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MINUTES OF BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8

th
 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT THE 

DRAX HALL, NORTH STREET, BERE REGIS, COMMENCING 7PM 

 

Present: Cllr R Pitcher, D Bishop, T Bennett, B Benjafield, S Munnings, B House, T Bates, P Wharf. 

 

Chair:   Cllr I Ventham 

 

Clerk:   Mrs A Crocker 

 

Also present:   4 members of the public, including Mike Gee. 

 

Cllr Ventham informed the meeting that John Pitts had died at the weekend, aged 74. He had been a member of the 

Parish Council for a number of years and a silence was observed in his memory. 

 

16.58 Public Participation  
 

Chris Maunder informed the meeting that Central Government were, this afternoon, discussing housing – in 

particular, the building of the type of houses needed in the village. He also wished to remind members of an 

accident that took place at Chamberlains some 30 years ago. The school bus stopped outside the chicken farm, 

a child alighted and walked in front of the bus into the path of a lorry coming in the opposite direction. Two 

days ago, he was driving along Rye Hill and, at Southbrook, the school bus stopped and two girls alighted and 

walked straight across the road without looking in either direct. 30 years ago our MP of the time took up the 

case and tried to bring in the American notion whereby no vehicle passes a stopped school bus. There are 

regulations governing school buses and he feels that the bus company ought to be reminded of the 

responsibility the driver has for delivering the child to a stop, but it should go a little further, in that he should 

not allow a child to cross in front of him.  

 

Cllr Ventham reported that the Parish Council is in discussions with DCC regarding moving the existing 

crossing from in front of the school, further down Rye Hill towards Southbrook when the new school opens. 

He felt it would be very difficult to force the driver of the school bus to leave the bus and ensure the children 

cross the road safely. 

 

Cllr Wharf supported the American scheme but felt there would be little chance of this being enforced in this 

country. Cllr Bishop asked Cllr Wharf to confirm what was happening to the pedestrian crossing. Cllr 

Ventham said that, whilst DCC want to remove it and not replace it, we would like it to be moved or, at the 

very least, left in its current position. Cllr Wharf will raise the matter in Council but is not confident that 

anything can be done.  

 

Cllr House suggested a letter is sent to the schools asking for them to discuss road safety with the children at 

assembly. The Clerk will draft a letter and liaise with Cllrs Bishop and Ventham prior to sending.   

 

 

Cllr Pitcher asked if the lollipop lady would be staying. It is hoped that the sponsorship is remaining but it is 

not known where she will be positioned – lower down Rye Hill or in Elder Road. The Clerk will check with 

the school. 

 

Chris Maunder asked that a letter is sent to County drawing their attention to the issue of road safety around 

school buses. Cllr Wharf will do so and bring a response back to the meeting. Post meeting note: Cllr Wharf 

confirmed that the DCC policy regarding this follows the guidelines of the Highway Code, which specifies all 

traffic should be particularly careful around school buses, especially when at a stop. It is only a code and not 

liable to criminal enforcement other than by dangerous driving. 

 

16.59 To receive apologies for absence  
 

Apologies had been received from Cllr L Fairhurst (holiday). 

 
16.60 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11

th
 August 2016 

 

A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting.  

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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Cllr Bishop proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded 

by Cllr Munnings and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

 

16.61 Matters arising from those minutes, not covered by this agenda 

 

Mineral extraction – Cllr Wharf reported that the responses from County regarding the two proposed sites most 

affecting the parish are not particularly high on the agenda.  

 

Dorset Transport – the bus service has been secured for at least another year.  

 

16.62 To receive declarations of interest in accordance with S94 of the LGA 1972 and confirm any 

dispensations requested 

 

No interests were declared and dispensations had been requested. 

 

16.63 To receive the County and District Councillor’s Reports  

 

Transport – a new bus time table has been drawn up. Damory have agreed to extend the bus service to 

Blandford with no additional cost. It is hoped that there will not be another review of the bus service for a few 

years. The notices for the revised service have still not been put out but Cllr Wharf has put up some interim 

notices. There are still plans to open some school buses to the public although most of the school buses are 

already full and it is not known how this would work. 

 

A letter has been sent to DWP regarding the recycling centre in the Bere Regis central car park. It is hoped 

they will now put up a large sign asking people not to leave rubbish. Cllr Benjafield suggested that the two 

remaining recycling bins should be removed as they act an encouragement for people to leave waste.  

 

The verges at the top of Rye Hill have been badly damaged by the Wessex Water work. A nearby resident has 

complained about this and DCC have agreed to reseed it. This work has now been carried out.  

 

The Fire Brigade have been in touch saying that one of their fire engines could not get through West Street 

recently and they have asked for double yellow lines. It was noted that the incident occurred on a Saturday 

when there are often a greater number of vehicles parked in the village. In addition, the Fire Service did not 

respond as one of the consultees when the area was reviewed prior to the white lines being instigated. Cllr 

Ventham reminded the meeting that the lines are on an 18 month consultation period and the Fire Service was 

notified but did not submit a response at that time. In fact, it was understood that they had said if they had a 

problem, they would go directly to Highways. The lines are due for review in a year’s time. 

 

Partial Review – 3,000 responses overall and these will now be analysed. The findings will be reviewed and 

there will then be a public meeting on Wednesday 2
nd

 November at the Purbeck School when the next stage of 

the process will be discussed. Cllr Wharf will be meeting Richard Drax MP and Michael Tomlinson MP to 

discuss the Partial Review. 

 

Highways – Cllr Wharf has discussed the issues raised regarding the various signage suggested for the bypass. 

He will now arrange a meeting with Highways and a representative of the Parish Council will be invited to 

attend. 

 

Disabled parking bays outside the Doctors surgery – A letter has been received from DC Highways saying 

they will cover the legal costs of about £1,000 but it is usual for the applicant to contribute a sum of £208 

towards the cost. It was felt that, as the Surgery is the main beneficiary and requested the bays in the first 

instance, the cost should be covered by the Surgery. The Clerk has e-mailed the Practice Manager with this 

information but has yet to receive a reply. Cllr House will take this up with the PPG at the next meeting. 

 

 

Pop In Place have submitted a request for an officer from County to attend one of their meetings to discuss 

safe guarding issues relating to children. When the date is confirmed, the meeting will be opened up to 

representatives of other organisations in the village who may wish to attend. Once a date is received, the Clerk 

will contact the other youth organisations in the village – Congregational Church, Scouts, Youth Club, etc. 

ACTION: CLLR HOUSE 
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16.64 Key Topics 

 

16.64.1To consider the co-option of a Parish Councillor  

 

 Following the resignation of Lynn Fancy, the vacancy had been advertised within the parish. Andy Watkins 

had submitted his name and Cllr Ventham invited him to say a few words about himself. Being the only 

candidate, he was duly elected. Cllr Ventham asked him he would be interested in being involved in the Police 

and Community aspect of the Parish Council. He was happy to do so. The Councillors’ Roles and 

Responsibilities will be considered at a later meeting. 

 

16.64.2 Neighbourhood Plan Update   

 

 Jason Bowerman will be happy to meet with the parish council regarding the location of housing but cannot 

discuss the lease in respect of the sports field or the possible site for the village hall. The Clerk will arrange a 

meeting accordingly. 

 

16.64.3 To receive an update from the Community Hall Working Party  

 

 The Chairman invited Mike Gee, Chair of the Community Hall Working Party, to address the 

meeting.  

 

 Mike gave a brief outline of the group makeup. The survey work has now been completed, together 

with the community consultation and the review of groups in and around the parish. One third of all 

households in the parish responded to the community survey; 86% were supportive of a replacement 

for the Drax Hall and only 6% opposed its replacement. 75% thought they would use a new hall more 

frequently and a wide range of thoughts on usage were received.  

 

 Possible sites have been considered and a scoring system has been applied. Three sites have come out 

as the most favoured – the old school site, Souls Moor and the bonfire field site. The Souls Moor site 

would be the most favoured as it is owned by the Parish Council, but it is registered Common Land.  

 

 A fair amount of the final report has been drafted but there is still some further work to be carried out. 

It is hoped a report can be passed to the Parish Council by the end of October.  

 

 Cllr Bates felt that the Souls Moor site would be large enough to sustain a new hall and still have 

sufficient space around it to maintain the open aspect. A small section is within the flood plain and 

this is an issue that would have to be further researched. 

 

 Cllr Pitcher asked if it would be worth checking with the various bodies regarding the position with 

the Common Land element as soon as possible. It was felt that we should wait until the report is 

finalised before we start looking into anything. 

 

 Cllr Wharf suggested Mike Gee accompany him to a PDC meeting to check with the planners before 

going too far. It was agreed that Cllr Wharf could open an informal discussion on planning aspects of 

the site.  

 

 Cllr Ventham asked if the Butt Lane/West Street site was considered. Yes, but it was rejected by the 

group as it did not fit with the applied criteria. 
 

16.65 Finance           

 

16.65.1 To approve monthly expenditure 

 

 The following payments had been requested: 

 

 BWBSL  Cemetery standpipe – 50%   1843    79.50 

 B House  NeighbourCar/Lunch Club – May-August 1844   492.79 

ACTION: CLERK 
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 Cheap Printing  Posters/management plan   BACS116     18.20 

 BR Gardening Club Grant towards BE Show    BACS117   250.00 

 Cheap Printing  Bere Regis Calendar    BACS118   600.00 

 Bill Steggals  Notice board     BACS119   382.69 

 

 BACS payments already presented        1250.89 

 

 Bill Steggals  Notice board     BACS120    251.40 

 Ian Ventham  NeighbourCar – July 2016   BACS121      28.35 

 A King   Lengthsman – August 2016   BACS122  1945.49 

 DC Pension Fund September contribution    BACS123    182.39 

 Mrs A Crocker  September wages + expenses   BACS124    709.04 

 HMRC   September PAYE    BACS125      92.96 

 P Saywell  NeighbourCar – August 2016   BACS126    106.65 

 M Saywell  NeighbourCar – August 2016   BACS126      79.20 

 A Crocker  NeighbourCar – August 2016   BACS127      61.74 

 J Loxton  Domain name – bereregis.org – 2 years  BACS128   100.57 

  

    Total BACS payment presented but not paid    3557.79 

  

The total amount being taken from the Precept this month is £5,380.97, of which £4,808.68 is made by BACS 

transfer and £572.29 by cheque.  

 

Cllr Wharf reported that a calendar will be produced but fewer copies will be available and the sales points 

will be limited to the shop and Post Office.   

 

 Cllr Munnings proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously. 

 

16.65.2To confirm the reconciliation of accounts 

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.65.3 To review the position against budget  

 

A copy of the report had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. No comments were 

made. 

 

16.65.4 To consider a grant for the Drax Hall to repair the stair lift 

 

A grant application had been received requesting £212.40 to cover the full cost of the repairs to the stair lift. 

Cllr House proposed the request is paid in full. This was seconded by Cllr Benjafield and agreed unanimously. 

A cheque will be raised at the October meeting. 

 

16.65.5 To consider engaging Darkin Miller as auditors for the year ended 31
st
 March 2017  

 

The Clerk reported that Darkin-Miller, the internal auditors, had submitted their estimate for the internal audit 

for the year ending 31
st
 March 2017 as £272. Whilst this is an increase on last year’s figure of £228, it does 

mean both the Lunch Club and NeighbourCar Scheme’s accounts are also being audited, making the accounts 

not quite so straightforward as in previous years. Cllr House proposed Darkin-Miller are reinstated. This was 

seconded by Cllr Bishop and agreed unanimously. The Clerk will contact them accordingly.  

 

16.66 To consider planning applications           
 

16.66.1 To consider planning applications 

 

 Cllr Wharf took no part in these discussions. 

 

6/2016/0475 83 West Street: internal alterations to create a walk in wardrobe 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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The PWP recommended no objection. 

 

6/2016/0476 Dorset Golf & Country Club: single storey pitched roof reception extension to front of 

existing clubhouse. 

 

The PWP recommended no objections. 

 

TEL/2016/0006  Poole Road, Southbrook Junction: upgrade existing equipment by installation of new 

cabins. 

 

The PWP recommended no objections. 

 

Cllr Bishop proposed the PWP recommendations are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Benjafield and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

16.67 Village and Environment  

 

16.67.1 Update on notice boards  

 

Eddie Butterfield has finished all six of the boards and has sent them away to be galvanized. The seventh 

board which was due to be positioned at the Golf Club will now be positioned by the notice board at Hyde.  

 

16.67.2To review the Bere Regis Nature Reserve Management Plan  

 

On the 24
th
 August, the volunteer party walked the Nature Reserve to decide what work will be needed for the 

coming season. The first working party will take place on the weekend of the 10
th

 September. It was suggested 

that a wildflower meadow could be sited in the grassed area at the Bitchams Mead/Stanbarrow Close corner. It 

was further suggested that the Poole Hill roundabout could also be turned into a wildflower area although 

discussion would be required with the Tank Museum as they currently sponsor the roundabout. It was 

suggested that a small area alongside the stream should be planted to begin with to see how what it looks like 

and how residents are likely to respond. The area near the Scout Hut could be used for this. 

 

Cllr Bates understood that the school path is now nearly complete but it does not meet with the existing paths. 

Cllr Ventham reported that it does connect, but very badly. The Parish Council has raised this issue on so 

many occasions now but DCC have done nothing to take our concerns into account. It is not the responsibility 

of the Parish Council to carry out any further work to the path. Cllr Bennett suggested that Cllr Wharf contact 

Rights of Way to deal with this section. The Clerk will send a formal request to Cllr Wharf asking for this to 

happen. Cllr Bennett further suggested requesting non-strip slips for the boardwalk at the same time. Cllr 

Pitcher felt the issues regarding the path should be raised with Colin Eversden as he may not be aware of 

them. 

 

Grazing on Souls Moor – Cllr Bates has been in contact with the grazier and has suggested no further action 

be taken before the end of September. Should no ponies appear in that time, the situation will have to be 

reviewed. Post meeting note: A mare and foal are now on site. 

 

Trim Trail – Cllr Ventham asked members of the Open Spaces team not to forget this as was raised some time 

ago. 

 

Car park recycle bin area – if we can get a sign from DWP, it may help the situation but Cllr Ventham 

suggested that there are a number of commercial operators who install bins for shoes, etc. and perhaps some 

funding could be raised. The Clerk will investigate the possibility of ‘paid for’ recycling bins. 

 

  

Cllr Benjafield suggested that, if we cannot find anything, perhaps the two remaining bins could be positioned 

elsewhere in the village.  

 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: OPEN SPACES GROUP 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 
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16.67.3 To consider the parking on Manor Farm Road  

 

Cllr Benjafield reported that a white line has now been painted either side of the junction of West Street and 

Manor Farm Road. Additional lining was going to be put around the Turberville Road entrance but there is 

some doubt as to whether or not this would have any effect. 

 

The Aster car parks have been relined and the disabled bay removed. Some residents have requested that some 

of the central car park bays be designated for Aster residents. However, it was felt that all the spaces were 

needed for other residents and the Aster residents are free to use them if they wish. 

 

Cllr Benjafield felt that the Parish Council should continue to try to do something in response to the recent 

near accident. He suggested that we ask the Police to attend the site on occasion but this is no longer the role 

of the Police. However, there is little we can do to prevent residents parking inconsiderately.  

 

16.67.4 Defects  

- Verge alongside Rye Hill towards the zebra crossing needs cutting on the White 

Lovington side 

- Painting of the white lining in front of Royal Oak 

- Hedge by the allotments and the layby needs cutting back 

- Fence on Aster land still needs attending 

 

The Lengthsman will be asked to deal with the verge and the hedge and the Clerk will contact Aster regarding 

the fence. The white line is already on the list of requests given to Highways and will be sorted out in time. 

 

 

16.68 Police, Traffic and Roads          

 

There have been a number of break-ins at Shitterton. The PCSO will be invited to attend the next meeting. 

Members are reminded that it is important to report all crimes, no matter how seemingly trivial, in order that 

they are logged and the Police made aware of any potential pattern that may be forming. 

 

16.69 Community Liaison  

 

16.69.1  NeighbourCar Scheme        

 

Still in need of volunteers.  

 

16.69.2  Salt & Pepper Lunch Club 

 

Disappointingly, the August Lunch Club had been cancelled for no reason. The work to the Scout Hut will 

now be carried out in either October or November but there is an assurance that this will not affect the Lunch 

Club. The Club is very well supported and client numbers continue to grow and new volunteers would be 

very welcome. 

 

Visit to the new school – an invite has been extended to the Parish Council by Colin Eversden for members 

to have a look around the new school before it is handed over. The Clerk will contact him to organise a date 

towards the end of September.  

 

Alison Debenham has suggested we set up another village Facebook page purely for a car share scheme. Cllr 

Benjafield offered to co-ordinate this.  

 

Kicking wall – Cllr Ventham asked if it would be used more if it was moved towards Bitchams Mead. Cllr 

Pitcher felt that it was now well used as the grass is regularly cut.  

 

16.70 Children & Youth          

 

Nothing to discuss. 

 

 

 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLERK 

ACTION: CLLR BENJAFIELD 
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16.71 Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

 

No additional correspondence had been received. 

 

16.72 Public Relations          
- Community Hall 

- new parish councillor 

- calendar 

- car share idea 

- funding of stair lift at the Drax Hall 

- John Pitts 

- parking around corners 

- issue of safety when getting off the bus 

 

16.73 Items for the October 2016  
 

Councillors are reminded to forward any agenda items to the Clerk by the 30
th
 September 2016 for inclusion in 

the October agenda. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:52pm 


