
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Bere Regis Parish Council held in the Drax Hall, 
Bere Regis on Thursday 11th May 2006 at 7pm. 
 
Present      Councillors R Duncanson, L W Fairhurst, J George, J Macintosh, C  
                 Maunder, T Maunder (from 7.05), M S Munro, J Parsons, J Pitts, I  
                 Ventham, P Wharf (to 8.50) and M Shakesby (DCC 7.25 to 8.50). 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
06/141    The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the new council  
               and briefly listed the main items the council had been dealing with. 
               He welcomed the new councillors and hoped that they would feel fulfilled  
               in what the council does and he thinks parish councils will become more  
               important.  
 
Election of Chairman 
 
06/142     Councillor Macintosh thanked the Chairman for all he had done in 2005/6. 
                She then proposed Councillor J Parsons for Chairman, this was seconded by 
                Councillor George. There being no other nominations Councillor Parsons  
                was duly elected Chairman.   
 
Election of Vice-chairman 
 
06/143     Councillor George proposed Councillor Ventham, this was seconded by 
                Councillor Wharf. There being no other nominations Councillor Ventham  
                was duly elected. 
 
Election of committees and representatives on other bodies 
 
06/144     The Finance Working Group will be the Chairman, Councillors C Maunder, 
                I Ventham and the Clerk. 
 
                All councillors from the previous council agreed to continue so  
                Replacements are needed for the cemetery, crime prevention, public 
                transport, village hall and the play park. A list will be circulated to all 
                councillors so a decision can be made at the July meeting. 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
06/145     5 members of the public were there. 
                One lady had written to the council about a light pollution problem in  
                Turnerspuddle and as well as asking for help, as it is on the parish  
                boundary, she was trying to alert neighbouring councils to the problems 
                of light pollution and how it could occur. 
                This could be included in the Parish Plan and the council could object to 
                any future planning application there if it was thought it would have an  
                effect on Bere Regis. It was also agreed to ask DAPTC for advice on this  
                matter.  
                Two parishioners spoke against the planning application for a change of use  
                for land at Elder Road because of the flood plain, the environment and the  
                effect of additional traffic etc. the mention of 39 West Street in the  
                application is historical as the land went from there down to the Bere  
                Stream. Another parishioner supported this saying the area was a beautiful  
                part of the village and was well used for recreational purposes.   
                It is understood that all bar one person in Elder Road have responded to  
                Purbeck District Council. 



Planning 
 
06/146      Councillors Shakesby and Wharf took no part in this item. 
 

     Applications 
 
                06/387  D P I Lockyer. Land south of Elder Road change of use to  
                                                      residential. 
                              A letter of objection had been received and noted. 
                              Agreed to object because this is believed to be on the flood plain, 
                              It will have an ecological impact on an SNCI and is bad planning. 
 
                06/302   Mr Gould. 17 North Street. Outbuilding conversion to a dwelling. 
                     303   Agreed no objection. 
 
                06/389   Mr Goddard. 1, White Lovington.  Erect a rear conservatory. 
                              Agreed no objection. 
 
                06/333   Mr Scott. 31, West Street.  Erect a rear conservatory. 
                              Agreed no objection. 
                  
                Other 
 
               06/387  It was agreed that Councillor Parsons speak on behalf of the Council 
                            at the Planning board on may 25th. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
06/147     The minutes of the meeting on 13th April 2006 were confirmed correct. 
 
Safer route to School 
 
06/148     After a long discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would write to the  
               County Council regarding the missing zebra crossing and the fact that the 
               Footpath did not go as far south as Ryemount Rye Hill. He is also to liaise  
               with Pip Evans at the school. 
               There have also been recent instances where tracked vehicles have driven 
               past the school during the closed periods of 8 to 9am and 3 to 4pm. The  
               Clerk is to write to Bovington Camp pointing out the Safer Route to School 
               and that the council does not wish this to be spoilt.           
        
Footbridge 
 
06/149     There is a delay to the county councils scheme at Gillingham so the bridge  
                will not be moved until later but the price is still £1. Councillor Munro is  
                still looking for alternative funding. He thinks the cost will be £5,000 to  
                refurbish the bridge and put it into place. 
 
Roundabouts 
 
06/150     Nothing has been heard. 
 
Traffic noise 
 
06/151     Councillor Ventham reported that people at Shitterton had written as well  
                And had received similar replies to the council. Connect has said the bypass  
                 



06/151   cont 
 
              will only be resurfaced when it is due for resurfacing.  
              It was not known if the County Council had placed recording devices in Mr  
              Halls garden but he may be using his own. 
 
Dog Bin 
 
06/152    Councillor Munro will try to find out if the post for the Bere Regis sign, in 
               North Street, can be used for the bin. 
 
Hyde Sawmill 
 
06/153     There has been a delay in the appeal procedure re the Enforcement Action. 
 
Toilets 
 
06/154     This item is to go on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Mineral Core Strategy 
 
06/155     Councillor C Maunder that this is being set up for the future. Masters Pit  
                has approval for extraction until 2042 however, it is now the practice to  
                limit the term granted. With permissions in place this council is more of a  
                bystander at present. 
                The second site is at Philliols and it is understood the gravel would go via a 
                 new road to the Bere Regis – Wareham road rather than via Bere Heath or  
                 Hyde. A planning application was made but was then withdrawn. 
                 The council may hear from a group called RAGE but until it knows more it 
                 will not be able to comment. 
                 Councillors Shakesby and Wharf reported that they had been advised not to  
                 take part in the group.   
                 The chairman felt that until the south West strategy had been agreed a new  
                 Planning application was unlikely. 
 
Lane End 
 
06/156     There has been no report from the Environment Agency. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
06/157     The recent elections had not changed the control of the District Council  
                And he hopes to keep his existing roles. 
                He has spoke to the Legal Officer of the Purbeck Housing Trust who has 
                Said that if this council provides land a covenant can be put on to restrict 
                the allocation to local people. This may reduce the value of the land and is 
                capable of being returned if no need is proved. 
                On the matter of LAMIS he felt that if local councils had a legitimate  
                reason for requesting the District Councils help this would be forthcoming 
                so saving the council some money. He has a CD which is a District Council 
                toolkit. 
                The Clean Neighbourhood Officer, Mr N Stapleton, is willing to talk to 
                Parish Councils about his role. 
                Purbecks Chief executive has written to the Chief Executive of Dorset  
                County council as it had not kept to the protocol of consultation prior to 
                putting forward the proposals on library closures. 
 



06/157  cont 
                
               A start has been made on the Community Plan and he has a brochure, from  
               the Standards Board, on how to complain about councillors. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
06/158     The proposed library closures is part of the County Council trying to save 
                £21,000,000 over the next 3 years. All departments have been asked to find 
                where savings can be made. It is still trying to rationalise the way libraries 
                are run to keep them open. There is a cabinet meeting soon with a full  
                Council in July to make decisions. 
                Two libraries in Purbeck are involved and it was felt that some parishioners 
                used Wool library as the mobile was not convenient and did not have the  
                choice. 
                The site at Winfrith, for the MBT, has the Inspectors approval despite all the 
                arguments against. Councillor Shakesby cannot see the inspectors reasoning 
                as the policy of dealing with waste where it is created has been ignored and  
                it looks as though it will come from both the east and west of the county. 
                He had not been able to speak regarding the transport problems this would  
                Cause and what steps would be needed to solve them. 
 
Finance 
 
06/159     The following accounts were presented for payment: 
         £  p 
                 Mr A Shave               cemetery & play park          35.00 
                 Mr T Mooney  cuts in cemetery & play park      415.00 
                 GRS Architects    balance of signs for shelter         5.87 
                 E Butterfield    new gate for play park                  94.14 
                 Allianz Cornhill   insurance                             1,050.77  
                 DAPTC     subscription Local Govt Review       390.70 
                 J M Ruddock         Norton Firewall etc                 37.94 
                 Clerks salary etc                                                   291.00 
                  Total                                                                 2,320.42 
 
                The Clerk had received another quote for insurance, from Zurich, this was 
                for £1,128.56. 
 
                It was agreed to accept the Allianz Cornhill quote and to pay the above  
                accounts. 
                The Budget and Financial Statement for April 2006 were accepted. 
 
                 The Chairman the went through the end of year Statement of Accounts for           
                 2005/6 and reported that these were correct and proposed that they been  
                 signed with the Statement of Assurance. This was agreed. 
 
                 Councillor C Maunder asked if the council would consider raising the  
                 figure for Streetwise, from £150 to £200, as the school was now sending 2  
                 classes to this event. This was agreed. 
 
Community Plan for Purbeck 
 
06/160     A copy of the plan has been given to all councillors and it covers the period  
                to March 2009. 
 
 



Community First 
 
06/161     This deals with funding from the Landfill Tax credit Scheme and the Clerk   
                is to enquire about making an application. 
 
Highways 
 
06/162     There is a seminar on Highway Maintenance on 20th July at 2.15pm in  
                County Hall. 
 
Local Authority Byelaws 
 
06/163     A discussion paper has been circulated but there is little time to respond. 
 
Networking Event 
 
06/164     This is on 7th June at 11am in The parish Hall, Wareham. The theme is  
                Support for Community Organisations using Volunteers. 
 
DAPTC 
 
06/165     Circular 06-06 has been circulated and noted. 
 
National Residents Conference 
 
06/166     This is in Birmingham on 15th and 16th May. 
 
Ofcom 
 
06/167     This letter says Ofcom has concluded that local communities must have the  
                final say in decisions about keeping or removing the last phone box from a  
                particular location – the local veto-. However, this does not mean parish  
                councils but they will be consulted. 
 
For circulation 
 
06/168     Local Government Review, Clerk & Councils Direct, April Hydrometric  
                Report, Community News, Local authority Byelaws Discussion Paper, 
                Purbeck View and the Community Plan for Purbeck.  
 
Parish Plan 
 
06/169     This is now proceeding in a better fashion than before mainly because of 
                the editorial sub-group. It is hoped there will be a meeting in june/July to 
                put it before the parishioners so they can see what has been done. There 
                is a commitment to complete it by November. 
 
Affordable Housing 
 
06/170     Notes from the meeting on 3rd May have been circulated. 
                Mr James has written to apologise for not attending and it was agreed to  
                meet again on 12th July. 
 
Defects 
 
06/171     The boardwalk has 2 missing planks on the side by the kicking wall, east of  
                the bridge on the field side. The old access/egress from Shitterton has been  



06/171 
               Off. This was an alternative to the road from West Street which can be  
              difficult to get through for emergency vehicles and which has flooded. It was 
               agreed to write to the Grainger Trust, to ask if it could be reopened, with a  
              copy to Dorset Fire and Rescue Service. 
 
Cemetery 
 
06/172     This is looking in good condition. 
 
Trees 
 
06/173     The twinning tree at Shitterton is looking fine. 
 
Parish Magazine 
 
06/174     This will contain a list of councillors with email addresses and telephone  
                numbers except for Councillor  George which will just be her email and  
                Councillor Macintosh, her telephone number. 
 
Rights of way 
 
06/175     There is an objection to the Inspectors decision for the path at Yearlings  
                Bottom to be a footpath. The Trailriders wish it to be a BOAT. 
                Councillor Fairhurst reported that the Natural Environment and Rural  
               Communities Act 2006 has come into being and this means that in future the 
               new restricted byways will only allow horse drawn carriages, horses, cycles  
               and pedestrians. 
 
Public Transport 
 
06/176     Councillor C Maunder has written to the MP on this matter and has said that 
                more money is needed in rural areas. 
 
Youth Shelter 
 
06/177     The Clerk is to write to Mr Tucker asking him to paint the shelter. 
                It was agreed, that for the time being repainting should be done to cover the 
                graffiti and if it happens again it should be reported to the police. 
 
Crime Prevention 
 
06/178    The last meeting of the North Purbeck Task Group was told that in future  
               Desk Officers at Wareham will be ringing people back to tell them what has 
               happened with regard to the matter they reported. 
 
Village Hall 
 
06/179     The improvements to the Drax Hall have been paid for mainly by grants and 
                donations from Pip. The water supply to the main hall had to be put in to 
                meet Health & Safety requirements. Councillor C Maunder will be going to 
                Artsreach, to bid for events for the coming year. 
 
 
 
Environment 
 



06/180     It is still dry and in some parts of the country things will become very  
                difficult but this area is not likely to have a problem. 
                The Environment Agency will be doing a letter drop to all Riparian owners 
                reminding them of their responsibilities. 
  
New Councillors 
 
06/181     The Clerk will let them have the information from the Councillors guide.   
 
Village Map 
 
06/182     The vicar has a good Ordnance Survey of the village. Councillor C  
                Maunder will make enquiries about this as it could be of help. 
 
Systems 
 
06/183     The Chairman has some ideas to improve the practices of the council. He  
                 will circulate them.             


