
Minutes of a meeting of Bere Regis Parish Council held in the Drax Hall, Bere Regis 
on Thursday 12th January 2006 at 7pm. 
 
Present    Councillors L W Fairhurst, K J Foster, J George, R L Hall, J Macintosh, C  
                Maunder (Chairman), T Maunder, M S Munro, G Storey and P Wharf. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everybody to the first meeting of 2006 and wished thema 
happy new year. 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
06/001     The Chairman had attended a meeting on housing at Wareham and on  
                shared ownership with a 60% rent on a £170,000 house there would be a 
                saving of £200 per month. He would also like to see sustainable added to  
                Affordable because he felt it would be better for young people. 
                Christmas and New Year, on The Cross, passed quietly and he has been  
                assured that there will be a CBO in a few months. 
 
Apologies 
 
06/002      Apologies have been received from Councillors J Parsons (ill) and M 
                 Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Period For Public Participation 
 
06/003     3 parishioners were present. One asked about the article on Affordable 
                Housing that had been in the Parish Magazine and an explanation was 
                given. A short discussion on building types followed. 
 
Planning 
 
06/004     Applications 
 
                05/1125  Mr Gould  17 North Street. Convert workshop to dwelling 
                05/1142  incl adding windows etc. 
                               Councillors C & T Maunder and P Wharf declared interests and  
                               took no part in this matter. 
                               Agreed no objection. 
 
               Results 
 
               05/821  Mrs Jones 7 Bitchams Mead. Convert integral garage to playroom. 
                            Approved.  
 
               05/928  Mr Alderman  49 Old Barn Road. Erect first floor extension. 
                            Approved. 
 
               05/938  Purbeck Shooting School. 2 steel containers for storage and a  
                            portable toilet unit. 
                            Approved. 
 
               05/951  Purbeck Shooting School. Retain wooden chalet as clubhouse. 
                            Approved. 
 
               05/886  Mr Butterfield 1 Shitterton. Erect 2 storey side extension and new 
                            vehicular access. 
                            Withdrawn. 



Pharmacy 
 
06/005     Dr Harley was able to inform the meeting that the appeal against the  
                proposed pharmacy in Bere Regis had been upheld. Under regulations 
                from 2005 the practice was protected until the population reached 2,750. 
                If this figure was reached the dispensary would not be of such great  
                importance to the practice and it’s future not threatened. With changes in 
                the NHS there will be more facilities and more co-operation with other  
                practices. Dr Harley will be putting a report in the Parish Magazine. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
06/006     Minute 05/440 was altered to read permission might need amendment, 
                they were then confirmed correct. 
 
Highways Letter 
 
06/007     Not received. 
 
Footbridge 
 
06/008     Councillor Munro is looking at obtaining a grant form the Environment  
                Agency which will include moving and refurbishing to bridge. It will mean  

    a cost of £2,500 for the council. The groundwork could be done in February  
                and the bridge put in place when the surrounding land is firmer to allow for 
                vehicles. A gate will be needed to enable the bridge to be closed for one day 
                a year as this will be a Permissive Path. Once the bridge is in place the site  
                can be viewed to see what else is needed. 
 
13 Egdon Close 
 
06/009     It is not known if the work has been done. 
 
Bridge at Southbrook 
 
06/010     The railings have not been repaired. The Clerk is to write again expressing  
                the councils concern over the delay in dealing with the repairs. 
 
Highways 
 
06/011     The gullies on Rye Hill were cleared just before Christmas. If there is still a  
                problem let DCC know. Weeds at either end of West Street are to be cleared  
                potholes on the road to Hyde, from Chapel Cross, are to be dealt with in 
                February. 
                The Clerk is to chase up a date for the site meeting on roundabout  
                Sponsorship and the proposed road signing in North Street by the filling 
                station. 
 
Traffic 
 
06/012     As Councillor Parsons wished to discuss this matter it was deferred until the 
                February meeting. 
                Councillor Shakesby is making some progress with officers over certain 
                highway matters such as the Weymouth signing via the C6. 
 
 
 



District Councillors Report 
 
06/013      Work on Wareham Walls has taken longer than expected and Ms Lilley is  
                 not able to give a date for work on the boardwalk. 
                 The planning application for The Granary, West Street was refused as per 
                 this councils objections. 
                 There has been a communications survey with the County Council which  
                 County officials to find it was so bad. Its Chief Executive said it was not 
                 staffed up to meet these problems. 
                 Councillor Wharf is trying to arrange a meeting with DCC officers to  
                 discuss various highway matters and asked if another councillor could            
                 attend. The Chairman said he would. 
                 All legal steps have been taken regarding the work on Rye Hill, near the  
                 School, and work is to start at half term. 
                 He has been told that Inspector Downer hopes to get 10 Police Community 
                 Support Officer (PCSOs) and he has a copy of their powers if anyone wants 
                 to see them. 
                 He is also having a meeting with Mrs Cleave and PDC officers to use their             
                 records to determine landowners in the parish for the Parish Plan. 
                 The Purbeck Housing Trust recently looked at potential sites for housing.  
                 One in Bere Regis was turned down because it was not commercially  
                  viable. 
                  The Standards Board will meet in February to decide on a problem that  
                  arose in a meeting some time ago on the Durlston By Landslip Review. 
 
County Councillors Report 
  
06/014     Councillor Shakesby is trying to progress all the various highway problems  
                 in the village. 
 
Finance 
 
06/015     The following accounts were presented for payment: 
                     £  p  
                      Mr A Shave       cemetery                      23.00 
                      The Consortium     stationery                34.72 
                      James Loxton         website fees            57.44 
                      Clerks salary etc                                   266.00 
                      Total                                                     381.16 
 
                It was agreed to pay these accounts. 
 
                The Budget and Financial Statement for December 2005 were approved. 
 
DAPTC 
 
06/016     Circulars 16 and 17 – 05 have been received and noted. 
 
Highways Act 1980 
 
06/017     Under section 116 the County Council proposes to stop up the unclassified  
                road south of Chamberlaynes Farm. There were no objections to this. 
 
PMUs 
 
06/018     The Chairman and Clerk will complete this survey. 
 



Flood Warden 
 
06/019     There is a new contact person for wardens and the newsletter has been  
                received for circulation. 
 
Purbeck Community Partnership Board 
 
06/020     There is a meeting on 19th January. 
 
Standards of Conduct 
 
06/021     The Discussion Paper which is being circulated is the future of this regime. 
                It is making things simpler in that most cases will now be heard by the  
                District Councils standards Boards. 
 
MP 
 
06/022     Mrs Brooke has sent a copy letter she received from DCC regarding the  
                noise from the bypass. It would appear from the letter that the officer is 
                confusing the bypass with the link road. 
 
Development Control 
 
06/023     The District Council intends to change procedures from the beginning of 
                February. Clerks will receive a weekly list of applications for the parish 
                and will then be able to access PASS to inspect what is held on file. ie  
                officers reports, decisions etc. 
 
Community Hospitals 
 
06/024     A consultation document for these hospitals in south and east Dorset, the  
                Way Forward” has been received. It is a review of the role and function of  
                these hospitals to enable them to provide the appropriate services. The  
                deadline for comments is 31st March 2006. 
 
For Circulation 
 
06/025     DAPTC AGM minutes, Flood Wardens Newsletter, Defra guidance for  
                Rural, Social and community programmes their outcomes, indications and  
                targets, Clerk & Councils Direct, HRH Prince of Wales Affordable Rural  
                Housing Initiatives, Statement of Conduct England, Local Government  
                Review and North Dorset DC Statement of Community Policy. 
 
Estimates 2006/7 
 
06/026     Councillor Foster put forward the proposal from the Finance Working  
                Group for a precept of £16,550.the matter was discussed and the precept 
                of £16,550 was proposed and seconded by Councillors Foster and  
                George and carried. It was agreed to find someone to tidy up the bark etc, in  
                the playpark, on a fortnightly basis. 
 
Parish Plan 
 
06/027     It was felt that it was slowing down but all groups are finalising their report. 
                There is also a feeling that there is a lack of younger people taking part.  
                This council will see a draft which will go round the village for further 
                comments that could amend the plan.   



Affordable Housing 
 
06/028     A discussion took place on where to go. It was agreed to write to Synergy  
                and also to investigate what the Community Housing Trust could do. 
                Councillor Storey felt a brief was required so that any outside body had a  
                basis on which to work which would include dealing with landowners. 
 
Defects 
 
06/029     The hole outside 12 Elder road is still there. In Manor farm Road, adjacent  
                the telephone exchange the pavement is being lifted by roots from the  
                bushes. The gulley, in West Street,  just round the corner from Roke Road    
                is blocked and this causes flooding right across the road. Also the soakaway  
                in the corner of the car park is blocked as is the gulley outside The Coach  
                House in North Street. 
 
Cemetery 
 
06/030     This is in fairly good order and is too wet for another cut. 
                Mr Dunning has written with a suggestion of 20 trees for the top of the  
                Cemetery. Councillors Hall and Maunder will look at this. 
 
Trees 
 
06/031     There is a proposal to fell 2 plum trees on the bank behind 1 The Chaneles. 
                There was no objection to this provided the gaps made, in the hedge, were  
                filled with an appropriate bush such as Blackthorn. 
 
Parish Magazine 
 
06/032     Pharmacy, donate a tree, pick up litter outside your house and the precept  
                are to go in. 
 
Public Transport 
 
06/033     There is a meeting of the WTAG next week and one, in Dorchester, on the 
                24th to discuss the loss of the X55. 
 
Play Group 
 
06/034      They have just received a £5,000 lottery award which leaves them needing 
                 £10,000 for a new building. At present there are 30 children and a lunch  
                 club. 
 
Youth 
 
06/035     Councillor Storey felt it would be better to respray the shelter rather than to  
                try to remove the graffiti especially as the test area took a long time to do  
                and  was not really successful. Councillor Foster felt we could spray over  
                new areas as they appeared. He will also find out if the police could help. 
                The main gripe from the young is that it is difficult to sit on but it was  
                agreed that any slats that were fitted would be pulled off.  
                The bolts have been replaced, grants are being looked at and a report is  
                needed on the use of the facilities. 
 
 
 



Crime Prevention 
 
06/036     There is a meeting soon. It was agreed to send a copy of the letter, from the 
                Purbeck Housing Trust, to Inspector Downer with a request for a police  
                presence in the area. CCTV might help but in Wool the youth have moved 
                from the site of the camera. Better lighting may help any problem. 
 
Play Park 
 
06/037     A letter, from Mr Moss, has been received and it was agreed to ask him to  
                go ahead with his proposed work. 
 
Recycling Bins 
 
06/038     There had been a problem when these were not emptied. Councillor Wharf 
                took this up with PDC and it appears it has been a victim of its own success. 
                He suggested that if this was to happen again could the Ward Councillors  
                be notified so notice could go up in local shops. The Chief Executive hoped 
                that this would not happen again. 
 
                  
                
  


