
Bere Regis Parish Council 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 13th March 2008 
 
Present  Councillors L W Fairhurst, A Kennard, C Maunder, T Maunder, M S Munro, 
                 J Parsons, D Shepherd and I Ventham. 
 
Apologies   Have been received from Councillors J George, J Pitts, P Wharf, M  
                    Shakesby (DCC) and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 13th March 2008 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held at the Drax Hall this month. Jim Parsons, 
Chairman, welcomed 20 parishioners to the meeting. Organisations represented 
included the Parish Church, Scouts, Bere Regis Sports Club, The WI, Pop in Place, 
the Drax Hall, and the Surgery. 
Jim Parsons started with his report on the progress made this year on the many issues 
raised in the Parish Plan. He commented that there are simply too few Councillors to 
be able to do everything necessary, and that we badly need the active involvement of 
local people and organisations to be able to succeed. He then commented on a number 
of the matters the Council has been involved with in the past year. 
 
APM2008/01    The Boardwalk and Souls Bridge 
 
The Council worked with Purbeck District Council (PDC) in a joint project team to 
complete the boardwalk renovation and the installation of the new bridge. The cost to 
the parish was £10945, and to PDC £30200. Huge thanks are due to Councillor 
Malcolm Munro for his vision for Souls Bridge, and for all his work over many years 
to see it installed. 
 
APM2008/02    Housing 
 
In the face of pressure from government for houses to be built in the South you will 
recall the considerable objection to large scale housing development in Bere Regis 
which resulted in this Council sending a strongly worded letter of objection to PDC, 
along with about 90 letters from individuals, in response to the Local Development 
Framework document. This document is being redrafted, and we shall be watching 
very carefully to ensure our previous comments are taken into account, and, if 
necessary, we shall comment again.  
 
APM2008/03    Play Park 
 
The Chairman explained that the Council had been exploring the possibility of 
relocating the Children’s Play Park, and the sale of the land to a housing trust to 
enable affordable housing to be built there. This would bring two real benefits to the 
village, firstly the provision of affordable homes, which was identified in the Parish 
Plan as a very high priority, and, secondly, the upgrade and modernisation of the Play 
Park from the sale proceeds. 
 



It is entirely out of respect for the huge and well-remembered efforts which were 
devoted to creating the Play Park, that the Parish Council is pursuing a course of  
APM2008/03   cont 
 
action which has the potential to bring these two really significant benefits to the 
village. 
 
The Play Park site is one of the few areas in the village actually owned by the Parish 
Council, and, as such, it is highly suitable for an affordable housing development. The 
houses built there will be for rent, or possibly for purchase under shared equity, and 
will be legally restricted for use by local people who cannot afford to buy at market 
levels. 
 
The excess funds from the proposed sale of the site to a housing association 
will then be ring-fenced and put back into the second major benefit, the opportunity to 
create a completely new, modernised and upgraded Play Park in another location, or, 
possibly, in more than one location. 
 
It was also part of our consideration that it is nearly 20 years since the present Play 
Park was created, and not only has the equipment naturally suffered much wear and 
tear over that time, but the standards demanded of public play equipment have been 
raised. Even if the Play Park were to be retained on the present site the cost of repairs 
and replacement would soon become a real challenge. 
 
There are a number of possible sites around the village. What we want to try to ensure 
is that the new Play Park is as vandal proof as possible and in a location, which will 
make it harder for the older youths to misuse it. We might also be able to create an 
additional site away from the Play Park specifically for the older children, in an 
attempt to reduce misuse of the younger facility. 
 
This matter was at a very early stage, and was by no means decided. In the meantime, 
consultation would proceed to try to find a suitable alternative site or sites for the Play 
Park, and possibly a separate area for older children away from the Play Park. 
 
APM2008/04     Traffic Problems in Purbeck 
 
As you may have read in the local papers recently, your Parish Council took the 
initiative to convene a meeting of representatives of eight neighbouring Parish and 
Town Councils, together with District and County Councillors to discuss the possible 
impact that the proposed waste plant at Binnegar may have on heavy goods traffic on 
local roads. We plan to send an agreed document to Dorset County Council (DCC), 
PDC, local MPs and MEPs. This is still under discussion but will probably call for a 
by-pass to the East and South of Bere Regis. The DCC decision on Binnegar has been 
postponed to 4th April. 
 
Parish Councillors then gave short reports on progress on the Parish Plan priorities for 
their areas of responsibility. 
 
APM2008/05     Traffic 
 



Achievements: Completion of Safer Route to School, including the Vehicle Activated 
signs, a Traffic Survey, and the Zebra Crossing planned but still awaited. 

APM2008/05    cont 
 
Survey of West Street traffic which did not justify weight restrictions 
• Action by police on speed of traffic in North Street 
• Plans for double yellow lines near the Shell petrol station, and the West 

Street/Snow Hill junction, and single yellow lines near the surgery. 
 
APM2008/06    Employment 
 
Achievements: 

• A working group of some of the village businesses has met and identified a 
number of initiatives that might improve footfall in our existing businesses 

• These included Brown tourist signs (being pursued by John Pitts), a village 
directory and improvements to the Car Park. 

 
 
 APM2008/07     Natural and Village Environment 
 
Achievements: 

• Public access has been improved by the boardwalk and Souls Bridge 
installation. An additional stretch of boardwalk is to be put in over the boggy 
patch on the south of the stream, and hoggin paths will also be added.  

• The Parish Conservation group under Tony Bates’ leadership is up and 
running. It is hoped this group will link to the Council and take the lead with 
Dorset Wildlife Trust on conservation schemes, green corridors and the 
development of wildlife trails. 

• Work continues on creating a local nature reserve along the Bere Stream and 
Souls Moor 

• PDC has finally published the Village Appraisal after some delay. 
• We continue to try to apply pressure on DCC to improve the appearance of the 

entrances to the village, particularly the roundabout. We have offers of 
sponsorship, but the fragmented management between the Highways Agency, 
DCC and others seems to thwart our efforts. 

• We hope shortly to relocate the recycling bins within the car park, and then to 
commence some improvements to the car park 

 
APM2008/08    Law and Order 
 
Achievements: 

• Better contact and liaison with our community police officer, PC John 
Stewart, and his two PCSOs. 

• The active police presence in the village appears to act as a deterrent on petty 
crime and nuisance behaviour. 

• There will be a police presence with Councillor Wharf at his monthly 
surgeries. 

 



 
 
APM2008/09     Housing and Planning: Laurie Fairhurst 
 
Achievements: 

• Affordable Housing—15 units either agreed or in train 
• Small-scale developments--Griffins Yard will add 16 homes in North Street. 
• We continue to monitor closely the local development plans and will continue 

to oppose any proposals for large-scale development. 
 
APM2008/10     Youth 
 
Achievements: 

• In discussion with Sports Club and local youth groups to try to ensure the 
widest possible provision in the village for all ages through the various 
voluntary organisations, but it is clear that some groups of young people are 
not well served by what we have. 

• Trying to ascertain what young people would like to see provided in the 
village. An area for BMX biking and skate boarding is high on the list. 

• There is a strong possibility of the Bere Regis Sports Club linking with the 
Purbeck Panthers, thus opening up a larger pool of children, more coaches and 
access to funding 

• Continuing to consult on possible locations for the Play Park, and on what the 
children would like to have in the Play Park. 

 
APM2008/11     Medical/Surgery 
 
Achievements: 

• The key issues remain firstly to find a site to improve or enlarge our surgery 
buildings and secondly to set up a Patient Participation Group (PPG). 

 
• Whilst there has been no progress so far on the former, on the latter, a meeting 

has been held with the Practice Manager which has identified what needs to be 
on the agenda when we form a PPG. This includes patient transport both 
within the village and to and from hospital, dispensary pick up points in 
outlying villages, consultation about opening hours, the need for an exercise 
club and other preventative measures. 

 
• Karen Rumsey and Ian Ventham will be working actively to establish a PPG 

in the near future, and would greatly welcome any ideas and offers of help 
from the community. 

 
APM2008/12     Village Amenities and Services 
 
Achievements: 

• Agreement has been reached with PDC to demolish the toilet block in the car 
park, and, hopefully, to relocate some or all of the recycling bins onto that 
land. 

• The Cemetery continues to be carefully maintained. 



APM2008/12    cont 
 
 

• Brown tourist signs and better parking signage is in hand. 
 
APM2008/13     Public Participation 
 
During the public participation period various points were made and issues raised 
including: 

• Emphasis that Traffic, particularly on the C6 Wool Road, remains a very high 
priority. Were the results of the traffic survey known? 

• Acknowledgement of the excellent services being provided by our surgery 
• The need to improve the amenity value of the stream and the boardwalk area, 

(including asking PDC to remove various fallen trees) 
• The need to perhaps move the school bus pick up point, so that the surgery 

was less affected by large numbers of young people waiting there in the 
mornings 

• The need for more dog waste bins particularly in the Souls Moor area  
• The need to do something about cars parking outside the school at drop off 

and pick up times. 
 
The Annual Meeting then ended, and the normal monthly Parish Council meeting 
continued. 
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