
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 13th December 2007 at 7pm 
 
PRESENT   Councillors L W Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder (from8.35), M S  
                    Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, D Shepherd, I Ventham and Mr J  
                    Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Police 
 
07/162     PCSOs Dunesby and Shoebridge attended the meeting and gave  
                apologies for John Stuart the CBO.  
                They have visited the village and do so when on late shifts and in the main  
                these are on a daily basis. The youngsters will chat to them and although  
                they have confiscated alcohol on a couple off occasions the main problem is                  
                during the warmer months.  
                Councillor Pitts felt there were two minor problems 1) speeding in North  
                Street, usually after football matches  and he asked if there was a chance of  
                a police presence on those occasions and  2) Schoolchildren playing in the  
                road outside the surgery at 7.45am. It appears that some patients are  
                intimidated by groups of young people PCSO Dunesby will visit to see  
                what he can do. 
                The Bere Stream sign fell over due to poor erecting but has been replaced.  
                The matter of the lead taken from the church roof is still under  
                investigation. 
                The survey has been completed and will be used as a basis for PACT  
                meetings. Another will be carried out in a years time for comparison  
                purposes. 
                It was thought that a regular item in the Parish Magazine, by the Police,  
                would be a good idea. Mr Dunesby was reminded, by the Chairman, that PC  
                Stuart had agreed to arrange this when he attended a previous meeting. 
 
Apologies 
 
07/163     Apologies have been received from Councillors George, Kennard, Wharf  
                and M Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
07/164      Mr King, from Hyde, raised the matter of the noise from Purbeck Shooting  
                 School. He has obtained, from PDC, details of conditions when the  
                 planning permission was granted. Another parishioner has walked on the 
                 site and has found that out of the five bund required only has been fully  
                 built another is partially complete and there is no sign of the remaining  
                 three. The Chairman pointed out that according to his information PDC 
                 had accepted this. Mr King has written to PDC and received a reply 
                 that officers will visit to monitor the situation but nothing else has been  
                 heard. The local residents are most concerned at the increasing level and  
                 regularity of the noise. As the business grows and there are more people  
                shooting the longer and more intense it becomes. It was agreed that the  



07/164    cont                 
 
                 Clerk write to PDC asking what is happening with regard to the problems.  
                 He will ask them to respond to Mr King as well as this Council. A copy is  
                 to go to Mr King. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
07/165     The minutes of the meting held on 8th November 2007 were confirmed  
                correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
07/166     07/151 (North Street). After a long discussion it was agreed to adhere to the 
                first decision of Griffins Yards and to leave the final decision to PDC. 
                07/140 (Café). The Chairman read a letter from Mr J Hartigan (PDC) and  
                pointed out that the fee mentioned was contrary to comments from Mr  
               Grime. The Chairman has seen the file and found that although PDC have 
               sought the views of neighbours they had received only one reply which was 
               favourable. This means they have already carried out the exercise to find the 
               views of neighbours. It was agreed that the Chairman would reply for the  
               Council.   
               07/155 (Binnegar). Purbeck District Council and Dorset County Council  
               have both signed up to the Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change that 
               concerns the carbon footprint and therefore the Proximity Principle. The 
               transportation of waste from east or the west of Dorset, to Binnegar, goes  
               against this. The Chairman will write to PDC to make this point. The  
               application has been put back and now looks likely to be heard in February  
               2008. It was withdrawn by the applicants who need to review at the traffic  
               situation. 
 
Planning 
 
07/167     It was agreed to accept the recommendations of the Planning Working Party  
                as follows: 
 
                There are no objections to:- 
 
                6/2007/0788   Jenkins Farmhouse, Lane End.  Demolish existing garage and  
                                      erect a single storey extension and fit new windows and doors. 
 
                6/2007/0842    The Corner Shop  17, North Street.  Change of use of the  
                                        ground floor from A1 shops to A2 Financial and Professional  
                                        Services. 
 
Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals Development Framework 
 
07/168      Councillor C Maunder felt that Chapter 5 on Sand and Gravel was the only  
                 one that affected Bere Regis. It was agreed to leave comments for the  
                 January meeting. 



 
Play Park 
 
07/169     The Chairman had previously circulated a report on the options available to  
                the Council.  
                It was agreed to accept the Synergy offer subject to the provisos set out in  
                the note.                
                It was also agreed that Councillors George and Kennard be asked to identify  
                alternative sites and to consult with the village. At the same time to look for  
                plans for a smaller park than the current one and identify any grants  
                available. 
                Sites suggested so far have been Elder Road Open Space (near the youth  
                shelter), the Sports Ground, the school grounds and Souls Moor.  
           
District Councillors Report 
 
07/170     Councillor Wharf refer to the proposed windfarm, at Masters  
                Pit in his item in the Parish Magazine. The PDC Planning Board had  
                decided to go further afield for views rather then just the parish it is in. 
                The Chairman visited the exhibition and had spoken to an official regarding  
                the difficulties their 125 foot long lorries would experience when delivering  
                the turbines prior to erection. There will be 43 vehicle journeys over the 6  
                to 9 month construction period. Once in use there would only be small  
                vehicles visiting and not that often. 
                The developers may retain ownership or the turbines could be sold on to  
                pension funds. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
07/171     Nothing to report. 
 
Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
07/172     FULL REPORTS 
 

a) Traffic & Public Transport.  Councillor Pitts has no knowledge about 
the advertisement for the zebra crossing, however once the period for  
objections is over work can go ahead quickly. 
He has written to DCC regarding the waiting restrictions and the officer  

               concerned is happy to go ahead with the advertisement but needs comments  
               from the local County Councillor and the Police. 
               He has also been talking to Mr J England re brown signage for the church  
               and car park but the application form is very large. 
               He has also seen the results of the traffic survey, in West Street, and there  
               is little evidence of use by heavy vehicles. Mr Stubbs (DCC) is  
               looking at the results. 
               There is some progress on the roundabout sponsorship as he has got some  
               drawings of  the proposed design. There will be no VAT payable for the  
    advertising thus cutting costs. However, there can be no further progress   
               because the sponsor is away until Easter.               
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b) Environment.  Councillor Munro reported on five inches of rain in five 
days in November. Levels are 20% above the average. This area of the 
Environment Agency has won an award for its Flood Warden scheme. He 
hopes to help produce a Flood Emergency Plan for the village. 
The Chairman circulated the final costings for the bridge, the total being 
£10,945 ie £145 above the agreed budget, due to a late additional charge of 
£200 for handrails. He explained that due to the close involvement of 
Councillor Munro it had been possible to erect an additional 3 metres of 
Boardwalk on the Souls Moor side. He will be recommending that the 
2008/9 precept be increased by £5,000 to allow for the construction of 
further boardwalk access across the boggy part of Souls Moor. Councillor 
Munro will then arrange for the construction of a hoggin path across the 
remainder of Souls Moor. 
The Council agreed that the bridge should be named “Malcolm’s Bridge”, 
in spite of Councillor Munro’s objection. 
The new boardwalk/bridge will be formally opened by the Lord Lieutenant 
on 10th January 2008. 
Councillor Munro and the Chairman were thanked for all their work.  
 
c) Law & Order.  Nothing to report. 

 
d) Communication.  Items for the magazine are: PCSOs, the bridge next to  

                the boardwalk, continued support for the Central Stores and the children  
                outside the surgery. 
 
                URGENT REPORTS 
 

a) Housing & Planning.  Nothing to report.  
 
b) Youth & Education. Mrs Kennard and another recently gave a 
presentation to the Sports Club on the widening of youth activities including 
younger football teams. There was a little concern over this because the 
coaching of youngsters is very strictly regulated.  

 
c) Medical Facilities.  Councillor Ventham is still waiting to see the  
Practice Manager. He will discuss with Dr Harley whether the Surgery 
can open at 8.15am to overcome the problem with the school children. 
 
d) Amenities, Service & Tourism.  The cemetery is looking wet but in good 
condition. Mr Shave had mentioned two headstones he was concerned about  

                but although they were leaning over they were considered safe by  
                Councillor T Maunder.. 
                The Policy Group of PDC is to look at the future of the toilet block. Using 
                the site, if demolished, for the recycling bins means negotiations with DCC  
                as it owns the pavement. Using the site, as a bus stop, is not considered  
                viable. 
                Councillor Pitts reported the Policy Group will also consider costings ie 
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                 £16,000 for demolition. The school bus would not be able to negotiate the 
                 car park any way. It was felt the County Council decided on pick up  
                 points and not the bus company. A bus shelter would be a good thing but  
                 there are 80 children to accommodate.  
                 The Chairman has been invited to attend the Policy Group to discuss the 
                 Toilet Block. 
 

d) Community Hall.  There has been good use of the hall in 2007 and  
there are a Puppet Show and a play booked for February 2008.  

                    
Finance 
 
07/173     a) It was agreed to pay the accounts totalling £1,486.76. 
 
                b) The Financial Statement for November was accepted.  
 
Correspondence 
 
07/174     Several Councillors took on the maps to investigate the possible place  
               names, in the village, as requested by PDC. 
 
               No other circulated correspondence needed action. 
 
Defects 
 
07/175     There is a large puddle north of Shitterton Bridge which is caused by a  
                blocked drain. The Clerk will write to PDC as this is on their land. 
                The Clerk will also write to DCC regarding blocked drains in North and  
                West Street especially the one near 104 North Street which is also overhung  
                by the hedge. 

The sign near Southbrook Bridge, by the lay-by also needs fixing. 
Mr Shave is concerned regarding the large amount of leaves there have been 
on the western pavement of Rye Hill. They have gone now but could prove 
a problem when wet. 
 

Any other business 
 
07/176     Mrs Molly Carlyle, a longstanding Parish Councillor died recently. 
 
                Councillor Pitts felt that, following on from the letter to DCC regarding  
                Binnegar, the Council should do more to show its concerns over the  
                increase in traffic in and around the village. 

It was agreed that an exploratory meeting with other Parish Council 
Chairmen should be held to see if any concerted action could be done on a 
larger scale. The Clerk will find out the details. 
 
The Clerk asked if a piece could go into the Parish Magazine offering the 
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well rotted grass cuttings, in the cemetery, for compost  free of charge. Mr 
Mooney is concerned that the area is filling up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


