
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 10th January 2008 at 7pm  
 
PRESENT     Councillors L W Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder (from 7.10), M S  
                      Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, I Ventham (from 7.15), P Wharf  
                      and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Apologies 
 
08/001      Apologies have been received from Councillors J George, A Kennard and 
                 M Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
08/002      Five parishioner were present and Mr King from Hyde spoke regarding the  
                 Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals Development Framework. Prior  
                 to this Councillor P Wharf declared an interest in this matter and took no  
                 part in the discussion. 
                 Mr King provided copies of the response from RAGE(Residents against  
                 gravel extraction) for councillors to peruse. He then went through the main  
                 points upon which the group had commented, which included, not building  
                 on other mineral deposits, the proximity of houses to the workings, a  
                 timescale for working the deposits, and then restoration of the area. 
                 Mr Fysh would like to see the follow up to matters raised at Parish Council  
                 meetings. He would also like to see a relief road round the village so that it  
                doesn’t suffer because of gravel extraction or any other use. He felt that if  
                 large businesses are to make money from their interests it is only right that  
                 they should contribute towards a relief road. 
                 He also raised the matter of traffic in North Street. This is still ongoing and 
                 Councillor Pitts stated that the County Council would not look at this again  
                 until the new development was completed. Mr Fysh is not against the new 
                 development, although it will increase the number of cars in North Street,  
                 it is the cars visiting the village that cause the problem, together with  
                 motorcycles.    
                 This matter is still on the table and will not be forgotten. 
                 PCSOs Benwell and Shoebridge were present and reported that burglaries  
                 are down in number now. They will visit the village at the times when  
                 there are traffic problems including those motorcyclist ,who apparently  
                 use North Street as a rat run because they can by-pass the gate. 
                 They are visiting the village regularly and will report back to PC Stuart                     
                 about a regular piece in the Parish Magazine. Councillor Wharf suggested  
                 that it might be a good idea if there could be a police presence at his  
                 monthly surgery. It was agreed to ask if this could be done and the  
                 Chairman and Vice-Chairman will take it in turns to provide a Parish  
                 Council presence as well. Any Councillors who wished to take part could                     
                 do so. It could also include the MP and Fire and Rescue Service. It was  
                 suggested that this could be called the Community Surgery 
                 Councillor Wharf is now on the Ringsafe scheme and receives calls if  
                  there are problems in the area. 



08/002  cont     
 
              The Police are now using volunteers to do some tasks and this is part of  
                 the strategy to bring policing back into the community. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
08/003     The minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2007 were confirmed  
                correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
08/004     07/140 (café). The Chairman read out a letter from Mr J Hartigan (PDC)  
                which was then discussed by the Council. It was agreed that a letter be sent  
                stating this Council had no objections to the longer trading hours or the  
                period for monitoring this. It has also not received any objections from  
                parishioners. A copy is to be sent to Mr Roden together with a letter  
                suggesting that he considers taking up the offer, made by Mr Hartigan, in 
                the last paragraph of page 1regarding resubmitting his application. 
                07/164 Hyde. A reply has been received from Mr  Davies (PDC) regarding  
                the Shooting School.  Complaints alleging noise have been received and he  
                has asked Environmental Services to undertake noise measuring to ascertain  
                if the claims are correct. However, due to weather conditions this may take  
                many weeks. Once readings are available the Council will be in a position  
                to determine if a breach of planning control has occurred 
                07/169 (Play Park). A letter has been received from Synergy who will be  
                happy to go forward with this but haven’t yet had the time to go through the 
                provisos. The Chairman is waiting to meet Councillor Kennard to talk about 
                the possible resiting of the Play Park 
 
Planning 
 
08/005     The recommendation of the Working Party, as follows, was accepted. 
 
                There is no objection to Planning Application 6/2007/0594 to erect a  
                Meteorological mast at Masters Pit, for a period of two years to record  
                Wind speed and direction. 
 
                It was felt if the evidence showed Masters Pit to be a good site for a wind  
                farm there would need to be good consultation beforehand.   
 
Binnegar 
 
08/006     A new traffic survey has been received and copies were circulated to  
                Councillors before the meeting. After a long discussion Councillor T  
                Maunder proposed that the following response, from Councillor Ventham  
                be sent, this was seconded by Councillor Pitts and agreed. 
                Bere Regis Parish Council has no objection in principle to this application. 
                However, we believe that the proposal to process waste from both West and 
                East of the County appears to contradict the “Proximity Principle” which  



08/006   cont 
               
                  both Purbeck District Council and Dorset County Council subscribe to. 
                  Bere Regis Parish Council also has grave concerns about the effect of 
                  additional heavy traffic on the already very poor infrastructure in this area,  
                  as well as, in particular on the C6. It also questions the upgrading of the  
                  C6 to a B road without any consideration of the steady incremental growth 
                  of traffic to Monkey World, Bovington Tank Museum, the Gliding Club,  
                  Shooting School, BP Gas and the Jurassic Coast. 
                  The Council therefore strongly recommends the building of a by-pass  
                  route around the East and South of Bere Regis in order to help alleviate 
                  traffic on the already heavily congested A352 and C6 routes. This must be  
                 done as part of this proposal and not as a separate exercise. That is to say  
                  the plant must not be allowed to operate until a by-pass has been built. 
 
Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole Minerals Development Framework 
 
08/007     After a long discussion it was agreed that Councillor Munro should  
                complete the response form on behalf of the Council. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
08/008     The windows on the roof of the toilet block were broken but have been  
                repaired. It was said that they have been broken again and Councillor  
                Wharf will chase this up. 
                Purbeck waste recycling is one of the best in the country.                                                 
                There has been an article in a local magazine that concerned the behaviour, 
                of a Councillor, this has been challenged and the District Council has been  
                asked to take action over the matter. 
                The Scout Association has no objection in principle to the meteorological  
                Mast at Masters Pit but it would have a large effect on the area if an  
                application for a wind farm was granted. 
                Councillor Wharf then went through the changes to the planning system  
                which will come into effect on 29th February 2008. It is proposed to  
                streamline the system, to reduce the number of Councillors involved and to  
                make sure they are all properly trained . It also means that applications that  
                are not presented in the correct manner can be rejected. 
                Parishes will also only have 21 days to respond to applications. 
                The Chairman then reported on the monitoring meeting at Hyde Sawmills  
                and recommended that any Councillor interested in the problems should  
                visit the site. 
                Mr M Grime, Head of Planning and Development Control, is to retire this  
                year. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to him thanking him for all  
                he has done for this Council.      
 
Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
08/009     FULL REPORTS 
 

a) Housing & Planning.  Nothing to report. 



08/009   cont 
 

b) Youth & Education. Nothing further to report. 
 

c) Medical Facilities.   Councillor Fairhurst reported that Dr Harley had 
told him the matter of the opening hours was out of the hands of the doctors. 
 
d) Amenities, Services & Tourism. Purbeck’s Policy Group has agreed to 
demolish the toilet block and this goes to full council next week.                
      
e) Community Hall.  There is a puppet show on February 21st and a play, 

by Forest Forge, on March 11th. 
 
                URGENT REPORTS 
 

a) Traffic & Public Transport. Over Christmas little has been done, the  
advertisement for the double yellow lines has not appeared. Councillor 
Wharf will speak to Councillor Shakesby about the delay. The 
advertisement will include the road by the filling station. 
 
b) Environment.  The Chairman reported on the opening of the footbridge, 
at Souls Moor, by the Lord Lieutenant which went very well. She was very 
impressed by what had been achieved in the village. The bridge was 
opened as “Souls Bridge” after considering Councillor Munros views. 
There were refreshments in the Scout Hut afterwards.  
The summer of 2007ws the wettest since 1776 
Councillor Ventham has spoken to Mr Bates about orchids that grow near 
the footbridge. These will be looked after and hopefully funding can be 
found to extend the boardwalk to protect the flowers. 
In view of the fact that the person who did the completed work has a full 
knowledge of the materials used and what is required Councillor Ventham 
proposed that he be approached to do the work to extend the boardwalk 
without the need for tenders. This was seconded and agreed.  
Councillor Fairhurst has been asked if the hoggin path near the scout hut 
could be extended up to Elder Road. This was agreed and arrangements 
will be made in due course. 
 
c) Employment.  Nothing to report. 

 
d) Law & Order.  Nothing to report. 

 
e) Communication (incl magazine). Items for the magazine are comments 
from PDC officers on an item in the magazine, North Street, the 
Community Surgery, traffic and Binnegar and Christmas trees. 

                 It was agreed that, where time permits, any communication on behalf of the  
                 Council, ie letters etc, should be agreed by a Councillor other than the  
                 writer. It was thought reasonable to take this action and Councillor C  
                 Maunder was therefore asked to email a draft of the Parish Magazine item  
                 to the Chairman before it is sent to the editor. 
 



 
Precept 
 
08/010     The Chairman presented the report of the Finance Working Group on the  
                precept for 2008/9. 
                Councillor Ventham proposed that the precept be £20.750, this was  
                seconded by Councillor Pitts and then agreed by the Council. 
                It was noted that this included a provision of £5,000 for the new boardwalk, 
                £1,000 for new benches by the stream and additional funding for work in  
                the cemetery. 
 
Finance 
 
08/011     a)  It was agreed to pay the accounts totalling £348.00. 
 

b) The Budget and Financial Statement for December 2007 were accepted. 
 
 

Correspondence 
 
08/012     Of the correspondence circulated all relevant matters had been dealt with as 
                part of the agenda. 
 
Defects 
 
08/013     The Clerk is to write regarding the blocked drain between the two shops in  
                West Street and the missing Manor Farm Road sign. 
 
Any other business 
 
08/014    A new conservatory has appeared in Shitterton without prior knowledge.  
               This matter is being investigated. 
               The Clerk is to write to PDC regarding Heron Cottage, Shitterton where it 
               appears a wall is to be demolished. This ill need consent as the house may be 
               listed and is in the Conservation Area. 
 
               The Clerk is to chase up the requested footpath across the land rear of  
               Culver Dell, Shitterton. 
 
               As the new houses in North Street are to be completed in April would it be  
               possible to provide the occupants with a village booklet as has happened in  
               the past. This could be done for any new parishioner. This will be  
               considered.   

 


