
Minutes of a meeting of Bere Regis Parish Council held in the Drax Hall, Bere Regis 
on Thursday 8th December 2005 at 7pm. 
 
Present    Councillors L W Fairhurst, K J Foster, R L Hall, J Macintosh, C Maunder  
               (Chairman), T Maunder, M S Munro, J Parsons and M Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
05/435     The Chairman gave a report on the appeal by the doctors on the proposed  
                Pharmacy. The result should be in during January. 
                There has also been a problem with a vehicle driving over the grassed area 
                near the kicking wall.  
                There are also missing planks on the boardwalk. Thought should be given to 
                using recycled plastics here. 
                The X55 bus service has stopped and the council will write about this and 
                will include the petition. 
 
Apologies 
 
05/436     Apologies have been received from councillors George, Storey and Wharf  
                who are away. 
 
Planning 
 
05/437     Results 
 
                05/715   Mrs Curtis 17 Egdon Close. Erect 2 storey rear extension. 
                              Approved. 
 
                05/843   Mr Small The granary, West Street. Erect 2 storey side extension 
                              including a new dormer window. 
                              Site meeting 8th December. 
 
                 05/941  Vitacress Construct new cressbeds etc Doddings Farm. 
                              Deferred for further consultation. 
 
                  05/974   R G Drax. Use part of Bere Wood for paintballing/forestry. 
                                Refused. 
 
                  On the matter of 05/941 Councillor Shakesby said that several matters had  
                  been raised on this application. 
 
Minutes of the last meetings 
 
05/438     Minute 05/406 was altered to read basically a workshop. The minutes 
                from the meetings on 10th and 28th November 2005 were then  confirmed 
                correct. 
 
Highways Letter 
 
05/439     This has not arrived. 
 
Footbridge 
 
05/440     Councillor Storey is needed for this. Planning permission will be needed 
                but it looks, from photographs, as though these are simple and hopefully  
                cheap. It was agreed to draw a cheque for planning permission if needed. 



05/440  cont 
 
                the Clerk will also check the wording for the loan to see what it refers to. 
 
13 Green close 
 
05/441     The County Council has written to say it is installing a new gully at the 
                bottom of the close and also an improved cover half way down. 
 
15 Manor Farm Road 
 
05/442     Purbeck Housing Trust have replied to Mrs Damen. 
 
12 Elder Road 
 
05/443     Purbeck Housing Trust have reported the hole and Banyards will deal with 
                the brambles. 
 
Purbeck Local Development Framework 
 
05/444    No comments. 
 
Toilets 
 
05/445     Purbeck DC has written to say the roof will be repaired. Councillor  
                Macintosh has seen workmen on the roof. 
 
Bridge at Southbrook 
 
05/446     The rails have not been repaired and the Clerk is to write again. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
05/447     There have been lots of discussions regarding travellers and an officer has  
                now been tasked with dealing with this matter at Gallows Hill. However, a 
                site has to be found in the Purbeck area and this is being investigated and  
                the present one could be it. There have been no problems since the last  
                meeting. 
                Mr Bastow is looking into doing something about traffic noise along the  
                Link road. The genera feeling was traffic speeds caused most of this. Re  
                speeds on Rye Hill Councillor Shakesby suggested writing to request SID  
                again.  
                The Regional Spatial Strategy is progressing and there has been a petition 
                 from Lytchett Matravers and also Upton regarding recycling. 
 
Finance 
 
05/448      The following accounts were presented for payment: 
                                                                                                 £   p 
                      Mr A Shave            cemetery                            23.00 
                      Petty cash   Messrs Larder and White              20.00 
                      JRB Enterprise    litter bin                              351.33 
                      Morden Estates Company Ltd Xmas trees     232.41 
                      Clerks salary etc                                             266.00 
                      Total                                                              892.74 
 
                   In addition to be paid by direct debit  £104.71 for line rental and the  



                    internet service. 
05/448   cont 
 
                  It was agreed that these be paid. 
                  The note circulated by the Finance Working Group regarding 2006/7 was 
                  accepted. 
                  The Clerk is to check on the councils powers re youth facilities, section   
                  137 and the purposes of the loan. 
                  The Group will have to meet in January 2006. 
                  The Budget and Financial Statement for November were accepted. 
 
Highways 
 
05/449     The County Council hopes to meet a representative of this council soon to  
                discuss roundabout sponsorship and the suggested changes at North Street. 
                The Clerk has referred them to the Chairman twice but nothing further has  
                 been heard. 
                 Traffic Management is considering the request to remove signs directing 
                 Weymouth traffic via the C6 which with Weymouth signing is being  
                 reviewed together with the Olympics and the Relief Road. 
 
Bt Broadband 
 
05/450     It was agreed the Council should sign up for this. 
 
PMUs 
 
05/451     Jobs for this unit have to be given to the County Council by 31st December.  
                to be included are gullies on Rye Hill and the verges on the north side of  
                Southbrook when approaching the cemetery. Other items thought of should  
                be passed to the Clerk.  
 
Dorset Building Preservation Trust 
 
05/452     The AGM is on 20th December at 11am. 
 
Purbeck Community Partnership 
 
05/453     There was a meeting of the forum at 6pm tonight. 
 
DAPTC 
 
05/454     Circular 15 – 05 has been received and noted. 
 
Travel to School Newsletter 
 
05/455      This is being circulated  
 
Police Force Restructuring 
 
05/456     Details have been received of various options for creating larger police  
                forces. Dorset Police would like responses from councils etc. Although 
                there had been little time for councils to respond it was not too late and 
                Councillor Shakesby thought that people’s views should be made known.  
 
 
 



Parish Plan 
 
05/457      This is coming together quite well. Councillor Parsons has done a skeleton  
                  for the Plan. Mr Cleave has asked him to say that he is a little concerned  
                  that there are not enough people to get it done. 
 
Affordable Housing 
 
05/458      C G Fry & Son have written again re the use of land to the west of the 
                 village for affordable and other housing. It was agreed to reply as before. 
                 Mr Shakesby felt that shared ownership was no longer viable due to house 
                 Prices and that regional Assemblies should be looking at local needs to 
                 decide on housing ie 1 and 2 bed property as well as larger ones. 
                 A letter is to go to Synergy, with a copy of the letter from C G Fry. The  
                 Chairman will draft this. 
 
Defects 
 
05/459     There are 2 trees down on Bridleway 8 and contractors will be needed as  
                they are quite large. 
 
Cemetery 
 
05/460     The cemetery is looking quite well and a cut has been requested before  
                Christmas if this is possible. Mr Shave is getting 2 mole traps to see if he  
                can deal with the moles there. 
                The quotes for maintenance for the next two years were discussed and it 
                was agreed to accept Mr T Mooney’s quote of £380 per cut. 
                Mr Dunning has written to suggested leaving the posts and perhaps adding 2  
                or 3 trees. It was agreed to do this and to write to mr Dunning asking how  
                many and which species would be best. 
 
Trees 
 
05/461     The Trees Officer of Purbeck District Council has emailed to say that unless 
                the tree belongs to them he cannot help. 
 
Parish Magazine 
 
05/462     The damage to the grass near the kicking wall is to go in. 
 
Rights of Way 
 
05/463     A new gate is being put up a the top of the path beside the cemetery. This is  
                people and horse friendly but not to motorcycles and bikes. 
 
Public Transport 
 
05/464     The X55 is being stopped and this is a bus company decision not the  
                County Council.   
 
Youth 
 
05/465     Councillor Parsons is concerned that the bolts to the shelter are still missing,  
                as is the “No climbing” sign and the graffiti is still there. He also  
                commented  on the damaged grass there and wondered what would have  
 



05/465  cont      
                happened had the surface been laid. Councillor Hall has heard of a spray to   
                treat and will obtain one can to try out. 
                The bin is in use. 
 
Crime Prevention 
 
05/466     Steve Lacy has been talking to the youth who wanted a bin, lighting, slats  
                to sit on and also said there was not a lot of shelter from the weather. 
                Wool now has CCTV and graham brown knows all about this if advice was 
                needed. Purbeck has not hit the target for Crime reduction. 
 
Village Hall 
 
05/467     The Drax hall has a Puppet Show coming with a play on March 2nd  and a  
                panto on 10th December.. 
                A grant is also coming from the Heritage lottery for the kitchen. 
 
Environment 
 
05/468     Water levels are still only 80% of the required levels. 
 
DAPTC 
 
05/469     The meeting had heard of a large scheme to replace and maintain lighting in                 
                the county. The lights being used will be more efficient and will cause less 
                light pollution. 
                The County Councils local transport Plan is going ahead and in the main  
                will only be for small works although Morden Park Corner should be  
                included.  
                Responsibility for monitoring Parish Plans has been given to the Purbeck  
                Community Partnership Appraisal Group. 
 
Play Park 
 
05/470     Older youth have been playing football in here and the bark is in a poor  
                state. Hopefully this will dry out but it may need a top up in 2006. 
                BMX bikes have also been ridden in here. 
 
Traffic 
 
05/471    Councillor Parsons felt the council should discuss Councillor Munro’s email  
               of December 1st.  


