
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 11th October 2007 at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT    Councillors L W Fairhurst, J George (from 7.45), A Kennard, C  
                     Maunder, T Maunder, M S Munro (from 8.50), J Parsons (Chairman), 
                     D Shepherd, I Ventham, Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Local Development Framework 
 
07/135     Mr M Sturgess and Mr S Dring (PDC) gave a presentation on this subject  
                starting with an update of the Core Strategy. The District Council has been  
                told that it had not explored all the options and has to do this again. 
                He gave out several pages of information and then went through them  
                giving a broader picture.  
                The RSS sets figures for housing targets, at present 105 per year for  
                Purbeck, but this could change. The panel is under pressure to increase  
                numbers and the western sector at Lytchett Matravers/Poole could be a site 
     although Purbeck has objected to this. 
                The Heathlands contribution goes towards recreational areas and improving 
                heathland and the first project is Upton Heath and Woods. 
                There will be a Settlement Vision, for larger settlements including Bere  
                Regis, at the start of the LDF and the main input will be from those  
                settlements. The new Strategy will be different and will take on board all  
                those comments from the past. Any new comments will have to be in by 
     October 2008. 
                 Mr Cleave welcomed the approach by PDC and liked the adding in of the
      functionality of settlements. 
                 The southern bypass, for Bere Regis, is part of the Purbeck Transport Study
      but this is several years old and needs remodelling. The actual route will
      be looked into at a later date. 
      The Council was told it should put forward all possible sites for housing  
                 that it could identify. 
                 The Village Envelope will be looked at as part of the Core Strategy so the 
      possible inclusion of the play park will have to wait until then. 
                 Mr Dring and Mr Sturgess were thanked for the presentation. 
 
Police 
 
07/136     PC Stuart said he was part of the team for Bere Regis, Bloxworth, Morden,          
     Lytchett Matravers and Sandford. He works with PCSOs Dunesby and  
                Benwell. At present they are conducting surveys in the area which will lead
     to base level assessments of the views of the public. These will be done  
     annually.  
                PACT panels are being set up, mainly members of Task Groups, to discuss  
                local matters. Posters are to go up identifying the officers in the team and  
                their contact points 
                He felt the youth problems in Bere Regis were different from those at   
                Lytchett Matravers, because there is no youth influx coming in from Upton  
                and Hamworthy.  



07/136  cont 
 
                He understood that the PCSOs had found no problems but would be  
                speaking to them to see if they have any ideas for the village. 
                A parishioner said the only officer he had seen recently was in a car at 11am 
     and it would have been better if he had been on foot in the evening. 
                 
Apologies 
 
07/137     Apologies from Councillors J Pitts, P Wharf and Councillor M Shakesby  
                (DCC). 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
07/138     5 parishioners were present and Mr Woodward raised the matter of  
                speeding cars in North Street, especially those leaving the clubs.  After a 
                full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk  write to the County Council  
                asking them to extend the 30mph speed limit northwards to the gate, to  
                install speed humps on the stretch from the gate to the houses, to replace a 
                sign at the entrance to North Street indicating a no through road and  
                suggesting this be discussed with Councillor Pitts. 
                The Clerk is also to write regarding the obscured 30mph sign on the west  
                side of Rye Hill. 
                It was agreed that Councillors would bring suggested names, for the North  
                Street development, to the next meeting. Councillor C Maunder will speak  
                to Mr G Griffin for his views. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
07/139      Minute 07/127 application 6/2007/0626 had the following added “  
                 Councillor Pitts declared a prejudicial interest and took no part in this  
                 matter”.  
                 The minutes of the meeting on 13th September 2007 were then confirmed  
                 correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
07/140     07/128  (Café). The Chairman reported that he had, that day, received a  
                reply from Mr Hartigan (PDC) to the Council’s letter. He read this to the  
                Council together with an email from Mr Grime following a discussion with  
                him earlier in the day. It was agreed that the PDC reply was unsatisfactory  
                and a further letter would be sent by the Chairman, on behalf of the Council. 
                This would state that it is considered unreasonable to prejudge any  
                complaints before full opening hours are permitted, that the Parish Council 
                require to know under what powers PDC is allowed to apply such  
                restrictions on trade and that if Central Stores closes the village will lose  
                50% of its shops. This would not only reduce the amenities of the village  
                but would have a detrimental effect on tourism. 
                The Chairman was asked to write to Mr Roden strongly urging him to take 
                the advice of Mr Grime in his letter date 21st August 2007. 



07/140  cont 
            
                07/133 (Rogers Hill Farm). The Clerk will chase this up. 
 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
07/141     The recent meeting of Chairman with the District Council was interesting 
                and worthwhile. 
                There may be recognition of volunteers in parishes and towns. This would 
                be once a year with names going onto an Honours Board. 
 
Parish Plan Portfolio Reports   
 
07/142     FULL REPORTS 

a) Traffic & Public Transport.  Councillor Pitts was not present. 
 

b) Environment.  The Village Tidy is on October 28th and Councillor  
Shepherd will discuss the details with Councillor Munro as soon as 
possible. 
Vitacress have cut the footpaths as they did last year. 
Boardwalk. There have been discussions with the contractor over the cost of 
further work to be done. This would include the ramp. It was agreed that the 
Councillor Munro and the Chairman should meet Helen Lilley (PDC) on 
site to discuss this. If all was acceptable Councillor Fairhurst proposed that 
the Chairman be authorised to agree additional expenditure of up to £2,000, 
this was seconded by Councillor T Maunder and agreed by the Council. 

 
c) Employment. No developments. 

 
 

d)  Law and Order. No developments 
 
e) Communication. Items for the magazine are Charity works, 
Boardwalk, speed in North Street, visit from PC Stuart, Core Strategy and 
Christmas trees. 
 
URGENT REPORTS 
a) Housing & Planning.  There has been no reply from Raglan but      
 Synergy have said they will negotiate with PDC but in their opinion the   
 £10,000 they offered per plot is the high end not the middle. The £35,000 
 Contribution towards the new play park will have to go before their Board. 
 The Councils reply was to go no further until it has looked at all options. 
 It was agreed that the Chairman and Councillors Fairhurst and C Maunder 
 should discuss the situation and report to the next meeting. 
 

b) Youth & Education Councillor Kennard has visited the Kicking Wall 
area and found it not looking too good. It is not possible to put up the 
basketball hoop without obstructing the goal.  
She has been visited by PCSO Dunesby over the survey but has also 



07/142   cont 
    

discussed  other matters. She is happy to go round the village with him and 
will also contact PC Stuart. Among other plans are an attempt to bring 
back the under 9s football team and she has spoken to Dorset Youth 
Services about the help they can give. 
It was agreed that it was necessary to speed up the repairs on the play park. 
The Clerk will email quotes to Councillors George and Kennard. 

 
                  c)  Medical.  No developments. 

 
     d) Amenities, Services & Tourism.  The cemetery is looking lush and very    

 good. 
  It was agreed to get quotes for tidying up the yew trees from 3 people.  

 
      e)  Community Hall. The Drax Hall is well supported and is showing Miss  

        Potter film on Saturday 
 
 

Finance 
 
07/143   a)  It was agree to pay the accounts for October, totalling £783.00. 

 
  b)  The Budget and Financial Statement for September 2007 were accepted. 

 
c)  The internal audit report from September was accepted. 

 
Correspondence 
 
07/144     Of the letters circulated the following was agreed: the Chairman will attend  
                the Buffet Lunch for the Chief Executive of DAPTC Mr David Webb and a 
                retirement gift contribution of £20 is to be made. 
               
                The Clerk is to reply to the letter from Ms Crisford of 11 Bitchams Mead. 
 
                The memorial for the late Mrs Bulpitt was approved. In future the Clerk will    
                deal with these unless there is something contentious. 
 
Defects 
 
07/145     Councillor Ventham will deal with the buddleia at Podgers. 
 
                 The Clerk is to write, to Morden Estate Company, about the overgrown  
                 hedge between The Chaneles and 45, West Street. A copy is to go to DCC. 
 
                  The hedge on the northern side of Southbrook, leading to Egdon Close,  
                  needs cutting back. Councillor Pitts could deal with this. 
 
 
 



Any other business 
 
07/146      The Council dinner is now on 7th November. 
 
                 Garden rubbish is being dumped at Shitterton, where the culprit is known.  
                 It is also happening in other places. This will go in the magazine. 
 
                 It was agreed to write to Rev I Woodward to congratulate him on his 
                 appointment as Honorary Canon to the Cathedral. 
 
                 The Clerk has received a telephone call, from the agents of Viridor, asking 
                 if they could address the Council  regarding the forthcoming planning 
                 application for Binnegar. They are to formally request this by email. If  
                 received the Clerk should agree this and stipulate it would be for 20  
                 minutes only including questions.  
 
 

 
        


