
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 10th July 2008 at 7pm 
 
PRESENT     Councillors L W Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder (from 8.20), M  
                      S Munro, J Parsons (Chairman), J Pitts, I Ventham, P Wharf (to 8.35)  
                      and Mr J Ruddock (Clerk). 
 
Apologies 
 
08/083      Apologies have been received from Councillors J George (working), A  
                 Kennard (Youth meeting), D Shepherd (family illness) and M Shakesby  
                 (DCC). 
 
Period for Public Participation 
 
08/084     Four parishioners were present and three put forward their objections and  
                observations on the planning application for the Central Stores. The main  
                points of which were the changes to the opening hours, the traffic that  
                would be generated,  smells and the untidy state of the eastern side of the  
                property. 
                Councillor Wharf declared an interest in the matter as Chairman of the  
                PDC Planning Board.  
 
                Another parishioner raised the matter of the high grass obstructing visibility  
                on the junction of the western slip road, to Dorchester, and the bypass. The  
                Clerk will write about this problem. 
                She also pointed out that the recycling bin for plastics only had holes at one  
                end. This means the bottles etc do not go to the far end and many are left in  
                bags outside the bin which creates a mess. Councillor Pitts will contact  
                Purbeck District Council.  
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
 
08/085     The minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2008 were confirmed correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
08/086     08/069 (allotments). Details and duties of the powers of Parish Councils 
                have been circulated and the Clerk is to contact Morden Estates Company 
                to enquire about unused allotments. 
 
                08/072 (dog bin)  Councillor Munro hopes to put up the bin in North Street  
                shortly. 
 
                 08/081 (lay by A31) The Clerk has been informed that Mott MacDonald  
                 maintain this road and Purbeck District Council deals with litter. He has  
                 written accordingly. Although some work has been done on the drain by  
                 Shitterton Bridge, more is needed as it was flooded there after the last  
                 heavy rainfall. 



08/086    cont 
 
                08/051 (bus pick up point) Councillor Maunder has written to the County  
                Council and awaits a reply. Any action needs to be notified to the pupils  
                before the end of the school year. He has also taken letters to each school 
                which has pupils using the bus. There has been a little response from  
                parishioners which has been favourable. He will continue to chase Mr  
                Spracklen (DCC). 
 
                08/073  (Souls Bridge).  Councillor Munro reported that display boards are  
                very expensive and he would try to make one himself, so that the recent  
                award can be displayed permanently in the Drax Hall. 
 
                0/077 (sat nav)  The situation where large lorries are being direct along the  
                C6 is not a County Council problem it is one for the company making the  
                machine. 
 
Planning 
 
08/087     Councillor Wharf declared an interest as Chairman of the Planning Board  
                and took no part in the discussion. 
 
                6/2008/0460  88 West Street.  Change of use to include Class A3: create  
                                      new customer toilet, replace door at side and fit extractor fan  
                                      in rear window. (Revised scheme to PP 6/2007/0472) 
 
                The Planning Working Party recommended no objection in view of the  
                history of planning for the café.  
 
               It was agreed that there were no objections but the Council would like the  
               following conditions applied: 
               That the area to the side of the building be tidied up and if possible  
               screened off, that the venting be of a sympathetic design and mitigates the  
               smells that would effect the neighbours and that the system is a quiet one. 
 
Purbeck District Council Core Strategy 
 
08/088    It was felt that the document was a very generalised and as such was  
               difficult to comment on. It was agreed that the Planning Working Party  
                would meet and produce a response concentrating on those areas that  
               affected the village. The completed document would then be sent to PDC by  
                Councillor Fairhurst. 
 
               There is more time to make comments on the proposed western extension. 
 
 
District Councillors Report 
 
08/089     Articles in the media regarding wheelie bins and the weight limits and what  
                will be done does not apply to PDC. 



08/089   cont 
                 
                There is to be consultation on the proposed removal of the old style  
                telephone kiosks. Those in this are at Affpuddle and Bloxworth. 
                There is to be a review of the “bedroom tax” and also the Heathland  
                Mitigation Scheme. 
                At present there are to be no changes to the recycling scheme. 
                Councillor Wharf suggested that for part of one meeting the Council should 
                walk round the village to have a look at the more topical areas to see what is 
                happening. It was agreed to do this for the next meeting once the general  
                business had been carried out at the Drax Hall as usual. It is hoped that  
                residents will come out to speak to Councillors. 
                Areas to be visited are the cemetery, allotments, play park, Townsend  
                Business Park, the boardwalk, Butt Lane and Snow Hill Lane. 
 
County Councillors Report 
 
08/090      Nothing to report. 
 
 
Play Park 
 
08/091      The consultation letter is still being drafted. The Chairman stressed the  
                  need for urgency. 
 
                  The inspection report has been received and the Clerk will ask Mr Moss to  
                  deal with all those repairs graded medium and above. 
 
Parish Plan Portfolio Reports 
 
08/092     FULL REPORTS 
 
                 a) Traffic & Public Transport.    
                 Councillor Pitts reported that the design for the zebra crossing has been  
                 amended and it will have to be advertised. It will be fortunate if this is done  
                 within 2 months. Mr Brown will keep in touch but Councillor Pitts has  
                 heard that only urgent safety works are being done. 
                 No objections, have been recorded, against the yellow lines and the next  
                 stage is Cabinet approval for it to become an Order. This will take a month  
                 and if approved the Order will need to be advertised. The best result would  
                 be the lines being in place in two months. 
                 The next Purbeck Transport Group meeting is on the 26th but there is not 
                 much of interest for Bere Regis it is mainly concerning Swanage and  
                 cyclists. 
                 Mr Brown (DCC) is spending some time on 3 different plans for the south 
                 East bypass. There should be consultation with this council in under 12  
                 months. 
                  
                 b) Environment.  
                 The application for the brown signs is in and Mr Stubbs (DCC) will process  



08/092   cont  
 
                  it a soon as possible and respond before the next meeting. 
                  It has been agreed that the signs will be for the medieval church and  
                  shops. The car park and recycling centre signs are to be renewed although  
                  there is doubt over the funding of this. 
                  The Working Party has yet to meet. Councillor Pitts has been working on 
                  this and will fix a date for a meeting. He felt that in the main this Council  
                  is not doing too badly and the problems lie with the County and District 
                  Councils.    
                  No progress has been made with the toilet block, a lamp post will need to  
                  be moved and committee approval is required. It was agreed to ask  
                  Councillor Wharf to chase this up. 
                 Councillor Munro has found suitable benches for Souls Marsh at a cost of  
                 £300 for two. He will show these to the other members of the Working  
                 Party. 
                 Finally Councillor Pitts reported that he had chased up Purbeck for a  
                 response on the Parish Plan, and one will be sent to this Council. 
 
                 c) Employment.   
                 No report was made. 
 

    d)  Law & Order.   
    There is a PACT meeting in September. 

 
e) Communications.  
Items for the magazine.  Concern regarding the village store, the Council 
walkabout, the play park repair report and consultation letter, delays with 
the County and District Councils (yellow lines and toilet block issues now 
12 months old and the zebra crossing 2 years old) and thank you to the MP 
for her help with the crossing. 
 
URGENT REPORTS 
 
a) Housing & Planning. 
No report was made 
 
b) Youth & Education. 
The Sports Club is pleased with the improvements to the youth football 
teams. A lot of youngsters are now going to Councillor Venthams house for 
tennis. (There were 24 last Friday). 
Councillor Ventham is now the Chairman of the local Scout Group which 
now has a membership of 65. 
 
c) Medical Facilities. 
There are now two volunteer coordinators who are trying to find voluntary 
drivers to deliver prescriptions. 
 
d) Cemetery. 
No report. 



 
08/092   cont 
 

e) Community Hall. 
The Drax Hall is being used for the Open Gardens and is awaiting the 
results of a bid for live theatre. The hall is very busy at present. 
The Council quiz team was fourth out of twelve recently. 
 

Finance 
 
08/093      a) The Council agreed to pay the monthly expenditure of £835.63. 
 
                 b)  The Financial Statements and Budgets for May and June 2008 were  
                 accepted. 
 

c) The second quarterly internal audit has been successfully completed. 
 
 

Correspondence. 
 
08/094      Of the correspondence circulated the following was acted upon. 
 
                Councillor T Maunder is to attend a Red Cross function on 30th October  
                2008. 
                No response to the PDC Review of the Community Plan.   

      
Footpath 30 and Bridleway 31 have been cleared. 
 
The grass has been cut along the side of the toilet block even though the 
District and County Councils say they don’t own it. 
 
Mr Cleave has emailed to say the grass has not been cut alongside Snow 
Hill Lane and is causing a problem. 
Councillor Pitts said there were two groups doing grass cutting PDC and 
DCC. The working group could find out who is responsible for what. 
 

Defects 
 
08/095     The Clerk is to write to the relevant body on the following matters: 
                 The overgrown hedges on the road to Egdon Close and on the eastern side  
                 of Shitterton from its junction with West Street. 
                 Grass and weeds on the verges and in the gullies of a lot of the street in the  
                 village. 
                 The drain between the Drax Arms and Central Stores flooded after the last  
                 heavy rain and needs clearing again. 
                 Footpath 40 is difficult to walk because of various obstructions and  
                difficult gates. 
                The Shitterton sign is missing again. 
 
 



 
Any other business 
 
08/096     There is a DAPTC meting on 30th July. 
 
                The main notice board has been repainted and Councillor Ventham has a  
                site for the one at Shitterton. The Clerk will ascertain who was going to  
                repair that one and the one at the school. 
 
               In answer to a question from the Chairman, the Clerk confirmed that the  
               preparation of his portfolio has been delayed, but he expects to submit this  
               by the end of September. He was urged to complete this as soon as possible  
               so that the Council may apply for Quality Council status.  

 
 
 


