
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 12th July 2007 at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT     Councillors C Maunder, T Maunder (7.10 to 8.55), M S Munro, D  
                      Shepherd, J Parsons (Chairman), I Ventham, M Shakesby (DCC) and  
                      Mr J Ruddock (Clerk).  
 
Apologies 
 
07/097     Apologies have been received from Councillors L W Fairhurst, J George, J  
                Pitts and P Wharf. 
 
Police 
 
07/098    PCSO Dunesby and colleague gave a presentation of Police actions to 
               curb antisocial behaviour.   
               They are forming Neighbourhood Groups and are to conduct surveys 
               find out what the public wants. It has gone a long way to solve problems in 
               Lytchett Matravers and hopes to do the same in Bere Regis. Their normal  
               are until 10pm for the late shift but these can be revised if a presence is  
               required after 10pm. If the back up of police officers is required this is 
               available but he has found in the past that his hasn’t been necessary. It is 
               anticipated that PCSO Dunesby will be in Bere Regis on Friday and  
               Saturday evenings. 
 
Co-option of a Councillor 
 
07/099    There was only one applicant Mrs Amanda Kennard who gave brief details 
               of her reasons for wishing to be co-opted. 
               Mrs Kennard was the duly co-opted onto the Council. 
 
Period For Public Participation 
 
07/100     2 parishioners were present but no matters were raised. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
07/101     The minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2007 were confirmed correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
07/102     07/083 Hedges. The hedge at Southbrook has been trimmed around the  
                Southbrook sign but brambles still overhang the pavement in Southbrook  
                itself. A further complaint has been received that it is creating danger for  
                Pedestrians. Also along the road to Egdon Close it is growing out into the  
                road blocking sight lines. It would also improve sight lines if it were  
                reduced in height at the corner with Southbrook. Councillor Pitts will be  
                asked to take this up again with Vitacress.   
                The system for Parish Councils to deal with landowners directly and then 



07/102  cont 
 
                contact the County Council, if nothing is done, is still awaited. 
                07/085 Roundabout. Vitacress are still on board but nothing has been heard 
                from Bartletts so Councillor Pitts has approached Dorset Reclamation. The 
                owners however, are on holiday. 
                Lollipop Lady. Councillor Pitts has emailed Mr Westwood (DCC) stating  
                this Council wished the zebra crossing to be installed and to retain the 
                Lollipop lady. The justification being that 

a) the zebra crossing costs come out of the remaining BP monies and  
               therefore there is no extra cost to the County Council. 

b) that in the initial discussion of the Safer Route to School the Councillors         
               were assured by DCC representatives that the Lollipop Lady could be  
               retained even if the Zebra Crossing was installed. In addition, the Council 
               requested that, for safety reasons, the 30mph sign half way down Rye Hill 
               could be moved up the hill towards Wool, preferably at the top (i.e. moved 
               approx 100 yards towards Wool). The justification is that currently the LH 
               30 mph sign coming down the hill is completely obliterated by bushes etc 
               but more importantly, when coming down the hill one has to break hard to  
               slow down to 30mph and many Councillors have experienced heavy lorries 
               often coming close to the rear of their car. It is thought that some movement  
               up the hill is possible as there is already one street light beyond the 30mph  
               sign and surely the sign could be moved 100 yards to improve safety. 
               West Street. Councillor Pitts has requested the 7.5 tonne weight restriction  
               and the 6’ 6” width restriction for West Street on the same basis as the  
               B3390 Route Strategy through Affpuddle and Warmwell. It is suggested that  
               there would be signs on the A35 from Dorchester, prior to the slip road to  
               Bere Regis and one either end of the village on West Street – presumably  
               near the 30mph sign. The justification is as the many references in the Parish  
               Plan, to traffic problems in West Street.  
               The only concern raised was that there was the occasional milk tanker  
               coming from and going to Milborne St Andrew but it was thought that there 
               was an alternative route. 
               Councillor Shakesby said that when the B3390 Route Strategy comes in it 
               would allow large lorries but for access only. 
               Surgery.  Councillor Ventham has not been able to speak to the doctors. 
               07/089.  Refuse Collection. A letter has been sent and a reply is awaited. 
               07/095.  The signs requested have not been dealt with but the Shitterton sign 
               is back in place. 
               07/096  Footbridge. This matter is progressing satisfactorily. 
               Councillor Munro is hoping that refurbishing of the footbridge will cost  
               around £1,000. 
 
Planning 
 
07/103      There is a vacancy on the Planning Working Group and it was agreed that 
                 Councillor Shepherd fill this. 
 
                 The recommendations of the Working Party, as follows, were accepted. 
 



07/103  cont 
 
                 There were no objections to these applications. 
 
                  6/2007/0400   Ragamuffins, Bere Regis School. To erect a replacement  
                                         building. 
 
                 6/2007/0441  16 Egdon Close. Erect a single garage and new access. 
 
                 6/2007/0447   Tollgate Cottage 72, West Street. Erect a replacement shed. 
 
                 6/2007/0472   88 West Street. Change of use to Class A3, create new 

473   customer toilet, replace side door and it extractor fan to 
rear window. 

 
               Other    The Vitacress application has been given permission, in principle  
                            only, subject to certain conditions to be agreed between parties. 
                            There is to be a site meeting at 3-4, North Street on 19th July at  
                            9.30am. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
07/104     From 2008 the District Council will retire en bloc not in thirds as at present. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
07/105     There has been a large fire at Wool resulting in the loss of 3 houses, not 
                helped by delays in fire appliances getting there over the crossing. 
                Councillor Shakesby is now on the South West Flood Defence Committee. 
                There has been a meeting, about the B3390,  with the police who will  
                support the comments of the community over policing. If the strategy is 
                followed there will be more traffic on the C6. 
                Affordable Housing has been raised by central government as a matters of 
                grave concern. 
                Purbeck has gone through the Examination in Public, in respect of future  
                housing requirements.  
 
Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
07/106     The Chairman explained the URGENT items were to prevent matters from 
                slipping through the net. 
 
               FULL REPORTS 

a) Housing & Planning. Very little has happened but Councillor Fairhurst  
               discussed the District Valuers report with the Chairman and it was agreed  
               that the Chairman contact Synergy to discuss the valuation and report back 
               as soon as possible. The Chairman read the letter he sent to Synergy. 
               A long discussion took place on this and one suggestion that was made was 
               that the council look at providing the housing itself and that this would  
               provide an asset for the village as a whole. This will be discussed in more  



07/106    cont 
 
               detail at the next meeting.   
               It was also agreed that the project would need the support of the village and 
               the future of the play park would have to be decided first. 
               Work has started in Griffins yard and the ground clearance is nearly  
               completed. 
               Purbeck DC was taken to the ombudsman for not enforcing planning  
               regulations at Hyde Sawmills. All but one complaint were dismissed but it 
               was recommended that the Council makes regular visits to the site. Officers  
               are concerned that there may be a material change of use and wish to take  
               legal advice but as such arrangements are limited they are unable to do so. 
                

b) Youth & Education. Councillor Kennard agreed to take this on with 
Councillor George. 
 
c) Medical Facilities. Councillor Ventham is waiting for a reply from the  
Doctors. It may pay to wait until the new doctor is in place. 
 
d) Amenities, Services & Tourism.  The cemetery is looking very nice and 
 tidy but the railings will need painting soon. It was agreed to ask Mr A 
Shave if he would be interested in doing this. 
Mr Davidson (PDC) has replied regarding the Toilet Block saying he will 
give a full response as soon as possible. His reply will also cover the car 
park and  recycling bins. 
e) Community Hall. At present the Drax Hall is doing well. It participates 
in the Purbeck Film Festival in October, a display of collectables and craft 
In August and a Magic Show in September. Because of bad weather the  
Church Garden Fete was held in the hall and was very successful. 
f) Communication. Items for the magazine are the visit from the PCSOs 

and their survey, a new Councillor and the footbridge. 
 
               URGENT REPORTS 

a) Environment. There has been some surface flooding but otherwise no 
problems. There are now more teeth for the Environment Agency to prevent 
building where flooding may cause problems. There is alternative housing  
that can cope with this problem. 
b) Employment.  There has been contact with Mr Westwood (DCC) 

regarding Brown Signs and these are possible. Councillor Ventham will 
speak to the PCC regarding one for the church. 

 
Finance 
 
07/107    a)  It was agreed to pay the accounts totalling £649.11. 
               b)  The Budget and Financial Statement for June 2007 were accepted. 
               c)  It was agreed to donate £1,000 to various youth based organisations 
                    leaving a further £1,000 to be decided on as applications came in. These 
                    should have some benefit for the village. 

c) A satisfactory quarterly internal audit has been carried out. 
 



Correspondence 
 
07/108      Of that circulated it was noted that there was training at Purbeck on 19th 
                 July from 1 to 4pm and the Chairman may attend. There was Housing  
                 Training on 20th September from 1 to 4pm. 
  
                 Comments are required on Landscape Assessment by 1st August and the  
                 form can be downloaded from the website. 
      
                 Mrs Saunders from Elder Road has emailed with enquiries re repairs to  
                 the play park fence and the possibility of buying a small slice of it. 
 
Defects 
 
07/109     Councillor Munro will remove the tree at Southbrook Arch. 
                The Clerk will write to DCC regarding the manhole, in the road outside 
                the Drax Hall, which is collapsing. 
 
Memorial 
 
07/110     Approval was given for the proposed memorial to Mrs Barbara Morgan and  
                her son Henry. 


