
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meting held on 8th November 2007 at 7pm 
 
PRESENT     Councillors L W Fairhurst, A Kennard, M S Munro, C Maunder,    
                      T Maunder (from7.25pm), J Parsons (Chairman) J Pitts, I Ventham, M 
                      Shakesby (DCC) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Apologies 
 
07/147     Apologies from Councillors J George and P Wharf. 
 
Binnegar Quarry 
 
07/148     Mr Cox, Mr P Cucha and Mr J Halewood (from SITA) gave a presentation  
                on the new planning application for this site. This was accompanied by a 
                large hand out which they provided. The presentation was followed by a  
                lengthy question and answer session. 
                The main concerns were the fact that the waste now appears to be coming  
                from the north and west of the county rather than Bournemouth and Poole. 
                Another firm has the contract to deal with this, but as SITA’s permission  
                has no end date this does not exclude waste coming in from the east. The 
               other problem is the effect of the additional traffic generated. The plan says 
                it will come form the west via the A352 through Broadmayne Winfrith and 
                Wool.  
                It was felt however that this route went through a very small village with  
                winding roads and the level crossing at Wool which would mean that  
                drivers would use the A35 and then the C6 past the school. Any waste  
                coming from the east is prevented from using the A351 through Sandford  
                owing to the traffic saturation so it would have to come via the A35 and C6  
                again. Likewise all traffic leaving the site would go back the same way. 
                There was no opposition to the proposed use of the site, which in fact is  
                supported, the problem is the volume of traffic that would be using the C6 
                and going past the school. If an southern bypass was built this problem  
                would be solved. 
                This session ended at 8.40pm with the Chairman thanking the SITA  
                representatives for the presentation. 
 
In attendance 
 
07/148    The Chairman welcomed Mr N King the Conservative parliamentary  
               candidate who was attending the meeting to get some local knowledge of  
               problems and concerns. 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
07/149     There were no longer any parishioners present but 2 had left letters  
                regarding their particular concerns which will be raised under matters 
                arising. 
 



Minutes of the last meeting 
 
07/150     The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October 2007 were confirmed  
                correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
07/151    07/138. North Street Development. The Chairman read a letter from Mr  
               Woodward regarding traffic problems and also put forward Mr Fysh’s  
               proposal that the gate be moved to a position just north of the last house in 
               North Street. 
               Councillor Pitts has spoken to Mr Bastow (DCC) and at present it was felt  
               best to leave this unless there was a real problem and then the padlock  
               would be replaced and the site manager would have a key and would  
               arrange access. That part of North Street is still subject to a 30mph limit and 
               Mr Bastock felt it would be better to leave any decision until after the houses 
               were completed because any decision made now could be obsolete then.  
               This matter is to go on the December agenda. 
               The matter of the name for the new development was discussed and it was  
               agreed to propose the name Griffins Yard. There were two abstentions in the  
               vote. The Clerk will inform PDC. 
               07/140  Café.  The Chairman has had no reply from PDC but has spoken to  
               the owner who has indicated that he will sell the business in a years time.  
               This is because he has personally been given permission for one year, with  
               conditions, and he hopes that at the end of the year this will be reviewed and  
               the conditions eased so that an advantageous sale can be arranged. 
 
Planning 
 
07/152    The recommendations of the Planning Working Party as follows, were  
               agreed: 
 
               There were no objections to: 
 
               6/2007/0734  20 Turberville Court. Convert one flat into two one bedroomed  
               sheltered flats. 
 
               6/2007/0748   88 West Street. Retrospective application to erect a satellite  
               dish. 
 
              The deadline for the next planning recommendations is the 6th for December  
               because of Christmas. Arrangements will be made to meet this. 
 
Binnegar Planning Application 
 
07/153     It was agreed to object on the following grounds: 

1) Traffic levels set out in the projection. 
2) The concern over the change of business plan 
 
 



07/153  cont 
 

3) The concern that the projection that 77% of the traffic, from the west, 
would be using the A352 was wrong. In reality it would use the A35 and 
the C6 through Bere Regis with 100% of the traffic going past the 
school. 

4) The Dorset County Council should carry out a traffic impact survey and 
ensure that a southern bypass should be in place if this goes ahead. 

 
                Councillor Pitts volunteered to draft a reply for approval and this was  
                agreed. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
07/154     Nothing to report. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
07/155     Nothing to report. 
 
Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
07/156     FULL REPORTS. 
 

a) Housing & Planning. Raglan has replied to say that its offer of £125,000  
is the gross figure and this council will have to pay the Heathland and 
Transportation contributions. This is a problem as £125,000 (net) is the 
lowest figure the District Valuer would recommend to us. To go against this 
would need the permission of the Secretary of State which would take 6 
months to obtain.  Councillors Fairhurst, C Maunder and the Chairman have 
not had time to meet and discuss this but will endeavour to do so before the 
next meeting. 
 
b)  Youth & Education.  Councillor Kennard reported there is a big youth 
project in hand. There is a committee and coaches for all ages of footballers 
working with the Sports Club. There is to be a presentation at the school 
on16th November about setting up a Youth Forum. A leaflet drop and 
survey is to be carried out in order to find out what people in the village 
want. A Dorset Community worker is overseeing what is happening so that 
everything is carried out correctly. Councillor Kennard has also spoken to 
the Vicar and is looking to lease some land for public use. 
With regard to the Play Park repairs Mr Mooney does not want the work, 
Mr Hall and Mr Moss have been away and the Clerk hopes to get quotes 
next week. It was recognised that some urgent work is required. 

 
               c) Medical Facilities. The Community System is now in place so hopefully  
                things will get started soon. 
 

d) Amenities, Services & Tourism. Councillor Pitts is having problems 
with PDC and getting replies. He has found out however, that Mr Goater is  



07/156    cont 
 

looking at the toilet block site from a safety aspect once it has been 
demolished.  
Councillor Pitts is still awaiting comments from PDC on the Parish Plan and 
will speak to Councillor Wharf about his problems. 
 
e) Community Hall.  Councillor C Maunder asked for support for the 

forthcoming Christmas activities. 
 
               URGENT REPORTS 
 

a) Traffic & Public Transport.  Councillor Pitts reported that an 
advertisement is needed before double yellow lines could go in. It was 
confirmed that they are required at the filling station, on either side of the 
Snow Hill junction with West Street and a single yellow line outside the 
surgery on the western side of Manor Farm Road. 

               Councillor Pitts has the details of the survey of traffic in West Street and the 
               application form for the Brown Signs. An advertisement is needed for the  
               zebra crossing and he has chased up this matter. 
 

b) Environment including the Boardwalk. Councillor Munro thanked  
Councillors for their help with the Village Tidy and the village does look 
tidy. 
With the help of PDC the footbridge area now looks tidy but he has had to 
source timber for the decking of the bridge because it is too wide for the 
recycled plastic. He needs an order for the work to be done to complete the 
task with the exception of the gravel path onto Souls Moor. The access and 
egress to and from Souls Moor to the south needs to be looked at. The 
Chairman suggested that the route to the school could be by turning right out 
of Souls Moor and heading towards Egdon Close, then turning left through 
the bungalows and onto the path at Rye Hill. It may be possible to ask DCC 
to provide signs. If the woodwork is complete the bridge could be delivered 
on 13th November. This council will be responsible for the delivery and 
erection of the bridge. Councillor Munro will carry out a Risk Assessment. 
The Clerk confirmed that the insurance position is satisfactory. 
The Environment Agency has erected signs for the River Piddle and Bere 
Stream. 
The hedges at Shitterton and between The Chaneles and 45 West Street have 
been cut. 
 
c) Employment.  Nothing to report 

 
d) Law & Order.  Nothing to report 

 
e) Communication. Concerns over traffic from Binnegar, youth, 
footbridge and the signs for the rivers are items to go in the Magazine. 

 
 
 



Code of Conduct 
 
07/157     It was agreed to adopt the 10 Principles of Public Life and a copy of the  
               Code of Conduct will be available, for inspection, at each meeting. 
 
Finance 
 
07/157     a) It was agreed to pay the accounts totalling £763.00. 
 

b) The Budget and Financial Statement for October 2007 were accepted. 
 
 
 
Correspondence  
 
07/157     There were no actions needed from the correspondence that has been  
                circulated. 
 
Defects 
 
07/158     The Manor Farm Road sign is missing. The Clerk will write to PDC  
                requesting a new one. 
  
Any other business 
 
07/159     Councillor C Maunder reported that the opening of the new Ragamuffins  
                building went very well.  
 
                Councillor C Maunder also reported that he had been unable to attend the  
                AGM of the DAPTC.               


