
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 11th January 2007 at 6.30pm. 
 
Present   Councillors R L Duncanson, L W Fairhurst, J George, J Macintosh, 
               C Maunder, T Maunder, M S Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, 
               I Ventham, P Wharf (to 9.30) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Apologies 
 
07/001     An apology has been received from Councillor M Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Planning 
 
07/002     Mr M Grime Head of Development and Building Control (PDC) gave a talk 
                on how planning was administered and the controls that it was governed  
                by. A handout was also provided which gives details of all the guidance  
                available and of all the considerations that have to be made. The role of the 
                Parish Councils is included as well as details of what are and are not 
                acceptable objections in the procedures. 
                He then spoke about 2 contributions that now have to be made when  
                planning applications are put forward. These go towards the Dorset  
                Heathland Interim Mitigation Plan and the Purbeck Transportation Strategy 
                and could add £8,000 to the cost of a 3 bedroomed house. The income from  
                this will not necessarily be spent in the area where it originates and so 
                Purbeck will be a gainer in this. The heathland measure have been taken to  
                stop encroachment onto this type of land which is now not just of national 
                importance but international as well. The second is a measure to help with  
                the costs of improving the infrastructure to cope with traffic changes with  
                the new building.               
                This has caused some problems for the planning staff. He also alerted the 
                meeting to the PDC website and the PASS part of it which can be used to  
                look up planning applications and what has happened to them.  
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
07/003     Seventeen parishioners were present most of whom were there to comment  
                on the locked gate that has been put across the Footpath at Yearlings  
                Bottom thus preventing horses and riders from going through. The people  
                were  very upset about this because instead of  crossing the road from just  
                opposite they now have to ride along the C6 to the top of Rye Hill before  
                being able to turn down to Turnerspuddle. They also felt this Council had  
                not done enough. Councillors Fairhurst and C Maunder explained what  
                had happened, what had been done by the Council and stating that it had not  
                been able to do more. Any right of appeal would be on the grounds that the 
                inquiry had not been conducted properly which would cost thousands of  
                pounds which the Council did not have. It was agreed that the Clerk will  
                write to the Dorset County Council on the matter of safety on the C6 and  
                requesting signs warning of horses. The Chairman and Councillor Wharf  
                will also approach the landowner to see if he would allow access for horses. 



07/003  cont 
 
                Another parishioner was concerned about the use of Woodbury Hill for  
                paintballing, and its affect on riders although the planning application had  
                been rejected.. At present the area can be used for 28 days per year without  
                permission and this will be monitored. As landowners the Estate will have  
                to maintain the countryside. 
               Publicity for what is occurring in the parish can be found on the website, 
                in the Parish magazine and the local newspapers.  
               Two others spoke about the planning application 2006/1046. 
               It was agreed to go ahead with 2 new parts for the website a) a 
               Village Volunteers Service ie services required and also those available, 
                b) Items wanted and those available free. 
 
Planning 
 
07/004     It was agreed to comment as per the Working Party report as amended for  
                Application 2006/1046. 
                 
                No objections. 
                2006/1048  D Day Cottage, West Street. Replace garage and hobby room 
                 

    2006/1096, 1097 and 1098. 85 West Street. Convert building into two self 
    Contained flats and erect two self contained flats and parking. 
 
     Object to 2006/1046  Coach Cottage, North Street. Change of use from  
     Workshop to residential, erect double garage and garden store on the  
     Grounds: 
     After a full discussion it was agreed to object to the application owing  
     to the density of the development, it is back development in a Conservation  
     Area and permission has been refused, in the past, on the same grounds. 
 

Minutes of the last meeting 
 
07/005     The minutes of the meeting on 14th December 2006 were confirmed correct, 
                 except minute 06/276 should read Julian Lightfoot 
 
Matters Arising 
 
07/006     06/293 BOAT on Snow Hill Lane.  Councillor George met Chris Slade  
                (DCC) and gave a brief report of this. There seems to be evidence for and  
                against BOAT status and there is some concern that any opposition to this  
                one may encourage others to apply for the same status. 
                Councillor George is to obtain further evidence and then produce a letter 
                for the Clerk to send. 
                06/296 Roundabout Sponsorship. Councillor Ventham will follow this up. 
                06/305 cemetery signs. The clerk has spoken to the Chief Executive of  
                DAPTC who repeated his e-mail that signs are best not used as it could be  
                construed that the council was admitting there is a problem. He felt that  
                regular checks and a Risk Assessment for a six monthly check would be  



07/006  cont 
 
                sufficient and would satisfy the insurance company. It was agreed to  
                continue on this basis. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
07/006     Councillor Wharf has spoken to the Community Beat Officer and has  
                reminded her of this Councils meetings and asking her to attend.  
                There is to be a “light touch” review of ethical governance, Code of 
                Conduct and monitoring arrangements. Parishes can attend on 31st January. 
                The chairman and Councillor C Maunder will attend. 
                There has been a special Council meeting on Pathfinder Status – this is  
                looking at Unitary Authorities and PDC is keeping a close eye on this. 
 
Parish Plan 
 
07/007     The Chairman circulated copies of the allocated action items from the Plan, 
                 all of which had been discussed individually with Councillors. He stressed 
                 the need to continually work toward implementation of the actions  
                 identified by residents. It was understood that councillors could not succeed  
                 with these tasks without involving interested villagers. 
                 It was agreed to establish a rolling reporting system. Reports on the first  
                 five portfolios would be provided to the Council in march, May July etc. 
                 Reports on the remaining portfolios would be in April, June, August etc. 
                 The Chairman asked all Councillors to study again that part of the Plan 
                 covering their own portfolios.   
                 Mr Cleave has applied to Dorset community Action for a top up grant of 
                 £650. The plan is to provide every househiold with a concise black and  
                 white version of the Plan with 100 full colour copies also being printed.        
 
Safer Route to school 
 
07/008      The Chairman and Councillor George met Mr M Evans (DCC) to discuss 
                 the Councils complaints. The Department of Transport will not allow  
                 flashing 20mph signs hence the VAS, this was not mentioned the  DCC   
                 letter. He was asked for the policy on Zebra Crossings and replied that each  
                 application is dealt with individually. It was not certain if a the survey held  
                 had been vehicles and/or people but another will be conducted. 
                  It was agreed that the names of the owners of lorries using the C6 would  
                  be collected and a letter sent requesting that they tell their drivers to adhere  
                  to the speed limit on Rye Hill. 
                  The Clerk is to write to the CO at Bovington asking why tanks are now  
                  using the C6 in threes instead of two at a time.  
 
Certificate of Merit 
 
07/009     It was agreed that Councillor Ventham invite the first 2 recipients to attend  
                the next meeting, for a brief presentation at the start. 
 



Boardwalk 
 
07/010     There is no news on the bridge and the next project meeting is on 7th  
                 February. The cost of a wooden one in kit form was thought to be  
                 around £2,500, Councillor Munro is investigating this. 
 
Play Park 
 
07/011     The District Valuer will value the land at a net cost of approximately £400. 
                 Mr G Harding (PDC) will put the council’s request, to lift the covenant on 
                 Building, before the District Council’s Management Team or Policy  
                 Group. 
                The shelter has not been painted yet because of conditions and the need to 
                 fence it off while the work is carried out. The warning sign cannot be found 
                 and the Clerk will investigate. 
                 Councillor Duncanson was disappointed with the surfacing and felt it could 
                 be looked at again. It was agreed to leave this until the Parish Plan group  
                 has had a chance to look at Youth facilities. 
 
Finance 
 
07/012     It was agreed to pay the two accounts totalling £326.00.  
                The Budget and financial Statement for December were accepted. 
                The report of the Financial Working Party was accepted and the precept 
                for 2007/8 is £18,525. This was proposed by Councillor Ventham seconded 
                by Councillor T Maunder and agreed unanimously. 
 
Correspondence 
 
07/013     Of that circulated it was agreed to scan the poster on Housing Telephone  
                Advice to Alison Debenham and to put the poster in the Post Office. 
                The Enforcement Notice at Hyde Sawmills has gone to appeal.                     
 
Defects 
 
07/014     The Manor Farm Road sign is broken. 
                 There are potholes in the C6 near The Warren and on the road to  
                 Turnerspuddle and the 30mph sign on the west side of Rye Hill is  
                 obscured. 
 
Reports of committees etc 
 
07/014     Cemetery. This is looking quite good apart from a little damage at the top  
                 where a hearse became stuck. At present the grass does not need cutting. 
                 The headstones are alright, there are two posts out of the ground.  
                 Rights of Way. There are trees leaning over Footpath 8. Councillor C  
                 Maunder will look at these. 
                 Parish Magazine. To go in are items on the website, Yearlings Bottom and  
                 the Parish Plan. 
                 Public Transport. Councillor Pitts attended the last PTAG meeting which  



07/014  cont 
 
                 was mainly on Swanage and Wareham and which appears to go nowhere  
                 except for the Home Hopper service. 
                 Crime Prevention. The next meeting is on 7th February. 
                 Village Hall. There is a visit from a puppet show and forest Forge. 
                Environment.  It has been very wet and there have been flood warnings and 
                significant flooding in parts of Dorset including the Piddle Valley. Ground  
                water could prove to be a problem soon. 
                 
Any other business 
 
07/015     Councillor Pitts felt that something needed to de done about the service  
                received from Dorset County Council. One difficulty is that once the  
                complaints procedure is started the timescale is quite long. It was suggested 
                that the DAPTC could be informed of this.  
 


