
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 14th December 2006 at 7pm. 
 
Present      Councillors R L Duncanson, L W Fairhurst, J George, J Macintosh, 
                  C Maunder, T Maunder, M S Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, 
                  I Ventham, P Wharf (to 8.30) and M Shakesby (DCC to 8.30) and 
                  Mr J Ruddock Clerk. 
 
Chairman’s Remarks 
 
06/292    The Chairman welcomed Councillor Wharf back to meetings and thanked  
               Councillor Fairhurst for organising the dinner. 
               He attended a public consultation session on the Landscape Character  
               Assessment – a review being carried out by DCC which will form part of the  
               evidence base to support the PDC Core Strategy. At his request the draft  
               document will now be put out for public comment, probably in spring 2007.  
               In view of the importance of the core strategy, this document must be  
               carefully and fully considered. 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
06/293     Five ladies were present and one raised questions on the proposal to convert  
                Snow Hill Lane into a BOAT. A long discussion took place  
                and it was agreed the Councillor George would look at the file at County  
                Hall to get background knowledge of this application. If historically it was 
                used by people with a horse and cart this may prove it is a BOAT. However, 
                if it can be proved otherwise it may be stopped.  Parishioners also have the 
                right to object but only on legal grounds. The Clerk will ask why the  
               Council  has not been informed of this proposal. 
                The Shitterton sign has been removed again. 
                Microbikes are being used in Elder Road. The matter has been reported to  
                the police were contacted. It was suggested that if it occurs again to report it  
                and obtain crime numbers and attempt to get the police to visit. If no  
                success and to contact Councillors Wharf and Shakesby with the evidence. 
 
Planning 
 
06/294     As the PDC meeting times had been changed because of Christmas there  
                had not been time for the Working Party to comment. There were only  
                minor matters and Councillor Fairhurst felt there would be no objections.          
                On the paintballing application it was felt that the Highway Authority  
                would object to the A31 access. The farmer had expressed concern  
                regarding his animals. 
                The Vitacress application has been deferred pending Defra and English  
                Nature sorting out a united approach. 
                There is a planning application coming for 33-4, North Street. 
 
 
 



Minutes of the last meeting 
 
06/295     The minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 006 were confirmed  
                correct.  
 
Matters arising 
 
06/296     239. Purbeck District Council does not put TPOs on tree owned by the  
                Highway  Authority. 
                Councillor Ventham has heard no more about the meeting between DCC,  
                Vitacress and himself over the roundabout sponsorship scheme. 
                240. Safer Route to School. There were  SIDs at the school today but no  
                flashing 20mph signs. 
                It was thought that the speed activated signs had been place there by the  
                Safety Camera Partnership.  
                The Clerk was asked to email Mr Brown  asking him to clarify the VAS  
                signs and to ask  when the flashing 20mph signs will be installed. 
                The exchange of e-mails between the Chairman and DCC Complaints  
               Officer was noted. He reported that Mr Evans had invited him to a meeting. 
                Councillor George agreed to attend as well. 
                278. It was felt the Certificate could be a multipurpose which could be  
                awarded to anybody who did something special for the village. The person  
                given one would be asked to attend a meeting to collect the award.   
                276.  Mr Cleave is working with John Lightfoot, the graphic designer, on  
                the final layout. It is likely that the printed plan will not be available until  
                late January. Mr Cleave is in contact with the Dorset Strategic Partnership 
                in the hope of obtaining additional funding. 
                The Chairman reported that he and the Vice-Chairman had met twice, to 
                allocate action tasks to individual Councillors, as agreed at the November 
                meeting. He confirmed each Councillor will be approached to ensure that  
                the allocations are acceptable. 
                286. Nothing further has been heard regarding the western access to  
                Shitterton. The Clerk was asked to contact Graingers. 
 
District Councillors Report  
 
06/297    The Boardwalk has been discussed by PDC and it was agreed to go ahead.   
               The Parish Council will have to ensure there is no overspend.  
               Full financial information re maintenance must be provided by PDC before 
               The Parish Council can consider taking over the Elder Road Open Space. 
               It must be ensured that the path to the west of the boardwalk is included in  
              the improvement work.  
              Cllr Wharf has provided details of refuse and recycling collections over the  
              Christmas/New Year period. It was suggested that next time perhaps sticky  
              labels could be used one for each bin. 
              The Enforcement order for Mr Trim has had to be reissued to allow for  
              corrections. 
              The provision of an email newsletter was also put forward. 
 
 



County Councillors Report 
 
06/298     DCC is looking at the 2007/8 budget and is trying to make large savings. 
                The supplementary Planning Document is looking at heathland  
                management. 
                On the Local Transport Infrastructure developers will be asked to make a 
                Contribution towards roads in Purbeck. 
                There have been so many complaints about the Core Strategy that it will be  
                going back for consultation. 
                 
Boardwalk 
 
06/299    The County Council is not proceeding, as quickly as was hoped with the  
               release of the bridge. There are delays with their replacement bridge and  
               until this has been dealt with ours cannot proceed. This may mean all the  
               work being done in two parts. Councillor Munro is looking at alternative  
               wooden bridges and a kit form bridge might not be much more than the  
               refurbishing costs of the metal one. 
 
Play Park 
 
06/300    The Clerk has spoken to Mr G Harding of PDC who feels that PDC may be  

willing to remove the covenant because of the housing need in the area. It          
was agreed to that the clerk should write to request that this be considered. 
Councillor George outlined the consultation process which will take place 
next year over a move of the park to a new site. Some grant making bodies 
have been found and the Clerk is to Contact Viridor Credits. 
The chairman reminded Councillors of the need to seek independent advice 
as to the value of the land on sale to synergy. The Clerk was asked to 
approach the District Valuer for this. 

 
                           Finance 
 
                           06/301    It was agreed to pay the accounts, totalling £693.42, as per the schedule. 
                                          The Budget and Financial Statement for November 2006 were accepted. 
                                          It was agreed to replace the computer and printer, in the new year, with a  
                                          budget figure of  approximately £450.00. Councillor Munro will make the 
                                          arrangements. 
  
                           Archiving 
 
                           06/302    It was agreed to write to the Dorset Records Office to find out what services  
                                          they provide. 
 
                           PMUs 
 
                           06/303    The following work has been identified: 
                                          Potholes at Shitterton, gullies either side of Shitterton bridge, most road  
                                          signs in the parish need cleaning, the signs on Rye Hill are overgrown and  
                                          are difficult to see when the trees are in leaf..  



 Correspondence 
 
                            06/304    Of that received there is only a comment that this Council has no land that 
                                           it would wish to be included in the District Councils schedule of grounds  
                                           maintenance in the parish. 
 
                            Defects 
 
                            06/305     The handrail on the north west side of the footbridge is rotten and  
                                            collapsing. The Clerk will e-mail Mike Goater of PDC with this and a  
                                            request for a warning sign about the fact the boardwalk is slippery. 
                                            The Clerk is also to look into the necessity for a warning sign, regarding, 
                                            the memorials in the cemetery and the DAPTC will be asked for advice. 
                                            The waste bin in the car park has also been removed from its usual  
                                            position.  
 
 
                             Reports of committees etc 
 
                             06/306    Cemetery. This is looking quite good. It was agreed to grant an Exclusive 
                                            Right of Burial to Mr G Pick re Mrs Morgan and her son. 
                                            Rights of Way. These are wet and slippery but otherwise OK. 
                                            Trees. One fell near the boardwalk but has been moved out of the way. 
                                            Parish Magazine. Recycling/refuse timetable, email address book, and 
                                                                         Microbikes. 
                                            Public Transport. The Clerk is to chase up a site for a seat in West Street. 
                                            Youth. The Clerk is to follow up Mr Storey re No climbing signs, the bill  
                                                        for surfacing and the basketball hoop. Mr Tucker will paint the  
                                                        shelter again. 
                                             Play Group. It is still waiting to hear about funding for a new building 
                                             Crime Prevention.  Bere Regis is relatively peaceful. An invite is to go to 
                                                                            Inspector Adams for the February meeting. 
                                             Village Hall.  There are puppets booked for February, live music and  
                                                                    Forest Forge are returning. The panto is on 27th January. 
                                                                    The hall is used for 75% of the available time and there is 
                                                                    Some funding coming from Awards for All. 
                                              Environment.  It has been wet but most records show it has been the  
                                                                      warmest year for many years. 
 
                                 Any other business 
       
                                 06/307      Mr Larder may move the bin in the car park. 
                                                  Synergy has a figure of 59 people wanting affordable housing to stay in  
                                                  the Village or to return to it. 


