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WINFRITH NEWBURGH PARISH COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE WINFRITH HEATH COMMITTEE MARCH 1981

INTRCDUCTION

At a meeting of Winfrith Newburgh Parish Council held on 17th March 1980,
the Council unanimously resolved to take whatever action was considered
necessary to oppose and resist the Central Electriclty Generating Board's
proposals to consider a site within the Parish of Winfrith Newburgh for a
power station,

In order to co-ordinate objections the Parish Council established the Winfrith
Heath Committee.

Throughout the past year the Committee has sought to obtain information

from the C.E. G. B. ; collect data relating to the site; establish what impact

a power station would havé on the area, and build up support for its opposition.

This is the current situation:

INFORMATION FROM THE C.E,.G. B.

2.01 Generally: The C.E.G. B. have not, as yet, given any precise information
relating either to the exact location of the power station, access roads,
routes for overhead power lines or cooling watén pipes. However the

" following general information has been received.

2, 02 Criteria used for site selection: 1. Technical Suitability

2, Economic Viability
3. Envlronmental Impact
It is claimed that each aspect is given equal consideration. The C.E.G.B.
have already said that Winfrith Heath is not technically the most sultable,
nor is it the most economically viable site.
2. 03 Reasons for Investigating Winfrith Heath (Whitcombe Vale): The reasons
glven by the C.E.G. B, for investigating Winfrith Heath are:- |

1) It is outside the area of outstanding natural beauty.

2y It is not a national nature reserve and not protected land.

3) It is on Dorset Heath and close to other Industrial developments.

In respect of these reasons it should be noted that:-

1) The site is approximately half a mile from, the boundary of the Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Winfrith Newburgh Conseryation Area
and the Purbeck Heﬂtage Coast Area.

2) The area is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and the only difference




between that and a National Nature Reserve is administration, It does
not reflect the value of the Natural History of the site. Some areas
designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest are more important
than Nature Reserves, |

3) Dorset's heathland should not be regarded as expendable ( see 4. 01)

The Atomic Energy Establishment is a research centre not an
Industrial development. )

2,04 Teqhn.ical Information;

1) 30 - 40 million gallons of water would be pumped from the sea daily
and some returned with an outfall at Scratchy Bottom or Arish Mell
2) Return temperature of water to the sea would be 8 ~ 10 degrees C.

above extraction temperature, the end of the pipe being approximately
quarter mile out to sea.

3) Radioactive waste would be discharged with the water.

4) The pumping station would be either underground, or below cliff level
and there would be road access.

5) Pipes would be four feet diameter and a twenty ~ thirty feet wide easement
would be required along the pipeline.

6) Four or Six cooling fowers, each 375 feet high, would be required,
- power station buildlngs being 220 feet high,

7) The existing 400KV line would be diverted 2 miles into Winfrith Heath,
8) Maximum area to be taken for the site would be 200 acres.
9) Planning control zone:~ Inner (very strict ) 1 mile

Outer (strict) 2 miles

- 3.00 DATA RELATING TO THE SITE

Much of the area under investigation has been designated a Site of Special
Sclentific Interest by the Nature Conservancy Council, Its quality can be
gauged from the number of $pecies recorded:-
101 specles of bird (64 breeding)
210 species of flowering plants
5 species of reptiles
24 species of butterfly
11 species of dragonfly

17 species of mammal



This information has been obtained from lists prepared by the Nature _
Conservancy Council, and the Dorset Naturalists Trust who have carried out- - .. :

extenslve studies of the area,

4.00 IMPACT OF POWER STATION
4, 01 Ecological: The erection of a power station would completely destroy the

area. The ecological value of the area cannot be overstated, Approximately.
86% of Dorset's lowland heath has already been destroyed. Unless the
destruction is halted, the remaining fragmentshwﬂl become isolated and
thelr ecologiéal value will diminish. Winfrith Heath is especially valuable
since it contains a great variety of wet heathland, poor fen and bog
‘vegetation. Dr, David Bellamy has said that Winfrith Heath is "an excellent
site for teaching and well worth preserving'. |
4,02 Visual: Thie proposed site is some distance west of the existing A.E,E. |
Site. It is worth remembering that the existing Cooling Towers are only
_approximately 60 ft. high, compared with a helght of 375 ft which hes been . .
given for the proposed 4 - 6 Cooling Towers.
The countryside around the site 1s comparitivély flat and open, To the North
and East the ground rises only about 50 feet higher, whilst the land to the _
South and West is at the same level. It is obvious, therefore, that even the
: power station buildings at 220 feet high would dominate the area. The
Cooling Towers would be clearly visible from places as far away as |
Asgkerswell, Shaftesbury and the Isle of Wight.
4, 03 Agriculture: There would be 2 considerable loss of agricultural land because:-
1) Due to the low level of the heath, it is likely that the heavy buildings
would be sited west of the heath, resulting in loss of farmland.
2) Existing roads would have to be improved, at the expense ‘of farmland
3) Many of the "key'' workers would require new houses, no doubt these
would be built on farmland. o
4) Pylons carrying overhead power lines would interfere with farmlé.nd
5) Cooling water pipeline valve chambers would be built on farmland and
support poles for the electricity supply to these valve chambers would
be erected on farmland.
6) The pipe -Hne easement would restrict farming activities along its route.
4, 04 Tourism: The unspoiled natural beauty of the area has made it a major

tourist attraction. It is estimated that Lulworth now receives annually over



half a million visitors. A power station would turn the area into an

industrial slum, This would undoubtedly have a detrimental effect on

tourism,

4, 05 Employment: Aithough It is claimed that the erection of a Power Station ‘
would benefit local employment, it is in fact, not the case. Studies have _
been undertaken by, the Economist Intelligence Unit, Gwynedd County
Council and the Department of Town Planning Oxford Polytechnic {the
latter study having been initiated and financed by the C,E.G.B.) to |
establish the Social and Ecoﬁomic benefits, if a.ny, of existing powér
stations. These studies have shown that the erection of a power station
has no pérceptible effect on employment. In the long term they conclude

 that it would lead at best to a static situation, but might give rise to |
unemployment. This could é.rise because:-

1) At least half of the construction workforce are brought.into the area.
Some settle permanently and, when the power station is erected, seek
alternative employment locally. This happened with the existing A.E.E.

2) Local people may be attracted to the construction work on the site

~ because of higher wages. The vacancies caused by‘ their move could
be filled by someone moving into the area, with the result that when
construction is complete the local people are unemployed. |

"+ 8) At least ha:lf of the permaneht staff are "key" workers brought in by the
C.E.G.B,, which reduces potential employment opportunities, Many of
the workers move for mid-career improvements, and bring a family
with them who in turn seek employment in the locality thus increasing
the size of the labour pool.

4) The useful life of a nuclear power station is relatively short (approxlmately
25 years), and on its closure the staff would need alternative employment. B

5) Higher wages are paid by the C.E,G. B. than local employers. This leads
to job "poaching" because small firms cannot afford to compete, and |
they in turn may be forced to close, depriving the area of emplloyment
opportunities,

Many of the jobs which would be created are similar to those already

available at the existing A.E,E., who frequently advertise vacancies for

these jobs. It would appear therefore that there is little, if any, démand |

in the area for such employment.




5.00 SUPPORT FOR THE COUNCIL

6, 00

The attached schedule of objectors provides ample proof of the support which -
the Council has In its aims to prevent the building of a Power Station on
Winfrith Heath., ,

Reference has already been made in this report to the studies of the Heath
made by Nature Conservancy Council and the Dorset Naturalists Trust. ] )
Scientific data has also been provided by, the Freshwater Biological Assqciation, ‘
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, the Institute of Terrestial -
Ecology and Dr. David Bellamy. The Council for the Preservation of Rural
England has provided invaluable assistance with publicity.

Recently the Trustees of the Weld Estate have declared their opposition to the
C.E.G. B."s"propdsals. The Trustees and the Council have agreed to pool their
resources In order to be as effective aé possible a.nt_i the Trustees are
represented on the Winfrith Heath Committee,

CONCLUSION

From the foregoing observations it can be seen that the C.E, G, B. 's reasons

for even considering Winfrith Heath as a potential site for a Power Station,

are questionable to say the least. It is difficult to find any benefits for the
locélipy, more to the point, a considerable amount of damage would be done.
Winfrith Newburgh Parish Council, and the Winfrith Heath Committee will
continue in their efforts to provide substantial evidence to prove to the C.E. G. B.
that Winfrith Heath {s a most.unsuitable site for a Power Station.
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WINFRITH HEATH COMMITTEE

- Schedule of Principal Objectors to Proposed Power Station

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council

Broadmayne Parish Council - e

‘Chaldon Herring Parish Counecil -

Coombe Kéynes Parish Meeting

Council for the Protection of Rural England

Lord Cranborne M. P,

Dorset Natural History and Archaelogical Society

Dorset Naturalists' Trust '

East Burton Womens' Institute

East Lulworth Parish Couneil

- Frome, Piddle and West Dorset Fishery Agsociation
Knightsford Parish Council

~ The Moreton Estate

Moreton Parish Couneil

Owerm(')'.lg“ne and Watercombe Parish Council

Ramblers' Association

Redbridge Residents Association

South Dorset Conservative Association -~ Winfrith and Chaldon Branch

Mr. J. Spicer M. P. |

The Royal Socisfy for the Protection of Birds

The Society of Dorset Men

The Trustees of the Weld Estate

Wareham St, Martin Parish Council

West Dorset District Council

Winfrith Newburgh W omens' Institute




