
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held in the Drax Hall, Bere Regis on Thursday 10th August 2006 
at 7pm. 
 
Present     Councillors R Duncanson, J Macintosh, C Maunder, M S Munro, J Parsons  
               (Chairman), J Pitts, I Ventham, P Wharf (to 9.12), M Shakesby (DCC  
               8.20 to 9.12) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Boardwalk 
 
06/223    Mr R Whalley acting Chief Executive of Purbeck District Council, attended 
               for this item. There was a lengthy and positive discussion of the boardwalk 
               problems, in which the members of the public present, fully participated. 
               The following actions were agreed – 
               That subject to PDC agreeing the form of replacement with the Parish  
              Council, it was accepted that in the interest of public safety the walkway  
              should be totally removed forthwith. It was made clear to Mr Whalley  
              however, that a replacement must be in place without delay. 
              That the replacement should include a raised section through the wooded wet  
              area. 
              That a sub-group of the council be formed to discuss with Mr M Goater, the  
              Engineer, options for replacement including the use of hoggin outside of the  
              wet area and the possible use of recycled plastic for at least the main supports  
              in the wet area. The new path must link up with the existing bridge which  
              must be fully repaired and also link into the proposed new bridge at the  
              eastern end (Malcolm’s Bridge). The new path must be suitable for use by  
              the disabled. The members of the group are to be  Councillors Maunder,  
              Pitts, Munro and the Chairman. 
              In principle the Parish Council would be prepared to take over the future 
              maintenance of the walkway and open space, subject to the PDC financing  
              the replacement of the walkway in a manner satisfactory to this Council.  
              There was some discussion as to the cost of replacement and Mr Whalley  
              accepted the £20,000 suggested was uncosted. If this Council is to take the 
              responsibility for arranging the replacement, a possibility, which was  
             considered, the cost would have to be carefully calculated. 

Mr Whalley will report on the above to the PDC Policy Group on 29th   
August. It was anticipated that the PC sub-group would meet Mr Goater on 
site within a few days.  

 
Period for public Participation 
 
06/224     10 parishioners were present. 
                One spoke on behalf of PiddleRAGE warning of the possibility of gravel  
                extraction in the Piddle Valley between Philliols and the C7 and asking the 
                Council to keep an eye on this and to object to any future planning  
                application.. Councillor Shakeby said that for Philliols to  
                be considered  a preferred site the Inspectors decision would have to be  
                overturned. 
                On the question of SIDs Dorset’s policy is that these are mobile and travel 
                around the county. One will be back in 6 months. Mr Shakesby is still  
                chasing the matter of the zebra crossing at the school and the funding  



06/224   cont 
 
                 balance of £20,000. He would like to spend £2,500 on a permanent SID for  
                 the school. DCC will look at his matter in September. 
 
Apologies 
 
06/225     Apologies have been received from Councillors Fairhurst, George and T  
                Maunder. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
06/226     Minute 06/214 had Councillor Pitts added to the group. The minutes of the  
                meeting on July 13th 2006 were then confirmed correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
               06/148  The Clerk now has a number to contact for a named person to write  
               to. 
               06/190  Councillor Ventham will let DCC have a design for the stone sign  
               for Shitterton. 
               06/202  The Clerk is to chase up the roundabout design. 
               06/210  This is to be dropped. 
               06/211  information has been received from the insurance company.  
               Councillors Munro and Pitts will deal with this. 
 
Planning 
 
06/227     The Working party met on 3rd August 2006 and it’s recommendations were: 
                 Plan No 
 
                 06/650   Erect a bungalow r/o 42b West Street.  No Objection. 
 
                06/680    erect side extension Wyvern Lodge, Wareham.  No objection. 
 
                The council accepted the recommendations. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
06/228     A discussion took place on the Regional Spatial Strategy as a response is  
                needed by 30th August. Councillor Shakesby will get a response form and it  
                was felt this council should comment on rural housing and no large  
                developments without the necessary infrastructure. Councillors Shakesby  
                and Wharf will suggest a response. 
                The District Council is putting together its Local Development Framework  
                to go towards this. 
                Purbeck has consulted a barrister and is looking at procedural factors rather  
                than specific sites. He felt that the Binnegar site could come in as early as  
                part of the plan in 2003/4 but did not know any timescale for Winfrith.  
                The travellers at Gallows Hill would have been moved soon but one  
                claimed illness and doesn’t have to go until 29th September. This will mean 
 



06/228  cont 
                a sporadic leaving of the site rather than all at once under the eviction and  
                then onto a site provided. 
                The proposals to close libraries is on the back burner for the timebeing.  
                The Chief Constable is aware of speeding problems on Rye Hill and will put               
                a speed camera. Councillor Duncanson had  sent an email to the police  
                about this and had been referred to the County Council. Councillor  
                Shakesby said it is the police who enforce speed limits. 
                Councillor Wharf reported that the new Inspector for the area starts in  
                October and will meet him and Councillor Ventham as soon as possible. 
              
Play Park 
 
06/229    There are 11 fence panels missing and 3 from the slide and Councillor  
               George is looking at other forms of security. 
               The fencing has always been a problem which is why the use of screws has  
               been the practice. 
               Vandalism should be reported to the police on 01202 222222.  
 
Kicking Wall Surface 
 
06/230     Mr Storey has arranged for this to be installed on 14th and 115th August.  
                Councillor Munro  will deal with the permissions from the Environment  
                Agency but needed the information by tomorrow, 
 
CCTV 
 
06/231     Councillor Duncanson spoke about the two types available. One to link with 
                the system in Wareham or an internet system where anyone with access,  
                given by this council, could log on at anytime to see what was happening. 
                This, and ideas to provide further facilities, would be considered at the next  
                meeting. 
 
Finance 
 
06/232     An explanation of Streetwise was given and it was agreed to pay the full  
                £250 costs for transportation. 
                It was agreed to pay the Schedule of Payments, for August, totalling  
                £1,132.00. 
                The Budget and Financial Statement for July 2006 were accepted. 
                Councillor Ventham asked if a better layout can be found for these items. 
                The Chairman agreed to look into this. 
 
Correspondence 
 
06/233      The road markings, at The Cross, have been done but later because of a  
                 shortage of materials. The clerk is to write about those at Gallows Hill. 
                 DAPTC 09 and 10/06 have been received and circulated.  
                 There is will be a Flood Warning exhibition trailer at the Dorchester show. 
                 Inspector Downer has written on her retirement and Inspector Ashley  
                 Adams is taking over. 
                 On the matter of the toilet block the PDC officer is on leave until 3rd  



06/233  cont 
 
                 August and will respond as soon as possible after her return. 
                 There are grants available for people in fuel poverty and Councillor C  
                 Maunder will liaise with Ms Dike from PDC on this. 
                 There is a meeting of Dorset Waste Forum on Monday 13th November  
                 2006 at 10am in Winfrith Village Hall. 
                 An example of a Section 106 Agreement has been received. 
                 Annual Audit 2005/6 confirmation has been received that this has been 
                 completed satisfactorily. 
                 The Appeal, by Mr Trim, against the enforcement notice from PDC has 
                 been received by PDC. 
                 A lady, from Manor Farm Road, has written again regarding a problem  
                 neighbour. The Clerk is to pass this to Purbeck Housing Trust and is to 
                 to merely acknowledge the letter. 
 
Defects 
 
06/234     The light in North Street has been made safe. 
                There are missing road marking outside the school. 
                The recent long spell of hot weather has made dustbins very smelly and  
                unhealthy with the fortnightly collections. Councillor Duncanson has  
                written to PDC.  
                The recent roadworks has left a problem with tar and chippings on  
                the pavements. 
 
Reports of Committees etc 
 
06/235     Cemetery.             Councillor T Maunder has visited and all headstones that  
                                              appeared to be a danger have been laid flat. He has 2 to  
                                              keep an eye on. 
                Trees                     It was agreed to  have a TPO put on the tree in the middle  
                                              of the road at Southbrook. The Clerk is to ask Mr Shave  
                                              if he could cut back the branch ,of the tree in the play  
                                              park, which overhangs a neighbours garden. 
                Parish Magazine   Boardwalk, zebra crossing and vandalism are to go in. 
                Public Transport   The latest timetables have been given out. 
                Youth Shelter       The shelter will be painted in the next two weeks. 

    Archaeology         The District Council has a book with all sites in it    
                                  including Bere Regis. 

                Crime Prevention  There is a meeting in September. 
                Village Hall          There is a meeting soon with DCA and DAPTC about  
                                              having computers, with the internet,  in every village hall  
                                              in Dorset. PiP celebrates 10years soon. The hall has been 
                                              revamped on the ground floor. The stairs are to be done  
                                              plus a new front door. Grants are being applied for. 
                Environment         The Bere Stream is doing well considering the weather.         
                Rights of Way      Many of the footpaths south  of Shitterton need cutting as  
                                              does Green Lane and the bushes and trees on the path  
                                              from Shitterton to the boardwalk. The road signage at  
                                             Gallows Hill needs repainting. 
 



Any other business 
 
06/236     A letter of thanks is to be sent to Mr Storey for his work on the Kicking  
                Wall Surfacing. 
                Councillor Duncanson reported the supply of the basketball hoop is in hand. 
                Councillor C Maunder was unable to attend the highways seminar. 
                The promised roadsweeper has not arrived. 
                The new councillor course was very good. 
                Councillor Munro is still waiting for written permission to erect the dog bin. 


