 

 Cllr Pitcher met with Tony Bates and a full report is available. Dog mess continues to be a problem. 

Cllr Wharf will challenge the fact that bins have to be located next to a public footpath. Ideally, a bin 

needs to be positioned about 50yards from the road on Souls Moor. Once Cllr Wharf confirms that it 

will be emptied, the Clerk will arrange for a bin to installed. 

 

 

 The stream has recently been cleared by contractors, instructed by PDC. Unfortunately, it appears to 

have been cleared with little regard for the wildlife inhabiting the weed or the river. Tony Bates will 

bring this to the attention of the Dorset Wildlife Trust who will take it up with the Environment 

Agency. The Clerk will find out who did it and report to Cllr Wharf.  

 

  

Tony Bates reported via Cllr Pitcher that the Wildlife Group would like an arable strip left up behind 

Egdon Close. The request will be put to Tilhill.  

 

13.90 Community Liaison  
 

 Saturday 28
th

 September – Dr May’s tree planting ceremony. The Clerk will speak to Tilhill to find 

out what the arrangements are.  

   

13.91 Correspondence Received and meetings attended  
 

 A list of all correspondence received since the last meeting had been issued to all members. There 

were no further items to add and no comments were made.  

 

13.92 Communications  
 

 Items to be included in the Parish Magazine: 

- Buses/community transport / volunteer drivers/ cabinet meeting – clllr 

wharf will be talking to county and taking to  

- Village forum – date and agenda 

- Business leaflet  

- Community Speed Watch Scheme 

 

Big Breakfast this weekend – Cllr Alderman will address those present regarding the Community 

Transport and Volunteer Driver Schemes and the Community Speed Watch. 

 

13.93 Items for the October meeting  
 

  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:15  pm 

 

 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF/CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF/CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 


