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MINUTES OF THE BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11
TH

 

SEPTEMBER, 2014 AT THE DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 

7PM  
 

Present: Cllrs  B House, A Duncanson, T Bates, B Benjafield, P Wharf, L Fairhurst, T Bennett,  

   R Pitcher, S Griffin 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

In attendance:  2 member of the public, PCSOs Jake Williams and Aaron Sherlock 

 

Guest speaker has sent apologies and may come to a later meeting 

 

14.66 Public Participation  
 

Janette Woodhouse from the Royal Oak informed the meeting that she will be taking over the post 

office. It will stay in the same place and all that remains is for the contract to be signed. It is hoped that 

there will be 2 part-time employees and something will be included in the parish magazine. Apart from 

the concern expressed by the Parish Council, there was no-one interested in taking it on. It will change 

slightly and this will go out to public consultation in the next 2 weeks. Under the new Post Office 

guidelines, the layout will include one counter only and the “cage” will be removed. The opening 

hours will remain the same. Our thanks are extended to Janette for taking this on and keeping a 

valuable village facility going. 

 

14.67 To receive apologies for absence  
 

 No apologies had been received.  

 

14.68 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 14
th

 August 2014 

 

A copy of the minutes had been given to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fairhurst proposed 

them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Duncanson and 

agreed unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman in the presence of the meeting. 

 

14.69 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

Cemetery shelter valuation – postpone to October meeting. 

 

Cemetery records – 3 books have been passed for Cllr Benjafield and will be copied as and when possible – 

possibly early September. 

 

Beacons at the zebra crossing – Cllr Wharf will speak to Andrew Brown and the Clerk will send a follow up 

e-mail. 

 

The Village Pound – the Land Registry have this as being owned by the Drax Estate. Judy Newton said that 

she is very happy to garden it as has happened for the past 40 years. It was handed on to her on the 

understanding that it would be kept tidy. The Parish Council have overseen the site for the last 37 years and 

would be happy to challenge it should the Estate ever come back. 

 

Rights of Way – The Clerk and Cllr Ventham will liaise regarding the path crossing Mrs Debenham’s land. 

 

PCSOs handed out the Community Speed Watch Policy papers. Aaron will speak to Claire Jephcott and 

organise a date for a training session. 

 

ACTION: CLLR MUNNINGS 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFIELD 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF 
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Luke has looked at crimes in the village during the period June, July and August covering burglary, violence 

against the person, and theft from person/vehicle. Last year for the same period, there were 11 crimes, this 

year there were 16 due to criminal damage being up by 2, violence against the person up by 4 and shed break-

ins down by 2. Criminal damage referred to the 3 cars that were keyed recently – it is unlikely that the 

perpetrator will be caught but patrols through the village have been increased. Violence against the person – 

includes domestic violence and this accounted for the increase. The message from the Police is, as usual, 

secure sheds and garages, do not leave valuables in the car and leave the glove compartment open when 

parking in rural areas.  

 

If someone telephones 101 when they see someone keying a car, for example, unless there is some tangible 

evidence such as CCTV, there is not a lot the Police can do.  

 

Overall, we live in a safe area. 

 

PACT panel – Ian Woodward will be leaving in October and it is hoped that it will be started up again. 

 

14.70 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensation requests received. 

 

A standing declaration of interest is held for Cllrs Bennett and Griffin in respect of any item relating to Dorset 

County Council as both are employees of the authority. Cllrs Wharf and Benjafield declared an interest in 

item 7 in respect of the Village Calendar.  

 

14.71 To receive the County & District Councillor’s Reports 

 

14.71.1 County & District Councillor’s Report  

 

District – The review of the Local Plan has begun and a sub-committee, on which Cllr Wharf sits, has been set 

up. 

 

At the last council meeting a further £90k was allocated for broad band funding. The Coalition has decided 

they would like greater coverage in rural areas and, although this money will be committed before next May, 

the areas that will benefit from the additional funding are not yet known. It is hoped that it will take coverage 

up to 92%. 

 

The District Council elections take place next year at which point Bere Regis will remain a single member 

ward and will no longer include Bloxworth. 

 

The Planning Board will be meeting on the 24
th

 September at 10.30am and will be discussing the new school 

proposal. Cllr Bates will attend on behalf of the Parish Council and speak in favour of the application. He will 

confirm that he is able to attend and the Clerk will book him in.  

 

 County - Nothing to report as August is always a quiet month at County. 

 

14.72 Key Topics 

 

14.72.1 Neighbourhood Plan update and public consultation 

 

A meeting was held on the 28
th

 August with the Trustees of the Drax Estate. It was a worthwhile meeting 

commencing with a brief presentation from Anna Lee of PDC about the Core Strategy and followed by a 

presentation relating to the Neighbourhood Plan. The Drax Estate were unable to tell us if they could come on 

board in principle without going back to the principles. They have said they will come back in a day or two 

with a date by when they would be able to give their opinion. Until they come forward, we do not have a 

viable Neighbourhood Plan. However, as we have committed to some dates for consultation, we will continue 

and say what we are proposing but not go ahead with the questionnaire. Cllr Wharf reported that there is a 

precedent relating to the level of CIL if the developer does not think a development is viable.  
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The Drax Estate has not yet put their sites into the SHLAA register and the deadline is this Friday. Cllr 

Ventham will chase Jason Bowerman. In the meantime, DCC have submitted the old school site as a SHLAA 

site for housing. Post meeting note: The Drax Estate have now submitted their SHLAA sites. 

 

Cllr Ventham gave a brief presentation of what may be used for the public information evening on the 20
th

 and 

23
rd

 September. Some discussion took place regarding the % on the housing tenure slide and it was suggested 

that the %s quoted are removed and left as “a mix of”. The presentation will be made up onto boards and the 

last draft of the Neighbourhood Plan will be issued. A2 size posters for the boards. Cllr Benjafield will liaise 

with Cllr Ventham regarding the content of the posters. Post meeting note: It felt that the draft Neighbourhood 

Plan will have changed so much now that a complete reworking would be necessary. Instead, the Policies will 

be reproduced and made available for the event. 

 

 

14.72.2New School update  

 

There was nothing additional to report on the school. With regard to the access road; there have been 

various e-mails with DWT regarding the exchange of the land. This has now been sorted out. It is 

now known that the odd piece of land is owned by a housing trust but the project manager is 

concerned that, if we introduce the owner of another bit of land, it will make the transfer of the 

common land even more complicated and may set things back several months. It has been agreed 

that we will proceed with the suggested route of the access road but, if there is an opportunity to 

pursue the de-registration of the small piece of land, then it will be looked at but it will not be 

allowed to hold up the process at the moment. 

 

Vikki Mayo will be asked if she will be available for the presentation days to present the new school 

plans. 

 

14.72.3 Village Forum 

 

A date has not been fixed as we were waiting for a response from the PCC but, as yet, he has not 

responded. It was suggested that this event should be dropped back until November. The Clerk will 

look for a date in November and continue to try and get a response from the PCC. 

 

  

14.72.4 To adopt the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations as set out by PDC  

 

A copy of the Policy and Protocol document and the amendment to the Standing Orders had been 

issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. It was proposed by Cllr Wharf that both are 

adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will amend the 

Standing Orders and re-issue them to all members. The Policy will be added to the web site. 

 

 

14.72.5 To consider an Emergency Flood Strategy & elect a Flood Officer  

 

The Clerk explained that the Environment Agency is recruiting Flood Wardens, for which full 

training will be given. Cllr Griffin has volunteered to take on the role and the Clerk will forward the 

necessary information to him. 

 
14.73 Finance           

 

14.73.1To consider a grant for the Twinning Association   

 

Cllr Ventham read out the application form, a copy of which had been issued to all members prior to 

the start of the meeting. Judy Newton explained that although they do have some funds in the 

account, this is now proving so popular that there is not enough money to provide the visitors with 

meals. A large delegation of 24 people from Cerences has been invited to take part in our 

ACTION: CLLRS VENTHAM/BENJAFIELD 

ACTION: CLLR VENTHAM 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Remembrance Day Commemorations and it is estimated that the additional costs will be in the order 

of £500. 

 

Cllr Wharf declared an interest as a member of the Twinning Group. Cllr Pitcher proposed that, as 

this was a benefit to the whole village, the full £500 should be given. This was seconded by Cllr 

Fairhurst and agreed unanimously. It is noted that this is a one off special event due to the WWI 

Commemorations and the links with Parish and the Parish Council would not normally give funds of 

this order to a group. 

 

Cllr Pitcher asked if were possible to have members of the Armed Forces in Bovington attend the 

Remembrance Day celebrations. Cllr Wharf will speak to his contacts at the camp but it is known 

that they will be holding their own commemorations and service and all personnel have been told 

they will be expected to attend. 

 

14.73.2 To consider a grant for the Viking 101 project   

 

Cllr Wharf declared an interest as a trustee of the Bovington Youth Club. A request for a donation 

had been received from the group and members felt that, when the bus was running, it had proved 

very popular with the village youth. It had not been seen for several years and it is understood that 

the vehicle had been experiencing some engine trouble last year, which has now been rectified. Any 

monies donated would be used to operate the vehicle as the staffing is funded by DCC. Cllr 

Duncanson felt this might be done in conjunction with Banter and may have some sort of stabilising 

effect with the village youth. Cllr Benjafield suggested a night other than a Friday night. A letter will 

be sent back to the group asking when and how frequently they anticipate visiting Bere Regis and we 

will consider the size of the grant, based on this information. 

  

14.73.3 To approve monthly expenditure  

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar mileage 10/7-28/8   1636    153.90 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar mileage 5/7 – 30/8/14   1637    131.40 

 A King   Lengthsman – August     1638  1818.98 

 DAPTC  Social media seminar     1639      10.00 

 BWBSL  Cemetery stand pipe – 2
nd

 payment   1640      77.00 

 Mrs A Crocker September wages + expenses    1641    781.78 

 DC Pension Fund September pension contribution   1642    179.29 

 HM Revenue  September PAYE & NIC    1643    105.18 

 Info Commissioner Data protection annual fee    1644      35.00 

 Cheap Printing 2015 Village Calendars    1645  1000.00 

 Cheap Printing WWI Coronel posters/tickets    1646      19.50 

 K Florek  Cemetery grass cutting – August   1647    170.00  

   

 The total amount payable from the Precept is £4,482.03 

 

Cllr Bennett raised concern over the amount of hours the Lengthsman has claimed on the repair of 

the fence - 92 hours for August and 72 hours in July. It was felt that 150 hours to put up the fence is 

excessive. Cllr Fairhurst reported that we had made the decision for the Lengthsman to do the work 

on this occasion but we should be putting such items out to tender in the future. In addition, there is 

an item on the invoice for the maintenance of tools which should not be included as he is a contractor 

and responsible for his own tools. 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLLR WHARF 

ACTION: CLERK 
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It was proposed by Cllr Munnings, seconded by Cllr Fairhurst and agreed unanimously that the 

payments are made. The cheques were signed by two councillors in the presence of the meeting. 

 

 

14.73.4To confirm reconciliation of accounts  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

14.73.5 To Review position against budget  

 

A copy had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. There were no comments 

made or queries raised. 

 

14.73.6To receive completion of audited accounts for the y/e 31.03.14  

 

The finalised accounts have still not been received from the auditors. This item will go forward to 

October. 

 
14.74 Planning & Housing  

         

6/2014/0416: 3 Southbrook – erect first floor extension over existing single storey extension 

 

The PWP recommended no objections to this application. 

 

6/2014/0437: Bere Regis Primary School, off Southbrook – erect new school & pre-school in field at end of 

Egdon Close & construct new access drive along Souls Moor 

 

The PWP recommended no objections but raised the following observations: 

- Thought should be given to providing a parking lay-by in Elder Road for a drop off point for 

parents to walk children along the footpath to the school 

- The proposed drive takes a chunk out of the fenced nature reserve and the PWP feel efforts should 

be redoubled to trace ownership of this piece of “no-man’s land” so the drive-way can be 

straightened. This point had already been raised by Cllr Ventham so will be omitted from the 

response. 

 

Tree works: 

 

There were no trees works submitted. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Munnings, seconded by Cllr Griffin and agreed unanimously that the recommendations 

of the PWP are accepted. 

 

14.75 Environment & Facilities  

 

14.75.1 Open Spaces update  

 

Cllr Pitcher reported that the Souls Moor boardwalk and path upgrade specifications have been drawn up and 

they will be passed to the Clerk for tenders – this refers to FP30. 

 

 

14.75.2 Bere Stream management  

 

The lady needed is currently on holiday and Cllr Bates will speak to her on her return and get an alternative 

date for the talk. The aftermath will be a volunteering day and there will be an Open Space/SNCI management 

meeting to sort out dates and information boards. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR PITCHER/CLERK 
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14.75.3 Play Park  

 

The fence is nearly complete.  

 

The Clerk reported that a quote of £3,650 + VAT had been received for the slide. It will be necessary to have 

a pre-installation visit as the slide is to be attached to a piece of equipment made by a different company. The 

cost represents worse-case scenario and includes delivery, installation and removal of any waste. The Clerk 

will continue to pursue this with the intention of having it fitted as soon as possible.   

 

 

14.75.4 Souls Moor footpath  

 

See 14.75.1 

 

14.75.5 Lengthsman 

 

Following on from the earlier discussion, Cllr Benjafield felt that the Lengthsman should not be used to do 

one off jobs and that these should normally be put out to tender. 

 

The Clerk outlined how the scheme came about and what the job description originally covered. Over time, 

this has expanded and does need a review.  The scheme has now been running for three years and, as the 

funding from DCC has now stopped, it represents an opportunity to review, and perhaps, redraw the scheme. 

The Environment Group will need to look at all the options and review the specs. The Clerk will send Cllr 

Pitcher the information needed. The Environment Group should recommend to the council how to take the 

scheme forward in 2015. 

 

14.75.6 Defects  

- Amount of grit on Yearlings Drove 

- The Cross sign is falling off – road sign 

- Elder Road, opposite the cress beds – drain needs clearing 

 

 

14.76 Police, Traffic and Roads  

 

14.76.1 PACT update – nothing to report 

 

14.76.2 Winter Maintenance Plan 

 

Cllr Griffin to update and re-issue copies. This will be covered in the October meeting. 

 
14.77 Community Liaison  

 

14.77.1NeighbourCar Scheme  

 

We still have new members signing up to the scheme and trips remain regular. We are delighted that two new 

drivers from Briantspuddle have also joined the scheme and welcome both new clients and drivers to join us. 

 

The filming by Distgen of the NeighbourCar Scheme is now on their website – go to the YouTube link at the 

bottom right hand corner of the page and click on “Rogershill – Wider Benefits”. We would like to thank both 

Pauline Saywell and Doris Foot for their time and co-operation in helping with filming.  

 

14.77.2 Salt & Pepper Lunch Club  

 

The August Salt & Pepper Lunch Club was well attended with more clients attending on the day and signing 

up to the scheme. We would like to welcome any new clients that would like to come along and join us; it is 

proving to be a popular social occasion. 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 



Bere Regis Parish Council minutes 2014/15 Page 7 
 

 

 

The Salt & Pepper dates up until the end of the year are: 

 

September 18
th

; October 16
th
; November 20

th
; and the Christmas lunch is December 18

th
. Lunch starts at 12:30 

in the Scout Hut, Elder Road. 

 

14.77.3 Community Volunteer Awards   

 

Purbeck holds a Volunteer of the Year Award and we need to think about whom to nominate for next year. 

 

Cllr Ventham reminded members that we also have our own award. This is given to anyone in the parish who 

does anything charitable that will enhance the life of others living in the parish.  

 

14.78 Banter Group Update 

 

Cllr Duncanson reported that, on the 5
th

 September, the Group was relaunched after the summer recess and it 

was very well attended. A table tennis table has been purchased and a grant of £200 has been received. On the 

16
th
 October there will be the Banter AGM in the lower Drax Hall, to which the Parish Council is invited - 

7.15pm start. The age range has now been extended to include children from the age of 11, although it is not 

anticipated that too many of this age will attend. However, one or two have specifically asked and it was felt 

that they could not be turned away. 

 

14.79 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

The Dorset Waste Partnership is currently consulting on street cleaning and litter.  The main areas under 

consideration are:  

- Street Cleaning: (excluding gully or drain clearance) villages will continue to be cleaned on an 8 

weekly basis but the intention is to combine a reactive approach with the routine cleaning. The 

consultation seeks to identify local priorities and areas where the current level can be reduced and 

asking if councils would be willing to fund additional cleaning in specific areas. 

- Litter and Dog bins: litter bins will be removed from remote locations and lay-bys. In their place, 

new signs will be erected asking the public to take their litter home. All dog waste bins will 

gradually be removed and dog-walkers encouraged to use the general litter bins for dog waste. 

Signage will be placed on the bins to advise that they can be used for both litter and dog waste. 

Additional litter bins may be needed at some sites, using wheeled bins instead of standard litter 

bins. 

Cllr Wharf suggested opposing the change of dog bins to wheelie bins. Cllr Bennett will review the 

consultation and liaise with the Clerk to draft a response before the end of October. 

 

14.80 Public Relations 

 

 - PCSOs 

 - Neighbourhood Plan 

 - Car scheme and lunch 

 - support of school planning app 

 - volunteer awards 

 

14.81 Items for the October meeting 

 

If members have anything they would like included on the October agenda, please contact the Clerk before the 

end of September. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:30   hrs  

 

ACTION: CLLR BENNETT/CLERK 


