
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 13th September 2007 in the Drax Hall at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT    Councillors L W Fairhurst, J George, C Maunder, T Maunder, M S  
                     Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, I Ventham (from 7.50), P Wharf, 
                     M Shakesby (DCC from8.50) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Code of Conduct 
 
07/123     Mr P Aston (PDC) gave a briefing on the new Code of Conduct. He gave 
                out the Model Code, the Guide for Members, a simplified run through of the 
                Code and the bulletin. 
                The main difference for Councillors is that members with a Prejudicial  
                Interest, although they still have to leave the meeting, can make  
                representations, answer questions or give evidence provided that the public   
                are given the same opportunity. 
                He also went through the 10 general principles of conduct. 
                Councillors were also reminded that they should consider their behaviour 
                outside of meetings where members of the public could be under the  
                impression that they are speaking as Councillors. A new bill, if enacted, will  
                enforce this at all times. 
                Confidential information should also not be disclosed and examples are  
                given in the guidance. 
 
Apologies 
 
07/124     Apologies from Councillors A Kennard ( family illness) and D Shepherd  
                (away on business). 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
07/125     The minutes of the meeting held on 9th August 2007 were confirmed  
                correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
07/126     07/112 ( petrol station). The Clerk is to chase this up. 
                07/120 (war memorial) The memorial is already listed as it is within the  
                curtilage of the church which is Grade 1. The Clerk will notify English  
                Heritage of this. 
                07/122 (Local Development Framework) Mr M Sturgess (PDC) will speak 
                to the next meeting on 11th October. 
 
Planning 
 
07/127     The recommendations, of the Working Party, as follows were agreed: 
 
                6/2007/0571  5A Shitterton. Erect a single storey extension at rear & a 
                                      pitch roof with rooflight over the garage. 



07/127  cont 
 
                No objection to extension but note that the building moves closer to the  
                Bere Stream in an area which has flooded in the recent past. 
 
                6/2007/0622  Plot 8 land r/o 10/11 North Street.  Erect 2 storey dwelling  
                                      amended to that approved by PP 6/2006/0753. 
                                      No objection provided the hedge is not removed. 
 
                6/2007/0623  Plot 17 land r/o 10/11 North Street. Erect 2 storey building 
                                      amended to that approved by PP 6/2006/0753. 
                                      No objection. 
 
                6/2007/0626.  Purbeck Shooting School. Erect clubhouse & ancillary  
                                       buildings to consolidate on & off site facilities. 
                                       No objection on the condition that the soundproofing bund is 
                                      completed satisfactorily and meets previous conditions laid  
                                      own. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
07/128     At a recent meeting the Heathlands issue was discussed and the options that  
                are available. Consultation will be carried out in September and October. 
                There will be various meetings and he urged Parish Councillors to attend at  
                least one of them. He provided a map which shows the areas and which 
                charge applies. 
                The District Council has to produce a regular magazine for its population or  
                it could miss out on grants. 
                Central Stores has a problem with the opening hours PDC have allowed for  
                the restaurant and it was agreed to write to Mike Grime asking him to  
                reconsider this. The Chairman will draft a letter for approval. 
                Councillor Wharf felt the DCC will radically alter its opinion on the traffic 
                that the waste recycling plant at Binnegar will create and the effect this will 
                have on the C6. The suggested levels of traffic are incorrect as is the effect  
                on the environment. He is not against waste recycling but if this goes ahead  
                DCC should contribute £5,000,000 towards a bypass for Bere Regis. 
                Councillor Fairhurst said that on figures given this was a 12% increase in  
                vehicles. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
07/129     Councillor Shakesby has spoken to DCC officers regarding overgrown road 
                signs in the area. There are problems with the B3390 and roadworks on the  
                A351 at Sandford will cause restrictions and he will ask where the traffic  
                will go and what plans do officers have to reduce the impact on Bere Regis. 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
07/130    FULL REPORTS 

a) Housing & Planning incl Play Park). 
The Chairman read out a letter from the District Valuer and an email from 
Synergy received today. These were discussed at length and it was agreed  
that the Clerk write to Mr M Sturgess (PDC) to say that this Council requires 

               requires the play park land to be within the village boundary and asking how  
              do we go about this and how long will it take. It was also agreed to ask if the  
               District Council would waive one or both of the contributions towards the   
               Heathlands Mitigation and Transportation. The letter is also to mention this 
               could be discussed when he attends the meeting in October. 
               Affordable Housing can be put on an Exception Site but the play park is  
               not one yet. 
               It was agreed to write to Synergy to clarify that its offer is includes a 
               contribution towards the new play park and to Raglan to say that they will  
                pay the Heathlands Mitigation and Transportation on top of their offer. The 
                Chairman will write these letters. 
 

b) Youth & Education. Councillor Kennard has looked at the Rospa report 
on repairs for the play park. It was agreed to obtain 3 quotes for each 
individual repair and to look at them in total. It was agreed the two 2 spring  
items should be removed and that a decision on the basketball hoop could be 
left in abeyance. 
The request from the owners of 31 Elder Road regarding repairs to the fence 
and the possible purchase of a strip of the play park land was discussed. It 
was agreed that if they wished to repair the fence they could but that a 
decision on selling the land was not possible yet but would be kept in mind. 
 
c) Medical Facilities. Councillor Ventham has not been able to meet the 
doctors. However it is understood that they are now available. 
 
d) Amenities, Services and Tourism. Councillor Pitts has been in contact 
with Bill Davidson (PDC) regarding the toilet block. It is understood that a 
report is going to the District Council recommending demolition with a part 
of the wall being retained for a boundary. The siting of the recycling bins is 
to be looked at to see how many bins could be put on the toilet block site. 
The PDC is happy to change the car park signs and discussions have taken  
place regarding Brown Signs for the church etc and Councillor Pitts has the 
application forms. The fee is £100 plus VAT for the initial eligibility 
assessment. The price for the signs will be cost plus 10%. There has been an 
indication that the breweries may make a contribution towards costs.  
The Chairman pointed out that Councillor Shepherd will work on the 
Amenities and Environment portfolios. 
 
e) Community Hall. Pip put on a very good show recently. 

 
f) Communications. Affordable Housing, the Village Tidy, the West 
Street traffic survey and the Boardwalk are to go in the Parish Magazine. 

 



 
URGENT REPORTS 

a) Traffic & Public Transport. The first phase of the traffic census on Rye  
Hill has been completed. Mr Bastow (DCC) will get the advert, for the zebra 
crossing, ready so that this can go ahead. He would like this Council and the 
school to write in support of this. Councillor Shakesby said he would obtain 
a copy of the survey. 
A survey has also been carried out in West Street to ascertain the levels of 
use by lorries. This will also be mentioned in the magazine as questions have 
been asked about the tubes across the road. 
Councillor Pitts is meeting Mr Bastow on 17th September regarding the 
roundabout sponsorship. Bill Davidson (PDC) has said the planning 
permission will be £67.50 if this Council makes the application. Dorset 
Reclamation is looking into the cost of the scheme. 
 
b) Environment (including boardwalk). There has been a meeting of the 
Project Group which discussed, with Mr Lockyer, the route of the boardwalk 
in order to avoid crossing his land. Work has started and it is hoped it will be 
completed at the end of October. There will be an official opening possibly 
by the Lord Lieutenant and it is hoped that it will be covered by the press 
and TV because of the safer route to school and the cooperation in the 
community project.  
The bridge is in Poole, has been dismantled and is to be cleaned.  A 
specification of work, is needed from DCC, in order to reassemble it 
correctly.  
It is hoped that DCC will adopt the path and therefore maintain it.  
Using the bridge will save money and this can go towards the cost of the 
ramp on the southern side which is £1,800. Funding could be sought in the 
future to provide a length of boardwalk across Souls Moor.  
 
c) Law and Order.  Councillor Wharf has written to Inspector Adams and 
is disappointed at the lack of consideration shown. There has been no reply, 
no response from PCSO Dunesby and no further attendances at meetings. 
There have been three burglaries in the village recently. It was agreed to 
chase Inspector Adams for the time being. 

 
Quality Councils 
 
07/131     The Clerk has agreed to try to obtain the necessary qualification  so the 
                Council can achieve this status. The Chairman stated the council would help  
                where possible. 
 
Finance 
 
07/132    a) It was agreed to pay the accounts, for September, totalling £1,910.93. 
 
               b) The Budget and Financial Statement for August 2007 were accepted. 
 
 
 



07/132   cont 
 

c) It was agreed that the following be investigated for possible inclusion in 
               the budget for 2008/9. Work on some yew trees and painting the railings in  
                the cemetery and the Brown Signs. 
 

d) It was agreed to obtain 3 quotes for the cemetery maintenance for the 2  
                years commencing 1st April 2008.        
      

e) The External Auditors report, for 2006/7, stating that there were no  
matters to be raised was accepted. 
 

Correspondence 
 
07/133   Of the letters circulated the Chairman was attending the Planning training. 
           
               On polling districts etc it was agreed to ask PDC if it would use the Drax  
               Hall as a Polling Station in the future and to ask the resident of the house  
               north of Rogers Hill Farm if they wished to stay in Bere Regis or change 
               to Affpuddle. If they want to move this will also be requested. 
 
Any other business 
 
07/134    The Village Tidy is to be on 28th October and this should go in the Parish 
               Magazine. Councillor Munro will liaise with Councillor Shepherd on this. 
               Supplies are needed as is contact with the PDC Clean Neighbourhood  
               Officer. 
 
                It was agreed there was no objection to a mirror being placed on the  
                Drax Hall front wall to assist vehicles to exit from Blind Street. 


