
Bere Regis Parish Council 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 14th August 2008 at 7pm 
 
PRESENT Councillors LW Fairhurst, C Maunder, T Maunder, MS Munro, 

J Parsons (Chairman), I Ventham, P Wharf, D Shepherd and M Shakesby 
(DCC) and Annette Brooke MP 

 
Apologies 
08/097    Councillors J Pitts and J George and Mr. J Ruddock (Clerk) 
 
Period for public participation 
08/098   No comments were raised by the single member of the public present 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
08/099   The  minutes of the meeting held on 10th July were confirmed as correct. 
 
Planning 
08/100  The Chairman declared an interest and the item was chaired by the Vice-
Chairman. 
The Planning Working Party had considered the following applications and 
recommended that no objections should be raised. This was accepted by the Council. 
   6/2008/0518  13 White Lovington 
  6/2008/0524  Golf Course 
  6/2008/0526 15 Shitterton Close 
 6/2008/0542  38 Elder road 
 6/2008/0529  Hyde Lodge 
 
Play Park 
08/101  Councillor Munro reported that the consultation letter to residents concerning an 
alternative site for the park is not yet available. The Chairman stressed the need for this to 
be moved on. 
Council agreed that a further supply of bark chips should be purchased. The Chairman 
will consider the delivery arrangements with the Clerk and advise the Council of the cost 
at the next meeting. 
 
Bus Pick-up point 
08/102  Councillor C Maunder outlined the action he had taken with a view to the pick up 
point being moved away from the Surgery into Elder Road. It had been anticipated that 
the new arrangement would come into force from this September. However the County 
Council had not complied with our request and the matter will be deferred until early 
Summer 2009. At that time a further approach to DCC will be made. 
 
 
 
 



Zebra crossing and Yellow lines 
08/103 The Chairman reported, on behalf of Councillor Pitts, that there was no further 
news from DCC, and as far as is known there has been no advertisement for the crossing. 
There was a lengthy and strong  debate about the unacceptable delays and what is 
considered to be gross inefficiency by County Council staff. Various courses of action 
were considered and Annette Brooke offered to seek an appointment with the Chief 
Executive in an attempt to get the crossing/lines implemented without further delay. This 
offer was accepted and Councillor Pitts will be asked to accompany her. 
 
Finance 
08/104  a) The Council approved the monthly expenditure 

b) The Financial Statement and Budget for July were accepted. 
 
Any urgent correspondence 
08/105  There was none. 
 
Any Other Business 
08/105  Councillor C Maunder gave details of forthcoming events in the Hall. 
Details were circulated of a suitable bench, identified by Councillor Munro and it was 
agreed to purchase three at a total cost of £553.50. Proposed by Councillor Ventham, 
seconded by Councillor Fairhurst and carried unanimously. One will go to Shitterton and 
the others by the stream alongside the path. 
 
 
The formal business being concluded Councillors together with Annette Brooke and 
several parishioners, went on the advertised “walkabout” of the village. The route was 
from the Drax Hall to the Townsend Business Park, Snow Hill Lane, Butt Lane, West 
Street, Manor Farm Road, the Play Park, the Boardwalk, Souls Bridge, Souls Moor, the 
Cemetery, returning to the Drax Hall via Egdon Close, Southbrook and the Cross. 
 
A number of parishioners came out to talk to Councillors and some went on the 
“walkabout”. Items noted included the need for DCC to cut back verges and overhanging 
foliage at the top end of North Street and in Southbrook. The Play Park gave concern as 
the vandalised fencing allows access by dogs, and the need for bark chips was noted.( see 
above) We were very concerned about the foul graffiti on the youth shelter but could not  
decide what action to take. We commented on the tired state of the street signs. However 
we were very pleased with the fine state of the cemetery. 
 
The “walkabout” was considered to have been very successful and worthwhile and it is 
planned to repeat this annually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


