
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on 10th April 2008 at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT    Councillors L W Fairhurst, C Maunder, M S Munro, J Parsons  
                     (Chairman), J Pitts, D Shepherd, P Wharf (to 8.30) and Mr J Ruddock  
                     (Clerk). 
 
Mr S Dring from Purbeck District Council gave apologies from Mr M Sturgess and 
then gave a talk on the Local Development Framework as it is today. 
 
The Regional Spatial Strategy had allowed for 2,100 dwellings in Purbeck by 2026 
but the recent examination in public has recommended building 2,750 dwellings in 
the western extension to Poole, together with an increase in Purbeck of 2,250. 
All the public bodies present were against this and Purbeck DC has written to the 
Government Minister Hazel Blears. However, a decision will have to be awaited. 
The District Council would like the help of parishes in identifying possible brown 
field sites especially as if they cannot be found consideration would have to be given 
to the use of green field sites for development. 
Mr Dring felt that traffic problems would be dealt with separately and may not be too 
long delayed as the County Council is already working on these. 
A Townscape Character Assessment has to be carried out in addition to the Landscape 
Character Assessment and Bere Regis is part of this. This will be consulted upon at 
the same time as the redrafted LDF. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Dring for his talk. 
 
Apologies 
 
08/044     Apologies have been received from Councillors J George, T Maunder and  
                M Shakesby (DCC). 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
08/045     The minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2008 were confirmed  
                correct.  
 
Matters Arising 
 
08/046     08/042 (Repairs). Councillor Ventham has found a site for the Shitterton  
                notice board and will speak to the owner. The Clerk is to ask Mr Tucker to  
                paint all four notice boards.  
                The Manor Farm Road sign is still not in place, the Shitterton sign has gone  
                 missing and the drain by Shitterton Bridge is still blocked. 
 
Planning 
 
08/047     The recommendations, of the Planning Working Party, as follows were  
                accepted: 
  
                There are no objections to these plans. 



08/047    cont 
                 
               06/2008/0153  Rossmore Lodge, Hyde. Erect side extension, insert dormer  
                                        windows to form rooms in the roof. 
 
                06/2008/0217  48 & 49, West Street.  Replace garages at rear with new &  
                                        with storage over. Erect a porch over the front doors & 
                                        instal a side window. 
 
                06/2008/0218   12 Bitchams Mead. Erect a chimney on the side. 
 
Play Park 
 
08/048     A letter was sent to Synergy saying this Council wished to proceed but a  
                reply is still awaited regarding the Board’s decision in the price to be paid. 
                Mr Shave has done some work on the play park including the edging of the 
                path so Mr Moss is to be asked not to do this part. An amended estimate is  
                to be requested. 
                The bark chippings need early replacement. 
 
PACT Panel 
 
08/049     Only 3 parishes were present at the last meeting. Each may put forward 3  
                items for discussion and 3 were selected as priorities. None from Bere Regis  
                however but the meeting was held before the recent burglaries  happened. 
                The next meeting on 22nd May will deal with the Terms of Reference. 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
08/050     The planning application for the wind farm will be dealt with in the autumn. 
                The leader of the Council has resigned and with other changes and the May 
                Elections there could be a different party in control. 
                The 9.24 bus to Poole is now in the bus pass scheme. 
                The District Council will be erecting a sign to say “No Horses” along the  
                path from Shitterton to the boardwalk, since this is not a Bridleway.   
                On the matter of the delay over the yellow lines for Bere Regis Councillor 
                Wharf had contacted DCC in January. Councillor Pitts can tell DCC this. 
                Finally the police were alerted to one break in by the refuse collector. 
 
PARISH PLAN PORTFOLIO REPORTS 
 
08/051      FULL REPORTS 
 

a) Housing & Planning. Already dealt with. 
 
                 b)   Youth & Education.  Purbeck Panthers have decided not to join but  
                 there will be one or two more teams in Bere Regis. They have written to 
                 Jeremy Drax to see if they can lease the area of land adjacent Blind Street. 
 

c) Medical facilities.  A discussion was held over the possibility of  



08/051   cont 
 
moving the bus stop further down Manor Farm Road or even into Elder 
Road. Councillor Pitts will take this up with the County Council. A bus 
shelter was also put forward and this council would have to pay for it. 
Councillor Pitts has tried to contact the County Council official, for yellow 
lines, 6 times since April 1st without success. 
The Clerk reported that at long last he had made some progress regarding 
possible changes to the layout of the filling station. 

 
d) Amenities, Services & Tourism. Councillor Pitts reported that the  
demolition of the toilet block was in the District Councils Work  
Programme but the permission of the highway authority and the supplier 
of energy were required before any work could be done. This is being 
investigated at present. This is part of the package to reenergise the area. 
The recycling bins have been repainted. 
 
e) Community Hall.  One event had to be cancelled because of sickness.  
However, there are others to come. The AGM will be held soon. There has 
been a reduction in  funds of £3,000 because of work done on the hall. The 
recent addition of new smoke alarms costing £2,000 means the committee 
will have to look for additional funding. 
 
URGENT REPORTS 
 
a) Traffic & Public Transport. Councillor Pitts has chased Mr Brown      

  (DCC) re the advertisement for the zebra crossing and has been told it will    
  go into the papers in 2 to 3 weeks. 

                 He has been speaking to Mr Stubbs (DCC) regarding brown signs. The   
                 applications will cost the council £100. He has agreed with Mr John  
                 England that the sign should say medieval church, shops and public houses.  
                 This council will also have to pay for the signs. 
                 Councillor Pitts had been told by PDC there would be no rates on the  
                 roundabout if it was sponsored but DCC have now told him that rates will  
                 be payable. There will also be a planning fee of £67.50. 
                 It was difficult to understand why this has taken so long because there are 
                other roundabouts in Dorset, other than Poole or Bournemouth, that are  
                 sponsored.  
 

b) Environment. Purbeck District Council and the Parish Council have    
  been chosen as joint winners in  the International Green Apple Awards for  

                 the Built Environment. It was agreed that Councillor Munro should attend  
                 the award ceremony in London. 
                 The contractor is at present working on the extension to the bridge.  
                Councillor Munro also distributed plans showing the visibility aspect of the 
                 proposed wind farm from the village. Councillor Pitts felt that the  
                 government is setting targets for sustainable energy and so every provider  
                 is trying every possible site they can.  
                

c) Employment. Nothing to report. 



08/051    cont 
 

d) Law & Order.  Nothing to report. 
 

e) Communication.  Items for the magazine are: Play Park, Binnegar, 
                 PACT, school bus stop and the Green Apple Award. 
 
Finance 
 
08/052    a)  The monthly expenditure totalling £1,110.89 was approved. 
               b)  The Budget and Financial Statement for March 2008 were accepted. 

           c)  The Burial fees, from 10th April 2008, as proposed by the Clerk were 
               approved 

d) The quarterly internal audit has been carried out. There is a need to  
review the financial regulations of the Council. This will form part of the 
standing orders, currently under review. 
 

Correspondence 
 
08/053     A letter has been received form the Royal British Legion Club and this was  
                read by the Chairman. It was noted he has already invited the secretary to   
                attend a parish council meeting. 
 
                The WRVS have written asking for a donation. This came from their  
                headquarters. It was agreed that, because the council contributes locally, 
                the Clerk write asking how this can be done. 
 
               A letter has been received which updates the position on the Rights of Way 
               Improvement Plan. 
 
               As yet there has been no response to the request for local names for minor  
               roads and tracks. Councillors were asked to consider this. 
 
Defects 
 
08/054     The light at Shitterton Bridge is no longer obscured but the ditch is still  
                blocked.  Trees have been felled on the land south of Elder Road. 
 
 
 
Any other business 
 
08/055     Councillor Maunder asked if articles for the Parish Magazine could be kept  
                as brief as possible due to the extra costs of more pages. A few lines over  
                the normal means four extra pages and costs £25. It was agreed that the  
                magazine is an essential part of the village and it would be reasonable for  
                the Council to make a grant towards the costs. Councillor Maunder will take 
                this back to the PCC. 
 
                The PCC is having a difficult time at present and is looking at replacing the 



08/055   cont                 
 
                paths through the churchyard and is to ask for donations in 2009. The likely 
                cost is £3,000.  
 
               Councillor Munro asked if Morden Estates could be asked to replace the  
               bollard at the Snow Hill end of Snow Hill Lane now that its status has been 
               determined and it is not a BOAT. It was agreed the Clerk should write to  
               them. 
 
               A point was raised that part of the original entrance to Souls Moor appears  
               to have been included in gardens. Although it was accepted that this is a  
               matter for the landowners, the Grainger Trust, Councillor C Maunder will  
               review some old documents to ascertain the facts. 
  
 
        


