
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 12th October 2006 at 6.45pm. 
 
Present     Councillors J George, J Macintosh, C Maunder, T Maunder, M S  
                 Munro , J Parsons (Chairman), I Ventham, P Wharf (7.57 to  
                 8.35) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
06/256     The Chairman explained that because he understood that 3 Councillors,  
                from the Planning Working Group, would not be attending he had felt it  
                best to rearrange Mr Grimes presentation. He will be speaking at a future  
                meeting, probably January. 
 
Apologies 
 
06/257     Apologies have been received from Councillors Duncanson, Fairhurst, Pitts  
                and M Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
06/258     Three parishioners were present. One raised a question on the article  
                regarding the toilet block printed in the Advertiser. 
                The meeting was informed that Synergy had agreed that the site was not 
                suitable for development because of problems with services and it’s size. It 
                is most likely now to just be a grassed open space. 
                The Drax Arms has agreed to allow non customers to use it’s toilets at the  
                rear and will make changes to allow this use even when closed. This council  
                may pay a contribution towards the cleaning. The Royal Oak will also be  
                approached.  
                Mr Fysh congratulated the Council on the Village Tidy but felt it  
                was a shame the nobody had spoken, on the Griffin development, at the  
                Planning Board meeting thereby missing an opportunity to comment on the  
                traffic problems and the allocation of social housing which might not go to  
                local people. The Chairman explained the comments that this Council had  
                put forward on this matter. Councillor Wharf will be following up these  
                points. 
 
Planning 
 
06/259     The recommendations of the Planning Working party were accepted. 
 
                06/782  68 Tower Hill. Demolish wall & hedge then rebuild to create a  
                parking area. 
                No objection. 
 
                06/791   Station a temporary portakabin for vets on Woodbury Hill. 
                Recommend approval. 
 



06/259     cont 
 
                06/819   New brewery signage for The Royal Oak. 
                No objection. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
06/260     Minute 06/245 was altered to read a report circulated on 14th September will  
                be discussed at the next meeting. The minutes of the meeting on 14th  
                September were then confirmed correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
06/261     06/239  A letter regarding the roundabout sponsorship has been received. It  
                was agreed that the Clerk write to DCC asking for Councillor Ventham to  
                be included in a meeting with Mr Holland of Vitacress. 
                DCC are happy for the lime tree at Southbrook to be covered by a Tree 
                Preservation Order and the Clerk is to proceed with this. 
                06/240 a further unsatisfactory reply has been received about the Safer  
               Route to School. It was agreed that Councillor George is to compose a  
               critical reply to Mr Bastow with copies to Mr Brown, the Chief Executive  
               and the  MP. It can go also from the School and Playgroup if they are happy  
                with this. 
                The path on the western side of Rye Hill is already being used without the   
                Crossing lady. 
                06/243  The Project Group has had it’s first meeting and has been informed  
                that the new boardwalk can be in place by 30th March 2007. The District  
               Council would like to see the boardwalk, footbridge and access across Souls  
               Moor done as one job and  has requested that this Council be prepared to pay  
               towards the costs. It was agreed that the Council would pay a maximum of  
               £7,500. The next Project  Group meeting is on 6th November and the District  
               Council will be told then with a confirming letter to follow. The boardwalk  
                will have a slightly different route to avoid problems of land ownership. It  
                will be made of  recycled plastic. The rubbish left there at present will be  
               cleared as part of  the Village Tidy. 
                06/244 Councillor Wharf will ask the District Council if it would consider  
                using different recycling bins to allow a bit more space for parking. 
                06/245  The matter of providing a seat and shelter at the main bus stop in  
               West Street has been mooted on many occasions. The main problems are   
                having sufficient space and objections from neighbours. It was agreed the  
                Clerk should write to the County Council asking for permission and later to  
                neighbours. It was accepted it would not be possible to build a shelter. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
06/262     Councillor Wharf needs as many points as possible for his meeting with Mr  
                Bastow of DCC. 
                The planning application to extend the cressbeds comes before the Planning 
               Board soon and he feels this Council should send a representative to speak 
               on the matter as he feels this may be refused. Councillor Munro thought  



06/262   cont 
 
               there may be problems with phosphates but that they would be  
               surmountable. 
               Councillor Wharf’s amendment on The Local Development Framework did  
               not go forward. It is however, important that comments are made and in the  
               correct wording as otherwise they may be ignored. 
 
Local Development Framework 
 
06/263     It was agreed to hold a special meeting on 2nd November to look at this  
                matter and to agree a submission to PDC with the support of the Parish  
                Plan.  
 
Play Park 
 
06/264      The report of the Working Party was accepted, the favoured option being  
                 the relocation of the park. There were several suggestions for the new site,  
                 but no agreement was reached. This will be further discussed. The Working  
                 Party member agreed to look into this. It was acknowledged that in due  
                 course, it will be vital to consult parents.  
                 It was proposed by Councillor C Maunder and seconded by Councillor T  
                 Maunder and the Council agreed, in principle, to proceed with the  
                 development of the existing play park into 7 affordable homes through  
                 Synergy. It was accepted that professional advice is needed and the Clerk is  
                 to contact DAPTC for advice as to a suitable firm. 
 
Village Tidy 
 
06/265     Councillor Ventham went through the arrangements for the day and what  
                was expected of Councillors. 
 
Parish Plan 
 
06/266     There is an exhibition all day on 14th October, followed by two evenings on  
                16th and 24th. 
 
Finance 
 
06/267     It was agreed to pay the 5 accounts presented totalling £817.48. 
                The Clerk is to look into the amount of Reserves still committed and after  
                this the Budget and Financial Statement for September 2006 were  
                accepted. 
                The Clerk is to contact Mr G Storey regarding the bill for the Kicking Wall 
                Surfacing. 
 
Charities 
 
06/268     It was agreed to donate £100 to the Air Ambulance and £200 to the  
                Ragamuffins 



Correspondence 
 
06/269       No comments were made on the New Planning Guide. 
                  There is a meeting on Delivering Affordable Housing Needs on 30th  
                  October and the Chairman hopes to attend.  
                  There are no additional comments on the parish boundary review. 
                  Circulars 12 and 13 – 06  have been received from DAPTC  and 
                  passed to all Councillors. 
                  It was agreed not to put forward, to the DAPTC AGM, a proposed  
                  resolution on possible closure of rural post offices.   
                  Youth Awards 3 names are to be put forward. 
                  Puddletown Parish Council has written asking for financial help to keep 
                  it’s library open. It was agreed not to make a donation. 
                  There are Renewable Energy workshops on 13th October and 3rd  
                  November. The Clerk will find out where. 
                  Dorset for you. It was felt that this would be very costly and the Village 
                  Website is doing this job. 
 
Defects 
 
06/270     There is a tree on the junction of elder Road and Southbrook which is  
                 blocking the view for drivers. 
 
Reports of Committees etc 
 
06/271     Cemetery.  This is looking very tidy and safe. 
                 Rights of Way.  No cuts have been done by the County Council. Bracken  
                                           killing on Blackhill has meant some parts have been cut  
                                           and the tenant has cut the path from court Farm to  
                                           Doddings. 
                Parish Magazine. Boardwalk, Toilet block, the roundabout and grants made  
                                             are to go in. 
                Play Group.  This had a very good Ofsted stating it has outstanding  
                                      facilities.  
                Crime Prevention.  The next meeting is on 16th October. 
                Village Hall.  The play went very well. There is a film soon, the Yetties and  
                                       a Table Top Sale. 
                Environment.  There is still only a level of 75% of the Long term average in  
                                        the rivers. It will take a lot of rain to get back to that level. 
                Flood Warden.  The seminar was very interesting. Councillor Munro will  
                                          help the Chairman to prepare a Contingency Plan for the  
                                          village. 
Any other business 
 
06/272     There was a meeting on the A35 yesterday. There are a lot of problems  
                there but costs will be very high and the work will not be done for a long  
                time in view of budgetary constraints. 
                 
                           
 


